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Speech That Edifies 
And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit 

on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old 
men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. And 
also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out 

My Spirit in those days. 
-Joel 2:28-29 

Scripture reading: 1 Corinthians 14:1-25 

ewe know that the prophecy spoken by Joel was fulfilled on 
the Day of Pentecost. This was the first outpouring of the 
Spirit, but what would it be like now if we would only 

wake up to the words of our Master, "Greater works than these 
[you] will do, because I go to My Father" (John 14:12)? 

Hear what the Scripture says to us: "However, when He, the 
Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He 
will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will 
speak" (John 16:13). The Holy Spirit is inspiration; the Holy Spirit 
is revelation; the Holy Spirit is manifestation; the Holy Spirit is 
operation. When a man comes into the fullness of the Holy Spirit, 
he is in perfect order, built up on scriptural foundations. 

I have failed to see anyone understand 1 Corinthians 12-14 
unless he has been baptized with the Holy Spirit. He may talk 
about the Holy Spirit and the gifts, but his understanding is only a 
superficial one. However, when he gets baptized with the Holy 
Spirit, he speaks about a deep inward conviction by the power of 
the Spirit working in him, a revelation of that Scripture. On the 
other hand, there is so much that a man receives when he is born 
again. He receives the first love and has a revelation of Jesus. "But 
if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood ofJesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin" (1 John 1:7). 

But God wants a man to be on fire so that he will always speak 
as an oracle of God. He wants to so build that man on the founda· 
tions of God that everyone who sees and hears him will say he is a 
new man after the order of the Spirit. "Old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new" (2 Cor. 5:17). New things have 
come, and he is now in the divine order. When a man is filled with 
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the Holy Spirit, he has a vital power that makes people know he has 
seen God. He ought to be in such a place spiritually that when he 
goes into a neighbor's house, or out among people, they will feel that 
God has come into their midst. 

"He who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and 
comfort to men. He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he 
who prophesies edifies the church" (1 Cor. 14:3-4). There are two 
edifications spoken of here. Which is the first? To edify yourself. 
Mter you have been edified by the Spirit, you are able to edify the 
church through the Spirit. What we need is more of the Holy Spirit. 
Oh, beloved, it is not merely a measure of the Spirit, it is a pressed
down measure. It is not merely a pressed-down measure, it is 
"shaken together, and running over" (Luke 6:38). Praise the Lord! 

Thought for today: Anybody can hold a full cup, but you cannot 
hold an overflowing cup, and the baptism of the Holy Spirit is an 
overflowing cup. 
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Biblical Evidence of the Baptism 
Part One 

Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? 
-Acts 19:2 

Scripture reading: Acts 19:1-20 

et me' tell you about my own experience of being baptized 
with the Holy Spirit. It had to be something that was based ~on solid facts in order to move me. I was certain that I had 

received the Holy Spirit and absolutely rigid in this conviction. 
Many years ago, a man came to me and said, "Wigglesworth, do 
you know what is happening in Sunderland, England? People are 
being baptized in the Holy Spirit exactly the same way that the dis
ciples were on the Day of Pentecost." I said, "I would like to go." 

Immediately, I took a train, went to Sunderland, and met with 
the people who had assembled for the purpose of receiving the Holy 
Spirit. Continuously, I caused disturbances, until the people wished 
I had never come. They said that I was disrupting the conditions 
for people to receive the baptism. But I was hungry and thirsty for 
God, and had gone to Sunderland because I had heard that God 
was pouring out His Spirit in a new way. I had heard that God had 
now visited His people and manifested His power, and that people 
were speaking in tongues as on the Day of Pentecost. 

Therefore, when I first got to Sunderland, I said to the people, 
"I cannot understand this meeting. I have left a meeting in Brad
ford allan fire for God. The fire fell last night, and we were all laid 
out under the power of God. I have come here for tongues, and I 
don't hear them-I don't hear anything." 

"Oh!" they said. "When you get baptized with the Holy Spirit, 
you will speak in tongues." 

"Oh, is that it?" I said. "When the presence of God came upon 
me, my tongue was loosened, and when I went in the open air to 
preach, I really felt that I had a new tongue." 

"Ah, no," they said, "that is not it." 
"What is it, then?" I asked. 
"When you get baptized in the Holy Spirit-" 
"I am baptized," I interjected, "and there is no one here who 

can persuade me that I am not baptized." So I was up against 
them, and they were up against me. 
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I remember a man getting up and saying, "You know, brothers 
and sisters, I was here three weeks and then the Lord baptized me 
with the Holy Spirit, and I began to speak with tongues." 

I said, "Let us hear it. That's what I'm here for." 
But he could not speak in tongues at will; he could only speak 

as the Spirit gave him the ability, and so my curiosity was not sat
isfied. I was doing what others are doing today, confusing the 
twelfth chapter of 1 Corinthians with the second chapter of Acts. 
These two chapters deal with different things; one deals with the 
gifts of the Spirit, and the other deals with the baptism of the 
Spirit with the accompanying sign of tongues. 

I saw that these people were very earnest, and I became quite 
hungry for tongues. I was eager to see this new manifestation of 
the Spirit, and, as I said, I would be questioning all the time and 
spoiling a lot of the meetings. One man said to me, "I am a mis
sionary, and I have come here to seek the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit. I am waiting on the Lord, but you have come in and are 
spoiling everything with your questions." I began to argue with 
him; the argument became so heated that when we walked home 
he walked on one side of the road, and I walked on the other. ' 

That night, there was to be another meeting, and I purposed 
to go. I changed my clothes and left my key in the clothes I had 
taken off. As we came from the meeting in the middle of the night, 
I found that I did not have my key with me, and this missionary 
brother said, "You will have to come and stay with me." But do you 
think we went to sleep that night? Oh, no, we spent the night in 
prayer. We received a precious shower from above. The breakfast 
bell rang, but that was nothing to me. For four days, I wanted 
nothing but God. 

Thought for today: If you only knew the unspeakably wonderful 
blessing of being filled with the third person of the Trinity, you 
would set aside everything else to wait for this infilling. 
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Biblical Evidence of the Baptism 
Part Two 

Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? 
-Acts 19:2 

Scriyture reading: Mark 1:1-12 

dl s the days passed, 1 became more and more hungry for 
God. I had opposed the meetings so much, but the Lord 
was gracious, and I will always remember that last day

the day I was to leave. God was with me so much. They were to 
have a meeting, and 1 went, but 1 could not rest. This revival was 
taking place at an Episcopal church. 1 went to the rectory to say 
goodbye, and I said to Sister Boddy, the rector's wife, "I cannot rest 
any longer; 1 must have these tongues." 

She replied, "Brother Wigglesworth, it is not the tongues you 
need but the baptism. If you will allow God to baptize you, the 
other will be all right." 

1 answered, "My dear sister, I know 1 am baptized. You know 
that 1 have to leave here at four o'clock. Please lay hands on me so 
that 1 may receive the tongues." 

She stood up and laid her hands on me, and the fire fell. 
There came a persistent knock at the door, and she had to go 

out. That was the best thing that could have happened, for 1 was 
alone with God. Then He gave me a revelation. Oh, it was wonder
ful! He showed me an empty cross and Jesus glorified. 1 do thank 
God that the cross is empty, that Christ is no longer on the cross. 

Then 1 saw that God had purified me. 1 was conscious of the 
cleansing power of the precious blood of Jesus, and I cried out, 
"Clean! Clean! Clean!" 1 was filled with the joy of knowing that 1 
had been cleansed. As 1 was extolling, glorifying, and praising Him, 
1 was speaking in tongues "as the Spirit gave [me] utterance" (Acts 
2:4). 1 knew then that I had received the real baptism in the Holy 
Spirit. 

It was all as beautiful and peaceful as when Jesus said, "Peace, 
be stiZZ!" (Mark 4:39). The tranquillity and the joy of that moment 
surpassed anything I had ever known up to that time. But hallelu
jah! These days have grown with greater, mightier, more wonderful 
divine manifestations and power. That was only the beginning. 
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There is no end to this kind of beginning. You will never come to 
the end of the Holy Spirit until you have arrived in glory-until 
you are right in the presence of God forever. And even then we will 
always be conscious of His presence. 

What had I received? I had received the biblical evidence. This 
biblical evidence is wonderful to me. I knew I had received the very 
evidence of the Spirit's incoming that the apostles had received on 
the Day of Pentecost. I knew that everything I had had up to that 
time was in the nature of an anointing, bringing me in line with 
God in preparation. However, now I knew I had the biblical bap
tism in the Spirit. It had the backing ofthe Scriptures. 

