
Question: "What About Personal Prophetic Words?"  
 
Answer: A definition of prophecy in an old church book goes like this: 
Prophecy is truth demanding fulfilment and history is the proof of prophecy (Matthew 
1:22). Prophecy is a work of truth--of the Spirit of truth. It is the essential balance to the 
ministry of the teacher. Prophecy appeals mostly to the emotions; teaching to the 
intellect. Prophecy sets on fire that which teaching enlightens. 
 
As with anything the Lord gives us, the gifts of the Holy Spirit are not to be abused. Let's 
not be like the church at Corinth that needed to be set straight. Or worse yet, let's not be 
like Simon of Samaria who tried to bring money into the equation. 
 
Let this word of warning be to those who are always seeking (consumed) to give or 
receive 'a personal prophetic word'. That word of warning is, "Don't abuse it!" This is not 
speaking prophetically. This is speaking with the power of Scripture behind it: 
But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal

As a reminder, whatever we do, 

. (1 Corinthians 
12:7 KJV) 

the Lord must get the glory
And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through Him. (Colossians 3:17 NKJV) 

: 

 
Any prophetic word must first start out by being under the direct influence of the Holy 
Spirit and not of any human influence involved. The only part the individual has, as a 
chosen vessel, is to start and stop it, but not the content (1 Corinthians 14:32). The nine 
manifestation gifts of the Holy Spirit as outlined in 1 Corinthians chapters 12 and 14  are 
primarily designed for the body of believers in a church setting (see 1 Corinthians 14:19, 
23, 26). The primary purpose of a prophetic word is for strengthening the whole local 
church body

 

 (see 1 Corinthians 14:4). This is not limiting our God to the four walls of a 
church building. Our God cannot be put in a box. But we must keep in mind that our God 
is a God of order (see 1 Corinthians 14:40). If a manifestation takes place outside the 
church, He must be glorified within the church so the whole body of believers can 
rejoice. 

As far as an individual is concerned, the Holy Spirit gives the ability to pray in tongues to 
strengthen the individual (see 1 Corinthians 14:4). The individual may also be given the 
ability to have dreams and visions from the Holy Spirit (see Acts 2:17). Obviously, these 
dreams and visions can take place outside a church setting because it involves images 
within one's own mind as revealed by the Holy Spirit. Dreams and visions, even though 
the content may be prophetic in nature, are different from the gift of prophecy in that 
verbal utterance to those around us is not involved. Care must be taken to never step 
over the line in totally trusting the Lord for one's future and trying to force a glimpse into 
the future. This has shipwrecked many in the faith. 
 
Please read carefully the four portions of Scripture below. The first portion of Scripture 
warns us not to seek something in order to test our Lord or for our own personal whims. 
The second portion of Scripture warns us that the Lord generally gives prophesy in order 
to strengthen the church body, not the individual. This does not totally rule out that a 
prophetic word (see Acts 21:10-11) may be given with an individual in mind, but this is 



not its primary purpose. The third portion of Scripture is to remind us to test all things 
and to only hold onto things that are good. The last portion of Scripture is to remind us 
that any so called 'prophetic word' cannot come in conflict with the Word of God. 
 
1. One day the Pharisees and Sadducees came to test Jesus, demanding that he show 
them a miraculous sign from heaven to prove his authority. He replied, “You know the 
saying, ‘Red sky at night means fair weather tomorrow; red sky in the morning means 
foul weather all day.’ You know how to interpret the weather signs in the sky, but you 
don’t know how to interpret the signs of the times! Only an evil, adulterous generation 
would demand a miraculous sign, but the only sign I will give them is the sign of the 
prophet Jonah. ” Then Jesus left them and went away. (Matthew 16:1-4 NLT) 
 
2. Let love be your highest goal! But you should also desire the special abilities the Spirit 
gives—especially the ability to prophesy. For if you have the ability to speak in tongues, 
you will be talking only to God, since people won’t be able to understand you. You will be 
speaking by the power of the Spirit, but it will all be mysterious. But one who prophesies 
strengthens others, encourages them, and comforts them. A person who speaks in 
tongues is strengthened personally, but one who speaks a word of prophecy strengthens 
the entire church. I wish you could all speak in tongues, but even more I wish you could 
all prophesy. For prophecy is greater than speaking in tongues, unless someone 
interprets what you are saying so that the whole church will be strengthened. And the 
same is true for you. Since you are so eager to have the special abilities the Spirit gives, 
seek those that will strengthen the whole church

 

. Dear brothers and sisters, ... if I bring 
you a revelation or some special knowledge or prophecy or teaching, that will be helpful. 
Let two or three people prophesy, and let the others evaluate what is said. So, my dear 
brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and don’t forbid speaking in tongues. But be 
sure that everything is done properly and in order. (1 Corinthians 14:1-6, 12, 29, 39-40 
NLT) 

3. Do not stifle the Holy Spirit. Do not scoff at prophecies, but test everything that is said. 
Hold on to what is good. Stay away from every kind of evil. (1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 
NLT) 
 
4. And I solemnly declare to everyone who hears the words of prophecy written in this 
book: If anyone adds anything to what is written here, God will add to that person the 
plagues described in this book. And if anyone removes any of the words from this book 
of prophecy, God will remove that person’s share in the tree of life and in the holy city 
that are described in this book. (Revelation 22:18, 19 NLT) 
 
In conclusion: 
Prophecy of old became the written Word of God that we know today as the Bible. Since 
the Bible is complete, prophecy today is only an enhancement to what is already written, 
just like a bible teacher who expounds upon the Word of God with illustrations and 
stories outside the Bible.  No new revelation is being given to change the Bible.  
Where it becomes special is when God takes what is already written in His Word and 
brings it out as a timely word of encouragement in a prophetic word. Another special way 
is when, for reasons of His own, the Lord reveals upcoming events in a prophetic word 



(see Acts 11:27-30). Ultimately it is an individual's responsibility whether to hold on to 
these prophetic words or not. If I an individual is not sure of the legitimacy of a prophetic 
word, it may be the safest decision not to hold on to it. Whereas, the Bible will never let 
anyone down, even when things are darkest in their life. 
It's a shame, because where there is the real thing, Satan will manifest counterfeits. 
There are those that are self-proclaimed prophets of this age. Of these we are told to 
beware in Matthew 24 verses 11 and 24. At their root will be deception, popularity, 
and/or financial gain. Run in the opposite direction of these false prophets. But despising 
or hating the gift of prophecy because of these false prophets is just as wrong. It actually 
comes down to hating a gift from the Holy Spirit. The bottom line really is (this time from 
the King James Version): 
Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that which is 
good. Abstain from all appearance of evil. (1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 KJV) 
In a simple term, learn to be perceptive when it is God's 'still small voice'! 


