
 

 

 

Evidence from Prophecies 

Fulfilled in Our Generation 
 

 

As we have noted earlier, one of the most convincing proofs that the 

Bible is inspired is the evidence of thousands of detailed prophecies 

that were fulfilled throughout history. Centuries before the events 

occurred, prophets foretold the rise and fall of empires and cities, 

including Babylon, Tyre, and Nineveh. However, several prophecies that 

have been fulfilled in our lifetime deserve a closer look. These 

prophecies prove not only that the Bible is inspired by God but also 

point to the nearness of Christ's return. 

   Many Christians today long for the return of Jesus Christ. Even Jesus' 

first disciples, the twelve who spent the greatest amount of time with 

Him during His three years of ministry on Earth, were curious about His 

return: "And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto 

him privately, saying, 

  “Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign thy 

coming, and of the end of the world?" (Matthew 24:3). It is 

understandable that those who love and worship Christ also long for Him 

to come back to Earth, just as He said He would. 

Naturally, skeptics  remind  us that  the generations  in  the 

past looked  for the Second Coming but never saw the promise fulfilled. 

So why should we believe our generation will witness the return of 

Christ? Thirty-eight years of careful study of Bible prophecies have 

convinced me of the overwhelming evidence that Jesus Christ will likely 

return in our generation. 

   Each of the prophecies that we will examine in this chapter refers to 

a unique event that was never fulfilled in any past generation. And due 

to their unique nature, many of these predictions could not be fulfilled 

again in another generation. These events have to come to pass in our 

lifetime. Our Lord Jesus Christ warned, "And  when  these things begin to 

come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption 

draweth nigh" (Luke 21:28). Jesus' words will never fail, as we have seen 

in the astounding developments of the mid-twentieth  century, which were 

foretold thousands of years ago. In this chapter we will look at the 

fulfillment of prophecy in our day and additional prophecies that soon 

will be fulfilled in our generation. 

 

The Rebirth of Israel 

 
Israel's rebirth as a nation is one of the most extraordinary and 

unlikely of all biblical prophecies. Ezekiel predicted with marvelous 

precision that Israel would be reborn in the spring of 1948. jesus also 

prophesied about the rebirth of Israel. 

 

Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, 

and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: so likewise 

ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even 

at the doors. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not 



pass, till  all these things be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall 

pass away, but my words shall not pass away. (Matthew 24:32-35) 

 

   In the Scriptures, the images of figs and the fig tree are used as 

symbols for israel. The Bible uses these images in five different 

passages as an exclusive symbol of the nation Israel (see Judges 

9:8-15; Jeremiah 24:1- 10; Hosea 9:10; Matthew 21:18-20; 24:32-34). 

Israel is unique in a number of ways.God created Israel as a people for 

Himself, long before the Jews had a homeland. The Lord made a covenant 

with Abraham, and He was true to His word. He protected His chosen people 

when they were slaves in Egypt, and He preserved their identity when both 

the northern kingdom and the southern kingdom were taken into captivity. 

   God gave His people the Promised Land, and after Solomon built the 

Temple in Jerusalem, His presence was in the Holy of Holies. But after 

the Roman legions destroyed Jerusalem in AD 70, the Jews were scattered 

around the world. They lived in exile for two thousand years, and then 

God fulfilled one of His most remarkable prophecies. 

 

   In 1948, God worked a miracle that defies the human imagination. He 

again created a homeland for His people and brought the Jews back to 

Israel. No other ancient nation ever ceased to exist for a period of 

centuries and then returned to take it’s place on the stage of world 

history. "Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall 

the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at 

once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children" 

(Isaiah 66:8). 

   Most nations evolved gradually over the centuries, such as Egypt or 

France. In the time of the ancient prophets, no one had ever witnessed a 

nation being created in a day. Yet the prophet Isaiah predicted that 

Israel would com into existence just that quickly - in "one day." The 

prophecies of Isaiah and Ezekiel were fulfilled precisely as predicted on 

a date that stands out in history: May 15, 1948. 

 

Predictions About the Arab-Israeli Conflict 

 

The fulfillment of prophecies surrounding the rebirth of Israel 

did not end with the declaration of Israel's independence in 1948. Three  

thousand years ago God inspired David to predict that the reborn nation 

of Israel would be immediately surrounded by enemies, including the Arab 

nations of Jordan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Syria. 

