
Question: "What exactly does it mean that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh in 1 John 4:2?"

Answer: It is important to understand exactly what it means that Jesus Christ has come in the
flesh. Many cultists will agree that Jesus was a man of flesh and bone who walked the earth
around 2,000 years ago. But that is not what John means here. He first addressed this issue in 1
John 4:2, telling us how to identify false teachers and the spirits who drive them. The first test
of a true teacher/prophet of God is that he proclaims that Jesus is God incarnate in human
flesh (John 1:14). A godly teacher will teach both the full deity (100% God) and full humanity
(100% man) of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit testifies to the true nature of Jesus Christ, while
Satan and his demonic host deny that true nature. That is why John identifies anyone who
denies the deity of Christ—which both the Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses do—as deceivers
and antichrists. An even more deceptive problem today is that there is a heresy that is creeping
into the Lord's Church. There is a man named Bill Johnson who is the Senior Pastor of Bethel
church in California. Bill Johnson, in order to support his theme of We Shall Do Greater Works
Than Jesus, takes great pains in his teaching to stress that everything Jesus did, He did as a
Spirit-filled man rather than as God. If, as Johnson says, Christ is not a title of deity but merely
means anointed one, we too can be anointed with the Holy Spirit so that we can do the
miraculous works Jesus did. Not only that, we can do even greater works. Johnson elsewhere
states that Jesus laid aside His divinity and that he was 100% man and 0% God. The orthodox
Christian view, established since the fifth century, is that Jesus was (and remains) both fully
and truly divine and fully and truly human. His divinity was veiled but not cast aside. To those
who say we can do all that Jesus did should consider very carefully what they say. Are they able
to get up on a cross, die, raise themselves from the dead on the third day, and save humanity
from their sins? Jesus explicitly warned us that in the end times there would be false teachers
and false prophets infiltrating His Church that would even fool the elect with their false signs,
wonders, and teachings -- all becsuse of their itching ears!

It is also important to understand the context of John’s 2nd epistle. John is writing to “the elect
lady and her children” (verse 1). This lady was engaged in a ministry of hospitality. In the name
of Christian love (verse 6), this kind-hearted woman was receiving itinerant preachers into her
home, providing room and board for them, and sending them on their way with her blessing.
John writes this quick note to her to warn her about the many false teachers who would gladly
take advantage of her generosity. Her love needed to be tempered by truth. Boundaries had to
be drawn. Hospitality should not be extended to charlatans, hucksters, and the devil’s own
emissaries.

John gives the lady a litmus test in 2 John 1:7: what does the preacher teach about Jesus
Christ? If he is presenting the full deity and full humanity of Christ, then he can be welcomed
into her home. However, if the teacher mitigates, obscures, or equivocates on the fact that
Jesus was fully man and fully God, then the lady is to have nothing to do with him. Such false



teachers are not to receive help from believers, not even so much as a greeting (verse 10). To
give aid to the purveyors of false doctrine is to partake of their wickedness (verse 11).

What should be our response, then, when cultists come knocking at the door? It is not wrong to
share the truth with them or to relate your testimony. We are called to speak the truth in love
(Ephesians 4:15). However, we must be careful not to do anything that would give the
appearance that we approve of the cultists’ message. Never invite them into your home for an
extended stay, never donate money to their cause, and never allow them to conduct a “Bible
study” with you.


