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INTRODUCTION

We hear a lot about the favor of God these days.  That’s a good thing.  
Without the Lord’s favor, we wouldn’t be able to breathe, stand or find 
true life anywhere.  Our loving, compassionate God looks to bless us 
with his amazing favor.   

But today the teaching of favor is being twisted by some.  They use it as 
a means to gain material, physical and emotional blessings from God.  
That’s tragic—because it reduces the Lord to just another American 
commodity.  They tell you to invest a little church attendance here, sow 
a bit of financial seed there, claim the power of your tongue to confess 
your way into the life you dream of, and—bingo!—you’re favored. 

That isn’t God’s way.  He cares for us much more than that.  If we get 
everything we dream of, that’s not favor, that’s lust.  True favor isn’t 
found in the blessing itself—it’s found in the One who does the blessing, 
our loving heavenly Father.  Seeking him, not things, is the hunger that 
dwells at the core of every human heart.  We were made to find our life 
in him.  And God is jealous, in a righteous way: He won’t allow himself 
to be used as a means of fulfilling our lusts and self-gain.  He’ll destroy  
all the idols we set up in our hearts, so that he alone stands as our 
greatest desire.  

This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t want to see God’s blessings flow in our 
lives.  Out of his loving grace and kindness, our Father delights to give 
good gifts to his children.  Just because some leaders have twisted biblical 
doctrines in the so-called prosperity movement doesn’t mean the idea of 
God’s favor should be thrown out.  Rather, it should be rescued. 

That’s where we pastors come in.  In our daily work, we see God’s heart 
delighting in his people.  He longs to demonstrate his Good News to us 
in our everyday lives by showering us with his undeserved favor.  He 
does this not because I “claim” what is mine as his child, nor because I 
give tithes and offerings—but because he is amazingly good.  
 
The Lord is good even when our children run away, when our marriages 
are failing, when our health is troubling, when our souls are in despair.
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As you read this booklet, you’ll discover that the Lord’s favor works in 
two ways.  First, he favors us with the nearness of his presence through 
our stormy times, commanding the winds and waves inside us to cease.  
I’ve learned a lot about God’s love this way.  

The second way he favors us is through his tangible blessings—with 
power to heal us, save us and provide for us.  I love testifying about 
how God has favored me this way.  He saved one of my sons from 
drug addiction and brought him to new life.  That son is now happily 
married and serving Jesus.  The Lord also healed my body after a car 
crash literally broke my back.  That healing required surgery and a 
long recovery.  Sometimes that’s how blessings come to us, through 
hardships.  Yet it’s also how we learn that God’s goodness is with us 
in our trials.  He not only healed my back; he gave me a spiritual 
backbone, a Holy Ghost confidence that declares, “No matter what I 
may face, it is well with my soul.” 

So there is God’s assuring presence, and there are his tangible blessings.  
Both are forms of his favor.  And both are needed.  To want only 
personal blessings of physical and material well-being is to limit 
the Lord.  I believe it also grieves his heart.  Yet to limit him only to 
spiritual favor goes to the other extreme, denying God’s role as a Father 
caring for our physical and material needs.   

If I could only have one form of favor, it would always be hands-down 
God and his presence alone!  I thank the Lord for his goodness—that 
in his great love he chooses to add the second form of favor: healing 
our bodies, saving marriages and families, providing for all our needs, 
and lavishing on us his love along with many things we don’t deserve.  
Thank God, he gives us both!  

I pray this special little booklet will create a hunger in you for the 
ultimate favor of God’s presence.  And may it prepare your heart to 
receive his many blessings with joy and thankfulness.
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PART 1:

WHY GOD’S FAVOR
HASN’T LEFT YOU





I’m a pastor, and one day a young man showed up at  
my office in tears. 

 “I lost my temper with my wife,” he said—adding with self-contempt, 
“again.”  It had happened many times before, he admitted—a sudden 
outburst, an exchange of angry words, and in the end a walkout.  He had 
promised God it wouldn’t happen anymore.  But it did happen.  And it kept 
happening—again and again and again.  

As he poured out his heart, I realized I was listening to an utterly broken 
man.  He had struggled with anger his whole life, he said.  He tried for 
years to overcome it, but now he was afraid he’d been overwhelmed one too 
many times.  I saw the fear in his eyes; it was as if he’d crossed a line and 
could never go back.  

“I’ve blown it,” he said.  “I’ve ruined my marriage.  I might even lose my 
family.”  He started weeping.  Then he said the words he probably feared 
most: “I’ve lost any favor God might have had in my life.  His presence is 
gone from me completely.”  
  

I’ve met a lot of Christians who live with fears like this 
young husband’s.  

Many devoted people believe God loves them and has showered them with 
the favor of his grace.   But there’s a side of their lives they feel is unworthy 
of God’s favor.  They’re convinced that all the blessings they enjoy come 
from the Lord—but then they try to partition off the part of their lives 
marked by failure.  They want to cover their shame from God’s gaze.  

These people have tasted deeply of God’s grace.  Yet despite years of 
struggle, they’re still overwhelmed by their failures and weaknesses.  And 
after so much time passes, they think they’ve lost God’s favor—forever.  

