
Question: “Is Tithing Biblical?” 
 
Answer: To answer the question directly, yes, tithing is biblical. The Old Testament Law commanded the 
Israelites to tithe (Leviticus 27:30-32; Numbers 18:21-28; Deuteronomy 12:6-17; 14:22-28; 26:12-14). 
However, the question “does the Bible mention tithing?” is not what people usually mean when they ask “is 
tithing biblical?” What they are really asking is “Does God require, me, a Christian, to give 10% of my 
income to the church?” 
 
It is a sad state of affairs that most pastors also must serve as the primary fund-raisers for their churches. The 
Bible, both Old and New Testaments, has a lot to say about giving. So, pastors should not avoid the topic of 
tithing. But, the pressure put on pastors to encourage giving has resulted in many abuses and 
misinterpretations of biblical text. Some churches have walls that annually picture the previous year’s top 
givers. Some churches require members to provide the church with a copy of tax returns so the church can 
make sure 10% giving was achieved. Some preachers emphasize tithing to the extent that it becomes a 
legalistic requirement for salvation. Some pastors are quick to pronounce any financial difficulties as 
evidence of a lack of tithing. These are just some of the examples of the abuses against the biblical message 
on tithing. 
 
While pastors/preachers should never allow a need to impact biblical interpretation, it is understandable 
when it happens. When a man’s ability to provide for himself and his family relies on his ability to bring in 
funds, it is a tremendous temptation to go with the interpretation that would conceivably encourage more 
people to give, and to give more generously. Sadly, though, many pastors who know that Jesus fulfilled the 
Law and understand that the New Testament does not teach tithing still preach tithing as if it was a biblical 
command on Christians. This should not be. We should preach the Word accurately and rightly (2 Timothy 
2:15; 4:2), and allow the Holy Spirit to do the convicting. 
 
Most churches/denominations at least encouraging tithing in some sense. 10% seems to have been adopted 
by the Christian church as the standard for giving. Most who propose tithing do so based on the Old 
Testament Law. However, if the Old Testament Law is the standard, 10% is not the correct amount for 
biblical tithing. The Old Testament Law required multiple tithes out of the Israelites. If all of them are 
combined, the Israelites were required to give approximately 25% of their income. (Wait, maybe I shouldn’t 
say that. The last thing I want is for churches to start requiring 25% giving.) 
 
But, ultimately, the Old Testament Law is not relevant on the issue of Christians tithing. Jesus fulfilled the 
Law (Romans 10:4; Galatians 3:23-25; Ephesians 2:15), and that includes the laws on tithing. The New 
Testament teaches Christians to give (1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:7), but the New Testament 
nowhere even mentions tithing. There is no set amount of recommended (or required) giving in the New 
Testament. Christians are to give generously, sacrificially, and joyfully. But, in the freedom we have in 
Christ, there is no biblical tithing requirement for Christians. 
 
So, what is the biblical message on tithing for Christians? If God is leading you to tithe, by all means, tithe. 
But, tithing should never be viewed as a legalistic command. Giving is an aspect of the Christian life, and all 
Christians should give. But, again, there is no set amount. Having a set amount would be easier, for sure. 
That’s what makes legalism so attractive. The Christian life is easier if we just have a checklist of things we 
have to do. God calls us to live a life of faith, and part of faith is sacrificial giving. While it is not a biblical 
statement, I think the following is a good summary of what the Bible teaches about Christian giving: “Give 
until it hurts, and then give a little more.” 
 
Question: "What does the Bible say about Christian tithing? Should a Christian tithe?" 
 
Answer: Many Christians struggle with the issue of tithing. In some churches tithing is over-emphasized. At 
the same time, many Christians refuse to submit to the biblical exhortations about making offerings to the 



Lord. Tithing/giving is intended to be a joy and a blessing. Sadly, that is sometimes not the case in the church 
today. 
 
Tithing is an Old Testament concept. The tithe was a requirement of the law in which all Israelites were to 
give 10 percent of everything they earned and grew to the Tabernacle/Temple (Leviticus 27:30; Numbers 
18:26; Deuteronomy 14:24; 2 Chronicles 31:5). In fact, the Old Testament Law required multiple tithes 
which would have pushed the total to around 23.3 percent, not the 10 percent which is generally considered 
the tithe amount today. Some understand the Old Testament tithe as a method of taxation to provide for the 
needs of the priests and Levites in the sacrificial system. The New Testament nowhere commands, or even 
recommends, that Christians submit to a legalistic tithe system. Paul states that believers should set aside a 
portion of their income in order to support the church (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).  
 
