
Question: What is "the gift of God" in Ephesians 2:8-9

Answer: First, let's read what the King James Version says:

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast.8-9 (Ephesians 2:8-9 KJV)

Second, let's look at what the actual Greek-English says:

8 τῇ γὰρ χάριτί ἐστε σεσῳσμένοι διὰ *τῆς* πίστεως, καὶ τοῦτο - οὐκ ἐξ ὑμῶν· - for by grace ye
have been saved through *the* faith, and this [is] not of you. θεοῦ - τὸ δῶρον· 9 οὐκ ἐξ ἔργων,
ἵνα μή τις καυχήσηται. Of God [is] the gift: not of works, in order that not anyone may boast.

Now, let's look at how a Greek Scholar dissects it:

Three key things help determine what the gift from God is:

1. χάριτί (grace) has a grammatical gender of feminine in Greek.

2. πίστεως (faith) has a grammatical gender of feminine in Greek.

3. τοῦτο (this) has a grammatical gender of neuter in Greek.

Greek syntax matches gender of pronouns to the antecedent it refers to. So if "this" referred to
either grace or faith individually, it should be in the feminine gender—and there is no reason it
would not have been had such been the intention. Such a form would be ambiguous, since it
could refer to either grace or faith.

However, the neuter gender is used for the pronoun. This is the common gender used when
a phrase or clause is the antecedent. So "this" refers to the whole previous clause, "By grace ye
have been saved through faith."

So this fact expressed by the clause, that only by grace through faith have any who are saved
entered into that state of salvation, is a fact that is not something that comes about from
oneself, not "of you." Rather, this is an "of God" thing, it is "the gift" of God that such is the way
of salvation, by grace through faith.

So the "it" your question refers to is the English added subject of the verbless clause in Greek,
which subject is pointing back to the "this" preceding it. Which "this" refers to the entire clause
preceding it.

And it is the gift of God in order that it is "not of works" (because none would achieve salvation
then, for no sinful person can be as righteous as God, Rom 3:10), and it was so done in order
that no person might boast of saving himself or herself through good works. Indeed, good



works is what a person is obligated and designed to do anyway, and why God saves anyone at
all, so that His will for such to be done is done.

Conclusion: Theological views make this passage ripe for eisegesis instead of exegesis. But the
answer is that God gave a way of salvation that does not include works, as this way is by grace
through faith. Simply put, the gift is salvation and not grace or faith. Whether faith is itself given
by God or simply is the humble, passive acceptance of truth by man is simply not addressed in
the passage, so other evidence from Scripture needs to be advanced to resolve that well known
theological debate.

Now let's look at how an Hermeneutics Scholar dissects it:

Keeping the grammar especially strict, "it" could properly refer to either grace or faith. Allowing
Paul a bit more freedom, though, "you have been saved" could fit as well, with "it" meaning the
salvation-event, or salvation-act. 

In the third case, Paul would be pitting salvation based on works against salvation by grace.
This rendering seems to yield the most cohesive argument.

Looking at the Greek one can easily see that all the common English translations are fine
without any controversy leading to one answer or another:

For [γὰρ] by grace [χάριτί] you are [ἐστε] saved [σεσωσμένοι] through [διὰ] faith [πίστεως] and
[καὶ] this [τοῦτο] not [οὐκ] of [ἐξ] yourselves [ὑμῶν] God's [θεοῦ] - [τὸ] gift [δῶρον] not [οὐκ] of
[ἐξ] works [ἔργων] that [ἵνα] not [μή] anyone [τις] might boast [καυχήσηται].

Either grace χάριτί is the gift, or our being saved σεσωσμένοι is the gift, or our faith πίστεως is
the gift – that is ‘not of works that no anyone might boast’. Therefore that the Greek can’t help
as the common English translations are already accurate without controversy and do not
indicate which word is 'the gift'.

Therefore we turn to the internal logic of scripture that transcends human language.

This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the
Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. The man without the Spirit does not accept
the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot
understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. (NIV 1 Corinthians 2:13-14)

Obviously grace, faith and salvation are the kinds of words Paul refers to as ‘spiritual words’. We
must therefore look for the maning of these words in humility and with faith and with the study
of the Bible's overall arguments, especially those of the Apostle Paul.