This is the dilemma of so many devoted followers of Jesus today.  I talk to 
them wherever I go, and many end up telling me about a lifelong struggle 
they’ve had—say, the weight of their countless failures, or a specific burden 
they’ve secretly carried over the years.  After a while, this mindset began 
to define their walk with God.  Worse, it came to define their view of God.  
Somehow they became convinced that God was not able to help them 
overcome.  
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At some point, they gave up on believing they could ever have a fulfilling 
life in God.  They gave up on finding his purpose for their life beyond 
tithes and church attendance.  They don’t believe they’re a worthy witness 
of God, whom they know to be holy and good.
 

A lot of Christians have simply given up.  Have you? 

Maybe you have a struggle of some kind you’ve never been able to shake.  
It may not be as severe as the young man’s, or it may be very similar, 
or it may be worse.  Regardless of the scale of your struggle, you’re left 
wondering: “Can I really find joy in the Christian life?  Where is Jesus’ 
victory on the cross for me?  Will I ever know it?  Or will I be caught up in 
this struggle forever?”  

As a pastor for more than three decades, I really enjoy counseling people.   
I get absolutely blessed when I see someone set free by Christ’s Good News, 
becoming fully aligned with his purposes for them and finally able to 
enjoy life.  Nothing satisfies like the sight of a person who’s been spiritually 
crippled finally get healed.  They spring forward into life with new hope, 
joy and faith.   

Yet seeing this happen doesn’t come easily.  The conflicts we all face every 
day are serious.  That’s because the challenges of life in a fallen world 
never stop.  And our trials are complicated by the enemy of our souls, 
Satan, who works constantly to obscure God’s work in our lives.  At any 
given time, even the most devoted Christian can find herself teetering on 
the brink of unbelief.  

I can relate.  At various times, I’ve had my own dark thoughts—the kind 
that tell me I’m more cursed than blessed.  
 

Our deepest trials can spin even the strongest faith  
into turmoil. 

After our first child, Ashley, was born, my wife, Kelly, got pregnant with 
our second child.  We learned the baby was a girl, and we did a little dance.  
“How perfect!” we thought, “a younger sister for our strapping little boy.” 
 
But after eight months, Kelly noticed the baby had stopped kicking inside.  
We tried not to be alarmed and turned to prayer.  We trusted in God’s 
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goodness, believing he would protect our child in the womb.  But then came 
the sonogram and other tests—and our deepest fears were confirmed.  Our 
baby had died.  

By that time in my life, I had been a pastor for over a decade.  I thought I 
knew God’s grace inside and out.  But grief is a powerful force, especially 
when a child dies.  The first thought that came to me was the biblical story of 
David, who sired a son that died shortly after birth.  When David heard the 
newborn’s life was in jeopardy, he spent seven days in agonizing prayer for 
him: “Lord, keep my child safe.  Don’t let him die.”  But the baby died.  

Scripture tells us that King David caused his child’s death by his own 
grievous sins.  When I read his story, that’s exactly where I went with 
my own grief.  In that dark frame of mind, I wondered what sort of sin 
I committed that might have caused our child to die.  Though I had 
not committed adultery or murder as David had, I was living in fear 
of condemnation.  I prayed, “Lord, did my sinful thoughts make this 
happen?  My laziness?  My covetousness?  My lust?”  Our grief can be so 
overwhelming it sends us to places as dark as that.  
 

God has rescued us from any possibility of a curse.

Thankfully, by God’s grace, the pain of grief eventually began to subside.  
And my thoughts about it all became clearer.  I thank the Lord that 
happened for me.  I tasted his favor, and it pulled me from the mental 
quagmire I was in.  He did this by revealing to me the full power of a  
single verse of Scripture:  

But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law.  
When he was hung on the cross, he took upon himself the curse 
for our wrong-doing.  For it is written in the Scriptures, “Cursed is 
everyone who is hung on a tree” (Galatians 3:13).  

Twenty years later, this powerful truth is still with me.  I turn to it regularly, 
along with the other powerful truths in God’s Word, as I counsel his people.  
Its sustaining power enables me to extend the same life to people like the 
distraught young man who sat in my office despairing over his sin.  As I 
shared it with him, I saw hope planted.  Healing began.  
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I come close to tears as I read this verse now—especially as I think about 
the scores of other Christians who’ve endured so much inner anguish.  For 
some, having an embattled mind is a way of life.  Somehow, they’ve learned 
to believe God is poised over them with a hammer, ready to beat them to 
the ground with any misstep.  
  

Favored or cursed? 
Which describes your mindset as you read this?  

So what made you open this booklet?  Maybe you saw “favor” in the title 
and you reached for it for one of two reasons: You either wonder whether 
you have God’s favor in your life, or, you seek God’s favor because you feel 
it’s missing.  Either of these motivations is a good one.  The favor of God  
is something we’re all meant to enjoy, and he wants everyone who follows 
him to seek it and know it.  

The problem is, not many Christians know they’re missing God’s favor.  
Or if they do, they don’t think they deserve it.  They feel more cursed  
than blessed.  

So how does a holy God see a young husband who struggles terribly with 
his temper?  What happens to the righteous wrath directed at this man’s sin?  
It all goes to Jesus.  He took upon himself all judgment for sin—the “curse” 
aspect of the law.  Christ paid the penalty for all of it.  The husband may still 
deal with the consequences and relational impact of his sin.  But his sin is 
nailed to the cross.  Jesus paid the price for his sin—and ours—in full.  

