
Question: "What is the New Jerusalem?"

Answer: The New Jerusalem, which is also called the Tabernacle of God, the Holy City, the City
of God, the Celestial City, the City Foursquare, and Heavenly Jerusalem, is literally heaven on
earth. It is referred to in the Bible in several places (Galatians 4:26; Hebrews 11:10; 12:22–24;
and 13:14), but it is most fully described in Revelation 21.

In Revelation 21, the recorded history of man is at its end. All of the ages have come and gone.
Christ has gathered His church in the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:15–17). The Tribulation has
passed (Revelation 6—18). The battle of Armageddon has been fought and won by our Lord
Jesus Christ (Revelation 19:17–21). Satan has been chained for the 1,000-year reign of Christ
on earth (Revelation 20:1–3). A new, glorious temple has been established in Jerusalem
(Ezekiel 40—48). The final rebellion against God has been quashed, and Satan has received his
just punishment, an eternity in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:7–10.) The Great White Throne
Judgment has taken place, and mankind has been judged (Revelation 20:11–15).

In Revelation 21:1 God does a complete make-over of heaven and earth (Isaiah 65:17; 2 Peter
3:12–13). The new heaven and new earth are what some call the “eternal state” and will be
“where righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13). After the re-creation, God reveals the New
Jerusalem. John sees a glimpse of it in his vision: “The Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband”
(Revelation 21:2). This is the city that Abraham looked for in faith (Hebrews 11:10). It is the
place where God will dwell with His people forever (Revelation 21:3). Inhabitants of this celestial
city will have all tears wiped away (Revelation 21:4).

The New Jerusalem will be fantastically huge. John records that the city is nearly 1,400 miles
long, and it is as wide and as high as it is long—a perfect cube (Revelation 21:15–17). The city
will also be dazzling in every way. It is lighted by the glory of God (verse 23). Its twelve
foundations, bearing the names of the twelve apostles, are “decorated with every kind of
precious stone” (verse 19). It has twelve gates, each a single pearl, bearing the names of the
twelve tribes of Israel (verses 12 and 21). The street will be made of pure gold (verse 21).

The New Jerusalem will be a place of unimagined blessing. The curse of the old earth will be
gone (Revelation 22:3). In the city are the tree of life “for the healing of the nations” and the river
of life (verses 1–2). It is the place that Paul spoke of: “In the coming ages [God] might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians
2:6). The New Jerusalem is the ultimate fulfillment of all God’s promises. The New Jerusalem is
God’s goodness made fully manifest.

Who are the residents of the New Jerusalem? The Father and the Lamb are there (Revelation
21:22). Angels are at the gates (verse 12). But the city will be filled with God’s redeemed



children. The New Jerusalem is the righteous counter to the evil Babylon (Revelation 17),
destroyed by God’s judgment (Revelation 18). The wicked had their city, and God has His. To
which city do you belong? Babylon the Great or the New Jerusalem? If you believe that Jesus,
the Son of God, died and rose again and have asked God to save you by His grace, then you are
a citizen of the New Jerusalem. “God raised [you] up with Christ and seated [you] with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6). You have “an inheritance that can never
perish, spoil or fade” (1 Peter 1:4). If you have not yet trusted Christ as your Savior, then we urge
you to receive Him. The invitation is extended: “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let the
one who hears say, ‘Come!’ Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the
free gift of the water of life” (Revelation 22:17).

Question: "What will be the purpose of the walls around the New Jerusalem?"

Answer: Beginning with Revelation 21:9, John records his final vision picturing the city of God,
the New Jerusalem where believers in Christ will spend their eternal lives. The New Jerusalem is
the ultimate fulfillment of all of God’s promises. It exemplifies the total goodness of God, its
infinite brilliance “like that of a very precious jewel, like as jasper, clear as crystal” (Revelation
21:11). It is here that Scripture gives us a description so magnificent that we are able to get a
glimpse of the glories of eternal heaven. In this passage, an angel of God has taken John to the
top of a great and high mountain. From there John looks down upon this Holy City and tries to
describe the indescribable. The city is like a massive, crystal-clear diamond with the glory of
God shining from its center over all the new heavens and the new earth. All of eternity is bathed
in its splendor.