The New Testament nowhere designates a percentage of income a person should set aside, but only says it is 
to be “in keeping with income” (1 Corinthians 16:2). Some in the Christian church have taken the 10 percent 
figure from the Old Testament tithe and applied it as a “recommended minimum” for Christians in their 
giving. The New Testament talks about the importance and benefits of giving. We are to give as we are able. 
Sometimes that means giving more than 10 percent; sometimes that may mean giving less. It all depends on 
the ability of the Christian and the needs of the church. Every Christian should diligently pray and seek 
God’s wisdom in the matter of participating in tithing and/or how much to give (James 1:5). Above all, all 
tithes and offerings should be given with pure motives and an attitude of worship to God and service to the 
body of Christ. “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
 
Question: "If you have a lot of debt, can you temporarily stop tithing while paying off the debt?" 
 
Answer: It is permissible to stop tithing while paying off debt. Paying debts is a duty; tithing is "optional." 
Please do not misunderstand—giving to the Lord's work is very important. Sacrificial financial giving is part 
of God's calling for every Christian. If it is truly impossible to pay off the debt and continue tithing at the 
same time, it would not be wrong to decrease giving, or stop giving entirely, temporarily, in order to pay off 
the debts that are owed. 
 
Our one unalterable duty toward other people is that we love them, dealing with them as we want them to 
deal with us (Matthew 7:12). All of us want people to pay the debts they owe us. Therefore, as Christians, we 
should “let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his 
fellowman has fulfilled the law. The commandments, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not 
steal,’ ‘Do not covet,’ and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the 
law” (Romans 13:8-10).  
 
The tithing law of the old covenant was God’s provision for meeting the material needs of the priests from 
the tribe of Levi. They needed support in order to minister in the temple and meet the needs of the poor 
(Numbers 18:26; Deuteronomy 26:12-15). Therefore, when the Israelites failed to give the temple tithe, God 
warned, "Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, 'How have we robbed You?' In tithes 
and offerings” (Malachi 3:8).  
 
The writer of Hebrews revealed that the tithe was a tenth of a man’s income: “Now the law requires the 
descendants of Levi who become priests to collect a tenth from the people—that is, their brothers—even 
though their brothers are descended from Abraham” (Hebrews 7:5). The Levitical priesthood continued to 
serve in the temple throughout the earthly lifetime of Jesus. But after the death, resurrection, and ascension 
of the Lord Jesus, the structure of leadership changed: "For when there is a change of the priesthood, there 
must also be a change of the law" (Hebrews 7:12). Christ is now our High Priest. Christians are now God's 
temple and His royal priesthood (Hebrews 4:14-15; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 1 Peter 2:9-10).  
 



Our High Priest ministers the new covenant to us (God's law written on our hearts) by giving us the Holy 
Spirit (Hebrews 12:24; 10:16). This law operates powerfully, causing us to love others with Spirit-produced 
love (Galatians 5:22-23). That is why John writes, "If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in 
need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?" (1 John 3:17-18). Because God’s love 
compels a true Christian to give, none of the New Testament epistles command or recommend that Christians 
pay a tithe. Rather than being a requirement, giving results from a Christian’s love. 
 
Christians may, if they choose, give a tenth of their income to the church, meeting spiritual and material 
needs in their needy world. Some will choose to give less than a tenth; some will choose to give much more 
than a tenth. Paul recommends giving to the church on Sunday: “On the first day of every week, each one of 
you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income” (1 Corinthians 16:2a).  
 
Christians shouldn’t hoard but give as much as God directs. It is God’s money. His rewards outweigh the 
cost. “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all 
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:6-8). 
 
Question: "Does the teaching on tithing in Malachi 3:9-10 apply to us today?" 
 
Answer: Malachi 3:9-10 is often used to teach the need for Christians to tithe to local churches today. That 
passage reads, “You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. Bring the full 
tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD 
of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no 
more need.” Does this teaching apply to Christians today? 
 