The implications of this are absolutely profound.  First, it means we can’t be 
cursed.  Second, it means that as God’s children we live and move in a state 
of blessing.  Because Christ has wiped out every curse, God’s favor is on our 
lives.  Each of us is the apple of his eye, his favored one, his blessed child.  It 
doesn’t matter how fierce our daily struggle may be.  No weapon can ever 
prosper against this powerful truth.  

We see this confirmed even in the Old Testament.  Isaiah 53 famously 
prophesies about the suffering servant who would bear the punishment for 
our sin: “All of us, like sheep, have strayed away.  We have left God’s paths 
to follow our own.  Yet the Lord laid on him the sins of us all.  And because 
of his experience, my righteous servant will make it possible for many to be 
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counted righteous, for he will bear all their sins” (Isaiah 53:6, 11).  Every sin, 
every failure, every shortcoming we could ever imagine is covered under 
Jesus’ glorious work.  

Some Christians read this as the promise of a clean slate but nothing more.  
They believe God forgives them, but they don’t believe their lives are blessed 
again until they spend a certain amount of time without struggling.  It’s as if 
they’re on probation.  They think, “I haven’t had my same dark struggle for 
a week now.  I must be back in God’s favor.”  Then a setback occurs and the 
cycle begins again. 

What’s wrong with this picture?  

Here’s what’s wrong with this deadening, repetitive cycle: Christ’s work for us 
does more than pronounce forgiveness.  It heals us, making us not only clean 
but whole: “He was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins.  He was 
beaten so we could be whole.  He was whipped so we could be healed” (Isaiah 
53:5, my emphasis).  

The word for “healed” in this verse indicates more than physical healing 
of the body.  It speaks of spiritual and relational well-being, restoration of 
mind and soul, a state of health relating to all parts of life.  God’s healing 
favor applies to troubled marriages, broken relationships, bruised minds 
and hearts.  He covers it all.  

Again, I think of the troubled young husband.  To be sure, he has work to 
do to see Christ’s victory over his temper.  But even in his angriest moments 
this man has not been forsaken by God.  On the contrary, God is on his 
side, and his family’s, to keep bringing blessing and healing to their home.  
  

Deep down, many of us suspect there’s a catch to God’s  
promise of favor.  

For those who know the Bible well, it’s easy to get preoccupied with the “two 
sides” of God’s promised favor mentioned in Deuteronomy 28.

As Israel was poised to enter the Promised Land, God prompted Moses to 
give them a two-part message.  The first part was, in essence, “Obey God 
and your life will be blessed.  If you walk in his word you’ll see blessings on 
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your crops, your villages, your families, everything you touch.”  What an 
encouraging word! 
 
Then came the second half of the message, which spoke of curses instead of 
blessings: “Likewise, if you don’t obey God, you’ll be cursed in your fields, 
your villages, your families, everything you put your hands to.”  

A lot of Christians read this passage and think, “My life falls more into the 
‘disobedient’ category.  That’s why my life isn’t blessed, why I still struggle, 
why things don’t go my way.”  They may not say it out loud, but at some 
level these Christians believe they’re cursed in God’s eyes.  

That’s not what this passage conveys at all.  God’s bottom line to his 
people was this: “I want to bless your life—your parenting, your work, 
your relationships, your community life.  Stay in my Word and you’ll 
have a blessed life.”  Still, many read this chapter and think, “The moment  
I depart from God’s commands, he automatically moves me to the 
‘cursed’ category.” 

Moses understood that this message to Israel was good news, not bad.  A 
few chapters later, he addressed the tribes of Israel individually with words 
of awesome blessings:  

Let the tribe of Reuben live and not die out, though they are few in 
number… Give (Judah) strength to defend their cause… Bless the 
ministry of the Levites, and accept all the work of their hands… 
The people of Benjamin are loved by the Lord and live in safety 
beside him… O Naphtali, you are rich in favor and full of the 
Lord’s blessings… (Deuteronomy 33:6, 7, 11, 12, 23, my emphasis).  

Do these words sound like threats?  Do you picture a hammer being held 
over people’s heads?  Of course not.  Moses goes on to speak powerful 
words of blessing to all twelve tribes.  

So, what does this have to do with us today?  Like Israel, we can be 
tempted to think our life is continually cursed—especially if we endure 
trial after trial in life.  We might even be tempted to think we deserve 
our trials, that our sin has brought them on.  And yes, sin does have 
consequences—but it does not cause condemnation nor a curse. 
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I’ve heard a lot of Christians say, “I agree that God favors us with his 
grace.  But no Christian is free from God’s discipline.  Even the New 
Testament says he chastises those he loves.”  That’s utterly true—but 
there is a vast gulf between the Father’s loving discipline and the wrathful 
judgment of a curse.  

My dad demonstrated this difference to me when I was a boy.  At times 
he spanked me for acting up or disobeying my mom.  But afterward he 
always made me go into the backyard and play football with him.  That 
seemed like a worse punishment, because I was still mad at him for 
spanking me.  But it was a wise strategy on Dad’s part.  He made sure we 
never went back into the house until I had a genuine smile on my face 
from the joy of playing with my father.  That’s the kind of love behind 
our Father’s discipline.  If we’re heading down a wrong path that leads to 
destruction, he won’t hesitate to grab us by the scruff of the neck and say, 
“No, I won’t let you do that.  I love you too much.”  

