
Question: "Is the Word of Faith movement biblical?"

Answer: Word of Faith teaching is decidedly unbiblical. It is not a denomination and does not
have a formal organization or hierarchy. Instead, it is a movement that is heavily influenced by a
number of high-profile pastors and teachers such as Kenneth Hagin, Benny Hinn, Kenneth
Copeland, Paul and Jan Crouch, and Fred Price.

The Word of Faith movement grew out of the Pentecostal movement in the late 20th century. Its
founder was E. W. Kenyon, who studied the metaphysical New Thought teachings of Phineas
Quimby. Mind science (where "name it and claim it" originated) was combined with
Pentecostalism, resulting in a peculiar mix of orthodox Christianity and mysticism. Kenneth
Hagin, in turn, studied under E. W. Kenyon and made the Word of Faith movement what it is
today. Although individual teachings range from completely heretical to completely ridiculous,
what follows is the basic theology most Word of Faith teachers align themselves with.

At the heart of the Word of Faith movement is the belief in the "force of faith." It is believed
words can be used to manipulate the faith-force, and thus actually create what they believe
Scripture promises (health and wealth). Laws supposedly governing the faith-force are said to
operate independently of God's sovereign will and that God Himself is subject to these laws.
This is nothing short of idolatry, turning our faith—and by extension ourselves—into god.

From here, its theology just strays further and further from Scripture: it claims that God created
human beings in His literal, physical image as little gods. Before the fall, humans had the
potential to call things into existence by using the faith-force. After the fall, humans took on
Satan's nature and lost the ability to call things into existence. In order to correct this situation,
Jesus Christ gave up His divinity and became a man, died spiritually, took Satan's nature upon
Himself, went to hell, was born again, and rose from the dead with God's nature. After this,
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to replicate the Incarnation in believers so they could become little
gods as God had originally intended.

Following the natural progression of these teachings, as little gods we again have the ability to
manipulate the faith-force and become prosperous in all areas of life. Illness, sin, and failure are
the result of a lack of faith, and are remedied by confession—claiming God's promises for
oneself into existence. Simply put, the Word of Faith movement exalts man to god-status and
reduces God to man-status. Needless to say, this is a false representation of what Christianity is
all about. Obviously, Word of Faith teaching does not take into account what is found in
Scripture. Personal revelation, not Scripture, is highly relied upon in order to come up with such
absurd beliefs, which is just one more proof of its heretical nature.

Countering Word of Faith teaching is a simple matter of reading the Bible. God alone is the
Sovereign Creator of the Universe (Genesis 1:3; 1 Timothy 6:15) and does not need faith—He is



the object of faith (Mark 11:22; Hebrews 11:3). God is spirit and does not have a physical body
(John 4:24). Man was created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26, 27; 9:6), but this does not
make him a little god or divine. Only God has a divine nature (Galatians 4:8; Isaiah 1:6-11, 43:10,
44:6; Ezekiel 28:2; Psalm 8:6-8). Christ is Eternal, the Only Begotten Son, and the only
incarnation of God (John 1:1, 2, 14, 15, 18; 3:16; 1 John 4:1). In Him dwelt the fullness of the
Godhead bodily (Colossians 2:9). By becoming a man, Jesus gave up the glory of heaven but not
His divinity (Philippians 2:6-7), though He did choose to withhold His power while walking the
earth as man.

The Word of Faith movement is deceiving countless people, causing them to grasp after a way
of life and faith that is not biblical. At its core is the same lie Satan has been telling since the
Garden: “You shall be as God” (Genesis 3:5). Sadly, those who buy into the Word of Faith
movement are still listening to him. Our hope is in the Lord, not in our own words, not even in
our own faith (Psalm 33:20-22). Our faith comes from God in the first place (Ephesians 2:8;
Hebrews 12:2) and is not something we create for ourselves. So, be wary of the Word of Faith
movement and any church that aligns itself with Word of Faith teachings.

Question: "Are faith healers for real? Does a faith healer heal with the same power as Jesus?"

Answer: There is no doubt that God has the power to heal anyone at any time. The question is
whether He chooses to do so through those who are called “faith healers.” These individuals
typically convince their audiences that God wants them to be well and that through their
faith—and usually a financial offering—God will reward their faith by healing them through the
power of Jesus.

By comparing the healing ministry of the Lord Jesus to that of the modern faith healers, we can
determine whether their claims have any basis in Scripture. If, as they say, they heal through the
same power and in the same way that Jesus healed, we should be able to see marked
similarities between them. However, just the opposite is true. Mark 1:29-34 gives us a
description of just one day of Jesus’ healing ministry. His power to heal—and to do all kinds of
miracles—was evidence that He had power over both the physical and spiritual effects of the
curse of sin. He healed those afflicted with physical diseases, illnesses, and injuries, even
raising the dead, and He cast demons out of those who were possessed by them. Only God can
rescue us from the results of the Fall of man into sin—disease and death—and by His miracles,
Jesus proved His deity.

There are several distinctives in the way Jesus healed that are not characteristic of the modern
faith healers. First, He healed instantly. Peter’s mother-in-law (Mark 1:31), the centurion’s son
(Matthew 8:13), Jairus’ daughter (Mark 5:41-42), and the paralytic (Luke 5:24-25) were all healed



immediately. They did not have to go home and start to get better, as is the advice from many
faith healers. Second, Jesus healed totally. Peter’s mother-in-law was fully functional after being
healed from an illness so severe she was bedridden, but when Jesus healed her, she rose
immediately and prepared a meal for all who were in the house. The blind beggars in Matthew
20:34 were given instant sight. Third, Jesus healed everyone (Matthew 4:24; Luke 4:40). They
were not required to be pre-screened by the disciples before coming to Jesus for healing, as is
the standard procedure with the healers today. There was no healing line they had to qualify for.
Jesus healed all the time in many places, not in a studio with carefully-controlled
circumstances.

Fourth, Jesus healed actual organic diseases, not symptoms as the faith healers do. Jesus
never healed anyone of a headache or back pain. He healed leprosy, blindness, and paralysis,
miracles that were truly verifiable. Finally, Jesus healed the ultimate disease—death. He brought
forth Lazarus after four days in the grave. No faith healer can duplicate that. In addition, His
healings did not require faith as a precondition. In fact, most of those He healed were
unbelievers.

There have always been false healers who prey on the suffering and the desperate in order to
pad their bank accounts. Such behavior is the worst kind of blasphemy because many whose
money is wasted on false promises reject Christ outright because He does not do what the
healer has promised. Why, if faith healers have the power to heal, do they not walk the halls of
the hospitals healing everyone and releasing them all? Why do they not go to Africa and cure all
the AIDS cases? They do not because they cannot. They do not have the power of healing that
Jesus possessed.