 

For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult: and they that hate thee have 

lifted up the head. They have taken crafty counsel against thy 

people, and consulted against thy hidden ones. They have said, 

Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of 

Israel may be no more in remembrance. For they have consulted 

together with one consent: they are confederate against thee: the 

tabernacles of Edom, and the Ishmaelites; of Moab, and the 

Hagarenes; Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; the Philistines with the 

inhabitants of Tyre; Assur also is joined with them: they have 

holpen the children of Lot. Selah. (Psalm 83:2-8) 

 



   Incredibly, David was describing the modern states of the Middle East 

by naming the ancient nations that joined with the Palestinians in their 

attempt to destroy the Jewish state. 

 

The Miraculous Restoration of the Hebrew Language 

  

Zephaniah predicted something just as improbable--many would say  

impossible--as the rebirth of Israel. God inspired Zephaniah to reveal 

that He would restore the ancient dead language of Hebrew as the living, 

spoken language of the nation of Israel: "For then will I turn to the 

people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, 

to serve him with one consent" (Zephaniah 3:9). This prophecy is all the 

more amazing when you consider that Hebrew ceased to be the common 

language of the Jews long before the life of Christ. 

   No other nation has ever lost its language and later recovered it. No 

one is speaking ancient Egyptian or Chaldee today. A Jewish scholar, 

Eliezer ben Yehuda, began working to revive the dead language of Hebrew 

with its original seven thousand words related to Temple worship as used 

by the priests. Ben Yehuda invented thousands of new Hebrew words to 

stand for things that were not known in ancient Israel, objects such as 

fountain pens, aircraft, and so forth. He created a fourteen-volume 

dictionary for the new living language of Hebrew. 

   Ultimately, ben Yehuda re-created modern Hebrew as the living language 

of five million Israelis. As the Jews began to return from seventy 

different nations in 1948, following two thousand years of exile, the 

government and army began to unify these widely divergent peoples through 

teaching them Hebrew. The Jews of Israel will someday fulfill the 

prophecy of Zephaniah by calling "upon the name of the LORD, to serve him 

with one consent" when they see their Messiah (Z phan.iah 3:9). 

 

The Return of Ethiopian Jews to Israel 

 

Zephaniah made another seemingly impossible prophecy when he declared 

that God would return the Ethiopian Jews to the land of Israel after 

almost three thousand years. In the day of King Solomon, a group of Jews 

from each of the twelve tribes immigrated to Ethiopia with Prince 

Menelik, Solomon's son, and the queen of Sheba, as detailed in my book 

Armageddon: Appointment with Destiny.  

   Numerous Old Testament prophecies foretold the final return of the 

Jewish exiles to the Holy Land. "Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will 

take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, 

and will gather them on every side; and bring them into their own land" 

(Ezekiel 37:21). The prophet Zephaniah foretold the return of a specific 

group of Jews to the Promised Land in the last days: "From beyond the 

rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter of my dispersed, 

shall bring mine offering" (Zephaniah 3:10). 

   Isaiah confirmed the prediction of Zephaniah: "I will say to the 

north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my 

sons from far and my daughters from the ends of the earth" (Isaiah 43:6). 

Isaiah was predicting the miraculous return of the Jews from Russia (the 

north) as we11 as Ethiopia (the south). In the latter part of the 1980s 

and especially in the spring of 1991, more than twenty-five thousand Jews  

returned to Israel from Ethiopia. 



 

The Astonishing Fertility of Israel 

 

Israel, in addition to recovering her homeland, her lost language, and 

millions of Jewish exiles, was destined to become fertile again: "He 

shall cause them that come, of Jacob to take  root: Israel shall 

blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit" (Isaiah 

27:6). The Jews have transformed the previously deserted and desolate 

land into the most agriculturally efficient land on earth. Some 

90 percent of Israel's flower production is now exported, mostly to 

Europe.  Israel supplies more than 90 percent of the citrus fruit 

consumed by hundreds of millions of Europeans. The kibbutzim (collective 

settlements) and moshavim  (cooperative settlements) account for 79 

percent of Israel's agricultural produce. 

   The prophet Joel declared that the desert nation would experience 

tremendous increases  of rain in the last days: "Be glad then, ye 

children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given you 

the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the 

rain, the former  rain, and the latter rain in the first month" (Joel 

2:23). Rainfall did in fact increase in Israel, and the returning Jews 

planted more than two hundred million trees and transformed the 

environment of the Promised Land. "And  the parched  ground  shall become 

a pool, and  the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of 

dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes" (Isaiah 

35:7). 