Then in verse 12, John moves from describing its general appearance to its exterior design
beginning with the walls. Human words are incapable of describing what John is trying to
convey, which is why he continually uses similes, saying often “it is like” something else. But he
gives us just enough to excite our hearts and stir our souls. God, through John, gets us as close
to the understanding of this place as our finite minds can comprehend.

The walls of the city, described as “great and high,” are an obvious symbol of exclusion of all
that are unworthy to enter the city. Though innumerable believers will enjoy its glory, there is the
chilling reminder that only the redeemed may enter. In the wall itself are twelve gates guarded
by twelve angels and inscribed with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. In keeping with the
square shape of the city, the gates are located on each of the four sides as specified in verse
13. It is noteworthy, however, that not only are the twelve apostles represented but also the
twelve tribes of Israel. This should settle beyond any question the matter of the inclusion of Old
Testament saints. It apparently is the divine intent to represent that the New Jerusalem will
have among its citizens not only believers of the present age, but also Israel and the saints of



other ages, all of whom make up the Church of Jesus Christ.

But a final question remains: if those within the walls of the New Jerusalem are the saved, who
then are those outside its walls? The last three verses of chapter 21 gives us the answer: “On no
day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The glory and honor of the nations
will be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is
shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life”
(Revelation 21:25-27). The city’s gates in the wall will never be shut. It is not that outside of the
New Jerusalem, unsaved people are still roaming around, but this pictures a city with open
gates on a new earth where believers will dwell throughout eternity. Ancient cities shut their
gates at night for security purposes. However, since there will be no night there, and since all
evil will have been eradicated, these gates will stay open constantly. Revelation seems to
picture a great amount of activity coming and going from the city, but all who go in and out are
those redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. The unredeemed are a long way outside the city’s
walls—in the “outer darkness” of hell (Matthew 8:12), consigned to the lake of fire (Revelation
20:14-15)—and can never come near the Holy City.

Jesus Himself, as well as John, specifies the “impure” as those who will not enter the city:
“Outside are the dogs who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the
idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood” as well as the “cowardly, the
unbelieving, the vile, and all liars” (Revelation 22:15). By contrast, those people whose names
are recorded in the Lamb’s book of life are free to enter the Holy City; they possess life eternal
and belong to their faithful Savior Jesus Christ. The Lamb, who bought them with His blood
(Rev. 5:9), will never blot out their names from His book (Revelation 3:5) and will grant them the
right to the tree of life and entrance into the city (Revelation 22:14).

Though the description of the city does not answer all our questions concerning the eternal
state, the revelation given to John describes a beautiful and glorious future for all who put their
trust in the living God. Conversely, it reveals to us that when the end does come, no opportunity
will remain for one’s repentance and acceptance into heaven. The truth is this: spiritual renewal
takes place in this present life, not in the afterlife.

Question: "What are the New Heavens and the New Earth?"

Answer: Many people have a misconception of what heaven is truly like. Revelation chapters
21-22 gives us a detailed picture of the new heavens and the new earth. After the events of the
end times, the current heavens and earth will be done away with and replaced by the new
heavens and new earth. The eternal dwelling place of believers will be the new earth. The new
earth is the “heaven” on which we will spend eternity. It is the new earth where the New



Jerusalem, the heavenly city, will be located. It is on the new earth that the pearly gates and
streets of gold will be.

Heaven—the new earth—is a physical place where we will dwell with glorified physical bodies (1
Corinthians 15:35-58). The concept that heaven is “in the clouds” is unbiblical. The concept that
we will be “spirits floating around in heaven” is also unbiblical. The heaven that believers will
experience will be a new and perfect planet on which we will dwell. The new earth will be free
from sin, evil, sickness, suffering, and death. It will likely be similar to our current earth, or
perhaps even a re-creation of our current earth, but without the curse of sin.

What about the new heavens? It is important to remember that in the ancient mind, “heavens”
referred to the skies and outer space, as well as the realm in which God dwells. So, when
Revelation 21:1 refers to the new heavens, it is likely indicating that the entire universe will be
created—a new earth, new skies, a new outer space. It seems as if God's heaven will be
recreated as well, to give everything in the universe a “fresh start,” whether physical or spiritual.
Will we have access to the new heavens in eternity? Possibly, but we will have to wait to find
out. May we all allow God’s Word to shape our understanding of heaven.