The only question to answer then is "Why using an understanding from Paul’s arguments, would



one choose ‘salvation’ as the gift rather than ‘faith’ or ‘grace’?" Certainly all three can be seen as
gifts, but not all three are constantly set up by the Apostle as being opposed to God in terms of
how we are saved and in terms of how it derives a foolish kind of boasting. Paul always argues
that 'salvation' or 'justification' is not of works, he does not say 'grace is not of works under the
law', or 'faith is not of works under the law'.

'Works' is something in the New Testament as causing (primarily the Jews) a reason to ‘boast’
based on ‘works of the Law’. (Romans 2:17). The purpose of those works is to become ‘justified
before God’ giving a man a reason ‘to boast’. (Romans 4:2). Now justification is nothing more
than our salvation, so the question is, 'Are we justified/saved by 'works' or by 'faith' in Jesus
Christ? Well typically Paul say’s:

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now
stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. (NIV Romans 5:1-2)

So we see the idea; salvation is either a result of faith (giving us access to grace which justifies
us) or by works under the law (from which we can boast). With faith our boast changes into the
glory of God, and not of ourselves.

What then is 'not of our own doing'? Clearly it is our 'justification', because by works of the law
the Jews tried to justify themselves and boast. Paul does not say that the Jews by works of the
law sought to obtain faith. Paul does not say that the Jews by the works of the law sought to
obtain grace. The Jews did not boast in grace, or faith to obtain justification but works. Clearly
justification which is 'being saved' is either obtainable by 'works' or is given as a 'gift'. This the
Apostle constantly puts as competing principles, either one or the other must stand or fall. The
Jews were not trying to obtain grace, or faith by works. Therefore the 'gift' that is opposed to
works is 'justification/salvation' and not faith or grace.

In this way we could read the original text like this:

For by grace you have been justified through faith. And this justification is not your own doing
under the law; it is the gift of God by grace, not a result of works under the law, so that no one
may boast in themselves.

Let's further the cementing of the answer:

Doctors of Biblical Hermeneutics along with those who are Greek Scholars sometimes miss the
simplicity of what is being said, especially in light of the fact that you can take two of these
experts that are from two different schools of thought and find that they are diametrically
opposed. They sometimes miss the nose on their face, especially if they do not fully look to the
Holy Spirit for the interpretation. Even though the Hermeneutics Scholar and the Greek Scholar



above are in agreement and appear to have gotten it right that Salvation is the gift, let's come at
it from a third angle without becoming eisegetic.

One needs to take two things into consideration. First, that there is a simplicity in Christ. He
made sure the Apostles did not over complicate things (John 11:14). Second, that when looking
for any answers in the Bible, one must look at all of Scripture and rightly divide it in order to get
to the the correct conclusion of what the Lord's original intent was. Both are evidenced by the
following two verses:

But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. (2 Corinthians 11:3 NKJV)

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15 NKJV)

Let's simply look at what faith really is. It begins with believing in something, but must be
combined with trust. I can believe that an airplane can take me to Hawaii, but until I take a step
in trust and get on that airplane to take me there, I have not put my faith in that airplane. In other
words, faith begins as a mindset, but must result in an action.

It is very interesting how we can combine the following two portions of Scripture to illustrate
that our faith is to be dynamic:

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.  “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he
who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God. (John 3:16,18 NKJV)

Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But do you want to know, O foolish
man, that faith without works is dead? For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without
works is dead also. (James 2:17,20,26NKJV)

True faith has works flow from it. To make sure the wrong impression is not derived that
Ephesians 2:9 (Not of works!) is being violated, let's look at the following illustration:

Corrie ten Boom traveled the world sharing the Gospel after WWII. She would illustrate Salvation
with a chocolate bar. She would explain that the chocolate bar was 100% bought and paid for.
All an individual had to do was take it when she offered it to them, unwrap it, and enjoy it by
eating it. But of course they could also refuse it or they could hide it in their pocket or they could
throw it in the garbage. It was their choice. And so it is with Salvation. Jesus 100% bought and
paid for it. All that one has to do is grasp it and partake of it, but it is their choice.

So, even looking at Ephesians 2:8-9 from a third angle, 'Salvation' is definitely the gift!