   Another curious prediction found in Ezekiel 38 claimed that Israel 

would  dwell "without walls...nor gates" in the last days. In the ancient  

past even  small villages depended on walls for defense  against  

invading  armies.  Yet God  inspired  Ezekiel to record the following in 

reference to the coming Russian-Arab invasion  of Israel: "And  thou 

shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled  villages; I will go to 

them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them  dwelling  without  

walls, and  having  neither bars nor gates" (Ezekiel38:11). How could 

Ezekiel have known twenty-five centuries ago that the development of 

modern weapons of war would make city walls and gates irrelevant for 

defensive purposes? Even army bases and residential settlements have no 

walls today. 

 

Plans to Rebuild the Temple 

 
The Bible tells us that Israel will rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem in 

the last days. Isaiah wrote, "And  it shall come to pass in the last 

days, that the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established in the 

top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all 

nations shall flow unto it" (Isaiah 2:2). In the book of Revelation 

(11:1-2), John tells us that the angel took him into the future to 

measure the Temple that will exist during the seven-year Tribulation 

period. Paul confirms this future event in his prophecy about the 

Antichrist occupying the rebuilt Temple: 

 

 

 

 



 

Let no man deoeive you by any means: for that day shall not come, 

except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be 

revealed, the son  of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself 

above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as 

God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 

(2 Thessalonians 2:3-4) 

 

   Ezekiel described his vision of the future Temple with Levites and 

priests worshiping God: "And thou shalt give to the priests the Levites 

that be of the seed of Zadok, which , approach unto me, to minister unto 

me, saith the Lord GOD, a young bullock for a sin offering" 

(Ezekiel43:19). 

 

The Oil of Anointing 

 
One of the most unusual aspects of the ancient Tabernacle and 

Temple was the oil of anointing that was specially prepared using five 

specific ingredients. The oil was used to anoint the Temple and the high 

priests. Moses described God's command to Israel: ;And thou shalt make it 

an oil of holy ointment, an ointment compound after the art of the 

apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing oil. And thou shalt anoint the 

tabernacle of the congregation therewith, and the ark of the testimony" 

(Exodus 30:25-26). However, the oil and its ingredients were lost, 

seemingly forever, when the Romans destroyed the  Temple in AD 70. One of 

the five ingredients  required for the oil of anointing was afars'mon. 

And the Romans burned the only two groves where afars'mon trees grew. 

Without this special ingredient, God's command to anoint the rebuilt 

Temple with oil could not be fulfilled. 

   In addition, Daniel foretold that, when the Messiah returns, He will 

be anointed with this same oil. 

 

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy 

city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and 

to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting 

righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to 

anoint the most Holy. (Daniel 9:24) 

 

   How could these prophecies be fulfilled when one of the key 

ingredients was lost forever? Incredibly, archaeologists led by Dr. 

Joseph Patrich of Hebrew University found a clay flask buried in a cave 

near the Dead Sea caves. The flask was filled with the ancient oil of 

anointing and was discovered after archaeologists followed directions 

listed in the Copper Scroll. Jewish priests in the first century AD had 

hidden various treasures of the Second Temple to keep the Roman Legions  

from stealing  or destroying the Temple treasures and worship vessels. 

Scientists from Hebrew University confirmed with carbon-14 dating that 

the oil discovered near the Dead Sea was two thousand years old and is 

composed of the five ingredients described in Exodus 3:25-26. 

   The ancient oil of anointing is in the possession of the two chief 

rabbis of Israel. Someday, when Israel's Messiah returns to the rebuilt 

Temple, I believe Daniel's prophecy will be fulfilled. Christ will be 

anointed with the sacred oil as God's anointed King. 

 



 

Vessels for Future Temple Worship 

 

Ezekiel foretold that the sacred vessels and linen robes would be 

prepared for use in the Temple during the Millennium. 

 

They shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall come near to my 

table, to minister unto me, and they shall keep my charge. 

 

And it shall come to pass, that when they enter in at the gates of 

the inner court, they shall be clothed with linen garments; and no 

wool shall come upon them, whiles they minister in the gates of the 

inner court, and within. (Ezekiel44:16-17) 

 

   The Temple Institute is one Israeli group that is actively preparing  

for the rebuilding of the Temple. The organization constructed more than 

seventy-five Temple objects and vessels for worship, as well as priestly 

garments required for future Temple services. 

   The yeshivas, or Jewish Bible colleges, have trained more than five 

hundred young  men from the tribe of Levi to fulfill their future duties 

related to Temple worship, music, and sacrifice. The prophecies describe 

the resumption of the sacrifice of the ashes of the Red Heifer to produce 

the waters of purification (see Numbers 19). This will be needed to 

cleanse the defiled Temple objects, the priests, and the defiled stones 

on the Temple Mount. Ezekiel confirmed that the  waters of purification 

will be used to cleanse the future  Temple and the Jewish people: "Then 

will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all 

your  filthiness, and  from all your idols, will I cleanse you" (Ezekiel 

36:25). 