But God’s favor does much more.  It isn’t limited to the protection of an 
earthly father.  It sets us free completely from the curse of darkness, 
because he paid the penalty for our sin—in full.  Today when any Christ-
follower reads the blessings and curses in Deuteronomy 28, Jesus gives us 
this truth: “Yes, God is holy and requires holiness of his people.  But here 
is his favor to you, through the Cross: I’ll take on the cursed part.  And you 
take on the blessed part.  I’ll take your sin, and you take my righteousness.”  

It’s impossible to live in defeat as we consider what Jesus did—and does—
for us.  Do you live as if you’re cursed, doomed, having no future?  I fear 
you’ve been persuaded by a lie—one that’s meant to derail you from the 
awesome truth of what Jesus has done for you. 
  

God actually uses our difficult seasons to prepare us to 
receive the blessings of his favor.  

This is a powerful truth, and the lives of the first Christians demonstrate 
it.  No generation in church history ever had it harder.  With everything 
they faced, including bloody persecution, the first Christians had every 
reason to doubt God.  But they knew a deeper reality than their outward 
circumstances.  
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You’re probably familiar with the scene at Pentecost: Peter preached to a 
massive crowd with 3,000 people getting saved on the spot.  Immediately 
those converts of different tongues and ethnicities began to love each 
other, to the point they worshiped together and shared all things in 
common.  The Bible says there was not a need among them.  And all this 
happened in the shadow of a cruel and brutal Roman occupation. 
 
Then persecution followed, and it was severe.  Despite this, the church’s 
“numbers increased daily” because of the joy and love they had.  But when 
the persecution intensified, it sent multitudes of Christians to their deaths.  
Many ended up fleeing Jerusalem, scattering in all directions.  Imagine 
the losses they endured: homes, businesses, possessions, family members.  
I think of the world’s many refugees today trudging hundreds of miles 
carrying their children and their possessions in a backpack.  Watching 
them, I better understand what the early Christians went through. 

Yet in spite of these unimaginable hardships, the first-century believers 
were a powerful witness wherever they landed.  Barnabas was awed by 
what he saw in the scattered church.  “When he arrived [in Antioch] 
and saw this evidence of God’s blessing, he was filled with joy, and he 
encouraged the believers to stay true to the Lord” (Acts 11:23).   

Despite their grievous circumstances, and being seen as the off-scouring 
of the world, the early Christians became missionaries of blessing.  
 
Here is the core of the favored life we have in Christ: He is with 

us in everything, whether our situation is dark or promising.  

I saw great missionary zeal in a couple whose faith was challenged by an 
undisputable “reality.”  When their son was in second grade, a group of 
school officials, including a psychologist, came to them with dispiriting 
news.  The boy was disabled by a severe learning disability.  The best he 
could ever hope to achieve in life was the lowliest rung of work.  The 
parents were told they should remove the boy from school and start 
training him so that maybe he could eventually learn a trade.  

The couple listened intently.  They were in full reality about their son’s 
condition.  Yet they weren’t in denial when they told the officials, “We 
don’t believe that’s God’s plan for our child.”  
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They kept their son in school and spent long hours tutoring and 
encouraging him despite discouraging results.  They constantly told him, 
“We believe in you.”  Years later that young man accepted a diploma, went 
to college where he received all A’s, and now pastors a thriving church.  

Friend, your marriage is not cursed.  Your finances are not cursed.  Your 
health is not cursed.  Regardless of any outward appearances, you are 
walking in God’s favor, which was secured for you by Christ.  That is your 
reality—his Word says so.  

I can assure you of this about God’s favor: “No eye has seen, no ear has 
heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who 
love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).  If you’re willing to hope for that, read on.  
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PART 2:

GOD’S FAVOR AT
WORK FOR YOU





God’s favor follows you.

How do you respond to this statement?  It’s not just a phrase I say to 
encourage you.  It’s a fact based on passage after passage of Scripture.  Yet 
very few in the church live as if this fact is true.  God’s favor does follow us!  

Maybe you’re having marital struggles.  You wonder if the tension with 
your spouse will ever turn around.  Or you suffer from depression, and 
you wonder if it will ever lift so you can feel God’s favor again.  Perhaps 
you have a prodigal child and wonder whether he’ll ever return to faith.  
Or maybe you have a sibling who’s an addict and wonder if she’ll ever be 
free from her bondage after years of indulging it.  

I can guarantee you no Christian ever pictured himself being in seasons 
like these.  No one ever imagined their hardships could outweigh the 
comfort they feel from God.  Yet Peter tells us we’re not to think that such 
trials are unusual: “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it 
comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening 
to you.  But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may 
also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed” (1 Peter 4:12-13, ESV).  

If you’re in the midst of an excruciating season of life, I have a sure word 
for you: Hold on—the Lord is not finished with you.  You may think 
you’re alone in your predicament.  But all along God has been storing up 
blessings for you that you never dreamed of.  As Peter states, his glory is 
going to be revealed through your trial.  
  
In our desire for God’s favor, we can never forget that Satan 

constantly seeks to steal from us.  

The enemy of our souls attacks most fiercely when we’re facing trials.  
But the Bible tells in numerous ways that God restores what Satan 
steals—and not only that, he multiplies it.  In Old Testament times, if a 
thief was caught stealing something he had to replace it sevenfold.  That’s 
a picture of God’s justice.  

