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Spiritual Gifts 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, 


I do not want you to be ignorant. 

-1 Corinthians 12:1 

Scripture reading: Romans 11:29-12:8 

r:J od wants us to enter into the rest of faith. He desires us to 
have all confidence in Him. He purposes that His Word will 
be established in our hearts; and, as we believe His Word, we 

will see that "all things are possible" (Matt. 19:26). 
There is a great weakness in the church of Christ because of 

an awful ignorance concerning the Spirit of God and the gifts He 
has come to bring. God wants us to be powerful in every way be
cause of the revelation of the knowledge of His will concerning the 
power and manifestation of His Spirit. He desires us to be continu
ally hungry to receive more and more of His Spirit. 

In the past, I have organized many conferences, and I have 
found that it is better to have a man on my platform who has not 
received the baptism but who is hungry for all that God has for him *'* than a man who has received the baptism, is satisfied, has settled 
down, and has become stationary and stagnant. But of course I 
would prefer a man who is baptized with the Holy Spirit and is still 
hungry for more of God. 

It is impossible to overestimate the importance of being filled 
with the Spirit. It is impossible for us to meet the conditions of the 
day, to "walk in the light as He is in the light" (1 John 1:7), to sub
due kingdoms and work righteousness and bind the power of Sa
tan, unless we are filled with the Holy Spirit. 

We read that, in the early church, "they continued steadfastly 
in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
and in prayers" (Acts 2:42). It is important for us also to continue 
steadfastly in these same things. 

God wants us to understand spiritual gifts and to "earnestly 
desire the best gifts" (1 Cor. 12:31). He also wants us to enter into 
the "more excellent way" (v. 31) of the fruit of the Spirit. We must 
implore God for these gifts. It is a serious thing to have the baptis:n:.!, 
and yet be stationary: We must be willing to deny ourselves every
thing to receive the revelation of God's truth and to receive the 
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fullness of the Spirit. Only that will satisfy God, and nothing less 
must satisfy us. 

I knew a man who was full of the Holy Spirit and would only 
preach when he knew that he was mightily anointed by the power 
of God. He was once asked to preach at a Methodist church. He was 
staying at the minister's house and he said, "You go on to church 
and I will follow." The place was packed with people, but this man 
did not show up. The Methodist minister, becoming anxious, sent 
his little girl to inquire why he did not come. As she came to the 
bedroom door, she heard him crying out three times, "1 will not 
go." She went back and reported that she had heard the man say 
three times that he would not go. The minister was troubled about 
it, but almost immediately afterward the man came in. As he 
preached that night, the power of God was tremendously mani
fested. The preacher later asked him, "Why did you tell my daugh
ter that you were not coming?" He answered, "I know when I am 
filled. I am an ordinary man, and I told the Lord that I did not dare 
to go and would not go until He gave me a fresh filling of the Spirit. 
The moment the glory filled me and overflowed, I came to the 
meeting." 

Yes, there is a power, a blessing, an assurance, a rest in the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. You can feel His presence and know 
that He is with you. You do not need to spend an hour without this 
inner knowledge of His holy presence. With His power upon you, 
there can be no failure. You are above par all the time. 

Thought for today: Many people today are in the midst of a great 
river of life but are dying of thirst because they do not dip down 
and take it.I 

r 
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Yiela to Goa 
I have come to do Your will, 0 God . 

-Hebrews 10:9 

Scriyture reading: Psalm 51 

dl
s we surrender completely to God, He will be delighted to 
hand to us the gift that He desires us to possess. The more 
we realize that God has furnished us with a gift, the more 

completely we will be united with Jesus, so that people will be con
scious of Him rather than of His gift . 

Ifeverything is not of the Holy Spirit, and if we are not so lost 
and controlled in the ministry of the gift that it is only to be Jesus, 
it will all be a failure and come to nothing. None were so 
self-conscious as those who said, "In Your name, [we have] cast out 
demons" (Matt. 7:22). They were so controlled by the thought that 
they had done it all, that God was not in it. But when He comes 
forth and does it, it is all right. 

There is a place in the Holy Spirit where we will not allow un
belief to affect us, for God has all power in heaven and earth. I 
stand in a place where my faith is not to be limited because I have 
the knowledge that He is in me and I in Him. 

Some of you have broken hearts; you have a longing for some
thing to strengthen you in the midst of the conditions that exist in 
your lives, and a power to make these conditions different. You 
have a mighty power that is greater than all natural power . You 
can take victory over your homes and your spouses and children, 
and you must do it in the Lord's way. Suppose you do see many 
things that ought to be different; if it is your cross, you must take 
it and win the victory for God. It can be done, for He who is in you 
is greater than all the power of hell (1 John 4:4). I believe that any
one filled with the Holy Spirit is equal to a legion of demons any 
day. The Holy Spirit has His dwelling place within me and is stir
ring up my heart and life to adore Jesus. Other things must be left 
behind; I must adore Him. 

Thought for today: It is worth everything to gain the Holy Spirit. 
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Pentecosta{ Power 

Grow in the grace and knowledge ofour Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. 

-2 Peter 3:18 

Scripture reading: Hebrews 12:12-24 

W hen I think about Pentecost, I am astonished from day to 
day because of its mightiness, its wonderfulness, and how 
the glory overshadows it. I think sometimes about these 

things, and they make me feel that we have only just touched the 
surface of it. Truly it is so, but we must thank God that we have 
touched it. We must not give in because we have only touched the 
surface. Whatever God has done in the past, His name is still the 
same. When hearts are burdened and they corne face-to-face with 
the need of the day, they look into God's Word, and it brings in a 
propeller of power or an anointing that makes them know that He 
has truly visited. 

It was a wonderful day when Jesus left the glory to corne to 
earth. I can imagine God the Father and all the angels and all 
heaven so wonderfully stirred that day when the angels were sent to 
tell the wonderful story of "peace on earth and good will to men." 
(See Luke 2:14.) It was a glorious day when they beheld the Babe for 
the first time and God was looking on. I suppose it would take a big 
book to contain all that happened after that day up until Jesus was 
thirty years old. Everything in His life was working up to a great 
climax. The mother of Jesus hid many of these things in her heart. 
(See verse 19.) 

I know that Pentecost in my life is working up to a climax; it is 
not all accomplished in a day. There are many waters and all kinds of 
experiences that we go through before we get to the real summit of 
everything. The power of God is here to prevail. God is with us. 

Thought for today: When the Spirit of God is waiting at your 
heart's door, do not resist Him; instead, open your heart to the 
touch of God. 
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The Best Is Yet to Come 
Forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to 
those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize 

of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
-Philippians 3:13-14 

Scripture reading: Colossians 1:9-18 

When Jesus was thirty years old, the time came when it was 
made manifest at the Jordan River that He was the Son 
of God. How beautifully it was made known! It had to be 

made known first to one who was full of the vision of God. The vi
sion comes to those who are full of God. When God has you in His 
own plan, what a change; how things operatel You see things in a 
new light. God is being greatly glorified as you yield from day to 
day. The Spirit seems to lay hold of you and bring you further 
along. Yes, it is a pressing on, and then He gives us touches of His 
wonderful power, manifestations of the glory and indications of 
greater things to follow. These days that we are living in now speak 
of even better days to come. 