 

The Revival of the Roman Empire 

 

The Bible foretold the revival of the Roman Empire in the final 

generation when the Messiah will return: 

 

And the fourth kingdom [the revived Roman Empire] shall be strong 

as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all 

things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in 

pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part 

of the potter’s clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be 

divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of 

the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. 

And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so 

the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas 

thou sawest iron mixed with miry day, they shall mingle themselves 

with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave on to another, even 

as iron is not mixed with clay. And in the days of these  kings 

shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom [the Millennial Kingdom of 

Jesus Christ], which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom 

shall not be 1eft to other people, but it shall break in pieces and 

consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. (Daniel 

2:40-44) 

 



   Other prophecies in Daniel 7 and Revelation 13 and 17 confirm the 

revival of the Roman Emire as a ten-nation superstate. Following the 

devastation of two world wars, the leadership of Europe came  together to 

create a confederate form of superstate to bring th major nations of 

Europe together. Europe had not been united in such a way since the days 

of ancient Rome. In 1957, six countries signed the Treaty of Rome, which 

laid the foundation for the future  United States of Europe. Henri Spaak, 

the former secretary-general of NATO, admitted in a BBC documentaxy that 

"we felt like  Romans on that day....  We were consciously recreating 

the Roman Empire once more." The European Union is an economic, 

political, and, potentially, a military colossus that will dominate world 

events in the near future. 

 

The Rebuilding of Babylon 

 
One of the most unusual prophecies in the Bible reveals that the city of 

Babylon will be rebuilt and later destroyed by God at the time of 

Armaggeddon. The city will be consumed by supernatural fire from heaven. 

The prophet Isaiah foretold this destruction: "How1 ye; for the day of 

the LORD is at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the  

Almighty....  And  Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the 

Chaldees'  excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah"  

(Isaiah 13:6, 19). He declared that Babylon will not only exist again but 

it will be destroyed on the Great Day of the Lord. 

   When  Saddam  Hussein  ruled  Iraq  with  an  iron  fist, the Iraqi 

government spent more than $2.5 billion rebuilding Babylon. Hussein  

wanted  the rebuilt city to become the center of a renewed Babylonian 

Empire that would rule the Middle East as a regional superpower. He spent 

decades rebuilding the  ruined city and its magnificent palaces. Many of 

the sixty million clay bricks manufactured to  rebuild the walls, which   

extend fifty-six miles in circumference, contain the following 

inscription: "In the era of President Saddam Hussein all Babylon was 

constructed in three stages. From Nebuchadnezzar to Saddam  Hussein, 

Babylon is rising again." 

   The ancient city of Babylon was built over an underground lake of 

asphalt and oil. In this way God has already provided the fuel needed for 

the city's final destruction. In another prophecy God foretold through  

Isaiah that the wicked city would burn forever: 

 

For it is the day of the LORD's vengeance, and the year of 

recompences for the controversy of Zion. And the streams thereof 

shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, 

and the land thereof shall become burning pitch. It shall not be 

quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: 

from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass 

through it for ever and ever. (Isaiah 34:8-10) 

 

One-World Government 

 

More  than  two  thousand  years  ago, John  described  a future global 

government  led by the coming dictator, the Antichrist. 

 



And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to 

overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and 

tongues, and nations. And all that dwell upon the earth shall 

worship him. (Revelation 13:7-8) 

 

   There has never before been a world government. However, as I outlined  

in my book  Shadow Government,  the world's  elite are moving behind  the 

scenes to install a world government as quickly as possible. 

 

Deadly Pestilence 

 

The Bible describes terrible plagues and horrible sores occurring 

throughout the world during the Great Tribulation. The plagues that will 

destroy hundreds of millions of lives in the last day may include the 

effects of biological and chemical weapons. The prophet Zechariah also 

described terrible plagues at the Battle of Armageddon: 

 

And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people 

that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while 

they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their 

holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. (Zechariah 

14:12) 

 

   The apostle John as well provided a horrifying description of plagues 

in the last days: 

 

So I looked, and behold, an ashy pale horse...and its rider's name was 

Death, and Hades...followed  him closely. And they were given authority 

and power over a fourth part of the earth to kill with the sword and with 

famine and with plague (pestilence, disease) and with wild beasts of the 

earth. (Revelation 6:8, AMP) 

 

   In our  time  fully  one-fourth of the  human population will be 

killed  by plague  and  pestilence,  famine,  warfare, and  "wild 

beasts." Tragically, the AIDS epidemic that  rages  in many  parts of the 

world, as well as the specter of a new viral pandemic, demonstrate how 

new plagues could come about as part of the fulfillment of this prophecy 

in our generation. 