Yet in the New Testament, God promises to do even more.  In various 
passages he says he’ll restore what is taken from us thirty-fold or even one 
hundred-fold.  That goes beyond justice; it points to his bountiful grace. 
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In our deepest trials, when everything is turning from bad to worse, it’s 
hard to imagine anything wonderful ever happening again.  There’s such 
a disparity between what we know of our loving God and the very real 
circumstances we face.  But the problem is we can’t see God at work.  
And yet the Bible tells us that’s exactly what he’s doing, when Paul says 
our minds can’t fathom what God has prepared for us who love him (see 
1 Corinthians 2:9).  

A lot of Christians wonder whether God will ever answer their prayers—
to repair a lifeless marriage, to bring back a prodigal child, to rescue an 
addicted sibling, to save a lost parent.  Sometimes after they pray, things 
seem to get worse instead of better.  As they confront more oncoming 
trials, their hope in God’s promises falls by the wayside.  They tell 
themselves, “At one time Jesus worked miracles in my life, but now he 
seems absent completely.  I don’t see any reality of God.  Why should I 
keep believing?” 

I want to tell every struggling Christian, “Hold on.  God is actually 
storing up great blessings for you.  The Lord isn’t idle during your trials!”  
Even when your marriage fails, or your sickness seems hopeless, none 
of these trials means you’re cursed.  Because you’re a child of God, his 
favor and blessings aren’t lifted from you, even though your pain or your 
problem hasn’t lifted.  

Your heavenly Father has been actively working since your 
ordeal started, storing up his appointed blessings for you.  

“How abundant are the good things that you have stored up for those 
who fear you” (Psalm 31:19, NIV).  You may feel like the opposite is 
happening—that everything you cherish is being drained away.  But all 
along God has been working on your behalf.  

Let me offer an illustration.  Let’s say you’ve just secured a dream job and 
you show up for work on Monday ready to dive in.  Then, when Friday 
comes, your paycheck doesn’t arrive.  You think, “Hm, maybe I’m paid 
monthly.”  But at the end of the month, you’re not paid, either.  You  
begin to wonder if you’re not measuring up to the job.  You think you’ve 
lost the boss’s favor.  You begin obsessing over anything you might have 
done wrong. 

22

ULTIMATE FAVOR



This continues for another couple of months, and your spirits sag further 
and further.  What you don’t know is that on the coming Friday your boss 
will not only pay you three months’ wages—he’ll give you thirty years’ 
wages.  It’s an amount you never would have imagined coming your way.  
When it happens you think, “Wow, I don’t deserve this.  It’s an outrageous 
amount—I could never earn it all!”  

Yet that’s the very nature of God’s grace when he blesses us.  We may feel 
like things are in decline, but all the while the Lord is planning a blessing 
that’s meant to take us by surprise and humble us through his mercy. 

Over those barren three months, your boss wasn’t idly neglecting you.  He 
was thinking of you the whole time, creating a blessing you never could’ve 
dreamed would happen.  The blessing we’re looking for as children of God 
isn’t primarily material or physical; it is him.  It is more of him and greater 
depth in him.  What seemed like a withholding of favor was in reality a 
working of far greater favor.  

God won’t withhold anything from us when it comes to 
our belief in him.

Nearly every Christian knows the great, faith-sustaining truth found in 
Romans 8:28: “We know that God causes everything to work together for 
the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose 
for them.”  This amazing truth has brought hope to tens of millions.  Yet 
the context it appears in is even more amazing.  

Paul had just been writing about life in the Spirit.  He says the Spirit-life 
we have in Christ determines how we view every event of life.  No matter 
how many trials come at us, we can know God is at work shaping every 
part of it for our good.  Then Paul adds this amazing statement: “If God 
is for us, who can ever be against us?  Since he did not spare even his own 
Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else?” 
(8:31-32). 

Paul is stating something vital he wants every Christian to know: “Can’t 
you see how easy it is for God to give you everything you need?  He has 
already given you the costliest thing: his own Son, to die on the cross.”  
What a powerful truth.  God held back nothing to provide our freedom 
from all bondage, including his precious Son.  Now the same power that 
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raised Jesus from the dead resides in us, raising us to newness of life.  God 
is saying, “I didn’t hold my Son back from you.  And I won’t withhold the 
power you need to overcome your crisis.” 

A lot of Christians have trouble grasping this.  They see God as 
withholding blessings, not showering them.  They think he blesses only 
certain people whose faith is greater than theirs.  So they step up their 
efforts to please him by sweating and striving.  But this only makes them 
vulnerable to Satan’s accusations: “You’re not doing something right.  Your 
walk isn’t good enough.  Why else would all this be happening?”  

These lies are meant to color our view of God’s goodness and grace.  
Thankfully, Paul steps in with a list of the amazing things our merciful 
Father does for us.  Note how many times the phrase “for us” appears: 

Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own?  No 
one—for God himself has given us right standing with himself.  
Who then will condemn us?  No one—for Christ Jesus died for us 
and was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor  
at God’s right hand, pleading for us (8:33-34, my italics).  

Finally, Paul offers assuring words to everyone who suffers: “Can anything 
ever separate us from Christ’s love?  Does it mean he no longer loves us if 
we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or 
in danger, or threatened with death?  (As the Scriptures say, ‘For your sake 
we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.’)  No, despite 
all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us” 
(8:35-37, my italics).    

Overwhelming victory in the midst of our crises—what a gift for us!  
 

