
Question: "What is binding and loosing?"
 
Answer: Before looking at binding and loosing according to Matthew 16:19 and 18:18, 
we must establish two things that the Word of God sets forth. First, according to Luke 
22:25, Church authority is not to lord over its congregants. Secord, according to 1 
Timothy 2:5, no man has the authority to forgive sins, only Jesus. With that 
established, we can now move to the subject matter.
 
The concept of “binding and loosing” is taught in the Bible in Matthew 16:19: “I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” In this verse, 
Jesus is speaking directly to the apostle Peter and indirectly to the other apostles. 
Then in Matthew 18:18 He addresses the other apostles directly: "Assuredly, I say to 
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven."
 
Jesus' words in Matthew 16:19 meant that Peter would have the right to enter the 
kingdom himself, that he would have general authority symbolized by the possession 
of the keys, and that preaching the gospel would be the means of opening the kingdom 
of heaven to all believers and shutting it against unbelievers. The book of Acts shows 
us this process at work. By his sermon on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14-40), Peter 
opened the door of the kingdom for the first time. The expressions “bind” and “loose” 
were common to Jewish legal phraseology meaning to declare something forbidden or 
to declare it allowed.
 
Peter and the other apostles were to continue Christ’s work on earth in preaching the 
gospel and declaring God's will to men, and they were armed with the same authority 
as He possessed. In Matthew 18:18, there is also a definite reference to the binding 
and loosing in the context of church discipline (see previous verse Mt 18:17). The 
apostles do not usurp Christ's lordship and authority over individual believers and their 
eternal destiny, but they do exercise the authority to discipline and, if necessary, 
excommunicate disobedient church members. The protection of the flock is very 
important. The concept of binding and loosing must not be abused by anyone in church 
authority and it must always be recognized that the origin is from heaven and that earth 
must come into line with it; not the other way around.
 
Christ in heaven ratifies what is done in His name and in obedience to His Word on 
earth. In both Matthew 16:19 and 18:18, the syntax of the Greek text makes the 
meaning clear. What you bind on earth will have already been bound in heaven. What 
you loose on earth will have already been loosed in heaven. In other words, Jesus in 
heaven looses the authority of His Word as it goes forth on earth for the fulfilment of its 
purpose.
 
Most Bible versions routinely translate these two passages the same way:  “Whatever 
you [whether “you” is thought to refer to Peter, the apostles, or the church] bind or 
loose on earth will be bound or loosed in heaven.”  This often leads to a 
misinterpretation of the verse. That is why many religious leaders have taken it to 
mean something other than what Jesus intended, and have, either knowingly or 
unknowingly, caused great hurt to many of God’s people.
 



Not understanding these two verses, some religious leaders took to themselves a 
power and authority that approached the authority of God. They would say, “Why, if the 
man in charge says something, God is going to back him up! Christ said He would!” 
Most people had no way of knowing if this was true or not, but since the idea appeared 
to be biblically based, they tended to go along with what the man in charge said. In 
many congregations, the leadership style of the local pastor set the tone for what took 
place in the congregation. Any decisions, any rules, any personal preferences of the 
pastor, tended to take on the force of law, and the pastor fully expected God to fall in 
line behind him. “Whatever you bind” became a license. And somehow it appeared to 
give human leaders the power to tell God what to do.
 
When properly translating the Greek tenses and rightly dividing the Word of God, what 
Jesus actually was saying is, “I am giving you the keys to the kingdom of heaven [or, 
the rulership from heaven -- the Greek word basileia means reign, or rulership]. 
However, unlike those who rule over you today, you are not to ‘lord it over’ My 
heritage. Whatever you bind and loose must be those things which are already bound 
and loosed in heaven, at God’s throne, according to God’s law.” If the disciples were to 
proclaim something to be bound or loosed, they would be doing the same thing Moses 
did with Israel in the wilderness:  making known to the people “the statutes of God and 
His laws” (Exodus 18:16). Unfortunately, many church leaders, even to this day, have 
mistaught and misapplied these verses to mean that they can tell their followers, with 
all the authority of God, anything they wish to tell them!


