
In the 'Emergent Deception' -- are you sure it's your Jesus?

When looking at manifestations, how do we apply the scriptures to test whether the spirit
behind this ministry is from God?

We apply 1 John 4:1-3 where we are to test the spirits. This is the 'Litmus Test'.

On denying the Incarnation -- Jesus was both 100% God and 100% man in His earthly ministry --
many false doctrines and teachers fail this test -- they are serving a different jesus, one who was
only a man that received the holy spirit and had to be born-again!

1 John 4:1-3 says, "Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether
they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you
can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in
the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is
the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the
world."

A Christian Cult is defined by what they believe about Jesus. What does historic Biblical
Christianity teach us about Jesus? The Bible teaches us that Jesus is the One and Only True
God from eternity past who had no beginning and will have no end.

A Christian Cult is any group which deviates from Biblical, orthodox, historical Christianity.
Example --> They deny the Deity of Christ.

1 John 4:1-3 warns us that if a teacher does not believe Jesus was 100% God 100% man - then
we should reject that and every other teaching from that same teacher outright because it is a
different jesus. If it is a different jesus, then it is a different gospel and that gospel cannot save.

Bill Johnson falsely teaches that: "Jesus was a man in right relationship with God. He put his
divinity aside and he stood there (at crucifixion) as a human being completely dependent on the
father and he was modeling for us what would be possible for every person that would be
yielded to the spirit of God and be completely free from sin."

Bill Johnson further asks and answers his own question: "Did you know that Jesus was born
again? He had to be."

Jehova's witnesses believe Jesus was the Archangel Michael incarnate, Mormons believe Jesus
is the literal son of god and his goddess wife begotten in the pre-existence. They too believe in a
different jesus -- here's the clincher -- would we be more open to their teachings if they
performed amazing miracles and healings and had a huge outpouring of the (so-called) 'holy
spirit' and had the most beautiful worship songs praising their jesus?



Why is it important that Jesus is and was God? Because if he was just a mere spirit filled man
(like Bill Johnson and Bethel Church pedals) or an angel, then his death would not have been
sufficient to pay for our sins.

Bill Johnson is no stranger to controversy. For one thing, he claims to be an apostle, as in the
unique position held by the twelve apostles of Jesus Christ. He was given this high honor by C.
Peter Wagner who holds many titles himself, including president of Global Harvest Ministries,
chancellor of Wagner Leadership Institute, convening apostle of the New Apostolic
Roundtable, and presiding apostle of International Coalition of Apostles (ICA).

Following is ICA's definition of modern day apostle: "An apostle is a christian leader gifted,
taught, commissioned, and sent by God with the authority to establish the foundational
government of the church within an assigned sphere of ministry by hearing what the spirit is
saying to the churches and by setting things in order accordingly for the growth and maturity of
the church."

C. Peter Wagner and his self-proclaimed apostles and prophets are out-and-out false teachers.
These men and women are well aware that accusations of heresy have been leveled against
them by a large number of highly regarded orthodox Bible scholars and still they continue the
pretense.

There are many twists and turns this new apostolic-prophetic movement has taken over the
years and why those in online discernment ministries believe it is a clear and present danger to
the Body of Christ, thus they continue warning the brethren. (Acts 20:31)

Now, keep in mind that the men and women involved in this heretical movement are sincere in
their belief that they're in the same league as the Old Testament prophets and the Lord's
hand-picked disciples who later became the Twelve Apostles. The leaders have convinced their
followers that the office of apostleship is not reserved for a select few, as the Bible teaches.
Moreover, they've led people to believe that Christ is once again choosing apostles and
prophets to preside over His Church.

'Got Questions' online ministry issues this dire warning: "Those claiming the office of apostle
seek authority equal to, or at least rivaling, the authority of the original twelve apostles. There is
absolutely no biblical evidence to support such an understanding of the role of 'apostle' today.
This would fit with the New Testament's warning against false apostles (2 Corinthians 11:13)."

Let's just pretend for a moment it's true that Christ is giving authority to a select few apostles
and prophets today. Why would our Lord give it to individuals who possess questionable
character?

Suffice it to say C. Peter Wagner and Bill Johnson believe that the Lord has given them the



authority to rule over the Church. So – if it's also true that the so-called apostles are called by
Christ to form a government to control the Church and that they will hold Church leaders
accountable then who is going to hold them accountable?

Since the new apostolic-prophetic movement's inception it has been referred to in a number of
different ways: Dominionism, Latter Rain, Joel's Army, Manifested Sons of God, Kingdom Now,
Third Wave, Charismatic Renewal, Word of Faith, Positive Confession and a few others. Its
current handle, New Apostolic Reformation (NAR), was coined by Presiding Apostle C. Peter
Wagner in the 1990s. He "reinvigorated the Latter Rain/Manifest Sons of God false prophecies
about a great endtime revival accompanied by signs and wonders. NAR leaders teach that God
is restoring the lost offices of church governance – and they are His chosen ones to bring it to
fruition. Their mantra is "Unity over Doctrine".

So – how should churches handle a person in a leadership role when he brings shame on the
Name of our Lord Jesus? In a nutshell the biblical way to handle it is for the church hierarchy to
apply an appropriate level of discipline necessary to bring the person to true repentance. Church
leaders who have a 'moral failing' must publically repent of his/her sin against God. They then
must seek spiritual guidance and accountability and move out of the limelight altogether. Once
the person's restored, he's most often encouraged to serve the Lord behind the scenes.

Sadly, this hasn't been the case with Todd Bentley of the debunked 'Lakeland Revival' who was
guilty of an adulterous affair and drunkeness from alcohol consumption. And the reason for this
is that the self-appointed Super Apostles Bill Johnson and Rick Joyner found it in their hearts –
not in the Bible (1 Timothy 3:7) – to reinstate the man to public ministry.

So do not be surprised with all the strange and different things you see trying to infiltrate the
Church: "For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching
ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions,; and will turn away
from listening to the truth and wander off into myths." (2 Timothy 4:3)

This was Paul's final warning to the Church. Paul never suggested that they embrace new
movements. On the contrary, he warned that they would not listen to the truth.

And here is the plea from this genuine apostle that you need to take with you: "I appeal to you,
brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the
doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ,
but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive."
(Romans 16:17-18)


