
The purpose of this compilation of ‘Church Questions’ is to bring answers and peace to a Christian that may 
be struggling with these questions listed here and wants to know what the Lord Himself really has to say 
about it. Great care has been taken to answer truthfully what the Bible says, and not what a particular 
Church wants their congregants to believe.  

What is written here is for an individual’s peace of mind and is not meant for a weapon to be used against a 
particular church that may end in disunity in the body of Christ. Remember, Jesus loves His local churches 
and He wants every single Christian to support their local church. He loves harmony (1 Corinthians 12:25). 
The following Newsletter sums it up superbly: 

World Challenge Missions Update by Gary Wilkerson   August 8, 2013 

From the remote villages of Cambodia, to the slums in African cities, to the jungles of Brazil, Jesus has 
called World Challenge to serve churches that serve the poor. It is our joy each month to highlight to you 
various works around the globe that demonstrate how powerfully and effectively the Holy Spirit moves 
through his church to touch lives and communities with gospel transformation. 

Jesus loves his church; the question is, do you? It's one thing to pray for, support and admire churches in 
exotic foreign fields—but what about your local church? We are called even more so to pray for, support 
and, yes, admire churches serving in our own communities. 

I write this to say there is a great mission need right here, right now, in our own backyard. The bride of 
Christ in America needs a people who will commit themselves to having Christ's heart to serve in their own 
locale. I speak to you now not just as a missions leader but as a local pastor myself: We in the church need 
your prayers, we need your gifts, and we know God has called you to serve. Every pastor longs and prays for 
partnership with committed believers—partnership that can help each of us grow, help revive our churches 
and help reach our cities. I pray that as you read this the Holy Spirit may move you to love and serve 
faithfully in your local church. 

Yes, the church has her shortcomings and failures. This has caused some believers to dismiss and abandon 
the local church. Many stay home, watching sermons on video or having a family devotion. That is well and 
good, but it is not church. The church has people—elders, deacons, pastors, leaders and a congregation from 
a surrounding community. If you have checked out of church, isn't that a shortcoming and failure on your 
part? It means you've left people who are pretty much like you. The truth is, you need them and they need 
you. Ironically, cynics, skeptics and armchair critics remove themselves from the effect they desire: to see 
things change. I encourage you not to try to change your church so much as to serve your church. 

Yes, there are times we should not stay—when churches preach a false gospel, when pastors live in sin and 
are not removed, when there are no signs of grace or good fruit. Yet even then we should consider our roles 
and actions carefully and graciously. Paul saw firsthand the carnality, division and compromise in the church 
at Corinth, yet he did not write it off or abandon it. He prayed, loved, served and led in a way that brought 
change. You can do this as well. You can love what Jesus loves: his church. 

As we serve churches that serve the poor around the world, I deeply desire that we serve our churches here at 
home as well. There is such wonderful potential in the American church. Jesus has not changed his agenda. 
He has come to build his church—and the gates of hell will not prevail. I urge you, pray for and serve your 
local church—and may you find Christ's love for her growing within you. 