   Jesus  warned about plagues in the last days: "For nation shall rise  

against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, 

and  pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places"  (Matthew 24:7). The 

combination of high  levels  of promiscuity, a virtual absence of 

effective sanitation, minimal health education, and a lack of antibiotics 

or condom protection has produced  an epidemic of all forms of sexually  

transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS, throughout most  of the third  

world.  The only practical solution to the spread of HIV/AIDS is to 

return to God's laws regarding a monogamous marriage relationship between 

a faithful husband and wife. 

   The  Central  Intelligence  Agency  produced a report on the AIDS 

epidemic in Africa that was staggering in its conclusions. The report  

predicted that, at worst, as much as 75 percent of the population of sub-

Saharan Africa  might  become  infected.  This would mean the ultimate 

infection and eventual death by AIDS of up to three hundred million  

people on the African continent alone. The mind can scarcely imagine 



death on this massive scale. The life expectancy for people living in 

southern Africa already has dropped from over age sixty to less than age 

forty. The prognosis for Asia and parts of South America is tragically 

similar. 

   In an  MSNBC report, Charlene Laino stated, "For the first 

time since the Black Plague of the 14th century, the population of some  

African countries is expected to drop as AIDS continues to sweep through 

rural and urban communities alike.... And in regions hardest hit by the 

fatal  scourge, life expectancy will plummet to age 30 by the end of the 

decade-the lowest  level in 100 years." 

 

Worldwide Famine 

 
The apostle John described his vision of the horrible famine in the last 

day : "And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a 

pair of balances in his land" (Revelation 6:5). The scales represent 

famine, and the prophet explains that a day's wages at that time would 

buy only enough wheat or barley to feed a workman, not his family. 

   Despite advances in food production and food storage,  more people  

are suffering from malnutrition than at any other time in history. 

Hundreds of millions of people are in danger if starvation, while another 

billion people lack proper nutrition and access to clean water. Civil 

wars, which force huge numbers of people to leave their homes, fuel huge 

decreases in food production. Warfare also produces refugee populations 

that have little access to food, medical care, or  sanitation. 

   In 2002 the Rome-based UN Food and Agriculture Organization warned 

that more than four million people in southern Africa faced severe food 

shortages because of bad weather and a reduction in the land area planted 

with crops. The aggregate output of southern Africa's main staple, maize, 

was 25 percent below 2000 levels, at 13.4 million tons, and "well below 

the  average of the past five years." Serious food shortages affected 

rural and urban areas of Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. In light of the 

massive changes in world weather patterns, we could easily witness 

terrible famine in the future even in countries that so far have felt 

themselves immune to hunger. 

   The Bible predicts devastating global famine affecting one 

quarter of the Earth during the seven years of the Tribulation period. 

Famine conditions will b  compounded by the destruction caused by weapons 

of mass destruction used in horrific wars, together with the drop in 

world agricultural production in response to the cataclysmic divine 

judgments of great heat, frightening darkness, global plague, disruptive  

earthquakes, and poisoned waters. 

 

Preparations for the Mark of the Beast 

 
The apostle John in the book of Revelation describes the creation of a 

cashless society in the last days. At that time, possession of 

 

 

 

 

 

 



a predetermined number, 666, will be essential to enable you to obtain 

goods and to transact business in any economy. 

 

And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and 

bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 

and that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or 

the name of the beast, or the number of his name. Here is wisdom. 

Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for 

it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore 

and six. (Revelation 13:16-18) 

 

   We already live in a 95 percent cashless society. Less than 5 percent 

of our money exists as paper currency or coins. John in Revelation 

describes a time when the number 666 will be placed beneath the skin on 

one's right hand or forehead  to control people in the Antichrist's 

empire. For the first time in history we are developing technology that 

would allow tiny computer chips holding your complete medical and 

financial records to be placed beneath the skin of your right hand or 

forehead. 

   Already a tiny computer chip can hold as much information as is 

contained  in thirty sets of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. This chip can 

be configured in a shape the size of two grains of rice, which means it 

could easily be injected beneath the skin. How could the apostle John 

have known that the future would hold such incredible technology unless 

God inspired him to write the words? 