Where would we be today if we had stopped short, if we had 
not fulfilled the vision that God gave us? I am thinking about the 
time when Christ sent the Spirit. Saul, who later became the apos
tle Paul, did not know much about the Spirit. His heart was stirred 
against the followers of Jesus, his eyes were blinded to the truth, 
and he was going to put the newborn church to an end in a short 
time; but Jesus was looking on. We can scarcely understand the 
whole process-only as God seems to show us-when He gets us 
into His plan and works with us little by little. 

We are all amazed that we are among the "tongues people." 
Some of us would never have been in this Pentecostal movement if 
we had not been drawn, but God has a wonderful way of drawing 
us. Paul never intended to be among the disciples; he never in
tended to have anything to do with this Man called Jesus. But God 
was working. In the same way, God has been working with us and 
has brought us to this place. It is marvelous! Oh, the vision of God, 
the wonderful manifestation that God has for Israel! 

I have one purpose in my heart, and it is surely God's plan for 
me: I want you to see that Jesus Christ is the greatest manifestation 
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October 4 


in all the world and that His power is unequaled, but that there is 
only one way to minister it. Some of the people in Ephesus, after 
they had seen Paul working wonders by the power of Christ, began 
to act in human ways. (See Acts 19.) If I want to do anything for 
God, I see that it is necessary for me to get the knowledge of God. I 
cannot work on my own; I must get the vision of God. It must be a 
divine revelation of the Son of God. It must be that. 

I can see as clearly as anything that Saul, in his mad pursuit, 
had to be stopped along the way. After he was stopped and had the 
vision from heaven and the light from heaven, he instantly realized 
that he had been working in the wrong way. And as soon as the 
power of the Holy Spirit fell upon him, he began in the way in 
which God wanted him to go. And it was wonderful how he had to 
suffer to come into the way. (See Acts 9:15-16.) A broken spirit, a 
tried life, and being driven into a corner as if some strange thing 
had happened (1 Pet. 4:12)-these are surely the ways in which we 
to get to know the way of God. 

Thought for tOday: Did it ever strike you that we cannot be too full 
for a vision, that we cannot have too much of God? 
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Power in the Name of Jesus 
There is no other name under heaven given among men 

by which we must be saved. 
-Acts 4:12 

Scripture reading: Isaiah 42:1-13 

gJaul did not have any power of his own that enabled him to 
use the name of Jesus as he did. But when he had to go 
through the privations and the difficulties, and even when 

all things seemed as if they were shipwrecked, God stood by him 
and caused him to know that there was Someone with him, sup
porting him all the time, who was able to carry him through and 
bring out what his heart was longing for all the time. He seemed to 
be so unconsciously filled with the Holy Spirit that all that was 
needed was to bring the aprons and the handkerchiefs to him and 
then send them forth to heal and deliver. I can imagine these itin
erant Jewish exorcists and these seven sons of Sceva in Ephesus 
looking on and seeing him and saying, "The power seems to be all 
in the name. Don't you notice that when he sends out the handker
chiefs and the aprons, he says, 'In the name of the Lord Jesus, I 
command the evil spirit to come out'?" (See Acts 19.) 

These people had been watching, and they thought, "It is only 
the name; that is all that is needed," and so they said, "We will do 
the same." They were determined to make this thing work, and 
they came to a man who was possessed with an evil power. As they 
entered into the house where he was, they said, "We charge you in 
the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, to come out." The demon 
said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?" (Acts 
19:15). Then the evil power leaped upon them and tore their 
clothes off their backs, and they went out naked and wounded. 

Oh, that God would help us to understand the name of Jesus! 
There is something in that name that attracts the whole world. It 
is the name, oh, it is still the name, but you must understand that 
there is the ministry of the name. It is the Holy Spirit who is be
hind the ministry. The power is in knowing Him. 

Thought for today: The name of Jesus brings power over evil spir
its. 
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Octoher 6 

Be[ieve in Christ 

In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new 
tongues; ... they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover. 

-Mark 16:17-18 

Scripture reaaing: Mark 16:9-19 

ay God help us to understand the ministry of knowing 
Christ. I am satisfied, first of all, that the power is in the~knowledge of His blood and of His perfect holiness. I am 

perfectly cleansed from all sin and made holy in the knowledge of 
His holiness. Second, as I know Him; and as I know His power, the 
same power that works in me as I minister only through the 
knowledge of Him; and as I know the Christ who is manifested by 
it; such knowledge will be effective to accomplish the very thing 
that the Word of God says it will: it will have power over all evil. I 
minister today in the power of the knowledge of Him. Beyond that, 
there is a certain sense in which I overcome the world according to 
my faith in Him. I am more than a conqueror (Rom. 8:37) over eve
rything through the knowledge that I have that He is over every
thing. He has been crowned by the Father to bring everything into 
subjection (Eph. 1:22). 

Shouting won't cast out an evil spirit, but there is an anointing 
that is gloriously felt within and brings the act of casting out the 
demon into perfect harmony with the will of God. We cannot help 
shouting, though shouting won't do it. The power over evil spirits 
is in the ministry of the knowledge that He is Lord over all demons, 
over all powers of wickedness. 

Paul went about clothed in the Spirit. This was wonderful. 
Was his body full of power? No! He sent forth handkerchiefs and 
aprons that had touched him, and when they touched the needy, 
they were healed and demons were cast out. Was there power in his 
body? No! There was power in Jesus. Paul ministered through the 
power of the anointing of the Holy Spirit and through faith in the 
name of Jesus. 

Sometimes demon powers are dealt with in very different 
ways. But the ministry of the Spirit is administered by the power of 
the word Jesus, and His name never fails to accomplish the pur
pose that the one in charge has wisdom or discernment to see. This 
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is because, along with the Spirit of ministry, there comes the reve
lation of the need of the one who is bound. 

The Spirit ministers the name of Jesus in many ways. I see it 
continually happening. I see it working, and all the time the Lord is 
building up a structure of His own power by a living faith in the 
sovereignty of Jesus' name. If I turn to John's gospel, I get the 
whole thing practically in a nutshell: "This is eternal life, that they 
may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have 
sent" (John 17:3). We must have the knowledge and power of God 
and the knowledge of Jesus Christ, the embodiment of God, in or
der to be clothed with God . 

There are those who have come into line: they have the blessed 
Christ within and the power of the baptism, which is the revelation 
of the Christ of God within. This is so evidenced in the person who 
is baptized in the Spirit, and Christ is so plainly abiding, that the 
moment the person is confronted with evil, he is instantly sensitive 
to the nature of this confrontation, and he is able to deal with it 
accordingly. 

