
Salvation Terminology 
 
 

There are terms for our salvation that we use to describe what God has 
accomplished but do we really know what these words mean? 

 
Here is a list of words that describe our salvation today: 

 
• ADOPTION – accepted into God’s family with all its responsibilities and 

privileges 
• ATONEMENT – “covering with a price” our sins have been covered with the 

price of Christ’s blood, satisfying God’s demands 
• RIGHTEOUSNESS – God's standard of perfection 
• IMPUTATION – God's righteousness credited to one's account 
• JUSTIFICATION – to reckon, or to declare one righteous 
• GRACE – the unmerited favor of God 
• REDEMPTION – payment for ransom, freedom by payment of a price 
• PROPITIATION – satisfaction, or to satisfy 
• FAITH – taking God at His word and leaving the consequences to rest upon 

 His faithfulness 
• REMISSION – basically means "forgiveness" - to send away, to loose or 

 release 
• FORBEARANCE – patiently waiting for the payment of a debt 
• RECONCILIATION – to restore to friendship and fellowship 
• CONVERSION – “turn around” to turn from sin to God 
• REPENTANCE – a fundamental change of mind and attitude from being 

alienated from God to agreeing with God 
• REGENERATION – importation of Divine life, a creative act of God in us 
• BORN AGAIN – the part of man that is born again is the real man, the spirit 

man  
• NEW CREATURE – the part of man that becomes a new creature is the real 

man, the spirit man 
 
 

Scriptures that explain our salvation: 
 

(Romans 3:21-28 KJV) But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, 
being witnessed by the law and the prophets; {22} Even the righteousness of God which is by 
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: {23} For 
all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; {24} Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: {25} Whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins 
that are past, through the forbearance of God; {26} To declare, I say, at this time his 



righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. {27} 
Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 
{28} Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 
 
(Romans 4:23-25 KJV) Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 
{24} But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our 
Lord from the dead; {25} Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification. 
 
(Romans 5:1&10 KJV) Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but we 
also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the 
atonement. 
 
(Rom 8:15 KJV) For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have 
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  
 
(Act 3:19 KJV) Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. 
 
(Ephesians 2:8-9) For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God:{9} Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
 
(Titus 3:5 KJV) Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy 
he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost. 
 
(John 3:3-7 KJV) Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.{4} Nicodemus saith unto him, How 
can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and 
be born?{5} Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.{6} That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.{7} Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born again. 
 
(2 Corinthians 5:17 KJV)  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



After Salvation Terminology 
 

At the moment of salvation, the Holy Spirit comes into the life of the born again 
Christian. Many believe that after salvation occurs, there is a process that begins 

and an experience awaiting them. That process is sanctification and that 
experience is the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

 
• SANCTIFICATION – Separated from sin and devoted to God. It is the 

process of becoming more and more Christ-like. It is about taking on a life of 
holiness.  
(1 Thessalonians 4:3 KJV) For this is the will of God, even your sanctification. 

• BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT – Is the experience of being filled with the 
Holy Spirit the same as when the disciples were commanded to tarry until 
they received power from on high. Even though the disciples already had the 
Holy Spirit in their lives (see John 20:22) pre-Pentecost, they needed power 
to perform the mission the Lord called them to do. It is the same today. The 
great commission is the same today as it was in the first century.  
(Luke 24:47,49 KJV) And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in 
his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And, behold, I send the promise 
of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with 
power from on high. 
(Acts 1:5 KJV) For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost not many days hence. 
(Acts 2:1-4) And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one 
accord in one place.{2} And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.{3} And there appeared 
unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.{4} And they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. 