First, the context of this passage concerns the Israelites not bringing their offerings to the temple. Because of 
their disobedience, God had judged them with a small harvest. The Lord challenged them to bring the “full 
tithe” of grain sacrifices (Leviticus 6:14-23) and see that He would bless them with an abundance of future 
crops. The “storehouse,” mentioned in verse 10, is a place to store grain in the temple. 
 
Second, this passage teaches that the Jews were to give a tithe as part of the temple worship, but it does not 
teach that Christians are to give to churches. Malachi was written more than 400 years before the start of the 
first church in Jerusalem. Applying its command of temple giving to the local church takes these verses out 
of their original context. 
 
Are New Testament Christians commanded to tithe or not? To be clear, a tithe is literally a “tenth,” or 10 
percent. Abraham gave a tenth of all he had to the priest of Salem in Genesis 14:20. Later, the Mosaic Law 
included commands to give a tenth for tabernacle worship. Tithing is mentioned 18 times in the Law, as the 
people were to share their produce and livestock to support the Levites, the caretakers of the tabernacle. This 
same system of tithing would later be applied to the temple (2 Chronicles 31:5). 
 
Jesus rebuked the religious leaders of His day, saying, “But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue 
and every herb, and neglect justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting 
the others” (Luke 11:42). These Pharisees obeyed the Law of Moses in that they tithed scrupulously, yet did 
not truly love God. They were challenged to do both. 
 
The Law was fulfilled in Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:17). When the church began to grow beyond the Jewish 
people and reach Gentiles, leaders struggled with whether or not to command these new believers to follow 
the Mosaic Law. In the end, only a few instructions were given for the sake of peace, but tithing was not 
among them (Acts 15:19-21). 
 



The principle in the New Testament is to give voluntarily to support the needs of others (Acts 2:45; Romans 
15:25-27), support Christian workers (1 Corinthians 9:11-12; 1 Timothy 5:18), and expand Christian 
outreach (Philippians 4:15-16). No specific amount is ever commanded, and no percentage is suggested. 
While a tithe or tenth of one’s finances may be a good standard to use for Christian giving, it is clear the 
early church did not focus on a specific amount but rather on meeting needs. This sometimes included giving 
much more than a tenth, as some believers sold homes or land to meet the needs that existed in the church 
(Acts 4:34-37). 
 
Question: "What is the difference between tithes and offerings?" 
 
Answer: When trying to distinguish between tithes and offerings, it is important first understand the concept 
of tithing. Christians today often think that what they give to their local church is a tithe, when in reality it is 
an offering. Christian tithing is a misnomer because Christians are under no obligation to fulfill the command 
to tithe as given to the Israelites as part of the Mosaic Law. The tithe was a requirement of the law in which 
all Israelites were to give 10% of everything they earned and grew to the Tabernacle/Temple (Leviticus 
27:30; Numbers 18:26; Deuteronomy 14:24; 2 Chronicles 31:5). The New Testament nowhere commands, or 
even recommends, that Christians submit to a legalistic tithe system. Paul states that believers should set 
aside a portion of their income as an offering, but this is not a tithe (1 Corinthians 16:1-2). 
 
God expected the Israelites to honor Him by giving the first fruits of what He gave to them. Leviticus 27:30 
states, "And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD'S: 
it is holy unto the LORD." Giving the 10% tithe was commanded of the Israelites and was therefore an 
obligation. When Christ died on the cross, He fulfilled the requirements of the Law and made the mandatory 
10% tithe obsolete. To continue to insist that it is still in effect is to nullify, at least in part, the sacrifice of 
Christ and return to the idea of justification by works and law-keeping. The first fruits offering found its 
fulfillment in Jesus. “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20). 
 
An offering is that which is freely given by Christians to the work of the Lord, the local church, and/or 
ministries and missions. But offerings are far more than simply the check we write on Sunday. We are to 
offer much more to God than our monetary resources. Romans 12:1 exhorts us to offer our bodies “as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God” as part of our worship. Romans 6:13 gives the reason for offering 
ourselves: because we are “those who have been brought from death to life” and, as such, we are to “offer the 
parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.” God is not nearly as interested in our monetary 
offerings as He is our submission and obedience. The truth is that He doesn’t need our resources to 
accomplish His plans and purposes. After all, He owns the cattle on a thousand hills (Psalm 50:10) and needs 
nothing from us. What He desires, however, and what He values, is the heart that overflows with gratitude 
and thanksgiving to the God who saved us and who gives us all things, knowing our needs before we even 
ask (Matthew 6:8). Such a heart gives generously, willingly, and cheerfully in response to the love and grace 
that abounds in Christ (2 Corinthians 9:6-8). 
 