The difference between the sons of Sceva and Paul was this: 
they said, "It is only the use of the name that is important." How 
many people only use the name; how many times are people de
feated because they think it is just the name; how many people 
have been brokenhearted because it did not work when they used 
the name? If I read this into my text, "He who believes will speak 
in tongues; he who believes will cast out devils; he who believes will 
lay hands on the sick and they will recover" (see Mark 16:17-18), it 
seems perfectly easy on the surface of it. But you must understand 
this: there are volumes to be applied to the word believe. 

Thought for today: To believe is to believe in the need of the maj
esty of the glory of the power of God. Believing in Christ is all 
power, and it brings all other powers into subjection. 
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What Does It Mean to Believe? 
And the evil spirit answered and said, "Jesus I know, 

and Paul I know; but who are you?" 
-Acts 19:15 

Scripture reaJing: Acts 19:11-20 

What is belief? Let me sum it up in a few sentences. To be
lieve is to have the knowledge of Him in whom you be
lieve. It is not to believe in the word Jesus, but to believe 

in the nature of Christ, to believe in the vision of Christ, for all 
power has been given unto Him, and greater is He who is within 
you in the revelation of faith than he who is in the world. (See 1 
John 4:4.) And so I say to you, do not be discouraged if every de
mon has not gone out. The very moment they have gone, do not 
think that is the end of it. What we have to see is that if all it takes 
is using the name of Jesus, those evil powers would have gone out 
in that name by the sons of Sceva. It is not that. It is the power of 
the Holy Spirit with the revelation of the deity of our Christ of 
glory; it is knowing that all power is given unto Him. Through the 
knowledge of Christ, and through faith in who He is, demons must 
surrender, demons must go out. 

I say this reverently: these bodies of ours are so constructed by 
God that we may be filled with the divine revelation of the Son of 
God until it is manifest to the devils we confront, and they will 
have to go. The Master is in; they see the Master. "Jesus I know, 
and Paul I know." The ministry of the Master! How we need to get 
to know Him until within us we are full of the manifestation of the 
King over all demons. 

Brothers and sisters, my heart is full. The depths of my yearn
ings are for the Pentecostal people. My cry is that we will not miss 
the opportunity of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, that Christ may be 
manifested in our human frames (2 Cor. 4:10) until every power of 
evil will be subject to the Christ who is manifested in us. The devils 
know Jesus. 

Two important things are before us. First, we must surrender 
the mastery of ourselves to God. Then the embodiment of the 
Spirit gloriously covers our lives so that Jesus is glorified to the 
full. So first it is the losing of ourselves, and then it is the incoming 
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of Another; it is the glorifying of Him that will fulfill all things, and 
when He gets hold of our lives, He can do it. When God gets hold of 
your life because you have yielded yourself to Him in this way, He 
will be delighted to allow Christ to be so manifested in you that it 
will be no difficulty for the Devil to know who you are. 

I am satisfied that the purpose of Pentecost is to reestablish 
God in human flesh. Do I need to say it again? The power of the 
Holy Spirit has to come to be enthroned in the human life so that it 
does not matter where we find ourselves. Christ is manifested in 
the place where devils are, the place where religious devils are, the 
place where false religion and unbelief are, the place where formal 
religion has taken the place of holiness and righteousness. You 
need to have holiness-the righteousness and Spirit of the Mas
ter-so that in every walk of life, everything that is not like our 
Lord Jesus will have to depart. That is what is needed today. 

I ask you in the Holy Spirit to seek the place where He is in 
power. "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?" May 
God stamp this sobering question upon us, for the Devil is not 
afraid of us. May the Holy Spirit make us terrors of evildoers today, 
for the Holy Spirit came into us to judge the world of sin, of unbe
lief, and of righteousness; that is the purpose of the Holy Spirit. 
(See John 16:7-11.) Then Jesus will know us, and the devils will 
know us. 

Thought for toJay: It is only when you are conquered by Christ 
that He is enthroned. 
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Looking for the Messiah 

Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another? 
-Matthew 11:3 

Scripture reading: Matthew 11:12-24 

!Jwant you to see how satanic power can work in the mind. 
Satan came to John when he was in prison. I find that Satan 
can come to any of us. 

But I want to prove that we have a greater power than Sa
tan's-in imagination, .in thought, in everything. Satan came to 
John the Baptist in prison and said to him, "Don't you think you 
have made a mistake? Here you are in prison. Isn't there some
thing wrong with the whole business? Mter all, you may be greatly 
deceived about being a forerunner of the Christ." 

I find men who might be giants of faith, who might be leaders 
of society, who might rise to subdue kingdoms (Heb. 11:33), who 
might be noble among princes, but they are defeated because they 
allow the suggestions of Satan to dethrone their better knowledge 
of the power of God. May God help us. 

John sent two of his disciples to ask Jesus, "Are You the Mes
siah?" How could Jesus send those men back with a stimulating 
truth, with a personal, effective power that would stir their hearts 
to know that they had met Him about whom all the prophets had 
spoken? What would declare it? How would they know? How could 
they tell it? 

Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and tell John the 
things which you hear and see: the blind see and the lame 
walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are 
raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. " 

(Matt. 11:4-5) 

And when they saw the miracles and wonders and heard the 
gracious words He spoke as the power of God rested upon Him, 
they were ready to believe. 

Thought for today: Unless we are fIlled, or divinely insulated, with 
the power of God, we may be defeated by the power of Satan. 
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) esus Is Our Life 

From the days ofJohn the Baptist until now the kingdom ofheaven 
suffers violence, and the violent take it by force. 

-Matthew 11:12 

Scripture reading: Matthew 11:25-30 

s is a message to every believer. Every believer has the life 
of the Lord in him. And if Jesus, "who is our life" (Col. 3:4),~were to come, instantly our life would go out to meet His life 

because we exist by and consist of the life of the Son of God. (See 
verse 4.) "Your life is hidden with Christ in GodJ> (v. 3). 

If all believers understood this wonderful passage that is in the 
twenty-second chapter of Luke's gospel, there would be great joy in 
their hearts: 

Then He said to them, ({With fervent desire I have desired to 
eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I say to you, I 
will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God." (Luke 22:15-16) 

Everyone who is in Christ Jesus will be there when He sits 
down the first time to break bread in the kingdom of heaven. It is 
not possible for any child of God to remain on earth when Jesus 
comes. May the Lord help us to believe it. 

I know there is a great deal of speculation on the Rapture and 
on the coming of the Lord. But let me tell you to hope for edifica
tion and comfort, for the Scripture by the Holy Spirit won't let me 
focus on anything except the edification, consolation, and comfort 
of the Spirit. (See 1 Corinthians 14:3.) 

I don't mean that we are to cover up sin. God won't let us do 
that. But we must unveil truth. And what is truth? The Word of 
God is the truth. Jesus said, "1 am the way, the truth, and the life" 
(John 14:6). "You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you 
have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me" (John 
5:39). 

What does the truth say? It says that when Christ appears, all 
who are His at His coming will be changed "in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye" (1 Cor. 15:52). We will be presented at the 
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same moment as all those who have fallen sleep in Him, and we 
will all go together. 