 

Worldwide  Mass Communications 

 

John prophesied that during the Tribulation the Antichrist will kill two 

of God's witnesses who will stop the rain from falling for three and a 

half years. The prophet declared that people around the world will see 

the deaths of the two witnesses and will observe their bodies lying 

unburied in Jerusalem for three and a half days. The whole world will 

hold a party, exchanging gifts in their relief that their tormentors are 

dead. Then the human population will watch, astonished, as God resurrects 

His two witnesses to heaven (see Revelation 11:3-12). 

How could the news that these men were killed travel instantaneously 

around the world in any generation before today's? 

Only seventy years ago it would have taken a week for the news to travel 

from Israel to Japan or New York. However, today more than one billion 

people around the world and watch Olympic events live on television. For 

the first time in history, John’s prophecy about the whole world watching 

an event in Jerusalem can be fulfilled. 

 

The Gospel Will Be Preached in All the World 

 
One of the most wonderful of the Bible's last-days prophecies concerns  

the  prediction of Jesus Christ that "this gospel of the kingdom shall be 

preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall 

the end come" (Matthew 24:14). Portions of the Bible have  been 

translated into more than 3,850 languages covering 98 percent of the 

world’s  population. Electronic communication transmits the message of 

hope in Jesus Christ worldwide. 



   According to the World Christian Encyclopedia, those who research the 

growth of religions throughout the globe have determined that every day 

more than 115,00 people accept Jesus Christ as their Savior. Muslim 

authorities often boast that their religion is growing faster than any  

other. However, while Islam is rapidly  expanding (primarily through  

biological growth), studies reveal that Christianity (especially 

evangelical Christianity) is growing even more rapidly. Evangelical 

Christianity is the only religious group in the world with significant 

growth through conversion, at a rate alma t double that of Islam. 

   Despite the pessimistic analysis of some writers that the population 

of the Earth is growing faster than the growth of the Church, the truth 

is that the gospel is being preached in all the world with astonishing 

success. The meticulous research reported in the World Christian 

Encyclopedia reveals that almost seventeen million people accept Jesus 

Christ every year, in addition to the fifty-three million who are born 

into Christian homes and are raised as Christians. When we subtract the 

number of Christians who die each year (about twenty-one million annu 

ally), we are left with a minimum growth of forty-nine million new 

Christian believer every year. 

 

 

   Approximately two billion people throughout the world claim to be 

Christians, with probably one-third of them (650 million) personally 

committed to Christ's Great Commission. In addition, it is fascinating to 

note that the annual growth rate of Christianity; at 4.7 percent, is 

almost twice as great as the growth of Islam (2.6 percent annually). 

   We have never witnessed such a great explosion in numbers of those 

following the Christian faith from the first days of the Church until 

today. There were only one million Christians in China in 1949 even after 

a century of faithful missionary work. However, the Church in China has 

grown astronomically despite tremendous  persecution and the killings of 

untold millions of believers. Today, the lowest estimates calculate that  

there are more than one hundred million true followers of Christ in Com 

munist China. 

   A fascinating study by the Lausanne Statistics Task Force examined the 

progress of evangelism during the last five centuries. The researchers 

concluded that the growth of the Church throughout the globe is far 

greater than previously reported. The number of born-again Christians 

grew three times faster than the rate of growth of the world's population 

in the seventeen years between 1980 and 1997. The historically verifiable 

records of the Lausanne Statistics Task Force reveal an incredible growth 

in the number of Christians worldwide. 

 

The Explosive Growth of Christian Faith in Our Generation 

In 1430,  one  in  ninety-nine  of the  world's   population  was 

Christian. 

In 1790, one in forty-nine  of the world's  population  was 

Christian. 

In 1940, one in thirty-two  of the world's  population was 

Christian. 

In 1970, one  in  nineteen  of the  world's   population  was 

Christian. 

In 1980, one in sixteen of the world's population was Christian. In 1983,  

one  in  thirteen  of the  world's   population  was 



Christian. 

In 1986, one in eleven of the world's population was Christian. 

 

 

   In 1997, one in ten of the world's population was Christian. 

   In only sixty years the number of Christians throughout the world has 

grown by an astonishing 1,000 percent. The evangelical Church is growing 

almost three times faster than the expanding world population. The number 

of adherents to evangelical Christianity grew worldwide in six decades 

From only 40 million dedicated evangelical believers in 1934 to more   

than 540 million born-again Christians by the mid-1990s. This happened  

during a period in which the world's population grew by 400 percent. 