Question: "Should we tithe off our gross or net income?" 
 
Answer: The tithe is an Old Testament concept. The tithe was a requirement of the law in which all Israelites 
were to give 10% of everything they earned—or the crops and animals they grew—to the Tabernacle / 
Temple (Leviticus 27:30; Numbers 18:26; Deuteronomy 14:24; 2 Chronicles 31:5). Believers in Christ are 
not commanded to give 10% of their income. Each and every Christian should diligently pray and seek 
God’s wisdom as to how much he or she should give (James 1:5). Many people believe that the Old 
Testament tithe is a good principle for believers to follow. Giving 10% of your income back to God 
demonstrates your thankfulness to Him for what He has provided and helps you to remember to rely on God 
instead of on riches. 
 



The Bible does not specifically say whether we should give 10% off our gross or net income. The Old 
Testament teaches the principle of firstfruits (Exodus 23:16; 34:22; Leviticus 2:12-14; 2 Chronicles 31:5). 
Old Testament believers gave from the best of their crops, not the leftovers. The same principle should apply 
to our giving today. Again, a believer should give what he believes God would have him give. It all goes 
back to the attitude of the heart. Are we giving out of reverence for God or out of selfishness for our own 
wealth? “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
 
Question: "How can I become a more cheerful giver?" 
 
Answer: The greatest giver this world has ever known was Jesus Christ. Leaving behind the riches and glory 
of His heavenly kingdom, He came to Earth and willingly gave His life so that we could keep ours. As God 
predestined His children to be conformed to the likeness of His Son (Romans 8:29), there can be no better 
way to emulate Jesus Christ than by giving selflessly the way He did. Our Savior Himself told us: “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). Quite simply, then, our greatest motivation for cheerful and 
generous giving should be that it pleases the Lord and reflects His gift of salvation to us. 
 
The second letter to the Corinthians reveals a number of inspiring truths that should help us become more 
cheerful givers. As Paul wisely admonished them: “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously” (2 Corinthians 9:6). This indelible truth 
was also stated by Solomon a thousand years earlier, “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits 
of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing” (Proverbs 3:9-10). And Christ Himself told 
us: “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will 
be poured into your lap” (Luke 6:38). While Jesus was in the Temple, he watched the rich people dropping 
their gifts in the collection box. Then a poor widow came by and dropped in two small coins. “I tell you the 
truth,” Jesus said, “this poor widow has given more than all the rest of them. For they have given a tiny part 
of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she has” (Luke 21:1-4). Indeed, “Good will 
come to him who is generous” (Psalm 112:5). 
 
This principle is unfailingly clear—we cannot out-give our gracious Creator. The more we give in service to 
the Lord, the more we will get in return. In fact, the only place in the Bible where God invites us to test Him 
is Malachi 3:10 where He is talking about our offerings made unto Him: “Test me in this, says the LORD 
Almighty and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of Heaven and poor out so much blessing that you 
will not have room enough for it.” Once more, the words of Solomon echo this, “One man gives freely, yet 
gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. A generous man will prosper; he who 
refreshes others will himself be refreshed” (Proverbs 11:24-25) 
 
As Paul stated, “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). Cheerful giving, therefore, should be a way 
of life for the Christian who understands the grace of God. When we give generously and with a willing 
heart, God assures us He will watch over us and provide for us (Isaiah 58:9; Psalm 41:1-3; Proverbs 22:9; 2 
Corinthians 9:8, 11). And we need to remember that it’s not just our treasure that we are to cheerfully give 
back to God. As King David pointed out, everything we have is from God (1 Chronicles 29:14), and this 
includes our talents and our time as well. As ours days are numbered (Psalm 139:16), our time indeed 
belongs to God. And any gifts we have are also from Him; therefore, “Each one should use whatever gift he 
has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10). 
 
For God so loved the world that He gave….We would do well to remember that we are saved because our 
God so generously gave (John 3:16). As His children, we are called to be “the light of the world” (Matthew 
5:14). When we trust God and honor Him by generously giving our time, treasure, and talent, we are truly 
letting our light shine before men and our goodness will reflect radiantly on our Father in heaven. 
 
 