We who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will 
by no means precede those who are asleep .... And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. There
fore comfort one another with these words. (1 Thess. 4:15-18) 

For I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until 
the kingdom ofGod comes. (Luke 22: 18) 

Two thousand years will soon have passed since the Lord 
broke bread around the table with His disciples. I am longing, the 
saints are longing, for the grand union when millions, billions, tril
lions will unite with Him in that great fellowship Supper. Praise the 
Lord! But now, what stimulation, what power must be working every 
day until that Day appears! 

Thought for today: Every believer belongs to the kingdom of 
heaven. 

.. ... 
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Power Greater than the Enemy 

Be strong in the Lord and in the power ofHis might. Put on the 

whole armor ofGod, that you may be able to stand against 


the wiles of the devil. 

-Ephesians 6:10-11 

Scripture reading: Ephesians 6:10-20 

g:ere is a power in you that is greater than any other power. 
By the help of the Spirit, may you come into a place of deliv
erance, a place of holy sanctification, where you dare to 

stand against the Devil's' schemings, drive them back, and cast 
them out. May the Lord help us! 

I want God to give you an inward awakening, a revelation of 
truth within you, an audacity, a flaming indignation against the 
powers of Satan. 

Lot had a righteous indignation-temporarily-but it came too 
late. He ought to have had it when he went into Sodom, not when 
he was coming out. But I don't want anyone of you .to be dejected 
because you didn't take a step in the right direction sooner. Always 
be thankful that you are alive to hear and to change the situation. 

You must gain an inward knowledge that God is Lord over all 
the power of Satan. I don't doubt your sincerity about being saved, 
about having been justified in Christ. It is not for me to question a 
man's sincerity regarding his righteousness. Yet I feel I have a 
right to say that there is a deeper sincerity to reach for; there is a 
greater audacity of faith and fact to attain. There is something that 
you have to wake up to where you will never allow disease to have 
you or sin to have you or a weak heart or a pain in your back to 
have you. You will never allow anything that isn't perfect life to 
have anything to do with you. Those who try to serve two masters 
always lose (Matt. 6:24). If you try to join up with two things-the 
Lord and the Devil-the Devil will get you in the end. Allow Christ 
to be the Lord ofyour life today. 

Thought for today: You are not going to oppose devils if you can
not master yourself, because you will soon find the devils to be big
ger than yourself. 
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A God Who Saves 
Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and He 

delivered them out of their distresses. 
-Psalm 107:6 

Scripture reading: Psalm 50 

g) oes God know all about you? Is He acquainted with you al
together? Why should you, under any circumstances, be
lieve that you will be better off by being diseased? When 

disease is impurity, why should you ever believe that you will be 
sanctified by having a great deal of sickness? 

Some people talk about God being pleased to put disease on His 
children. "Here is a person I love," says God. "I will break his arm. 
Then, so that he will love Me more, I will break his leg. So that he 
will love Me even more, I will give him a weak heart." 

The whole thing won't stand daylight. Yet people are always 
talking this way, and they never think to read the Word of God, 
which says, "Before'I was afflicted I went astray" (Ps. 119:67). 
They have never read the following words into their lives: 

Fools, because of their transgression, and because of their in
iquities, were afflicted. Their soul abhorred all manner of 
food, and they drew near to the gates ofdeath. Then they cried 
out to the LORD in their trouble, and He saved them out of 
their distresses. (Ps. 107:17-19) 

Is it right to say, "You know, my brother, I have suffered so 
much in this affliction that it has made me know God better"? 
Well, now, before you agree, ask God for a lot more affliction so 
that you will get to know Him still better. If you won't ask for more 
affliction to make you still purer, I won't believe that the first af
fliction made you purer, because if it had, you would have more 
faith in it. It appears that you do not have faith in your afflictions. 
It is only talk, but talk doesn't count unless it is backed up by fact. 
However, if people can see that your words are backed up by fact, 
then they have some grounds for believing in them. 

Thought for today: Why not trust God who knows all about you, 
instead of trusting in people who know only what you have told 
them? 
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Keep Looking to jesus 

For He shall give His angels charge over you, Let each ofus please his n,,::: ' ., 
to keep you in all your ways. 

-Psalm 91:11 

Scripture reading: Psalm 91 

,.. § h31~2}OOked through my Bible, and I cannot fin~.her~gg~..* bringsdisease and sickness. I Jinow it is the power of God 
that brings the glory. Yet it is the Devil and not God at all 

who brings sickness and disease. Why does he? I know this: Satan 
is God's whip, and if you don't obey God, God will stand to one side 
and Satan will devour you. But God will only allow him to devour 
so much, as was the case with Job. The Lord told Satan, "You may 
go only so far, and no further. Don't touch his life." (See Job 2:6.) 

Why is Satan allowed to bring sickness? It is because we know 
better than we act. If we would be true to our convictions and walk 
according to the light we have been given, God would verify His 
presence in the midst of us, and we would know that sickness can
not "come near [our] dwelling; for He shall give His angels charge 
over [us], to keep [us] in all [our] ways" (Ps. 91:10-11). 

When Satan can get to your body, he will, if possible, make the 
pain or the weakness so distracting that it will affect your mind 
and always bring your mind down to where the pain is. When that 
takes place, you do not have the same freedom in your spirit to lift 
up your heart and shout and praise the Lord. The distraction of the 
pain brings the foundational power, which ought to be full of praise 
to God, down into the body. And through that-concerning every
body who is afflicted-"the kingdom of heaven suffers violence" 
(Matt. 11:12). 

Thought for tOday: Anything that takes me from a position where 
I am in an attitude of worship, peace, and joy; where I have a con
sciousness of the presence of God; where there is an inward moving 
of the powers of God that makes me able to lift myself up and live 
in the world as though I were not of it (because I am not of it); any
thing that dethrones me from that attitude is evil, is satanic. 
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Let Kingdom Life Reign 

Let each ofus please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification. 
-Romans 15:2 

Scripture reading: Romans 14:12-15:2 

S
f it is only a finger or a tooth that aches, if it is only a corn 
on your foot that pinches you or anything in the body that 
detracts from the highest spiritual attainment, the kingdom 

of heaven is dethroned to a degree; "the hingdom of heaven suffers 
violence" (Matt. 11:12). 

By the Word of God, I am proving to you that the kingdom of 
heaven is within you. "Greater is he that is in you" (1 John 4:4 
KJV)-the Son of God, the kingdom of heaven within you-"than he 
that is in the world" {v. 4 KJV)-the power of Satan outside you. 

Disease or weakness, or any distraction in you, is a power of 
violence that can take the kingdom of heaven in you by force. The 
same spiritual power that will reveal this to you, will relieve you. 

On the authority of the Word of God, I maintain that "greater 
is he that is in you" (1 John 4:4 KJV) than any power of Satan that 
is around you (v. 4). How much more would be done if you would 
inwardly claim your rights and deliver yourselves! 

I believe the Bible from front to back. If, by the power of God, I 
put in you an audacity, a determination, so that you won't let Sa
tan rest, you will be victorious. Praise the Lord! 