Thought for today: You are never right if you do not have a foun
dation for your testimony in the Word of God. 
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Biblical Evidence of the Baptism 
Pari Three 

Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? 
-Acts 19:2 

Scripture reading: Isaiah 61 

cwhen I returned horne from Sunderland, my wife said to 
me, "So you think you have received the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit? Why, I am as much baptized in the Holy 

Spirit as you are." We had sat on the platform together for twenty 
years, but that night she said, "Tonight you will go by yourself." I 
said, "All right." My wife went back to one of the furthermost seats 
in the hall, and she said to herself, "I will watch him." 

I preached that night on the text the Lord had given me from 
Isaiah 61. I told what the Lord had done for me. I told the people 
that I was going to have God in my life and that I would gladly suf
fer a thousand deaths rather than forfeit this wonderful infilling 
that had corne to me. 

My wife was very restless, just as if she were sitting on a 
red-hot poker. She was moved in a new way and said, "That is not 
my Smith that is preaching. Lord, You have done something for 
him." 

As soon as I finished, the secretary of the mission got up and 
said, "I want what the leader of our mission has got." He tried to 
sit down but missed his seat and fell on the floor. There were soon 
fourteen of them on the floor, my own wife included. We did not 
know what to do, but the Holy Spirit got hold of the situation, and 
the fire fell. A revival started and the crowds carne. It was only the 
beginning of the flood tide of blessing. We had touched the reser
voir of the Lord's life and power. Since that time, the Lord has 
taken me to many different lands, and I have witnessed many 
blessed outpourings of God's Holy Spirit. 

Thought for today; It is when you get out of the will of God that 
you have a hard time. 
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Three Witnesses to the Baptism 

And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash 
away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord. 

-Acts 22:16 

Scripture reading: Galatians 3:1-14 

§ want to take you to the Scriptures to prove my position that 
tongues are the evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
Businessmen know that in cases of law where there are two 

clear witnesses, they could win a case before any judge. On the 
clear evidence of two witnesses, any judge will give a verdict. What 
has God given us? He has given us three clear witnesses on the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit-more than are necessary in law courts. 

The first is in Acts 2:4, on the Day of Pentecost: "They were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance." 

Here we have the original pattern. And God gave to Peter an 
eternal word that couples this experience with the promise that 
came before it: "This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel" (v. 
16). God wants you to have this-nothing less than this. He wants 
you to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit according to this 
original Pentecostal pattern. 

In Acts 10, we have another witness. Cornelius had had a vi
sion of a holy angel and had sent for Peter, When Peter arrived and 
proclaimed the Gospel message, the Holy Spirit fell on all those 
who heard his words. 

And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, 
as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out on the Gentiles also. (Acts 10:45) 

What convinced these prejudiced Jews that the Holy Spirit had 
come? "For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God" 
(v. 46). There was no other way for them to know. This evidence 
could not be contradicted. It is the biblical evidence. 

If some people were to have an angel come and talk to them as 
Cornelius did, they would say that they knew they were baptized. 
Do not be fooled by anything. 
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We have heard two witnesses. Now let us look at Acts 19:6, 
which records Paul ministering to certain disciples in Ephesus: 
"And when Paul had laid hands on them" the Holl Spirit came 
upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. " 

These Ephesians received the identical biblical evidence that 
the apostles had received at the beginning, and they prophesied in 
addition. Three times the Scriptures show us this evidence of the 
baptism in the Spirit. I do not glorify tongues. No, by God's grace, I 
glorify the Giver of tongues. And above all, I glorify Him whom the 
Holy Spirit has come to reveal to us, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is He 
who sends the Holy Spirit, and I glorifY Him because He makes no 
distinction between us and those who believed at the beginning. 

But what are tongues for? Look at the second verse of 1 Corin
thians 14, and you will see a very blessed truth: "For he who speaks 
in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one under
stands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries." Oh, halle
lujah! Have you been there, beloved? I tell you, God wants to take 
you there. The passage goes on to say, "He who speaks in a tongue 
edifies himself' (v. 4). 

Enter into the promises of God. It is your inheritance. I pray 
that you may be so filled with Him that it will not be possible for 
you to move without a revival of some kind resulting. 

Thought for today: Be sure that what you receive is according to 
the Word of God. 
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Pauf's Conversion and Baytism 
Part One 

"Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road 
as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit." Immediately there fell from his eyes 
something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he 

arose and was baptized. 
-Acts 9:17-18 

Scripture reading: Acts 8:1-13 

was probably the greatest persecutor that the early 
church had. Saul hated the Christians: "He made havoc of 
the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and 

women, committing them to prison" (Acts 8:3). In Acts 9, we read 
that he was breathing out threats and slaughter against the disci
ples of the Lord. He was on his way to Damascus for the purpose of 
destroying the church there (vv. 1-2). 

How did God deal with such a person? We would have dealt 
with him in judgment. God dealt with him in mercy. Oh, the won
drous love of God! He loved the believers at Damascus, and the way 
He preserved them was through the salvation of the man who in
tended to scatter and destroy them. He shows mercy to all. If we 
would just realize that we are alive today only through the grace of 
our God! 

More and more, I see that it is through the grace of God that I 
am preserved every day. It is when we realize the goodness of God 
that we are brought to repentance. Here was Saul, with letters 
from the high priest, hurrying to Damascus. He was struck down, 
and he saw a light, a light that was brighter than the sun. As he fell 
speechless to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting Me?" He asked, "Who are You, 
Lord?" And the answer came back, "I am Jesus, whom you are per
secuting." And Saul cried, "Lord, what do You want me to do?" 
(Acts 9:4-6). 

I do not want to bring any word of condemnation to anyone, 
but I know that many have felt very much the same way toward 
the children of God as Paul did, especially toward those who have 
received the Pentecostal baptism. I know that many people tell us, 
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"You are mad," but the truth is that the children of God are the 
only people who are really glad. We are glad inside and outside. 
Our gladness flows from the inside. God has filled us with "joy in
expressible and full of glory" (1 Pet. 1:8). We are so happy about 
what we have received that, if it were not for the desire to keep a 
little decorum, we might be doing strange things. This is probably 
how the apostle Paul felt when, referring to himself and his co
workers, he said, "we are beside ourselves" (2 Cor. 5:13) in the 
Lord. This joy in the Holy Spirit is beyond anything else. And this 
joy of the Lord is our strength (Neh. 8:10). 

Thought for today: Our God delights to be merciful, and His grace 
is granted daily to both sinner and saint. 
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Paul's Conversion and Baptism 
Part Two 

He received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized. 
-Acts 9:18 

Scripture reading: Acts 8:14-40 

When Saul went down to Damascus, he thought he would 
do wonderful things with that bunch of letters he had 
from the high priest. But I think he dropped them all on 

the road. If he ever wanted to pick them up, he was not able to, for 
he lost his sight. The men who were with him lost their speech, but 
they led him to Damascus, 

Some people have an idea that it is only preachers who can 
know the will of God. However, this account of Saul shows us that 
the Lord had a disciple in Damascus, named Ananias, a man be~ 
hind the scenes, who lived in a place where God could talk to him. 
His ears were open. He was one who listened in to the things from 
heaven. Oh, they are so much more marvelous than anything you 
can hear on earth! It was to this man that the Lord appeared in a 
vision. He told him to go down to the street called Straight and to 
inquire for Saul. And He told him that Saul had seen in a vision a 
man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him so 
that he might receive his sight. Ananias protested, 

Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how !?tuch 
harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem. And here he 
has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on 
Your name. (Acts 9:13-14) 

But the Lord reassured Ananias that Saul was a chosen vessel, and 
Ananias, doubting nothing, went on his errand of mercy. 

The Lord had told Ananias concerning Saul, "Behold, he is 
praying" (v. 11). The Lord never despises a broken and contrite 
heart (Ps. 51:17). Saul was given a vision that was soon to be a re
ality, the vision of Ananias coming to pray for him so that he would 
receive his sight. 

Thought for today: Repentant prayer is always heard in heaven. 
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Pauf' s Conversion and Baptism 
Part Three 

He received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized . 
-Acts 9:18 

Scripture reading: Acts 9:1-9 

Jil nanias went down to the house on Straight Street, and he 
laid his hands on the one who had before been a blas
phemer and a persecutor. He said to him, "Brother Saul, 

the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has 
sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit" (Acts 9:17). He recognized him as a brother whose soul had 
already been saved and who had come into relationship with the 
Father and with all the family of God, but there was something 
necessary beyond this. Yes, the Lord had not forgotten his physical 
condition, and there was healing for him. But there was something 
beyond this. It was the filling with the Holy Spirit. 