Question: "What is Heaven like?"

Answer: Heaven is a real place described in the Bible. The word “heaven” is found 276 times in
the New Testament alone. Scripture refers to three heavens. The apostle Paul was “caught up
to the third heaven,” but he was prohibited from revealing what he experienced there (2
Corinthians 12:1-9).

If a third heaven exists, there must also be two other heavens. The first is most frequently
referred to in the Old Testament as the “sky” or the “firmament.” This is the heaven that
contains clouds, the area that birds fly through. The second heaven is interstellar/outer space,
which is the abode of the stars, planets, and other celestial objects (Genesis 1:14-18).

The third heaven, the location of which is not revealed, is the dwelling place of God. Jesus
promised to prepare a place for true Christians in heaven (John 14:2). Heaven is also the
destination of Old Testament saints who died trusting God's promise of the Redeemer
(Ephesians 4:8). Whoever believes in Christ shall never perish but have eternal life (John 3:16).

The apostle John was privileged to see and report on the heavenly city (Revelation 21:10-27).
John witnessed that heaven (the new earth) possesses the “glory of God” (Revelation 21:11),
the very presence of God. Because heaven has no night and the Lord Himself is the light, the
sun and moon are no longer needed (Revelation 22:5).



The city is filled with the brilliance of costly stones and crystal clear jasper. Heaven has twelve
gates (Revelation 21:12) and twelve foundations (Revelation 21:14). The paradise of the Garden
of Eden is restored: the river of the water of life flows freely and the tree of life is available once
again, yielding fruit monthly with leaves that “heal the nations” (Revelation 22:1-2). However
eloquent John was in his description of heaven, the reality of heaven is beyond the ability of
finite man to describe (1 Corinthians 2:9).

Heaven is a place of “no mores.” There will be no more tears, no more pain, and no more sorrow
(Revelation 21:4). There will be no more separation, because death will be conquered
(Revelation 20:6). The best thing about heaven is the presence of our Lord and Savior (1 John
3:2). We will be face to face with the Lamb of God who loved us and sacrificed Himself so that
we can enjoy His presence in heaven for eternity.

Question: "Are there different levels of Heaven? Are there three heavens?"

Answer: The closest thing Scripture says to there being different levels of heaven is found in 2
Corinthians 12:2, “I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third
heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God knows.” Some
interpret this as indicating that there are three different levels of heaven, a level for
“super-committed Christians” or Christians who have obtained a high level of spirituality, a level
for “ordinary” Christians, and a level for Christians who did not serve God faithfully. This view
has no basis in Scripture.

Paul is not saying that there are three heavens or even three levels of heaven. In many ancient
cultures, people used the term heaven to describe three different “realms”—the sky, outer space,
and then a spiritual heaven. Paul was saying that God took him to the “spiritual” heaven—the
realm beyond the physical universe where God dwells. The concept of different levels of heaven
may have come in part from Dante’s The Divine Comedy in which the poet describes both
heaven and hell as having nine different levels. The Divine Comedy, however, is a fictional work.
The idea of different levels of heaven is foreign to Scripture.

Scripture does speak of different rewards in heaven. Jesus said regarding rewards, “Behold, I
am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has
done” (Revelation 22:12). Since Jesus will be distributing rewards on the basis of what we have
done, we can safely say that there will be a time of reward for believers and that the rewards will
differ somewhat from person to person.

Only those works that survive God’s refining fire have eternal value and will be worthy of reward.
Those valuable works are referred to as “gold, silver, and costly stones” (1 Corinthians 3:12) and
are those things that are built upon the foundation of faith in Christ. Those works that will not be



rewarded are called “wood, hay, and stubble”; these are not evil deeds but shallow activities with
no eternal value. Rewards will be distributed at the “judgment seat of Christ,” a place where
believers’ lives will be evaluated for the purpose of rewards. “Judgment” of believers never
refers to punishment for sin. Jesus Christ was punished for our sin when He died on the cross,
and God said about us: “I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more”
(Hebrews 8:12). What a glorious thought! The Christian need never fear punishment, but can
look forward to crowns of reward that he can cast at the feet of the Savior. In conclusion, there
are not different levels of heaven, but there are different levels of reward in heaven.