Why do I take this attitude? Because for every step of my life 
since my baptism, I have had to pay the price of everything for oth
ers. God has to take me through to the place so that I may be able 
to show the people how to do it. Some people come up to me and 
say, "I have been waiting for the baptism, and I am having such a 
struggle. I am having to fight for every inch of it. Isn't it strange?" 
No. A thousand to one, God is preparing you to help somebody else 
who is desiring to receive it. . 

The reason I am so firm about the necessity of getting the bap
tism in the Holy Spirit, and about the significance of the Spirit's 
making a manifestation when He comes in, is this: I fought it. I 
went to a meeting because I had heard people were speaking in 
tongues there. I forced myself on the attention of those in the 
meeting almost like a man who was mad. I told the people there, 
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"This meeting of yours is nothing. 1 have left better conditions at 
home. 1 am hungry and thirsty for something." 

"What do you want?" they asked. 
"I want tongues." 
"You want the baptism?" they asked. 
"Not I," 1 said. "I have the baptism. 1 want tongues." 
1 could have had a fight with anybody. The whole situation 

was this: God was training me for something else. The power of 
God fell upon my body with such ecstasy of joy that 1 could not 
satisfy the joy within with my natural tongue; then 1 found the 
Spirit speaking through me in other tongues. 

What did it mean? 1 knew that 1 had had anointings of joy be
fore this, and expressions of the blessed attitude of the Spirit of life, 
and joy in the Holy Spirit; 1 had felt it all the way through my life. 
But when the fullness came with a high tide, with an overflowing 
life, 1 knew that was different from anything else. And 1 knew that 
was the baptism, but God had to show me. 

Thought for today: The Bible won't have an atom of power in you 
ifyou don't put it into practice in yourself. 
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Spiritual Warfare 

For the weapons ofour warfare are not carnal but mighty in God 
for pulling down strongholds . 

-2 Corinthians 10:4 

Scripture reading: 2 Corinthians 

fP eople ask, "Do all speak with tongues?" Certainly not. But 
all people may speak as the Spirit gives utterance-as in 
the Upper Room and at the house of Cornelius and at 

Ephesus when Jesus' followers were fIlled with the Holy Spirit. 
There is quite a difference between having a gift and speaking 

as the Spirit gives utterance. If I had been given the gift of tongues 
when I was fIlled with the Holy Spirit, then I could have spoken in 
tongues at any time, because gifts and calling remain (Rom. 11:29). 
But I couldn't speak in tongues after I was baptized. Why? It was 
because I had received the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speak
ing in tongues, but I hadn't received the gift of tongues. 

However, I received the Holy Spirit, who is the Giver of all 
gifts. And nine months afterward, God gave me the gift of tongues 
so that I could speak in tongues at any time. But do I? God forbid! 
Why? Because no man ought to use a gift; the Holy Spirit uses the 
gift. 

I have a reason for talking like this. People come up to me all 
the time and say, "I have been prayed for, and I am just the same." 
It is enough to make you kick them. I don't mean that literally. I 
would be the last man to kick anybody in this place. God forbid. 
But if I can get you enraged against the powers of darkness and the 
powers of disease, if I can wake you up, you won't go to bed unless 
you prove that there is a Master in you who is greater than the 
power that is hanging around you. 

Many times I have gone to a house in which an insane person 
lived and have been shut in with him in order to deliver him. I have 
gone in determined that he would be delivered. In the middle of the 
night chiefly, sometimes in the middle of the day, the demon pow
ers would come and bite me and handle me terribly roughly. But I 
never gave in. It would dethrone a higher principle if I had to give 
In. 

435 



October 15 

May the God of grace and mercy strengthen us. In the meas
ure that we destroy these evil powers, we make it easier for weak 
believers. For every time Satan overcomes a saint, it gives him fe
rocity for another attack; but when he is subdued, he will come to 
the place where defeat is written against him. 

In your home, with your spouse and children, you will have 
audacity of determination, along with a righteous indignation, 
against the power of disease to cast it out. That is worth more to 
you than anything you could buy. 

Thought for today: No one can have a knowledge of an inward 
Christ without having a longing that there will be an increase of 
souls saved. 

436 

[He] makes His ange.~" ,. -: 

Scripture reading: Hebre7:: _ 

d' "t ~ o s mI.ms ers.~::: .=:: ' 
man WIth a VISlOc~. 7'~_1I!!~ can read that WOL:':,-::"" 

a flame of fire for his -:.: ~_:11 

rything that would c .. 

A flame of fire! It :~ 
ual burning; a holy, in'.': -::. 
was in the world. God r-..:.:: ~ 
seems to me that if Pe:::-.:::- . .,;:: 
have a living faith so tl'_==-: ::::::= 
through us until our :-~ 
God. 

The important po::-~. ~ ~~ 

make Jesus King. It se,,=.:.. ';.c 

given to us when we be:':',,' :-:
resurrection power ~ 

kingly qualities, Not a:::-_~: .: 11 
glories of His king::.~ =-d 

us. Oh, for Him to war.o: ...::: 
order rises within us sc : - ... 
see that we can come :..::-~: :JI 

comes so much brigl::c:-: _.: 
glory with all His virr.:": .:...::.r. 
soul who is absolutely - : 11 

much talk about death.' '::11 

that, out of that death. ,--:.,: • 
His glory. 

An opportunity to ': ::. 
traveling from Egypt L =: 
On the ship and evel'}-r,7::-. -: . c i 
ship suddenly collapsed. - wi 
body else seemed to be. -:- :"d 

be a flame, to have the :.. 



"'\ 

_. strengthen us. In the meas
.~". we make it easier for weak 
-: : = :nes a saint, it gives him fe

__ "" is subdued, he will come to 
~st him. 
;..,"-_il.n.d_f:hildrf'~.o/ vou .will have 
.ith a righteous indignation, 
it out. That is worth more to 

',-e a knowledge of an inward 
: there will be an increase of 

October 16 

Ajlame jor God 
[He] makes His angels spirits and His ministers a flame otfire. 

-Hebrews 1:7 

Scripture reading: Hebrews 1 

od's ministers are to be flames of fire! It seems to me that no 
man with a vision, especially a vision by the Spirit's power, ~ can read that wonderful verse without being kindled to such 

a flame of fire for his Lord that it seems as if it would burn up eve
rything that would interfere with his progress. 

A flame of fire! It is a perpetual fire; a constant fire; a con tin
.ual burning; a holy, inward flame; which is exactly what God's Son 
was in the world. God has nothing less for us than to be flames! It 
seems to me that if Pentecost is to rise and be effective, we must 
have a living faith so that Christ's great might and power can flow 
through us until our lives become energized, moved, and aflame for 
God. 