   Christian radio broadcast are now reaching almost half of 

the world's 360 "mega-languages," covering 78 percent of the earth's 

population, according to the broadcasting group World by 2000. 

Evangelical broadcasters are preaching the gospel to every language group  

throughout the globe. The combination of tremendous evangelism efforts by 

mission organizations, the dedication of more than one million national 

pastors, and the work of Christian broadcasters are helping to fulfill 

the Great Commission of Jesus Christ in our lifetime. 

 

The Growth of Pentecostal and Charismatic Christianity 

 
The remarkable gr wth of Pentecostal and charismatic Christi 

anity was the single most significant spiritual development in the 

twentieth century. In 1900, there were approximately 900,000 

Pentecostal and charismatic Christians. By 1970 the number had grown to 

72 million (accounting for 6.4 percent of Christians globally). In one 

century, the number of Pentecostals and charismatics had exploded to 

523.7 million people (making up 27.7 percent of the entire Christian  

population of the world). At the beginning of the twenty-first century, 

there were 141.43 million from Latin America, 134.9 million from Asia, 

126 million from Africa, and 37.6 million from Europe, with another 83.8 

million Pentecostals and charismatics from North America. 

 

Dramatic Increases in Knowledge and Travel 

 
Twenty-five centuries ago the book of Daniel predicted that there would 

be an explosion of knowledge and a huge increase in travel in the last 

days: "But thou, 0 Daniel, hut up the words, and seal the book, even to 

the time of the end: many shall run to and fro,and knowledge shall be  

increased”(12:4). Throughout thousands of years of history, the level    

of knowledge increased only incrementally. In some generations the level 

of general knowledge actually decreased. Yet, in the last century and a 

half there has been an unprecedented explosion of knowledge. More   

scientists are alive and working today than have lived in all of the rest 

of history. 

   Human knowledge doubles every twenty-£our months. This is staggering  

in light of Daniel's inspired prediction from the ancient past. In 

addition , Danie1 stated that a characteristic of the last days would be 

an awesome increase in mobility. The speed of transportation  has 

exploded  in the last century. Throughout history most people never 

traveled faster than the speed of a galloping horse. Today, men and women 



travel at nearly eighteen thousand miles an hour in the space shuttle. In 

addition, while most people in past centuries never traveled more than 

twenty miles from the place they were born, millions of people now travel 

the globe as part of their normal course of business or on international 

vacations. 

 

Preparations for the Battle of Armageddon 

 
Numerous prophecies deal with the climactic battle at the end of this 

age. The Battle of Armageddon will bring about the defeat of the 

Antichrist’s armies and the ultimate victory of Jesus Christ. He will 

establish His kingdom on earth for one thousand years. The apostle John 

identified the location of the battlefield: "And he gathered them 

together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon” (Revelation 

16:16). John also stated that the army of the eastern nations (he forces 

of the "kings of the east," verse 12) would consist of an astonishing two 

hundred million soldiers. 

 

And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, 

and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of 

men. And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred 

thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them. (Revelation 

9:15-16) 

 

An army this size was unheard of in the first century. Consider that the 

population of the entire Roman Empire in the days of John was only two 

hundred million. Even today, trying to picture an army that size boggles 

the mind. 

   However, the population of the nations of Asia are growing so quickly 

that an army containing almost two hundred million soldiers could be 

amassed in the next few years. Years ago, reports issued by various human 

rights organizations revealed that China, India, and North Korea were 

involved in th  selective abortion of female unborn infants. In addition, 

many in these nations kill young girls who are not wanted by their 

parents. As a result, Chinese officials have admitted that their country 

has a staggering imbalance in the number of boys and girls. This gender 

imbalance has resulted in an excess of more than seventy million young 

men compared to the number of young women in Chma. This growing imbalance 

in the male and female population throughout Asia will produce up to two 

hundred  million young men who will not be able to find umnarried women 

in their age group. These men will be of military age. 

 

Strategic Military Developments 

 
Another prophecy in the book of Revelation declares that the 

Euphrates River will be dried up to allow the enormous army of the "kings 

of the east," the vast army numbering two hundred million soldiers, to 

cross from Asia to invade Israel: "And the sixth angel poured out his  

vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, 

that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared" (Revelation 

16:12). Throughout history the Euphrates River has been an impenetrable 

military barrier between East and West. However, after the government 



of Turkey constructed the Ataturk Dam, it became possible for the  

uphrate to be dammed up. 

   John foretold a second development that would assist the huge army of 

the  kings of the east in its march to Israel. A military highway across 

Asia would allow the two-hundred-million man force to reach the final 

battle in Israel. John describes the building of this highway: "The way 

of the kings of the east might be prepared" (Revelation 16:12). 