Oh, it always seems to me that the Gospel is robbed of its di
vine glory when we overlook this marvelous truth of the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit. To be saved is wonderful; to be a new creature, to 
have passed from death to life, to have the witness of the Spirit 
that you are born of God-all this is unspeakably precious. But 
whereas we have the well of salvation bubbling up inside us, we ,~. ,,- of 
need to go on to a place where from within us !yill flow "rivers of O~l..s.ll 
.~iving...u.I.t:~te£~~(J~hn3;1181. The Lord Jesus showed us very plainly e,~iJ..7 
that, if we believe in Him, from within us will flow these "rivers of 
living water." And this He spoke by the Spirit. The Lord wants us 
to be filled with the Spirit, to have the manifestation of the pres
ence of His Spirit, the manifestation that is indeed given "for the 
profit ofall" (1 Cor. 12:7). 

Thought Jor tOday: The Lord wants us to be His mouthpieces and 
to speak as the very oracles of God. 
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Pauf's Conversion and Baytism 
Part Four 

He received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized. 
-Acts 9:18 

ScrijJture reading: Acts 9:10-22 

rJ0d chose Saul. What was he? A blasphemer. A persecutor. 
That is grace. Our God is gracious, and loves to show His 
mercy to the vilest and worst of men. 

There was a notable character in the town in which I lived who 
was known as the worst man in town. He was so vile, and his lan
guage was so horrible, that even wicked men could not stand it. In 
England, they have what is known as the public hangman who has 
to perform all the executions. This man held that appointment, and 
he told me later that believed that when he performed the exe
cution of men who had committed murder, the demon power that 
was in them would come upon him, and that, in consequence, he 
had been possessed by a legion of demons. 

His life was so miserable that he decided to kill himself. He 
went down to a certain train depot and purchased a ticket. English 
trains are much different from American trains. In every coach 
there are a number of small compartments, and it is easy for any
one who wants to commit suicide to open the door of his compart
ment and throw himself out of the train. This man purposed to 
throw himself out of the train in a certain tunnel just as the train 
coming from the opposite direction would be about to dash past; he 
thought this would make a quick end to his life. 

There was a young man at the depot that night who had been 
saved the night before. He was all on fire to get others saved, and 
he purposed in his heart that every day of his life, he would get 
someone saved. He saw this dejected hangman and began to speak 
to him about his soul. He brought him down to our mission, and 
there he came under a mighty conviction of sin. For two-and-a-half 
hours he was literally sweating under conviction, and you could see 
a vapor rising up from him. At the end of two-and-a-half hours, he 
was graciously saved. 

I said, "Lord, tell me what to do." The Lord said, "Don't leave 
him. Go home with him." I went to his house. When he saw his 
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wife, he said, "God has saved me." The wife broke down, and she, 
too, was graciously saved. I tell you, there was a difference in that 
home. Even the cat knew the difference. Previous to this, the cat 
would always run away when that hangman came through the 
door. But the night that he was saved, the cat jumped onto his knee 
and went to sleep. 

There were two sons in that house, and one of them said to his 
mother, "Mother, what is up in our house? It was never like this 
before. It is so peaceful. What is it?" She told him, "Father has got
ten saved." The other son was also struck by the change. 

I took this man to many special services, and the power of God 
was on him for many days. He would give his testimony, and as he 
grew in grace, he desired to preach the Gospel. He became an 
evangelist, and hundreds and hundreds were brought to a saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ through his ministry. God 
saved Saul of Tarsus at the very time he was breathing out threats 
and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, and He redeemed 
Berry the hangman, He will do it for hundreds more in response to 
our CrIes. 

Thought for today: The grace of God is sufficient for the vilest, 
and He can take the most wicked men and make them monuments 
of His grace. 
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Pauf's Conversion anJ Baptism 
Part Five 

He received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized. 
-Acts 9:18 

Scripture reading: Acts 16:16-34 

lVotice that when Ananias came into that house, he called 
the onetime enemy of the Gospel "Brother Saul" (Acts 
9:17). He recognized that, in those three days, a blessed 

work had been accomplished and that Saul had been brought into 
relationship with the Father and with the Lord Jesus Christ. Was 
this not enough? No, there was something further, and for this 
purpose the Lord had sent Ananias to that house to put his hands 
upon this newly saved brother so that Saul might receive his sight 
and be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

You say, "But it does not say that he spoke in tongues." We 
know that Paul did speak in tongues, that he spoke in tongues 
more than all the Corinthians (1 Cor. 14: 18). In those early days, it 
was so soon after the time of that first Pentecostal outpouring that 
they would never have been satisfied with anyone receiving the 
baptism unless he received it according to the original pattern 
given on the Day of Pentecost. 

When Peter was relating what had taken place in the house of 
Cornelius at Caesarea, he said, "As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 
fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning" (Acts 11:15). Later, 
speaking of this incident, he said, "God, who knows the heart, ac
knowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to 
us, and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their 
hearts by faith" (Acts 15:8-9). We know from the account of what 
took place at Cornelius's household that when the Holy Spirit fell, 
"they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God" (Acts 
10:46). 

Many people think that God makes a distinction between us 
and those who lived at the beginning of the church. But they have 
no Scripture for this. When anyone receives the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, there will assuredly be no difference between his experience 
today and what was given on the Day of Pentecost. And I cannot 
believe that, when Saul was filled with the Holy Spirit, the Lord 
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made any difference in the experience that He gave him than the 
experience that He had given to Peter and the rest a short while 
before. 

And so Saul was filled with the Holy Spirit, and in the later 
chapters of the Acts of the Apostles we see the result of this infIll
ing. Oh, what a difference it makes! 

The grace of God that was given to the persecuting Saul is 
available for you. The same infilling of the Holy Spirit that he re
ceived is likewise available. Move on to a life of continuous receiv
ing of more and more of the blessed Spirit of God. 

Thought for today: Do not rest satisfied with any lesser experience 
than the baptism that the disciples received on the Day of Pente
cost. 
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Receiving the Baptism 
You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you. 

-Acts 1:8 

Scripture reading: Acts 1:1-11 

!jbelieve God wants us to know more about the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit. And I believe that God wants us to know the 
truth in such a way that we may all have a clear under

standing of what He means when He desires all His people to re
ceive the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus, our Mediator and Advocate, was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. He commanded His followers concerning these days we are 
in and gave instructions about the time through the Holy Spirit. I 
can see that if we are going to accomplish anything, we are going to 
accomplish it because we are under the power of the Holy Spirit. 

During my lifetime, I have seen lots of satanic forces, Spiritu
alists, and all other "ists." I tell you that there is a power that is 
satanic, and there is a power that is the Holy Spirit. I remember 
that after we received the Holy Spirit and when people were 
speaking in tongues as the Spirit gave utterance-we don't know 
the Holy Spirit in any other way-the Spiritualists heard about it 
and came to the meeting in good time to fill two rows of seats. 

When the power of God fell upon us, these imitators began 
their shaking and moving, with utterances from the satanic forces. 
The Spirit of the Lord was mighty upon me. I went to them and 
said, "Now, you demons, clear out of here!" And out they went. I 
followed them right out into the street, and then they turned 
around and cursed me. It made no difference; they were out. 

I implore you to hear that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is to 
possess us so that we are, and may be continually, so full of the 
Holy Spirit that utterances and revelations and eyesight and every
thing else may be so remarkably controlled by the Spirit of God 
that we live and move in this glorious sphere of usefulness for the 
glory of God. 

Thought for today: There is a fullness of God where all other pow· 
ers must cease to be. 

386 

God's .. 

.::ie who believes in Me. _: 
will f 

;:-~Dture reading: John .. 

-/) od wants to help .. 
.tt receive the Holy 
"-./ that this is not 
--:-.::.nt you to see what it _~ 

If we were to exarr...:.=.:: 
· =-",dicted all that we ar". Z: 

~-=:rit. Our Lord said 
· = His Word and reves..:. :.~ 
,. ='..lId live out in us all c: ~ 

If we could only t':-~~ 
::-.-2 ideals. Talk about §,":'=.: 
:-::: :,ly Spirit, and you \\-'~ 
-'-~~; college there ever W~ 
.--,,=.';e seen the sun leaYE- :.::.. 
·=- s.'\e what is as cold as ::-:

God the Holy Spiri: .. 
:::'".5S of the Spirit so tha: .. 
:::- conceptions but will :-.=-' 
=-=-.:ire mind of God for :::-.~ 

I implore you, be10-:-:-: 
:-:-2 that you come rigl:: =-=

3:ft you shall receive .= .' 
~:i" (Acts 1:8). 