The important point here is that the Holy Spirit has come to 
make Jesus King. It seems to me that the seed, the life that was 
given to us when we believed-which is an eternal seed-has such 
resurrection power that I see a new creation rising from it with 
kingly qualities. Not only is the King to be within us, but also all 
the glories of His kingly manifestations are to be brought forth in 
us. Oh, for Him to work in us in this way, melting us, until a new 
order rises within us so that we are moved with His compassion! I 
see that we can come into the order of God where the vision be
comes so much brighter and where the Lord is manifesting His 
glory with all His virtues and gifts; all His glory seems to fill the 
soul who is absolutely dead to himself and alive to God. There is 
much talk about death, but there is a death that is so deep in God 
that, out of that death, God brings the splendor of His life and all 
His glory. 

An opportunity to be a flame of fire for God came when I was 
traveling from Egypt to Italy. What I now tell you truly happened. 
On the ship and everywhere, God had been with me. A man on the 
ship suddenly collapsed; his wife was in a terrible state, and every
body else seemed to be, too. Some said that he would die, but oh, to 
be a flame, to have the living Christ dwelling within you! 
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We are backslidden if we have to pray for power, if we have to 
wait until we feel a sense of His presence. The baptism of the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you: "You shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you" (Acts 1:8). Within you is a greater power 
than there is in the world (1 John 4:4). Oh, to be awakened out of 
our unbelief into a place of daring for God on the authority of the 
blessed Book! 

So in the name of Jesus, I rebuked the devil, and to the aston
ishment of the man's wife and the man himself, he was able to 
stand. He said, "What is this? It is going allover me. I have never 
felt anything like this before." From the top of his head to the soleE 
of his feet, the power of God shook him. God has given us authority 
over the power of the Devil. Oh, that we may live in the place 
where the glory excels! It would make anyone a flame of fire. 

Thought for today: When we are baptized in the Holy Spirit, it is 
to crown Jesus King in our lives. 
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October 17 

Faithfu{ Servants 

His lord said to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant; you 
were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many 

things. Enter into the joy ofyour lord." 
-Matthew 25:21 

Scripture reading: Matthew 25:14-30 

cehrist, who is the express image of God (Heb. 1:3), has come 
to our human weaknesses in order to change them and us 
into a divine likeness so that, by the power of His might, we 

may not only overcome but also rejoice in the fact that we are more 
than overcomers. God wants you to be "more than conquerors" 
(Rom. 8:37). The baptism of the Spirit has come for nothing less 
than to possess the whole of our lives. It sets up Jesus as King, and 
nothing can stand in His holy presence when He is made King. 
Everything will wither before Him. The inheritance of the Spirit is 
given to every man "for the profit of all" (1 Cor. 12:7). Praise the 
Lord! In the order of the Holy Spirit, we have to "come short in no 
gift" (1 Cor. 1:7). 

This same has come for one purpose: that He might be 
made so manifest in us that the world will see Him. We must be 
burning and shining lights to reflect such a holy Jesus. We cannot 
do it with cold, indifferent experiences, and we never will. My dear 
wife used to say to our daughter, "Alice, what kind of a meeting 
have you had?" Alice would say, "Ask Father. He always has a good 
time!" His servants are to be flames. Jesus is life, and the Holy 
Spirit is the breath. He breathes through us the life of the Son of 
God, and we give it to others, and it gives life everywhere. 

You should have been with me in Ceylon! I was having meet
ings in a Wesleyan chapel. The people there said, "You know, four 
days are not much to give us." "No," I said, "but it is a good 
share." They said, "What are we going to do? We are not touching 
the people here at all." I said, "Can you have a meeting early in the 
morning, at eight o'clock?" They said they would, so I said, "We 
will tell all the mothers who want their babies to be healed and all 
the old people over seventy to come. Then after that, I will hope to 
give an address to the people to make them ready for the Holy 
Spirit." 
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Oh, it would have done you all good to see four hundred moth
ers there with their babies! It was fine! And then to see one hun
dred and fifty old black people, with their white hair, coming to be 
healed. I believe that you need to have something more than smoke 
to touch people; you need to be a burning light for that. His minis
ters must be flames of fire. There were thousands gathered outside 
the chapel to hear the Word of God. There were about three thou
sand people crying for mercy at the same time. I tell you, it was a 
sight. 

Mter that, attendance at the meetings rose to such an extent 
that every night, five to six thousand people gathered there after I 
had preached in a temperature of 110 degrees. Then I had to minis
ter to these people. But I tell you, a flame of fire can do anything. 
Things change in the fire. This is Pentecost. But what moved me 
more than anything else was this (and I say this carefully and with 
a broken spirit because I would not like to mislead anybody): there 
were hundreds who tried to touch me because they were so im
pressed with the power of God that was present. And they testified 
everywhere that with a touch, they were healed. It was not the 
power of Wigglesworth. It was because they had the same faith 
that was with those at Jerusalem who believed that Peter's shadow 
would heal them. (See Acts 5:14-15.) 

What do you want? Is anything too hard for God? God can 
meet you now. God sees inwardly. He knows all about you. Nothing 
is hidden from Him, and He can satisfy the soul and give you a 
spring of eternal blessing that will carry you right through. 

Thought for today; You can receive something in three minutes 
that you can carry with you into glory. 
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Glory 
His divine power has given to us all things that pertain 

to life and godliness, through the knowledge ofHim 
who called us by glory and virtue. 

-2 Peter 1:3 

Scripture reaaing: 2 Peter 1:2-17 

@n the Day of Pentecost, it was necessary that the disciples 
received not only the fire but also the rushing wind, the per
sonality ofthe Spirit in the wind. (See Acts 2:1-4.) The mani

festation of the glory is in the wind, or breath, of God. 
The inward man receives the Holy Spirit instantly with great 

joy and blessedness. He cannot express it. Then the power of the 
Spirit, this breath of God, takes of the things of Jesus (see John 
16:14-15) and sends forth as a river the utterances of the Spirit. 
Again, when the body is filled with joy, sometimes so inexpressible, 
the canvas of the mind has great power to move the operation of 
the tongue to bring out the very depths of the inward heart's 
power, love, and joy to us. By the same process, the Spirit, which is 
the breath of God, brings forth the manifestation of the glory. 

Let us look at a few passages in the Bible that pertain to the 
glory. The first is Psalm 16:9: "Therefore my heart is glad, and my 
glory rejoices." Something has made the rejoicing bring forth the 
glory. It was because the psalmist's heart was glad. 

The second one is Psalm 108:1: "0 God, my heart is steadfast; 
I will sing and give praise, even with my glory." You see, when the 
body is filled with the power of God, then the only thing that can 
express the glory is the tongue. Glory is presence, and the presence 
always comes by the tongue, which brings forth the revelations of 
God. God first brings His power into us. Then He gives us verbal 
expressions by the same Spirit, the outward manifestation of what 
is within us. "Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks" 
(Matt. 12:34). 

Virtue has to be transmitted, and glory has to be expressed. 
Therefore, The Holy Spirit understands everything Christ has in 
the glory and brings through the heart of man God's latest 
thought. The world's needs, our manifestations, revivals, and all 
conditions are first settled in heaven, then worked out on the 
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earth. We must be in touch with God Almighty in order to bring 
out on the face of the earth all the things that God has in the heav
ens. This is an ideal for us, and may God help us not to forsake the 
reality of holy communion with Him, of entering into private 
prayer so that publicly He may manifest His glory. 