   The Chinese government has spent enormous sums building a military 

superhighway across Asia. China sent its laborers to work side by side 

with Pakistani laborers in building the highway through the Karakorum  

Mountains. The route parallels the ancient Silk Road followed by Marco 

Polo. This highway has no economic purpose, and no foreigners are allowed 

to travel anywhere near it. The highway has been completed through the 

south of China, Tibet, and Pakistan. This curious prophecy about "the  

way of the kings of the east" is being fulfilled, setting the stage for 

the final battle of this age. 

 

The Odds Against Prophecies Being Fulfilled in Our Generation 

 

Almost two thousand years have passed from the time of Jesus Christ until 

our generation. As we consider the many prophecies that have been 

fulfilled in our generation, we have to ask: what are the odds that even 

ten of the prophecies would be fulfilled by chance during our lifetime? 

If these prophecies could not have come to pass by chance, then their 

fulfillment is proof that God inspired the writers of the Bible. 

   In the Bible there are several types of generations. One generation is 

defined as the length of life of the average person, say, seventy  or  

eighty years. However, a generation of governing is usually defined as 

forty years, as indicated in the forty-year reigns of Gideon, David, 

Solomon, and others. During the last two thousand years since the days  

of Jesus Christ, there were fifty such forty-year generations. Therefore, 

the odds are one in fifty that any one of the prophecies might happen by 

chance in a particular generation. That same number represents the odds 

that one prophecy could be fulfilled in our generation rather than during 

some other generation. 

   Let's use the prophecy about the rebirth of Israel as one example. 

There was only one chance in fifty that Israel would become a nation in 

our lifetime rather than in one of the other forty-nine generations since 

the time of Christ. 

   According to the laws of combined probability, the chance that two or 

more events will occur in a given time period is equal to the chance that 

one event will occur multiplied by the chance that the second event would 

occur. So if the odds are fifty to one against Israel being reborn by 

chance in our li£etime, and the odds are also fifty to one against the  

revival of the Roman Empire taking place in our generation, then the 

combined probability is fifty times fifty. So the odds against even two   

of these prophecies being fulfilled in our generation, by pure chance, is 

one in twenty-five hundred. 

   To calculate the probability of even ten of these prophesies 

occuring in our generation by chance, use this calculation:  

   There are forty years to a generation. 

   There are fifty generations from the time of Jesus Christ until 

today. 



   The odds are one in fifty that any one of these prophecies might occur 

in our lifetime. 

   To calculate the chances that more than one prophecy might be 

fulfilled in our generation, the odds are multiplied as follows: 

   1 event = 1 x 50 (l in 50) 

   2 events = 50 x 50 (1 in 2,500) 

   3 events = 50 x 50 x 50 (1 in 125,000) 

   4 events = 50 x 50 x 50 x 50 (1 in 6.25 million) 

   5 events = 50 x 50 x 50 x 50 x 50 (1 in 312.5 million) 

   6 events = 50 x 50 x 50 x 50 x 50 x 50 (1 in 15.6 billion) 

   7 events = 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 (1 in 781.25 billion) 

   8 events = 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 (1 in39 trillion) 

   9 eventS = 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 (1 in 1,953 

trillion) 

   10 events = 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 X 50 (1 in 

97,656 trillion) 

   The odds against even ten prophecies occurring by random chance in one 

generation are staggering - only 1 chance in 97,656 trillion. Another way 

of looking at this is that the chance that the prophets correctly guessed 

these prophecies, imply by thinking them up out of thin air, is also 1 

chance in 97,656 trillion . It is mathematically impossible that men 

making predictions about the future could have written the prophetic 

books of the Bible without the supernatural assistance and inspiration of 

God. 

   The Scriptures teach that the final generation of this age will 

witness the fulfillment o£ a staggering number of prophecies pointing to 

the imminent return of the Messiah. It is appropriate that Christian 

believers today are intensely interested not only in the prophecies 

themselves, but also in signs that indicate this age is coming to a 

close. 

   Jesus' earliest disciples asked him a legitimate question. We read in 

Matthew that as Jesus "sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came 

unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what 

shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?" (24:3). 

Two thousand years ago followers of Jesus already were eager to know 

about the time of His return to earth. 

   Those who love and follow Jesus Christ today share the same longing 

for Him to come back. I am convinced that these words of Jesus speak 

especially to our generation: 

 

And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift 

up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. (Luke 21:28) 
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