-iwught for today: Je~' 
_~ power of resurrec 



)'lutism 

~~:::"'it has come upon you. 

: ~::-:: 3.bout the baptism of the 
~-::: wants us to know the 

::.:::,- all have a clear under
::-5:.ces all His people to re

_-:- -,',-as filled with the Holy 
': - :::cning these days we are 
:-:- :':-_rough the Holy Spirit. I 
-=~_ :mything, we are going to 
o :.:7.-er of the Holy Spirit. 
: : ~ -f satanic forces, Spiritu
. - : there is a power that is 
:_-_:- Holy Spirit. I remember 
~: and when people were 

..::terance--we don't know 
; 3;Jiritualists heard about it 

two rows of seats. 
- ~':5. these imitators began 

.::.. -::;5 from the satanic forces. 
:.:::. me. I went to them and 

And out they went. I 
--:-:::. and then they turned 
::::""::1ce; they were out. 
: ::5ill in the Holy Spirit is to 
:-= continually, so full of the 
:: _:1S and eyesight and every
.__ : jed by the Spirit of God 
~;here of usefulness for the 

; : God where all other pow-

September 12 
'\" 

God's Gift for Everyone 
(N)<.d'V) 

He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out ofhis heart 
will flow rivers of living water. S(~~;~ 

-John 7:38 

Scripture reading: John 4:1-14 

od wants to help us to see that every child of God ought to 
receive the Holy Spirit. Beloved, God wants us to understand~ that this is not difficult when we are in the right order. I 

want you to see what it means to seek the Holy Spirit. 
If we were to examine John's gospel, we would see that Jesus 

predicted all that we are getting today with the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. Our Lord said that the Holy Spirit would take of the things 
of His Word and reveal them to us. (See John 14:26; 16:14.) He 
would live out in us all of the life of Jesus. 

If we could only think of what this really means! It is one of 
the ideals. Talk about graduation! Come into the graduation of the 
Holy Spirit, and you will simply outstrip everything they have in 
any college there ever was. You will leave them all behind, just as I 
have seen the sun leave the mist behind in San Francisco. You will 
leave what is as cold as ice and go into the sunshine. 

God the Holy Spirit wants us to know the reality of this full
ness of the Spirit so that we will neither be ignorant nor have mys
tic conceptions but will have a clear, unmistakable revelation of the 
entire mind of God for these days. 

I implore you, beloved, in the name of Jesus, that you should 
see that you come right into all the mind of God. Jesus truly said, 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you" (Acts 1:8). 

Thought for today: Jesus is all the time unfolding to every one of 
us the power of resurrection. 
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Entering aNew Rea[m 

He who believes in the Son ofGod has the witness in himself. 
-1 John 5:10 

Scripture reaaing: 1 John 5 

!Jf you are a businessman, you need to be baptized in the Holy 
Spirit. For any kind of business, you need to know the power 
of the Holy Spirit, because if you are not baptized with the 

Holy Spirit, Satan has a tremendous power to interfere with the pro
gress of your life. If you come into the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
there is a new realm for your business. 

I remember one day being in London at a meeting. About 
eleven o'clock, they said to me, "We will have to close the meeting. 
We are not allowed to have this place any later than eleven 
o'clock." There were several who were under the power of the 
Spirit. A man rose up and looked at me, saying, "Oh, don't leave 
me, please. 1 feel that I do not dare be left. I must receive the Holy 
Spirit. Will you go home with us?" "Yes," 1 said, "I will go." His 
wife was there as well. They were two hungry people just being 
awakened by the power of the Spirit to know that they were lack
ing in their lives and that they needed the power of God. 

In about an hour's time, we arrived at their big, beautiful 
house in the country. It was wintertime. He began stirring the fire 
up and putting coal on, and he said, "We will soon have a tremen
dous fire, so we will get warmed. Then we will have a big supper." 
And I suppose the next thing would have been going to bed. 

"No, thank you," I said. "1 have not come here for your supper 
or for your bed. 1 thought you wanted me to come with you so that 
you might receive the Holy Spirit." 

"Oh," he replied. "Will you pray with us?" 
"I have come for nothing else." I knew 1 could keep myself 

warm in a prayer meeting without a fire. 
About half past three in the morning, his wife was as full as 

could be, speaking in tongues. God was doing wonderful things that 
night. I went to the end of the table. There he was, groaning terri
bly. So 1 said, "Your wife has received the Holy Spirit." "Oh," he 
said, "this is going to be a big night for me." I tell you, you also will 
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have big nights like this man had, whether you receive the baptism 
or not, ifyou will seek God with all your heart. 

I often say there is more done in the seeking than in any other 
way. We have to get to a place where we know that unless we meet 
face-to-face with God and get all the crooked places out of our lives, 
there will be no room for the Holy Spirit, for the indwelling pres
ence of God. But when God gets a chance at us, and by the vision of 
the blood of Jesus we see ourselves as God sees us, then we have a 
revelation. Without this, we are undone and helpless. 

At five o'clock in the morning, this man stood up and said, "I 
am through." He was not baptized. "I am settled," he continued. 
"God has settled me. Now I must have a few hours' rest before I go 

.to my business at eight 0'clock." 
My word! That was quite a day at his business. In many years, 

he had never lived a day like that. He went about his business 
among all his men, and they said, "What is up with the man? What 
is up with the boss? What has taken place? Oh, what a change!" 

The whole place was electrified. Formerly he had been like a 
great big lion prowling about, but God had touched him. The touch 
of Omnipotence had broken this man down until right there in his 
business the men were broken up in his presence. Oh, I tell you, 
there is something in pursuing; there is something in waiting. 
What is it? It is this: God slays a man so that he may begin on a 
new plane in his life. 

That night, at about ten o'clock, he was baptized in the Holy 
Spirit in a meeting. A short time afterward, when I was passing 
through the grounds toward this man's house, his two sons rushed 
out to where I was, threw their arms around me, and kissed me, 
saying, "You have sent us a new father." 

Thought for today: God turns lions into lambs. 
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The Baytism Is Resurrection 

That I may know Him and the power ofHis resurrection. 
-Philippians 3:10 

Scr~ture reading: Philippians 3 

power of the Holy Spirit creates new men and newB1e 
women. The Holy Spirit takes away stony hearts and gives 
hearts of flesh (Ezek. 36:26-27). And when God gets His 

way like that, there is a tremendous shaking among the dry bones. 
(See Ezekiel 37:4-10.) 

We must see that we are no good unless God takes charge of 
us. But when He has real control of us, our future takes on a new 
outlook. What a wonderful open door of opportunities for God to 
use us! 

Beloved, we must seek this ideal by the Spirit. What should we 
do? We do not dare to do anything but go through and receive the 
baptism. Submit to the power of God. If you yield, other people are 
saved. You will die unless you have a power of resurrection, a touch 
for others. But if you live only for God, then other people will be 
raised out of death and all kinds of evil into a blessed through 
the Spirit. 

We must see that this baptism of the Spirit is than 
everything. You can say what you like, do as you like, but until you 
have the Holy Spirit, you won't know what the resurrection touch 
is. Resurrection is by the power of the Spirit. And remember, when 
I talk about resurrection, I am talking about one of the greatest 
things in the Scriptures. Resurrection is evidence that we have 
awakened with a new line of truth that cannot cease to be, but will 
always go on with a greater force and increasing power with God. 

Remember that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is resurrection. 
If you can touch this ideal of God with its resurrection power, you 
will see that nothing earthly can remain; you will see that all dis
ease will clear out. If you get filled with the Holy Spirit, all satanic 
forces that cause fits, all these lame legs, all these foot afflictions, 
all these kidney troubles, and all these nervous, fearful things will 
go. Resurrection is the word for it. Resurrection shakes away death 
and breathes life in you; it lets you know that you are quickened 
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from the dead by the Spirit and that you are made like Jesus. Glory 
to God! 

Oh, the word resurrection! I wish I could say it on the Same 
level as the word Jesus. They very harmoniously go together. 

Thought for today: Jesus is resurrection, and to know Jesus in 
this resurrection power is to see that you no longer have to be 
dead; you are alive unto God by the Spirit. 
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A New Day 
Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth; 


shall you not know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness 

and rivers in the desert. 