Thought for today: By filling us with the Holy Spirit, God has 
brought into us this glory so that out of us may come forth the 
glory. 
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Hold Fast to the Vision 

Where there is no vision, the people perish. 
-Proverbs 29: 18 KJV 

Scripture reading: Acts 26:1-29 

ewe must see the face of the Lord and understand His 
workings. There are things that God says to me that I 
know must take place. It does not matter what people 

say. I have been face-to-face with some of the most trying moments 
of men's lives, times when it made all the difference if I kept the 
vision and held fast to what God had said. A man must have im
movable faith, and the voice of God must mean more to him than 
what he sees, feels, or what people say. He must have an originality 
born in heaven, transmitted or expressed in some way. We must 
bring heaven to earth. 

At the end of Ephesians 3 are words that no human could ever 
think or write on his own. This passage is so mighty, so of God 
when it speaks about His being able to do all things "exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think" (v. 20). The mighty God 
of revelation! The Holy Spirit gave these words of grandeur to stir 
our hearts, to move our affections, to transform us altogether. God 
has never put anything up on a pole where you cannot reach it. He 
has brought His plan down to man, and if we are prepared, oh, 
what there is for us! I feel sometimes that we have just as much as 
we can digest. Yet such divine nuggets of precious truth are held 
before our hearts that it makes us understand that there are yet 
heights and depths and lengths and breadths of the knowledge of 
God stored up for us. (See Ephesians 3:17-19.) We might truly say, 

My heavenly bank, my heavenly bank, 
rrhe house of God's treasure and store. 
I have plenty in here; I'm a real millionaire. 

Thought for today: It is wonderful to never be poverty-stricken 
anymore, to have an inward knowledge of God's riches that are 
stored up, nugget upon nugget-weights of glory, expressions of 
the invisible Christ to be seen by men. 
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Victorious in Battle 
Count it all joy when you fall into various trials. 

-James 1:2 

Scripture reading: 1 Timothy 6 

et the Spirit cover you so that you may be intensely earnest 
about the deep things of God. You should be so aligned ~with the Spirit that your will, your mind, and your heart 

are centered in God so that He may lift you into the pavilion of 
splendor where you hear His voice-lift you to the place where the 
breath of the Almighty can send you to pray and send you to 
preach, the Spirit of the Lord being upon you. 

You are at God's banquet, a banquet at which you are never 
separated from Him and He multiplies spiritual blessings and fruit 
in your life. It is a banquet where you have to increase with all in
creasing, where God has for you riches beyond all things-not 
fleshly things, not carnal things, but spiritual manifestations, gifts, 
fruits of the Spirit, and beautiful beatitudes, the blessing of God 
always being upon you. (See 2 Corinthians 9:10-11.) 

Are you ready to enter into this glorious place where you no 
longer live for yourself? God will take over your life and send you 
out to win thousands of people to Christ, so that they also may en
ter into eternal grace. 

No person is ever able to talk about victory over temptation 
unless he goes through it. All the victories are won in battles. 

Tens of thousands of people in Europe, America, and in other 
parts of the world wear badges to show they have been in battle, 
and they rejoice in it. They would be ashamed to wear such badges 
if they had not been in battle. The· battle is what gives them the 
right to wear the badge. 

It is those who have been tried to the utmost who can corne 
out and tell you a story about it. It was only James and Peter and 
Paul, those who were in the front lines of the battle, who told us 
how we have to rejoice in our trials because wonderful blessings 
will corne out of them. It is in the trials that we are made. 

Thought for today: It is those who have been in the fight who can 
tell about the victories. 
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More Precious than GolJ 
That the genuineness ofyour faith, being much more precious than 

gold that perishes, though it is tested by {ire, may be found to praise, 
honor, and glory at the revelation ofJesus Christ, 

-1 Peter 1:7 

Scripture reading: 1 Peter 1 

me of you wonder what is up when you are not healed in a 
moment. God never breaks His promise. The trial of your~faith is "much more precious than gold. " 

God wants to destroy the power of the Devil. He wants to 
move you so that in the face of hardships, you will praise the Lord. 
"Count it all joy" (James 1:2). You have to take a leap today; you 
have to leap into the promises. You have to believe that God never 
fails you; you have to believe it is impossible for God to break His 
word. He is "from everlasting to everlasting" CPs. 90:2). 

Forever and ever, not for a day, 

He keepeth His promise forever; 

To all who believe, 

To all who obey, 

He keepeth His promise forever. 


There is no variableness with God, no "shadow of turning" 
(James 1:17). He is the same. He manifests His divine glory. 

Jesus said to Mary and Martha, "If you would believe you 
would see the glory ofGod" (John 11:40). We must understand that 
there will be times of testing, but they are only to make us more 
like the Master. He was "in all points tempted as we are, yet with
out sin" (Heb. 4:15). He endured all things. He is our example. 

Oh, that God would place us in an earnest, intent position in 
which flesh and blood have to yield to the Spirit of God! We will go 
forward; we will not be moved by our feelings. 

Suppose that a man who is prayed for today receives a bless
ing, but tomorrow he begins murmuring because he does not feel 
exactly as he wants to feel. What is he doing? He is replacing the 
Word of God with his feelings. What a disgrace! Let God have His 
perfect work. 

Thought for today: God has you on this earth for the purpose of 
bringing out His character in you. 

445 



October 11 

God will Keey You 

Count it all joy. 
-James 1:2 

Scripture reading: Job 2:1-10 

fP:.e verse does not mean "Count a bit of it as joy" but "count 
it all joy. J' It doesn't matter from what source the trial 
comes, whether it is your business or your home or what. 

"Count it all joy. JJ Why? Because "we know that all things work to
gether for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose" (Rom. 8:28). 

That is a great Scripture. It means that you have a special po
sition. God is electrifying the very position that you hold so that 
the Devil will see that you have a godly character, and God can say 
about you what he said about Job. (See Job 1:8.) 

Recall the scene. God asked, "Satan, what is your opinion 
about Job?" Then the Lord went on and said, "Don't you think he 
is wonderful? Don't you think he is the most excellent man in all 
the earth?" 

Satan replied, "Yes, but You know, You are keeping him." 
Praise the Lord! I am glad the Devil has to tell the truth. And 

don't you know that God can keep you, also? 
"If You touch everything he has," the Devil said, "he will curse 

You to Your face." 
God answered, "You can touch all he has, but you cannot 

touch him." (See Job 1:8-12.) 
The Scripture says that Jesus was dead but is alive again and 

has power over death and hell. To this, the Scripture adds a big 
"Amen" (Rev. 1:18). The Devil cannot take your life unless the 
Lord allows it. "You cannot touch Job's life," God told Satan. (See 
Job 2:6.) 

