
Rebuttal to  

'Why I am No Longer A Pentecostal' 

 

You will not find the words 'Pentecostal' or 'Pentecostalism' in the Bible, just like you will not find the 

words 'Rapture' or 'Trinity' or 'Baptists'. These words are labels. 

I just got finished reading the article 'Why I Am No Longer A Pentecostal'. I agree with the author when 

he spells out all of the hype that has infiltrated the Pentecostal Denominations. I myself can wtite a book 

on the ills and abuses I have witnessed over five decades. But, just like there are real  $50 bills, there are 

also counterfeit $50 bills. Wherever there is something good and genuine as spelled out in the Bible, 

Satan will do his best to infiltrate it by perverting it and counterfeiting it. This means that we need to 

test everything (by adhering to the full advice given in http://bible.com/116/1th.5.19-22.nlt) and make 

sure we do not throw the baby out with the dirty water. 

Now I will point out where the author of 'Why I Am No Longer A Pentecostal' went astray: 

First, the author centers his article around 'Tongues' rather than the 'Power to Witness for Jesus Christ' 

as spelled out in http://bible.com/114/act.1.4,8.nkjv. In simple words, it is all about the 'Power'. 

'Tongues' are simply a confirmation. 

Second, these confirmation 'Tongues' are the ability to 'Pray in the Spirit' as spelled out in 

http://bible.com/114/1co.14.14-15.nkjv. 

Third, the author concentrates heavily on the 9 Corporate Gifts of the Holy Spirit which must be 

separated from the 'Power to Witness' and being able to 'Pray in the Spirit in Tongues', but he fails to do 

that. When you read carefully 1 Corinthians chapters 12-14, Paul clearly makes this distinction. He 

separates the corporate gifts, which many claim are no longer in operation, from the individual gift as 

seen in http://bible.com/116/1co.14.18-19.nlt. These unknown tongues mentioned in the verses you 

just read are further spelled out in http://bible.com/114/1co.13.1.nkjv that they do not have to be an 

earthly language, but most likely are an angelic language unknown to any man or demon. 

Fourth, the author takes an ill look at the fact that we are emotional beings as created by God. That is 

why the bystanders on the Day of Pentecost accused those from the upper chamber of being drunk. 

That is why we are commanded as we are in http://bible.com/116/eph.5.18-19.nlt. The Lord also equips 

us, because we are emotional beings, to have the Holy Spirit intercede for us when we are so emotional 

that we just don't know what to pray in our native language according to 

http://bible.com/116/rom.8.26-27.nlt 

Fifth, the author refers the rule of 'First Mention' which sets a precedent and uses it to point out that on 

the day of Pentecost the 120 spoke in tongues that were an intelligible language so every instance 
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afterwards infers that this must also be so. But this is totally not so according to 

http://bible.com/114/1co.14.2.nkjv. Another thing the author left out was the visible appearance of 

divided tongues of fire that appeared over each of them along with the sound of a mighty rushing wind 

http://bible.com/114/act.2.2-3.nkjv. If his rule of 'First Mention' was correct in this case, then every 

instance mentioned in the New Testament afterwards would also have the sound of the rushing wind 

and the appearance of fire, but this is not so. The key to understanding is found in 

http://bible.com/114/act.2.4.nkjv where it says as the Holy Spirit gave them utterance. A key that goes 

along with it is found in http://bible.com/114/jhn.3.8.nkjv where Jesus makes it clear that the workings 

of the Holy Spirit cannot be put in a box. Jesus also makes it clear that the Trinity will become physically 

tangible to those who step out in faith http://bible.com/114/jhn.14.21,23.nkjv. 

Now I would like to look at three distinct Baptisms that are defined in the New Testament since there 

are 'doctrines of baptisms' alluded to in Hebrews 6:2: 

First, there is the baptism into the family of God when one is born again. At this moment the Holy Spirit 

enters a person's life. Observe John 20:22 where the Holy Spirit entered the disciples before the day of 

Pentecost. This baptism into the family of God is spoken about in http://bible.com/114/gal.3.26-27.nkjv. 

Second, we are all familiar with the ritual of water baptism where a new believer publicly declares his or 

her faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Third, there is the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues for the purpose of 

being a powerful witness for the Lord Jesus Christ as defined by Acts 1:5, Acts 1:8, and Acts 2:4. 

In conclusion, the label of 'Pentecostal' or 'Pentecostalism' really is not where the importance lies. What 

is important in my life is that I have been baptized into the family of God and my name is written down 

in Heaven. I have been water baptized as a public declaration of my faith in Jesus Christ. On top of that, 

on Easter 1981, while by myself in my prayer closet praising the Lord with uplifted hands and claiming 

His promises, I was baptized in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of tongues.That filling with power no 

one can take away from me. On top of that, it is offered to every believer who has been baptized into 

the family of God. All of this is in strict adherence to the rightly divided Word of God. In reality, maybe I 

should call myself part of the 'Baptists' because of this, but I would rather stay away from labels that are 

not found in the Bible. The only reason many believers are without this last baptism I mentioned is that 

they do not tarry as commanded in Luke 24:49 and ask, seek, and knock according to Matthew 7:7-8. It 

is amazing how much time many denominational 'Baptists' devote to addressing the 'tongues issue' 

when it is not about the 'tongues', but it is about the 'spiritual power to witness'. I have never given a 

message in 'tongues' or an 'interpretationan of tongues' in a corporate church setting as part of the 9 

corporate gifts of the Holy Spirit. But I can definitely relate, in my personal life, to what Paul says in 

http://bible.com/97/1co.14.18-19.msg. I will leave you with a command from 1 Corinthians 14:39 "Do 

not forbid to speak with tongues." 
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