-Isaiah 43:19 

Scripture reading: Revelation 21 

81.e to it that today you press on with a new order of the 
Spirit so that you can never be where you were before. This 
is a new day for us alL You say, "What about the people who 

are already baptized in the Spirit?" Oh, this is a new day also for 
those who have been baptized, for the Spirit is an unlimited source 
of power. He is in no way stationary. God has no place for a person 
who is stationary. The man who is going to catch the fire, hold 
forth the truth, and always be on the watchtower is the one who is 
going to be a beacon for all saints, having a light greater than he 
would have naturally. He must see that God's grace, God's life, and 
God's Spirit are a million times mightier than he. 

The man who is baptized in the Holy Spirit is baptized into a 
new order altogether. You cannot ever be ordinary after that. You 
are on an extraordinary plane; you are brought into line with the 
mind of God, You have come into touch with ideals in every way. 

If you want oratory, it is in the baptism of the Spirit. If you want 
the touch of quickened sense that moves your body until you know 
that you are completely renewed, it is by the Holy Spirit. And while I 
say so much about the Holy Spirit, I withdraw everything that 
doesn't put Jesus in the place He belongs. For when I speak about 
the Holy Spirit, it is always with reference to revelations of Jesus. 
The Holy Spirit is the Revealer of the mighty Christ who possesses 
everything for us so that we may never know any weakness. Alilimi
tations are gone. And you are now in a place where God has taken 
the ideal and moved you on with His own velocity, which has a speed 
beyond all human mind and thought. Glory to God! 

Thought for toJay: Nothing in God is stationary. 
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Higher Hfights 

I will declare Your name to My brethren; in the midst of the 
assembly I will sing praise to You. 

-Hebrews 2:12 

Scripture reading: Hebrews 2:1-13 

fJ1e Spirit of the Lord must have His way in everything. Oh, 
what would happen if we would all loosen up! Sometimes I 
think it is almost necessary to give an address to those who 

are already baptized in the Holy Spirit_ I feel that, just like the 
Corinthian church, we may have, as it were, gifts and graces, and 
we may use them all, but we sit in them and do not go on beyond 
where we are. 

I maintain that all gifts and graces are only for one thing: to 
make you desire gifts and graces. Don't miss what I say. Every 
touch of the divine life by the Spirit is only for one purpose: to 
make your life go on to a higher height than where you are. Be
loved, if anybody has to rise up in the meeting to tell me how they 
were baptized with the Holy Spirit in order for me to know they are 
baptized, I say, "You have fallen from grace. You ought to have 
such a baptism that everybody can tell you are baptized without 
your telling how you were baptized." That would make a new day. 
That would be a sermon in itself to everybody, not only in here but 
also outside. Then people would follow you to get to know where 
you have come from and where you are going. (See John 3:8.) You 
say, "I want that. I won't settle until I get that." God will surely 
give it to you. 

The Holy Spirit can only come into us (His temples) when we 
are fully yielded to Him, for the Spirit "does not dwell in temples 
made with hands" (Acts 7:48) but in "tablets of flesh, that is, of the 
heart" (2 Cor. 3:3). So it doesn't matter what kind of a building you 
get; you cannot count on the building being a substitute for the 
Holy Spirit. You will all have to be temples of the Holy Spirit for 
the building to be anything like Holy Spirit order. 

Thought for today: The Holy Spirit never comes until there is a 
place ready for Him. 
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He Is Coming! 
Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how 
the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently 
for it until it receives the early and latter rain. You also be patient. 

Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 
-James 5:7-8 

Scripture reading: James 5:1-12 

cwhat is the "precious fruit of the earth"? It is the church, 
the body of Christ. And God has no thought for other 
things. He causes the vegetation of the earth to grow and 

creates the glory of the flower. He gives attention to the beauty of 
flowers because He knows it will please us. But when speaking 
about the "precious fruit ofthe earth," our Lord has His mind upon 
you today. 

If you desire the coming of the Lord, you must certainly advo
cate having every believer filled with the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit cannot come until the church is ready. And you say, "When 
will the church be ready?" If believers were in an attitude of yield
edness and were in unity with God and each other, God could send 
the breath right now to make the church ready in ten minutes, 
even less than that. 

So we can clearly say that the coming of the Lord is near to us, 
but it will be even closer to us as we are ready to receive a fuller 
and greater manifestation. What will be the manifestation of the 
coming of the Lord? If we were ready, and if the power of God were 
stressing that truth today, we would be rushing up to one another, 
saying, "He is coming; I know He is coming." Every person around 
would be saying, "He is coming," and you would know it to be true. 

'rhis is the only hope of the future, and nothing except the 
Holy Spirit can prepare the hearts of the people for His coming. 
Praise God, He will come! He is coming! 

Thought for today: The more a person is filled with the Holy 
Spirit, the more he will be ready to forecast the return of the Lord 
and send forth this glorious truth. 
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A[[ow God to Use You 
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of 


the power may be ofOod and not ofus . 

-2 Corinthians 4:7 

Scripture reading: 2 Corinthians 4 

(!) ne day, in England, a lady wrote to ask if I would come and 
help her. She said she was blind, having two blood clots be
hind her eyes. I had been in London recently, and I didn't 

feel I wanted to go. However, I sent a letter, not knowing who she 
was, saying that if she was willing to go into a room with me and 
shut the door and never come out until she had perfect sight, I 
would come. She sent word, "Oh, come!" 

The moment I reached the house, they brought in this blind 
woman. After we shook hands, she made her way to a room, 
opened the door, allowed me to go in, and then came in and shut 
the door. "Now," she said, "we are with God." 

Have you ever been there? It is a lovely place. 
In an hour and a half, the power of God fell upon us. Rushing 

to the window, she exclaimed, "I can see! Oh, I can see! The blood 
is gone; I can see!" Sitting down in a chair, she asked, "Could I re
ceive the Holy Spirit?" 

"Yes," I replied, "if all is right with God." 
"You don't know me," she continued, "but for ten years I have 

been fighting your position. I couldn't bear these tongues, but God 
settled it today. I want the baptism of the Holy Spirit." 

Mter she had prayed and repented of what she had said about 
tongues, she was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in 
tongues. 

When you put your hands upon people to pray, you can tell 
when the Holy Spirit is present. And if you will only yield to the 
Holy Spirit and allow Him to move, my word, what will happen! 

Thollght for today: The Lord Jesus wants those who preach the 
Word to have the Word in evidence in their lives. 
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Receive the Spirit 

I thank You, Father, Lord ofheaven and earth, that You 
have hidden these things from the wise and prudent 

and have revealed them to babes. 
-Matthew 11:25 

Scripture reading: Matthew 19:13-30 

!Jwonder how many people today are prepared to be baptized. 
Oh, you say you couldn't be baptized? Then you have been 
an adult too long. You need to become childlike again. Do 

you know that there is a difference between being a baby and any
thing else in the world? 

Many people have been waiting for years for the baptism, and 
what has been the problem? What is the wise man's difficulty? A 
wise man is too careful. And while he is in the operation of the 
Spirit, he wants to know what he is saying. No man can know what 
he is saying when the Spirit is upon him. His own mind is inactive. 
If you get into that place in which you are near God, the mind of 
Christ comes by the power of the Spirit. Under these conditions, 
Christ prays and speaks in the Spirit through you as the Spirit 
gives utterance. It is the mind and plan of God for us to receive the 
Holy Spirit. 

The natural man cannot receive the Spirit of God (1 Cor. 2:14). 
But when you get into a supernatural place, then you receive the 
mind of God. Again, what is the difference between a "wise and pru
dent" man and a baby? The man drinks cautiously, but the baby 
swallows it all, and the mother has to hold the bottle, or some of that 
will go down, too. This is how God wants it to be in the Spirit. The 
spiritually-minded baby cannot walk. However, God walks in him. 
The spiritually-minded baby cannot talk, but God talks through him. 
The spiritually-minded baby cannot dress himself, but God dresses 
him and clothes him with His righteousness. 

Oh, beloved, if we can only be infants in this way today, great 
things will take place along the lines and thought of the Spirit of 
God. The Lord wants us all to be so like-minded with Him that He 
can put His seal upon us. 

Does the baby ever lose his intelligence? Does he ever lose his 
common sense? Does the baby who comes into the will of God lose 
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his reason or his credentials in any way? No, God will increase your 
abilities and help you in everything. I am not talking here about 
just being a baby. I am talking about being a baby in the Spirit. 
Paul said in 1 Corinthians 14:20, "In malice be babes, but in under
standing be mature." And I believe the Spirit desires to breathe 
through all the attributes of the Spirit so that we may understand 
what the mind of the Lord is concerning us in the Holy Spirit. 

