
Oppression vs Affliction

Because I am a firm believer in divine healing and I am a living testimony to the gift of

healing, I have dealt with the subject of healing in previous posts at 

annointing.wordpress.com

• Healing Approach

• Healing, When It Does Not Come

• Sickness and Sin

• Sickness and Evil Spirits

• James 5:14-15 Proper Rendering

• Discernment

What I mainly look at in the above posts is the why's, the how's, and the why not's of 

healing. What I want to look at now is the ways by which our enrmy comes at us. Our

enemy comes at us two different ways and we need to distinguish between the two. 

There is oppression and then there is affliction. The definition of oppression is to 

keep someone in subservience and hardship, especially  by the unjust exercise of 

authority. The definition of affliction is to cause persistent pain, suffering or distress. 

Notice this example of oppression:

• God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, 

who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with Him. (Acts 10:38 NKJV)

Notice these examples of affliction:

• Even though I have received such wonderful revelations from God. So

to keep me from becoming proud, I was given a thorn in my flesh (an affliction

which we do not know for sure what it was), a messenger from Satan to 

torment me and keep me from becoming proud. Three different times I 

begged the Lord to take it away. Each time he said, “My grace is all you 

need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about 

my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. That’s why

I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, 

persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I 

am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10 NLT)

• For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a 

far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, (II Corinthians 4:17 NKJV)

The first Scripture records those that were healed who were oppressed. The second 

two Scriptures record the affliction of Paul that was not healed and we gain insight 



into the reason why. Oppression simply appears to be unjust exercise of authority by 

the Devil. Whereas affliction is not unjust, because it goes thru the approval of our 

Lord.

In Paul's affliction, it certainly was not because of lack of any faith. Notice in the 

following Scripture that Paul knew what faith was all about and how to discern it:

• And in Lystra a certain man without strength in his feet was sitting, a 

cripple from his mother’s womb, who had never walked. This man heard Paul

speaking. Paul, observing him intently and seeing that he had faith to be 

healed, said with a loud voice, “Stand up straight on your feet!” And he 

leaped and walked. (Acts 14:8-10 NKJV)

When we look at Job, what came upon him was affliction just like Paul. It was not 

oppression:

• And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand, but spare his 

life.” (Job 2:6 NKJV)

• If I be wicked, woe unto me; and if I be righteous, yet will I not lift up 

my head. I am full of confusion; therefore see thou mine affliction. (Job 10:15 

KJV)

In both oppression and affliction, the instrument by which they are delivered is by the 

Devil, or Satan, and his minions.

Now to bring it down to the real world for us as Christians. When something comes 

upon us, we need to distinguish immediately whether it is oppression or it is affliction.

If it is oppression, we have the power to take charge over it by the name and blood of

Jesus. Remember that it is nothing more than the unjust exercise of power that the 

Devil tries to exert over us. If it is affliction, we need to seek the Lord's face for the 

answers. Remember, even though affliction is by the Devil's hand, it first came by 

permission from The Lord. This is not about doctrines of whether or not the Lord still 

heals or whether or not a Christian should be free from all sickness or disease. This 

is about immediately seeking the Lord's face for discernment when something 

attacks us.

Some will argue that the Devil cannot oppress Christians. But look at the following 

warning:

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring 

lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that 

the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. (I Peter 5:8, 9

NKJV)



What it all boils down to is this: May you continuously be seeking the Lord's face as 

you journey thru this world! Or as 1 Thessalonians 5:17 reminds us, "Pray without 

ceasing."

Please see the other PDF article titled 'Oppression' under the 'Toolbox' page at annointing.wordpress.com to gain 

insight how to battle demonized oppression in Christians. It is an excellent article by a well known pastor and author.


