
Prophetic Interpretation 

Not only must a prophecy be of the Holy Spirit, but the interpretation of 

it must also be of the Holy Spirit.

The specific warning in Acts 21:4 for Paul not to go up to Jerusalem 

was a human interpretation of the Holy Spirit’s prophecy of the danger 

that awaited Paul. Notice that their warning did not begin with "The Holy

Spirit declares" like it does with Agabus's prophetic declaration seven 

verses later in Acts 21:11. When we go to the next verse, Acts 21:12, 

we see the normal human response to the actual prophecy because 

they loved Paul so much and did not want to see harm come to him. 

But, Paul himself saw much deeper than that in the spirit that The Lord's

will trumps our own wishes. Paul would never have gone against the 

Holy Spirit’s direction because it would put him in direct rebellion. 

Instead, the Holy Spirit was preparing Paul for what he must face.

There was no doubt that the prophecy was true that he would face jail 

and harm, but the differences layed in the response to it. This is where 

we need to also take care. We not only need to test and make sure a 

prophecy is of the Holy Spirit, but we also need discernment of what to 

do with it. Prophecy and Discernment go hand-in-hand.

I have extracted the pertinent verses from Acts Chapters 20, 21, and 23

to make it clear what was happening to Paul:

“And now I am bound by the Spirit to go to Jerusalem. I don’t 

know what awaits me, except that the Holy Spirit tells me in city 

after city that jail and suffering lie ahead. But my life is worth nothing

to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord 

Jesus—the work of telling others the Good News about the wonderful 

grace of God. (Acts 20:22-24 NLT)

We went ashore (at Tyre), found the local believers, and stayed with 

them a week. These believers prophesied through the Holy Spirit 



that Paul should not go on to Jerusalem. The next day we went on 

to Caesarea and stayed at the home of Philip the Evangelist, one of the

seven men who had been chosen to distribute food. Several days later 

a man named Agabus, who also had the gift of prophecy, arrived from 

Judea. He came over, took Paul’s belt, and bound his own feet and 

hands with it. Then he said, “The Holy Spirit declares, ‘So shall the 

owner of this belt be bound by the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem 

and turned over to the Gentiles.’” When we heard this, we and the 

local believers all begged Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. But he said, 

“Why all this weeping? You are breaking my heart! I am ready not only 

to be jailed at Jerusalem but even to die for the sake of the Lord Jesus.”

When it was clear that we couldn’t persuade him, we gave up and said, 

“The Lord’s will be done.” (Acts 21:4, 8, 10-14 NLT)

But the following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Be of good 

cheer, Paul; for as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must 

also bear witness at Rome.” (Acts 23:11 NKJV)

The Prophecy of Agabus