Thought for today: If you will become childlike enough, if you will 
yield to God and let the Spirit have His way, God will fill you with 
the Holy Spirit. 
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What about Manifestations? 
But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one 

for the profit ofall. 
-1 Corinthians 12:7 

ScrljJture reading: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

ewe must never transgress because of liberty. What I ~e~ 
is this: it would be wrong for me to take opportumtIes 
just because the Spirit of the Lord is upon me. But it 

would be perfectly justifiable if I clearly allow the Spirit of the Lord 
to have His liberty with me. However, we are not to behave inap
propriately in our liberty, for the flesh is more extravagant than 
the Spirit. 

The Spirit's extravagances are always for edification, 
strengthening character, and bringing us all more into conformity 
with the life of Christ. But fleshly extravagances always mar these 
things and bring the saints into a place of trial for the moment. As 
the Spirit of the Lord takes further hold of a person, we may get 
liberty in it, but we are tried through the manifestations of it. 

I believe we have come to a liberty of the Spirit that is so pure 
it will never bring a frown of distraction over another person's 
mind. I have seen many people who were in the power of the Spirit, 
but they exhibited a manifestation that was not foundational or 
even helpful. I have seen people under the mighty power of the 
Holy Spirit who have waved their hands wildly and moved on the 
floor and gone on in such a state that no one could say the body 
was not under the power. However, there was more natural power 
than spiritual power there, and the natural condition of the person, 
along with the spiritual condition, caused the manifestation. 
Though we know the Spirit of the Lord was there, the manifesta
tion was not something that would elevate or please the people or 
grant them a desire for more of that. It wasn't an edification of the 
Spirit. 

If there are any here who have those manifestations, I want to 
help you. I don't want to hurt you. It is good that you should have 
the Spirit upon you; people need to be filled with the Spirit. But 
you never have a right to say you couldn't help doing this, that, or 
the other manifestation. 
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No manifestation of the body ever glorifies the Lord except the 
tongue. If you seek to be free in the operation of the Spirit through 
the mouth, then the tongue, which may be under a kind of subcon
scious control by the Spirit, brings out the glory of the Lord, and 
that will always bring edification, consolation, and comfort. 

No other manifestation will do this. Still, I believe that it is 
necessary to have all these other manifestations when someone is 
filled with the Spirit for the first time. When the Spirit is there, the 
flesh must find some way out, and so, through past experience, we 
allow all these things at the beginning. But I believe the Holy Spirit 
brings a sound condition of mind, and the first thing must pass 
away so that the divine position may remain. 

And so there are various manifestations, including kicking and 
waving, that take place at the incoming of the Holy Spirit, when 
the flesh and the Spirit are in conflict. One must decrease and die, 
and the other must increase and multiply. Consequently, when you 
come to understand this, you are in a place of sound judgment and 
know that now the Holy Spirit has come to take you on with God. 

When the Holy Spirit is allowed full reign over the operation of 
human life, He always works out of divine wisdom. And when He 
gets perfect control of a life, the divine source flows through so that 
all the people may receive edification in the Spirit. If you act fool
ishly after you have had wisdom taught you, nobody will give you 
much leeway . 

"We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the 
weak" (Rom. 15:1 KJV). Some who come to church services know 
nothing about the power of the Holy Spirit. They get saved and are 
quickened, and after the Spirit comes upon them, you will see all 
these manifestations. In love and grace, you should bear with them 
as newborn babes in the Spirit and rejoice with them because that is 
only a beginning to an end. The Lord wouldn't want us to be any
thing but "strong in the Lord and in the power of His might" (Eph. 
6:10) to help everyone around us. 

Thought Jor toJay: Liberty is beautiful when we never use it to 
satisfy ourselves but use it in the Lord. 
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Living the Ascension Life 
For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we 

want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be 
swallowed up by life. 
-2 Corinthians 5:4 

Scripture reading: 2 Corinthians 5 

!Jbelieve that, first, we must all grasp the truth that we are 
not our own (1 Cor. 6:19). In the second place, we belong to 
a spiritual order; we don't belong to the earth. And not only 

that, but our minds and our bodies--our whole position through 
the eternal Spirit-always have to be on the ascending position. 

In this transforming condition, we may, by the power of the 
Spirit, as God gives us revelation, be lifted up into a very blessed 
state of fellowship with God, of power with God. And in that place 
of power with God, we will have power over everything else, for to 
have all power over the earth, we must first have power with God. 

We know that we are heavenly citizens. We know that we have 
to exit this earth and have been preparing for our exit. Yet while 
we are on earth, we must live in the place where we groan over 
everything that binds us from being loosed from the world. 

What will hold me? Association will hold me in this present 
world. I must hold every earthly relationship at a distance-and 
you know it is as natural to have earthly associations as it is to live. 
It must never tie me or bind me. It must never have any persua
sion over me. Hear what the Scripture says, "Being conformed to 
His death" (Phil. 3:10). 

What does it mean to conform to the death of Jesus? It leads 
me to that death of separation to God, of yieldedness, of exchange, 
where God takes me to Himself and leaves the old nature behind. 
"While we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen" (2 Cor. 4:18). 

Then I may grasp some idea of what it will mean if I die to my
self. I want us to see, by the grace of God, that the dissolving of our 
earthly bodies (see 2 Corinthians 5:1 KJV) is a great thought. There 
is a position in God that we must clearly understand: "Not because 
we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be 
swallowed up by life. " 
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While mortality is necessary, it is a hindrance. While mortality 
has done a great deal to produce everything we see, it is ; hin
drance if we live with only it in mind. It is a helpful position if we 
live over it. 

Thought for today: To descend is to be conformed. To ascend is to 
be transformed. 
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Dying Brings Life 
For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

-2 Corinthians 12: 10 

Scripture reading: 2 Corinthians 12:1-10; 13:5-9 

§ must understand how mortality can be "swallowed up" (2 
Cor. 5:4). I must know how the old body, the old tendencies to 
the fallen nature, may be swallowed up. There is a verse we 

must come to. It would serve us to look at it now: "Always carrying 
about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus 
also may be manifested in our body" (2 Cor. 4:10). 

What is this "dying of the Lord"? It is dying to desire. In the 
measure that we look to one another for our help, we lose faith in 
God. If you rely upon any man or woman, upon any human assis
tance, to help you, you fall out of the greater purpose God has for 
you. 

You must learn that no earthly source can ever assist you in 
this. You are going to this realm of life only by mortality being 
swallowed up by life: "And the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God" (Gal. 2:20). It is a process of dying 
and living. 

This life I am speaking about absolutely ravishes you. It abso
lutely severs you from earthly connections. It absolutely disjoins 
you from all earthly help. And I can understand this word now 
more than ever: "You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving 
against sin" (Heb. 12:4). 

The great striving to the point of bloodshed-blood being the 
very essence oflife-we have not yet resisted to that degree, but we 
will. I know the Scripture says we have not, but I know it means 
that we have not arrived there yet. But thank God, we are in it in a 
measure. 

Thought jor today: You cannot get into life except through death 
to self. 
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Alive to GoJ 
Now ifwe died with Christ, we believe that we shall also 

live with Him. 
-Romans 6:8 

Scripture reading: Romans 6 

e apostle Paul could see that if he had any communion 
with flesh and blood, he couldn't go forward in the Lord.~(See Galatians 1:15-17.) It was even necessary for Jesus' 

flesh and blood ties to be put in this context. Jesus said, 

"Who is My mother and who are My brothers?" And He 
stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, "Here 
are My mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will of 
My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother. " 

(Matt. 12:48-50) 

Flesh and blood were nothing to Jesus. God brought Him into 
the world as a seed of life. To Him, that obedient believer was His 
mother, that servant of God was His brother, that follower of 
Christ was His sister. But this is a higher ideal; this takes spiritual 
knowledge. 

Let us look at another example of dying to self taken from Je
sus' life. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus faced His suffering 
from two different standpoints. His human nature instantly cried 
out, «If it is possible, let this cup pass from Me" (Matt. 26:39). The 
next moment, he was saying, with His divine nature, "Nevertheless, 
not as Twill, but as You will" (v. 39). He also said, "But for this pur
pose I came to this hour" (John 12:27). His human nature had no 
more choices left. He was off to face the cross. 

