
Question: "What is Israel's role in the end times?"

Answer: Every time there is a conflict in or around Israel, many see it as a sign of the quickly
approaching end times. The problem with this is that we may eventually tire of the conflict in
Israel, so much so that we will not recognize when true, prophetically significant events occur.
Conflict in Israel is not necessarily a sign of the end times.

Conflict in Israel has been a reality whenever Israel has existed as a nation. Whether it was the
Egyptians, Amalekites, Midianites, Moabites, Ammonites, Amorites, Philistines, Assyrians,
Babylonians, Persians, or Romans, the nation of Israel has always been persecuted by its
neighbors. Why is this? According to the Bible, it is because God has a special plan for the
nation of Israel, and Satan wants to defeat that plan. Satanically influenced hatred of Israel—and
especially Israel’s God—is the reason Israel’s neighbors have always wanted to see Israel
destroyed. Whether it is Sennacherib, king of Assyria; Haman, official of Persia; Hitler, leader of
Nazi Germany; or Rouhani, President of Iran, attempts to completely destroy Israel will always
fail. The persecutors of Israel will come and go, but the persecution will remain until the second
coming of Christ. As a result, conflict in Israel is not a reliable indicator of the soon arrival of the
end times.

However, the Bible does say there will be terrible conflict in Israel during the end times. That is
why the time period is known as the Tribulation, the Great Tribulation, and the “time of Jacob’s
trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7). Here is what the Bible says about Israel in the end times:

There will be a mass return of Jews to the land of Israel (Deuteronomy 30:3; Isaiah 43:6; Ezekiel
34:11-13; 36:24; 37:1-14).

The Antichrist will make a 7-year covenant of "peace" with Israel (Isaiah 28:18; Daniel 9:27).

The temple will be rebuilt in Jerusalem (Daniel 9:27; Matthew 24:15; 2 Thessalonians
2:3-4; Revelation 11:1).

The Antichrist will break his covenant with Israel, and worldwide persecution of Israel will result
(Daniel 9:27; 12:1, 11; Zechariah 11:16; Matthew 24:15, 21; Revelation 12:13). Israel will be
invaded (Ezekiel chapters 38-39).

Israel will finally recognize Jesus as their Messiah (Zechariah 12:10). Israel will be regenerated,
restored, and regathered (Jeremiah 33:8; Ezekiel 11:17; Romans 11:26).

There is much turmoil in Israel today. Israel is persecuted, surrounded by enemies—Syria,
Lebanon, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Hamas, Islamic Jihad, Hezbollah, etc. But this hatred and
persecution of Israel is only a hint of what will happen in the end times (Matthew 24:15-21). The
latest round of persecution began when Israel was reconstituted as a nation in 1948. Many Bible



prophecy scholars believed the six-day Arab-Israeli war in 1967 was the "beginning of the end."
Could what is taking place in Israel today indicate that the end is near? Yes. Does it necessarily
mean the end is near? No. Jesus Himself said it best, "Watch out that no one deceives you. . . .
You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things
must happen, but the end is still to come" (Matthew 24:4-6).

Question: "Will all Israel be saved in the end times?"

Answer: Romans 11:26 plainly says, “All Israel will be saved.” The question that arises is “What
is meant by Israel?” Is the future “Israel” literal or figurative (i.e., referring to the ethnic Jews or
referring to the Church)? Those who take a literal approach to the promises of the Old
Testament believe that the physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will be restored
to a right relationship with God and receive the fulfillment of the covenants. Those who
advocate replacement theology basically affirm that the Church has completely replaced Israel
and will inherit God’s promises to Israel; the covenants, then, will be fulfilled only in a spiritual
sense. In other words, replacement theology teaches that Israel will not inherit the actual land of
Palestine; the Church is the “new Israel,” and ethnic Israel is forever excluded from the
promises—the Jews will not inherit the Promised Land as Jews per se.

We take the literal approach. The passages that speak of future Israel are difficult to view as
figurative for the Church. The classic text (Romans 11:16–24) depicts Israel as distinct from the
Church: the “natural branches” are the Jews, and the “wild branches” are the Gentiles. The “olive
tree” is the collective people of God. The “natural branches” (Jews) are “cut off” the tree for
unbelief, and the “wild branches” (believing Gentiles) are grafted in. This has the effect of
making the Jews “jealous” and then drawing them to faith in Christ, so they might be “grafted in”
again and receive their promised inheritance. The “natural branches” are still distinct from the
“wild branches,” so that God’s covenant with His people is literally fulfilled. Romans 11:26–29,
citingIsaiah 59:20–21; 27:9; Jeremiah 31:33–34, says:

“And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: ‘The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn
godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.’
As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as election is
concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, for God’s gifts and his call are
irrevocable.”

Here, Paul emphasizes the “irrevocable” nature of Israel’s calling as a nation (see alsoRomans
11:12). Isaiah predicted that a “remnant” of Israel would one day “be called the Holy People, the
Redeemed of the LORD” (Isaiah 62:12). Regardless of Israel’s current state of unbelief, a future
remnant will in fact repent and fulfill their calling to establish righteousness by faith (Romans



10:1–8;11:5). This conversion will coincide with the fulfillment of Moses’ prediction of Israel’s
permanent restoration to the land (Deuteronomy 30:1–10). 

When Paul says Israel will be “saved” inRomans 11:26, he refers to their deliverance from sin
(verse 27) as they accept the Savior, their Messiah, in the end times. Moses said, “The Lord your
God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him
with all your heart and with all your soul, and live” (Deuteronomy 30:6). Israel’s physical
inheritance of the land promised to Abraham will be an integral part of God’s ultimate plan
(Deuteronomy 30:3–5). 

So how will “all Israel be saved”? The details of this deliverance are filled out in passages such
as Zechariah 8—14 and Revelation 7—19, which speak of end-times Israel at Christ’s return. The
key verse describing the coming to faith of the future remnant of Israel is Zechariah 12:10, “I will
pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and
supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one
mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.” This
occurs at the end of the tribulation prophesied in Daniel 9:24–27. The apostle John references
this event in Revelation 1:7. The faithful remnant of Israel is epitomized in Revelation 7:1–8.
These faithful ones the Lord will save and bring back to Jerusalem “in truth and righteousness”
(Zechariah 8:7–8, NASB).

After Israel is spiritually restored, Christ will establish His millennial kingdom on earth. Israel will
be regathered from the ends of the earth (Isaiah 11:12; 62:10). The symbolic “dry bones” of
Ezekiel’s vision will be brought together, covered with flesh, and miraculously resuscitated
(Ezekiel 37:1–14). As God promised, the salvation of Israel will involve both a spiritual
awakening and a geographical home: “I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle
you in your own land” (Ezekiel 37:14).

In the Day of the Lord, God will “reclaim the surviving remnant of his people” (Isaiah 11:11).
Jesus Christ will return and destroy the armies gathered against Him in rebellion (Revelation
19). Sinners will be judged, and the faithful remnant of Israel will be set apart forever as God’s
holy people (Zechariah 13:8—14:21). Isaiah 12 is their song of deliverance; Zion will rule over all
the nations under the banner of Messiah the King.