Christ’s overwhelming favor dwells in those who remain 
convinced of his great love despite their suffering.

“I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love.  
Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for 
today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can 
separate us from God’s love” (8:38, my italics).  
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Paul gives us a helpful word to cling to here: convinced.  It is the key to 
being freed from every doubt about God’s loving favor toward us.    

Yet even when we have lingering doubts, God’s grace flows freely to  
heal us.  It happened for the disciple Thomas, who doubted his friends 
when they said Jesus was alive.  Thomas represents a lot of Christians  
today.  They once believed with zeal.  They sacrificed to take part in 
Christ’s glorious work.  They rejoiced as they saw God visibly on the  
move transforming lives.  But then came a lingering trial that dragged  
on for years.  

These Christians still go to church and hear sermons about God’s 
goodness.  But something inside them has died and they can’t resurrect 
it.  The lingering disappointment of their long, dismal setback has beaten 
them down too far. 

Is this you?  Jesus wants to come to you just as he did to Thomas.  He 
wants to show you his scars from the worst possible trial.  He wants the 
power of his resurrection to raise you to life in a way you could never 
do for yourself.  He comes to convince you of his eternal Word—to 
demonstrate through his resurrection that nothing will ever derail  
you from his kingdom purpose: “No power in the sky above or in  
the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our  
Lord” (8:39).  

Because of Jesus’ loving grace, Thomas believed again.  History tells us he 
became one of the most impactful of all the disciples.  He took the gospel 
to India, where he founded influential churches in seven major cities.  
Today India has nearly 30 million Christians.  

Jesus withheld nothing from Thomas when his friend needed to believe 
again.  Jesus also calls you his friend, and he has withheld nothing to keep 
you in his love.  “I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t 
confide in his slaves.  Now you are my friends, since I have told you 
everything the Father told me” (John 15:15).  

Let Jesus convince you again.  He brings resurrection life to you in the 
midst of your trial.  Like Thomas, you will see his glory again—and you 
will be amazed.  
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PART 3:

SEEKING THE BEST
KIND OF FAVOR





You may feel your life is in total misery, with no 
possibility of redemption.  

I can tell you this for sure: God wants to show you his favor right where 
you are, in your present circumstance.  It doesn’t matter how you got 
there.  He is changing things already.  If you were able to see that, you 
wouldn’t feel like giving up.  

I have a friend whose life became a modern-day version of Job’s.  Deeply 
blessed, he was shocked as his life blew up almost overnight.  The wife he 
loved and cherished had an affair, breaking his heart.  Yet he still loved her 
and was determined to repair the marriage.  He worked hard to make that 
happen, but ultimately his wife chose a different path, leaving him for the 
other man.  

Within a few weeks, he lost his well-paying job.  That caused him to lose 
his house.  The losses meant his wife would get custody of their children.  
With all these trials piling up, he came to me totally distressed.  “I’m out of 
work and homeless,” he said.  “I’ve lost my family, everything I loved.  My 
life will never be the same.”  

If ever there was someone whose life appeared to be in disfavor, it was my 
friend.  We both knew nothing could ever make the situation completely 
right, to repair the blessed life he once had.  Divorce is always harmful and 
hurtful, with lasting effects on children.  He seemed completely out of hope.  

Yet God did something supernatural for my friend.  A few years later 
he met a beautiful, loving, godly woman.  She loved him and became 
the delight of his life.  And she became a loving stepmom to his kids.  
Suddenly I saw my friend become the happiest man I’d ever seen.  Around 
that time he got a job with a growing company and worked his way up to 
an executive position.  It was a beautiful, amazing thing to behold.  

My friend’s life could have easily taken a very  
different direction.  

When he felt God was absent, something in his heart told him otherwise—
and he held on.  When it looked like all favor was gone—that his broken 
life would never be whole again—he knew in his heart, “My Redeemer 
lives.”  Somehow he trusted during his most painful time that God was 
accumulating a great harvest in his storehouse.  
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I’ve learned through forty years of ministry that the more difficult the 
trial, the greater the reward at the end of it.  Right now, you may be in a 
dark hour, perhaps the darkest you’ve ever known.  The things pressing 
you down haven’t changed for years.  Yet God favors you—his Word says 
so.  No bad decision you ever made can hold him back from blessing you 
as he desires.  He is your Savior and also your Redeemer, the One who 
resurrects beauty from ashes.  

He is with you in your circumstance, building up your blessings in his 
amazing storehouse.  And the longer you endure your storm, the greater 
his supply for you.  Hold on, for his purpose for you is not finished.  
Paul’s wise, prophetic words to the Christians in Rome bear repeating: 
“We know that God causes everything to work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them” 
(Romans 8:28).  

Those who love God know the great difference between his 
unlimited favor and his ultimate favor.

Today, when a lot of pastors preach on favor, their definition is limited to 
possessions, positions and acquisitions—better homes, cars and jobs, a 
happier family and a growing income.  I do believe God favors his people 
this way.  But there’s a danger when we live for this kind of favor at the 
risk of losing something much higher.  We short-change ourselves when 
we live for anything but ultimate favor.  Let me explain.

Everyone knows about the biblical concept of a Promised Land.  It’s the 
arrival place for anyone seeking freedom, relief from bondage and the 
joy of a blessed life.  The original Promised Land was a gift God gave to 
ancient Israel—a literal place called Canaan, a fertile land bursting with 
oversized fruits and flowing rivers.
  