When God the Holy Spirit brings us to see these truths, we 
will deny ourselves for the sake of the Cross. We will deny our
selves of anything that would cause our brother to stumble. We will 
die to all fleshly indulgences, lest we should miss the great swal
lowing up by life (2 Cor. 5:4). We will not even mention or ever pay 
attention to anything along natural lines. 

If we will allow God to govern us, He will lift us up into a 
higher state of grace than we have ever been in before. If believers 
could take hold of this spiritual power, they could withstand any 
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ridicule_ that comes their way. When are we distracted and dis
turbed? When we don't reach the ideals in the Spirit. When we 
reach the ideals in the Spirit, what does it matter? 

One reason for the trouble in churches today is people's2!!.!!!::. 
muring over the conditions they are in. The Bible teaches us not to 
murmur (John 6:43). If you reach that standard, you will never 
murmur anymore. God will be purifying you all the time and lifting 
you higher, and you will know you are not of this world (John 
15:19). 

If you want to stay in the world, you cannot go on with God. If 
you are not of this world, your position in this life will have little 
effect on you. Yet you will know that everything will work for your 
good (Rom. 8:28) if you climb the ladder of faith with God. God will 
keep the world in perfect order and give you success in the end. 

But God cannot work for you; you are so involved in the world 
that He cannot get your attention. How can someone get into this 
divine order when he is torn between two things: God and the world? 
He cannot let himself go and let God take him. 

I maintain that, by the grace of God, we are so rich, we are so 
abounding, we have such a treasure-house, we have such a store
house of God, we have such an unlimited faith to share in all that 
God has, for it is ours. We are the cream of the earth; we are the 
''precious fruit of the earth" (James 5:7). God has told us that all 
things will work together for our good (Rom. 8:28). God has said 
that we will be the "children of the Highest" (Luke 6:35 KJV) and 
that we will be the "salt of the earth" (Matt. 5:13). God has de
clared all this in His Word. . 

How am I to have all the treasures of heaven and all the treas
ures of God? Not by getting my eyes on the things that are seen, 
for they will fade away. I must get my eyes on the things that are 
not seen, for they will remain as long as God reigns. 

But now a change is taking place. I read in the Scriptures: 
"That you may be married to another,' to Him who was raised from 
the dead, that we should bear fruit to God" (Rom. 7:4). 

You are joined to Another; you belong to Another. God has 
changed you. Is it a living fact? If it is only words, it will end there. 
But if it is a spiritual fact, and you reign in it, you will say, "Thank 
God, I never knew I was so rich!" 

Thought Jor toJay: You will never reach God's blessings if you are 
holding on to the lower things of this world; they will keep you 
down. 
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Disso[veJ anJ MaJe [ike Christ 
For we know that ifour earthly house ofthis tabernacle 


were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made 

with hands, eternal in the heavens. 


-2 Corinthians 5:1 KJV 

Scripture reading: Revelation 3 

e power of God can so dwell in us that it can burn up eve
rything that is not spiritual and dissolve it to the perfection~of beauty and holiness that Jesus has. Jesus was perfectly 

dissolved in regard to everything in His human nature, and He 
lived in the Spirit over everything else. As He is, so we have to be. 
(See 1 John 4:17.) 

We shouldn't be troubled in the flesh. Was Jesus troubled in 
the flesh? Didn't He go forth with perfect victory? It is impossible 
for any avenue of flesh, or anything that you touch in your natural 
body, to be helpful. Even your eyes have to be sanctified by the 
power of God so that they strike fIre every time you look at a sin
ner, and the sinner will be changed. 

We will be clothed with a robe of righteousness in God so that 
wherever we walk, there will be a whiteness of effectiveness that 
will bring people to a place of conviction of sin. You say, "There are 
so many things in my house that would have to be thrown out the 
window if Jesus came to my home." I pray that we could under
stand that He is already in the house all the time. Everything 
ought to go out the window that couldn't stand His eyes on it. 
Every impression of our hearts that would bring trouble if He 
looked at us ought to go forever. 

You ask, "What are we to do?" We are to be "swallowed up by 
life" (2 Cor. 5:4). The great I AM in perfect holiness isn't just an 
example, but He clothes us with His own nature. 

It is impossible for us to subdue kingdoms (see Hebrews 
11:33), impossible for the greater works to be accomplished (see 
John 14:12), impossible for the Son of God to be making sons on 
earth except as we stand exactly in His place. 

Thought for today: There isn't a place in Scripture that God 
doesn't mean for us to possess and which He won't take us into. 
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Depend on God 
Lord, I pray, please let Your ear be attentive to the prayer 

ofYour servant. 
-Nehemiah 1:11 

Scripture reading: Nehemiah 1 

jyehemiah mourned, fasted, and prayed until his Jlllmilitx 
and yieldedness before God brought the same thing that 
God's Word brings to us: it dissolved him. It brought eve

rything of his old nature into a dissolved place where he went right 
through into the presence of God. 

Now Nehemiah was the cupbearer for the Persian king Arta
xerxes, The moment the king saw Nehemiah's sad expression, he 
asked, "What is the matter with you, Nehemiah? I have never seen 
your countenance changed like this." (See Nehemiah 2:1-2.) Ne
hemiah was so near almightiness before the king that he could 
pray and move the heavens and move the king and move the world 
until Jerusalem was restored. 

He mourned. When we reach a place where the Spirit takes us 
to see our weaknesses, our depravity, our failings; when we mourn 
before God; we will be dissolved. In the dissolving, we will be 
clothed with our house from heaven. We will walk in white; we will 
be robed with a new robe, and this "mortality [will] be swallowed 
up by life" (2 Cor. 5:4). 

Beloved, Christ can bring every one of us, if we will, into a 
wholehearted dependency where God will never fail us but we will 
reign in life. We will travail and bring forth fruit; for Zion, when 
she travails, will make the house of hell shake. 

Will we reach this place? Our blessed Lord reached it. Every 
night He went alone and reached ideals and walked the world in 
white. He was clothed with the Holy Spirit from heaven. 

Daniel entered into the same negotiations with heaven 
through the same inward aspiration. He groaned and travailed un
til for three weeks he shook the heavens and moved Gabriel to 
come. Gabriel passed through all the regions of the damned to 
bring the message to him. 

There was something so beautiful about the whole thing that 
even Daniel, in his most holy, beautiful state, became as corruption 
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before the presence of Gabriel. And Gabriel strengthened Daniel by 
his right hand and lifted him up and gave him the visions of the 
world's history that are to be fulfilled. (See Daniel 9-12.) 

You cannot get into life except through death, and you cannot 
get into death except by life. For the natural life to be swallowed 
up, there must be nothing there but helplessness until the life of 
Christ strengthens the natural life. Yet instead of the natural life 
being strengthened, the spiritual life comes forth with abounding 
conditions. 

Thought Jor tOday: The only way to go into fullness with God is for 
the life of Christ to swallow up the natural life. 
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A Higher StanJarJ 

From now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. 
Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, 

yet now we know Him thus no longer. 
-2 Corinthians 5:16 

Scripture reading: Matthew 16:1-19 

g o no longer know any man according to the flesh is a great 
thing. Beloved, we will no longer know any man along natu
ral lines. From this moment, we will know everything only 

on a spiritual basis. Conversation must be spiritual. We can get dis
tracted after we have had a really good meal; instead of no longer 
knowing any man according to the flesh, so that everything is in 
spiritual fellowship and union, we lower the standard by talking 
about natural things. 

Ifyou ride with me on a train, you will have to pray or testify. If 
you don't, you will hear a whole lot of talk that will lower the 
anointing, bring you into a kind of bondage, and make you wish you 
were riding in another part of the train. But ifyou break in and have 
a prayer meeting, you will turn the whole thing around. Go in and 
pray until you know everybody has been touched by it. 

If you go out to dinner with anybody today, don't get side
tracked by listening to a long story about the state of their busi
nesses. You must know only one Man now, and that is Christ, and 
He hasn't any business. Yet He is Lord over all businesses. Live in 
the Spirit, and all things will work together for good to you (Rom. 
8:28). If you live for your businesses, you will not know the mind of 
the Spirit. However, if you live in the heavenly places, you will 
cause your businesses and all things to come out of their difficul
ties, for God will fight for you. 

I won't enter into anything that is lower than spiritual fidelity. 
When I am preaching spiritually anointed thoughts, I must see that 
I lift my people into a place where I know the Spirit is leading me 
to know Jesus. 

