
Introduction To My Biblical Art Page 
 
Whenever studying any Biblical subject I like to take and list all of the pertaining verses 
and then rightly divide the Word of God. Then I try my best to go cross-denominational 
and come up with an unbiased interpretation. In short, "What does the Bible really say?"  
 
When it comes to Biblical artwork, there are some conflicting views. Let's look at the 
following verses and see what the Bible really says: 
 

• “You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of anything that is 
in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the Lord your God, 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third 
and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands, 
to those who love Me and keep My commandments." (Exodus 20:4-6 NKJV) 

 
• "You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of anything that is 

in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the Lord your God, 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third 
and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands, 
to those who love Me and keep My commandments." (Deuteronomy 5:7-10 
NKJV) 

 
• Then the wood-carver measures a block of wood and draws a pattern on it. He 

works with chisel and plane and carves it into a human figure. He gives it human 
beauty and puts it in a little shrine. He cuts down cedars; he selects the cypress 
and the oak; he plants the pine in the forest to be nourished by the rain. Then he 
uses part of the wood to make a fire. With it he warms himself and bakes his 
bread. Then—yes, it’s true—he takes the rest of it and makes himself a god to 
worship! He makes an idol and bows down in front of it! He burns part of the tree 
to roast his meat and to keep himself warm. He says, “Ah, that fire feels good.” 
Then he takes what’s left and makes his god: a carved idol! He falls down in front 
of it, worshiping and praying to it. “Rescue me!” he says. “You are my god!” Such 
stupidity and ignorance! Their eyes are closed, and they cannot see. Their minds 
are shut, and they cannot think. The person who made the idol never stops to 
reflect, “Why, it’s just a block of wood! I burned half of it for heat and used it to 
bake my bread and roast my meat. How can the rest of it be a god? Should I bow 
down to worship a piece of wood?” (Isaiah 44:13-19 NLT) 

 
• Then make two cherubim from hammered gold, and place them on the two ends 

of the atonement cover. Mold the cherubim on each end of the atonement cover, 
making it all of one piece of gold. The cherubim will face each other and look 
down on the atonement cover. With their wings spread above it, they will protect 
it. Place inside the Ark the stone tablets inscribed with the terms of the covenant, 
which I will give to you. Then put the atonement cover on top of the Ark. (Exodus 
25:18-21 NLT) 

 



• “For the inside of the Tabernacle, make a special curtain of finely woven linen. 
Decorate it with blue, purple, and scarlet thread and with skillfully embroidered 
cherubim." (Exodus 26:31 NLT) 

 
• Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it 

shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.” So Moses 
made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten 
anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. (Numbers 21:8, 9 
NKJV) 

 
• Hezekiah removed the high places and broke the sacred pillars, cut down the 

wooden image and broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made; for 
until those days the children of Israel burned incense to it, and called it 
Nehushtan. (II Kings 18:4 NKJV) 

 
• And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the 

glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14 
NKJV) 

 
• But many were amazed when they saw him. His face was so disfigured he 

seemed hardly human, and from his appearance, one would scarcely know he 
was a man. (Isaiah 52:14 NLT) 

 
On one hand, the bible warns against making carved images of anything on heaven or 
earth. But on the other hand, Moses made a bronze serpent, cheribum (angels) on the 
ark of the covenant, and other religious symbols or carvings. 
 
Many Christians have a painting (replica) of the Last Supper, as well as the creation 
moment (Adam and God from the Sistene chapel). 
 
What appears to be the bottom line is that it's only idolatry if you worship them. 
 
Under the old Law men were not allowed to create images of God specifically because, 
due to the heavily pagan surroundings, there was a possibility that the Hebrews over 
time might come to mistake the representation as God. God had not yet revealed himself 
in any physical form. However, the Divine was eventually revealed in physical form in 
Jesus. Where "the Word became flesh" (John 1:14), indicates that the invisible God 
became visible. He who existed in the form of God, emptied Himself and took the form of 
a servant in Jesus Christ. Notice Isaiah 52:14 where Isaiah visually describes Jesus’ 
appearance as being so disfigured when He was crucified that He hardly looked human 
anymore. 
 
In the Old Testament, images and statues were not absolutely condemned in 
themselves: examples include the graven images of cherubim over the Ark of the 
Covenant (Exodus 25:18-22) which God instructed Moses to make, the embroidered 
figures of cherubim angels which God told Moses to make on the curtain which 
separated the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle tent (Exodus 26:31), or the bronze 
serpent mentioned in the book of Numbers (Numbers 21:8-9). These "graven images" 



were acceptable if they were used in a religious context. Of course, worship of these 
images was and is unacceptable.  
 
Moses made a copper serpent, and that was clearly OK because God commanded him 
to make it in Numbers 21:8. But in 2 Kings 18:4, it says that Hezekiah the king of Judah 
"crushed to pieces the copper serpent that Moses had made; for down to those days the 
sons of Israel had continually been making sacrificial smoke to it, and it used to be called 
the copper serpent-idol." 
 
Obviously it wasn't made for that purpose, but people had started using it as an idol. So 
the Bible shows that really it is how something is used - not the actual making of it - that 
determines whether it counts as idolatry. The second commandment isn't just against 
making an image (if it was, Moses would have broken it when he obeyed God's 
command to make the serpent) but goes on, "You must not bow down to them nor be 
induced to serve them, because I Jehovah your God am a God exacting exclusive 
devotion" - Exodus 20:5 
 
Biblical artwork is there for us to enjoy. But it is best to steer well clear of using a picture 
or object in worship (and remember that prayer is an act of worship). 
 
In most protestant churches there is an image of a cross. They honor the cross and sing 
about it. They are told to come to the foot of the cross. No one thinks that someone 
praying in front of a cross is worshiping the cross as a god. For a long time, most people 
were illiterate. Images, whether statues or stain glass windows or paintings depicting 
Christ, His life, His teachings and other important Biblical figures, were used to catechise 
people and remind them of the glory of Christ. Nowadays there are movies, books, 
posters, cartoons, CDs, DVD's, bumper stickers, t-shirts and pictures used at Sunday 
school classes. 
 
Cities are full of works of art and similarly in our homes we see art. Perhaps there are 
photos (not around in Christ’s time) hanging on the wall or statues of animals or pink 
plastic flamingo's in the garden etc. They make our house look nice; and Biblical artwork, 
carvings and stained glass make a church, the house of God, look nice too. 
 
The most obvious example of an image would be a nativity set at Christmastime or the 
fish symbol used by early Christians. In our personal lives it would be photographs, 
reminding us of a summer at the beach and loved ones past. Photos in history books 
too. There are statues of Presidents in Washington and portraits of Kings and Queens in 
London. 
 
I have added Biblical paintings that I have gleaned and placed them as JPG's for people 
to enjoy. All you need to do is click on them to open them up. 