It was the stuff of dreams for the Israelites.  They’d been beaten down and 
exiled for generations.  Yet when they arrived at Canaan’s border—a land 
of plenty in every sense—God made an unusual statement to Moses: “Go 
up to a land flowing with milk and honey; but I will not go up among 
you, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people” 
(Exodus 33:3, ESV).
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What a shocker.  God’s words to his people here may sound harsh, but 
when it’s put into context, we see it’s anything but that.  He had freed 
Israel from 400 years of slavery in Egypt.  Now, on the cusp of their entry 
to the Promised Land, God made this surprising declaration: “I will not 
go with you.”  

He explains why in the next phrase: “For you are a stiff-necked people.”  
Even after all the miraculous things God did for the Israelites, they 
complained every time they faced a new hardship.  Their experiences—
and the miracles he performed for them—never translated into faith.  
Instead, the people attacked his character.  They accused God of delivering 
them just to see them die in the desert.  Every time Moses turned around 
they were threatening to reject God and abandon his leading.  

But Moses’ faith was different.  He knew the goodness of God, as 
demonstrated in all his supernatural works for Israel.  In fact, the Lord’s 
favor toward his people seemed bottomless, never ending, unlimited.  
No matter what obstacle they faced or how impossible it seemed, God 
brought them through every time.  

Moses marveled at the character of a God who mercifully performed all 
these things on their behalf.  So when the Lord said he wouldn’t go with 
them into the Promised Land, Moses answered, “If your presence will not 
go with me, do not bring us up from here” (33:15).  In other words: “Lord, 
if you won’t be there, then I’m not going.”  

To mature in faith, every Christian ultimately chooses between 
seeking God’s unlimited favor and his ultimate favor.

Moses knew how important God’s blessings were to Israel.  His 
supernatural works had saved their lives.  He sent manna from heaven 
when the people faced starvation.  He brought water from a rock when 
their bodies were parched beyond their limits.  Yet Moses recognized that 
even those vital blessings weren’t the point of these experiences.  Rather, it 
was to know and trust the compassionate, loving God who bestowed them.  

Moses’ next statement comes as no surprise: “Please show me now your 
ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight” (33:13).  
Moses knew that, ultimately, God’s favor wasn’t found in the blessings he 
provided; they were found in knowing the Lord himself.  
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I thank God for all his earthly blessings.  As a pastor, I get to see his 
amazing work in people’s lives all the time.  He restores marriages that 
have broken apart.  He provides for those who struggle economically.   
He brings healing to people’s sick, broken bodies.  

As I write this, I think of a little boy named Isaiah who wasn’t expected to 
live for ten days after his birth.  After he survived the first year, doctors said 
he would never walk.  Recently his mom sent me a video of young Isaiah 
dancing with a little girl at a wedding.  

I also think of a young man named Chad who was beaten down by the 
people meant to nurture him.  The circumstances Chad faced in life were 
unbelievably hard.  Yet now Chad is catching on to how much God loves 
him, and he wants to be baptized. 

All of these things speak of God’s unlimited favor—his ability to breathe life 
into any desert wilderness.  We all experience his favor in ways too great 
to measure: our relationships, our health, our work, our school.  When we 
struggle in any area of life, or our circumstances get too difficult, he sustains 
us with his soothing presence.  God has done things in our lives we never 
could imagine happening.  His unlimited favor knows no boundaries.  

Yet beyond God’s unlimited favor is his ultimate favor.  

Like Moses, we’re able to know something of God that 
exceeds even his supernatural blessings.  

This sort of favor isn’t found in the things God does—it’s found in the Lord 
himself.  As Moses said, in so many words, “Lord, what good are grapes 
and milk and honey—all the blessings of life—if you’re not present?”  

A famous Christian writer posed a similar question.  He asked, in essence, 
“What if heaven was a place where you could have everything you 
wanted—where all your dreams come true, every aspiration and desire is 
made a reality—but God isn’t there?  Would you want to go?”  

It’s a legitimate question for any Christian.  Do we desire God’s blessings 
apart from knowing him, the Giver of all good things?  Or, like Moses, 
would we prefer to have every blessing stripped away rather than lose 
God’s presence?  

32

ULTIMATE FAVOR



I don’t take God’s blessings lightly.  And neither does his Word.  There’s 
hardly a book in the Bible that doesn’t mention God’s concern for the 
poor.  Poverty affects every area of life, and we’re to give food to the 
hungry, hope to the downcast, healing to the brokenhearted.  These 
actions demonstrate God’s favor to those who need it most.  

But for those of us who know God’s abundant blessings, Moses conveys 
something important: Even daily bread pales compared to knowing God.  
Moses’ example calls us to experience a higher kind of favor.  

It’s not that Christians today aren’t grateful for God’s blessings.  Our 
problem is we stop there.  We say, “Lord, your unlimited favor is enough 
for me.”  But according to this passage, it isn’t enough.  We can have the 
most vibrant marriage, the most beautiful home, the most fulfilling job 
and the greatest kids—but if Jesus isn’t in the midst of them, we have 
nothing.  

Are we willing to declare with Moses, “Lord, if you’re not there, I won’t 
go”?  If we do, God will answer us the way he did Moses: “My presence 
will go with you, and I will give you rest” (33:14).  