Suppose you know Jesus. What do you say? That He lost out? 
No, He didn't. But a great deal was put upon Him by the people 
who said, 
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Is this not the carpenter's son? Is not His mother called Mary? 
And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? And IIis 
sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this Man get 
all these things? (Matt. 13:55-56) 

They said, "He is only an ordinary man. He was born the same 
way we all were. You see Him. So what is He?" 

You will never get anything that way. He wasn't an ordinary 
man if He was born out of the "loins ofAbraham" (Heb. 7:5). Two 
sons were born to Abraham: Isaac and Ishmael. One was the son of 
promise, the other wasn't. But Isaac, the son of promise, got the 
blessings. Isaac was a type of Christ. You can never enter into 
God's conditions in any way but the spiritual way. 

For a time, a cloud overshadowed Jesus because of His ances
try. With the Jews, it overshadows Him today because the veil is 
over their eyes; but the veil will be lifted. (See 2 Corinthians 3:14
16.) With the Gentiles, the veil is already lifted. 

We see Him as the Incarnation, as the Holy One of God, as the 
Son of God, as the "only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth" (John 1:14). We see Him as the Burden-Bearer, as our Sanc
tifier, as our Cleanser, as our Baptizer. Know no man according to 
the flesh, but see Him! As we behold Him in all His glory, we will 
rise; we cannot help but rise in the power of God. 

Know no man according to the flesh. People want holiness. 
People want righteousness. People want purity. People have an 
inward longing to be clothed with the Spirit . 

May the Lord lead you to the supply of every need, far more 
than you can "ask or think" (Eph. 3:20). May the Lord bless you as 
you are led to dedicate yourself afresh to God this very day. 

Thought for today: You will draw people if you refuse to be con
taminated by the world. 
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September 17 

Abundant Life 
I have come that they may have life, and that they may 

have it more abundantly. 
-John 10:10 

Scripture reading: John 10:1-18 

c:J 
od has a plan for us in this life of the Spirit, this abundant life. 
Jesus came so that we might have life. Satan comes to steal 
and kill and destroy (John 10: 10), but God has abundance for 

us-full measure, pressed down, shaken together, overflowing, 
abundant measure (Luke 6:38). This abundance is God filling us 
with His own personality and presence, making us salt and light and 
giving us a revelation of Himself. It is God with us in all circum
stances, afflictions, persecutions, and trials, girding us with truth. 
Christ the Initiative, the Triune God, is in control, and our every 
thought, word, and action must be in line with Him, with no weak
ness or failure. Our lives are "hidden with Christ in God" (Col. 3:3). 
When He who is our life is manifested, we will also "appear with 
Him in glory" (v. 4). 

For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, 
we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens .... For we who are in this tent groan, be
ing burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further 
clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. Now He 
who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has 
given us the Spirit as a guarantee. (2 Cor. 5: 1, 4-5) 

God's Word is a tremendous word, a productive word. It pro
duces what it is-power. It produces Godlikeness. We get to heaven 
through Christ, the Word of God; we have peace through the blood 
of His cross. Redemption is ours through the knowledge of the 
Word. I am saved because God's Word says so: "Ifyou confess with 
your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved" (Rom. 10:9). 

If I am baptized with the Holy Spirit, it is because Jesus said, 
"You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you" 
(Acts 1:8). We must all have one thought-to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit, to be filled with God. 
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The Holy Spirit has a royal plan, a heavenly plan. He came to 
unveil the King, to show the character of God, to unveil the pre
cious blood of Jesus. Because I have the Holy Spirit within me, I 
see Jesus clothed for humanity. He was moved by the Spirit, led by 
the Spirit. We read of some who heard the Word of God but did not 
benefit from it because faith was lacking in them (Heb. 4:2). We 
must have a living faith in God's Word, a faith that is quickened by 
the Spirit . 

Thought for today: Our God is a God of might, light, and revelation, 
preparing us for heaven. 
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Seytember 28 

Ready and Waiting 
The carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject 

to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 
-Romans 8:7 

Scripture reaJing: Romans 8:6-25 

man may be saved and still be carnally minded. When 
many people hear about the baptism of the Holy Spirit, eil their carnal minds at once arise against the Holy Spirit. 

One time, Jesus' disciples wanted to call down fire from heaven as 
a punishment against a Samaritan village for not welcoming Him. 
But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what manner of spirit 
you are of' (Luke 9:55). 

For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not be
cause we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mor
tality may be swallowed up by life. Now He who has prepared 
us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit 
as a guarantee. (2 Cor. 5:4-5) 

God must have people for Himself who are being clothed with a 
heavenly habitation, perfectly prepared by the Holy Spirit for the 
Day of the Lord. "For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be 
clothed with our habitation which is from heaven" (v. 2). 

Was Paul speaking here only about the coming of the Lord? 
No. Yet this condition of preparedness on earth is related to our 
heavenly state. The Holy Spirit is coming to take out of the world a 
church that is a perfect bride. He must find in us perfect yielded
ness, with every desire subjected to Him. He has come to reveal 
Christ in us so that the glorious flow of the life of God may flow out 
of us, bringing rivers of living water to the thirsty land. 

"If Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the 
Spirit is life because ofrighteousness " (Rom. 8:10). 

Thought for today: When we are clothed with the Spirit, our hu
man depravity is covered and everything that is contrary to the 
mind of God is destroyed. 
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The plan of the Syirit 
For all that is in the world; the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 

and the pride oflife; is not of the Father but is of the world. 
-1 John 2:16 

ScrljJture reaaing: 2 Timothy 1:6-14 

!Jt has been a long time now since the debt of sin was settled, 
our redemption was secured, and death was abolished. Mor
tality is a hindrance, but death no longer has power. Sin no 

longer has dominion. You reign in Christ; you take hold of His fin
ished work. Don't groan and travail for a week if you are in need; 
"only believe" (Mark 5:36). Don't fight to get some special thing; 
"only believe." It is according to your faith that you will receive 
(Matt. 9:29). God blesses you with faith. "Have faith in God" (Mark 
11:22). If you are free in God, believe, and it will come to pass. 

"If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God" (Col. 
3:1). Stir yourselves up, beloved! Where are you? I have been 
planted with Christ in the likeness of His death, and I am risen 
with Christ (Rom. 6:5 KJV). It was a beautiful planting. I am seated 
with Him in heavenly places (Eph. 2:6). God credits me with right
eousness through faith in Christ (Rom. 4:5), and I believe Him. 

Why should I doubt? Why do you doubt? Faith reigns. God 
makes it possible. How many receive the Holy Spirit, and Satan 
gets a doubt in? Don't doubt; believe. There is power and strength 
in Him; who will dare to believe God? 

Leave Doubting Street; live on Faith-Victory Street. Jesus sent 
the seventy out, and they came back in victory. (See Luke 10:1-18.) 
It takes God to make it real. Dare to believe until there is not a sick 
person, until there is no sickness, until everything that is not of 
God is withered, and the life of Jesus is implanted within. 

Thought for today: We are saved, called with a holy calling-called 
to be saints, holy, pure, Godlike, sons with power. 
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September 30 

Blessings of Grace and Peace 

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by 

faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory ofGod. 

-Romans 5:1-2 

Scripture reading: 1 Corinthians 1 

ou are justified. You are being brought into a place of peace. 
And remember, the peace of God is different from any otherGJJ peace. It "surpasses all understanding" (Phil. 4:7); it helps 

you to keep your composure. You are not shaken by earthly things. 
It is a deep peace, created by the knowledge of a living faith, whi.ch 
is the living principle of the foundation of all truth. Christ is in us, 
the hope and the evidence of glory (Col. 1:27). 

See how rich you are in Christ: "Through whom also we have 
access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. " 

Peter called it a "precious faith" (2 Pet. 1: 1). It has passed 
through Abraham, Jesus, the Father, and the Holy Spirit. We have 
access, we have a right into, we have an open door to all that the 
Father has, all that Jesus has, and all that the Holy Spirit has. 
Nothing can keep us out of it. Jesus Christ is the "Alpha and the 
Omega, the Beginning and the End" (Rev. 1:8). Through Him, we 
may know grace, favor, and mercy, which will lift us and take us 
through into grace and peace: "Grace and peace be multiplied to 
you in the knowledge of God and ofJesus our Lord" (2 Pet.1:2). Do 
you want grace and peace to be multiplied? You have it if you dare 
to believe. We have the right to the promises and the right to all 
the inheritance of which Christ has made us heirs. 

Thought for tOday: Human weaknesses can spoil the effectiveness 
of faith. Victories become uncertain, prayers lose the anointing, 
and the power to take hold is hindered. But when God breathes His 
life into us, "we have access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand." 
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