The Lord wanted to enter Canaan with Israel, but he couldn’t 
abide their idolatry.

 
Even after the Lord blessed them so powerfully, the Israelites turned to 
idols.  While Moses was communing with God in the mountains, the 
people melted down their jewelry and made a golden statue of a calf.  We 
can’t really relate to this kind of thing today.  But the upshot is this: When 
you pursue God’s blessings without seeking God himself, you end up in 
idolatry—because the focus of your pursuit is something earthen.  As Paul 
says, “They exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and 
served the creature rather than the Creator” (Romans 1:25, ESV).  

Thankfully, today most of us don’t have to plead for water or bread.  We can 
just turn on the tap or go to the grocery store.  But we have golden idols 
of our own, things we seek apart from God: job success, financial security, 
material comfort.  Those aren’t bad things; they’re great blessings.  But if we 
want them more than we want God—if they become the focus of our life’s 
pursuit—we’ve built an idol.  And God will say to us, “Go ahead, pursue 
that.  Enjoy it.  But you won’t find me present in any of it.”  
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I love Moses’ response: “God, kill me in the desert before you lead me to 
someplace that you aren’t.”  I pray this becomes the church’s cry as well: 
“Lord, my life has been so blessed that I’ve let myself get misdirected.   
My eyes have been on your unlimited favor, the blessings you give.  I want 
something different.  Let my life be defined by your ultimate favor—to 
know you for who you are.  That’s what I want for my life!” 

I want to ask you: Is God enough for you?  Does knowing him satisfy you?  
Or is there anything that keeps you from that, an idol you’ve put before 
him?  His first commandment is, “You shall have no other gods before me” 
(Exodus 20:3, ESV).  

The favor of knowing God was sufficient for Moses.  

Rather than going to the Promised Land, Moses asked, “Please show me 
your glory” (33:18).  Imagine God’s pleasure at hearing this.  Every earthly 
parent knows the constant pleading of her children’s voices asking for 
things, but nothing warms her heart like hearing her child say, “Mommy,  
I love you for who you are.”  

God was so pleased with Moses’ desire that he granted his request, as far as 
he could allow it.  “He said, ‘You cannot see my face, for man shall not see 
me and live’” (33:20).  God’s unapproachable light is too fierce for humans 
to experience fully; his holiness is all consuming: “lest I consume you on 
the way” (33:3).  But he did want Moses to experience his glory in part.  
The Lord told him, in effect, “I can’t show you my face.  But I can show you 
the effects of my presence and the trail of goodness I leave behind” (see 
33:21-23).  

To protect Moses, he said, “While my glory passes by I will put you in 
a cleft of the rock…until I have passed by” (33:22).  This verse tells us 
everything about God’s amazing grace in the Old Testament.  Even before 
the cross—before Christ shed his blood for our salvation—God hid Moses 
in his grace “in the cleft of the rock.”  As Paul explains, “The Rock was 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 10:4, ESV).  

Scripture says Moses’ face was transformed by God’s glory—a change so 
powerful he had to “put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not 
gaze at the outcome” (2 Corinthians 3:13, ESV).  Anyone who encounters 
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Jesus experiences the same transformation—a change so profound the 
whole world sees it and is awed.  
 

Today God has removed every limitation and barrier to 
reveal the fullness of his glory in Jesus. 

 
“We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.  
For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:18).  

Today we don’t have to hide in a crevice as Moses did; God’s glory 
has been revealed fully in Jesus.  We don’t have to wait for water to be 
poured from a rock; rivers of Living Water flow to us continually from 
his indwelling Spirit.  Friend, God’s ultimate favor isn’t in a house or car 
or job—it’s in his presence, and he doesn’t withhold it from us.  Christ’s 
saving sacrifice has lifted the veil completely so we can know his glory 
without hindrance.  That is God’s supreme, ultimate favor!  

The Israelites could have experienced God’s glory just as Moses did.  
The Lord wanted to accompany them into the Promised Land, but their 
bitterness prevented it.  It had happened before.  When they were without 
water in the wilderness, they put God on trial.  The original Hebrew 
language suggests a “hammer” or “gavel,” meaning they judged the Lord 
and convicted him.  

What a horrible act, especially for a people so blessed by God.  At a time 
when they could have trusted him in faith, they complained, “At least 
in Egypt we had food and water.  We had safety and security.  We had 
homes to live in.”  Now that those things were taken away, the people were 
consumed with bitterness.  Their idols had overcome them.  

Yet here was God’s mercy to them: Despite their sin, God told Moses 
to strike a rock with his staff—and water came flowing out.  That rock 
represents Jesus, taking on the wrath of judgment for our sins.  Then God 
offered them Living Water: “For they drank from the spiritual Rock that 
followed them, and the Rock was Christ” (1 Corinthians 10:4, ESV).  

Let me ask you a final question: What does your heart long for?  Is your 
main dream a financial goal, a material desire?  Or is it the hope of God’s 
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glory, which transforms all of life?  He has blessed you abundantly with 
his unlimited favor.  Yet there’s more to know of our great God than 
earthly blessings.  He wants you to know his glorious presence in every 
realm of life.  

I urge you to pray with me: “Lord, show me every idol that prevents 
me from your presence.  Don’t let anything—even good things—blind 
me to you in any way.  I won’t go anywhere or do anything if you’re not 
there!”  Amen.
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