Satan thought he could destroy Job, and you know the calam
ity that befell this righteous man. But Job said, "Naked I came 
from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return there ... .Blessed 
be the name of the LORD" (Job 1:21). Oh, it is lovely! The Lord can 
give us that kind of language. It is not the language of the head. 
This is divine language; this is heart acquaintance. 
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I want you to know that we can have heart acquaintance. I 
learned a long time ago that libraries often create swelled heads, 
but nothing except the Library, the Bible, can make swelled hearts. 
You are to have swelled hearts because out of the heart full of the 
fragrance of the love of God, the living life of the Lord flows. 

You must cease to be. That is a difficult thing-for both you 
and me-but it is no trouble at all when you are in the hands of the 
Potter. You are only wrong when you are kicking. You are all right 
when you are still and He is forming you afresh. So let Him form 
you afresh today into a new vessel so that you will stand the stress. 

Thought jar today; It is far more to speak out of the abundance of 
your heart than the abundance of your head. 
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October 13 

Be Perfect 
Let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect 

and complete, lacking nothing. 
-James 1:4 

Scripture reading: Matthew 27:27-54 

!I s it possible ~or pati~nce to make us "pe~fect.and .complete"? 
Certainly, it IS possIble. Who was speaking m thIS verse? It 
was the breath of the Spirit; it was also the hidden man of 

the heart who had a heart like his Brother. This was James, the 
Lord's brother, who was speaking. He spoke very much like his 
Brother. When we read these wonderful words, we might very 
likely be encountering a true kindred spirit with Christ. 

James had to learn patience. It was not an easy thing for him 
to understand how his Brother could be the Son of God and be in 
the same family as he, Judas, and the other brothers. (See Mat
thew 13:55.) It was not an easy thing for him, and he had to learn 
to be patient to see how it worked out. 

There are many things in your life that you cannot under
stand, but be patient. When the hand of God is upon something, it 
may grind very slowly, but it will form the finest thing possible if 
you dare to wait until it is completed. Do not kick until you have 
gone through the process-and when you are dead enough to your
self, you will never kick at all. It is a death we die so that we might 
be alive unto God. It is only by the deaths we die that we are able 
to be still before God. 

Jesus said, "The cross? I can endure the cross. The shame? I 
can despise it." (See Hebrews 12:2.) He withstood the bitter lan
guage spoken to Him at the cross: "If You are the Christ, come 
down, and we will believe." (See Matthew 27:40, 42.) They struck 
Him, but He "did not revile in return" (1 Pet. 2:23). He is the pic
ture for us. 

You cannot tell what God has in mind for you. As you are still 
before God-pliable in His hands-He will be working out a greater 
vessel than you could ever imagine in all your life. 

Thought for today: Jesus knew that when He came to the end of 
the Cross, He would forever save all those who would believe. 
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Complete, Lacking Nothing 
Let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect 

and complete, lacking nothing. 
-James 1:4 

Scripture reading: Psalm 91 

g o be "complete" means that you are not moved by anything, 
that you are living only in the divine position of God. It 
means that you are not moved, that you are not changed by 

what people say. There is something about divine acquaintance 
that is instilled; it is worked within a person by the mighty God. It 
becomes like intuition. 

Accepting Christ as Savior builds the character of a person in 
purity until his inward heart is filled with divine love and has 
nothing but thoughts of God alone. "That you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking nothing. " 

When 1 was in New Zealand, some people came to me and said, 
"We would like to give you a Christmas present, if you can tell us 
what you would like." "I haven't a desire in the world," 1 said. "I 
cannot tell you anything 1 would like. 1 have no desire for anything 
except God." 

One day, 1 was walking down the street with a millionaire. 1 
was feeling wonderfully happy over the way the Lord was blessing 
in our meetings. As we walked together, 1 said, "Brother, 1 haven't 
a care in the world. 1 am as happy as a bird!" 

"Oh!" he said. "Stop! Say it again! Say it again!" And he stood 
still, waiting for me to repeat it. "Brother, 1 haven't a care in the 
world. 1 am as happy as a bird!" He exclaimed, "I would give all my 
money, 1 would give everything 1 have, to have that!" 

To be lacking nothing-hallelujah! 
The Spirit of the Lord is moving us mightily to see that this is 

resurrection power. We were planted with Him, and we have been 
raised with Him (Rom. 6:5 KJV). We are from above (see Colossians 
3:1-3); we do not belong to what is below. We "reign in life" (Rom. 
5:17) by Another. It is the life of God's Son manifested in this hu
man body. 

Thought for today: The new life of God is not just on the surface. 
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October 25 

Ask GOd for Wisdom 
Ifany ofyou lacks wisdom, let him ask ofGod, who gives to all 

liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 
-James 1:5 

Scripture reading: James 1 

Ji{any people come to me and ask if I will pray for them to 
have faith. I want to encourage them, but I cannot depart 
from God's Word. I cannot grant people faith. But by the 

power of the Spirit, I can stimulate you until you dare to believe 
and rest on the authority of God's Word. The Spirit of the living 
God quickens you, and I see that "faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17). 

This is a living word of faith: "If any of you lacks wisdom, let 
him ask of God, who gives to all liberally." You will never find that 
God ever judges you for the wisdom He gives you or for the bless
ing He gives you. He makes it so that when you come to Him again, 
He gives again, never asking what you did with what He gave you 
before. That is the way God gives. God "gives to all liberally and 
without reproach." So you have a chance today to come for much 
more. Do you want wisdom? Ask of God. 

You have to be in the right condition for asking. This is the 
condition: "But let him ask in faith, with no doubting" (James 1:6). 

I am satisfied that God, who is the builder of divine order, 
never brings confusion into His order. It is only when things are 
out of order that God brings confusion. God brought confusion 
upon the men who were building the Tower of Babel because they 
were out of order. (See Genesis 11:1-9.) What were they doing? 
They were trying to get into heaven by a way that was not God's 
way, and they were thieves and robbers. (See John 10:1.) So He 
turned their language to confusion. There is a way into the king
dom of heaven, and it is through the blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

If you want this divine order in your life, if you want wisdom, 
you have to come to God believing. I want to impress upon you the 
fact-and I am learning it more every day-that if you ask six 
times for anything, just for the sake of asking, it shows you are an 
unbelieving person. If you really believe, you will ask God and 
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October 15 

know that He has abundance for your every need. But if you go 
right in the face of belief and ask six times, He knows very well 
that you do not mean what you ask, so you do not get it. 

If you would really get down to business about the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit and ask God once and definitely to fill you, believ
ing it, what would you do? You would begin to praise Him for it be
cause you would know He had given it. 

Ifyou ask God once for healing, you will get it. But if you ask a 
thousand times a day until you do not even know you are asking, 
you will get nothing. If you would ask God for your healing now 
and begin praising Him because He never breaks His word, you 
would go out of here perfect. "Only believe" (Mark 5:36). 

God wants to promote us. He wants us to get away from our 
own thoughts and our own foolishness, and get to a definite place, 
believing that He exists and that "He is a rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him" (Heb. 11:6). 

Have you reached the place where you dare to do this? Have 
you come to the place where you are no longer going to murmur 
when you are undergoing a trial? Are you going to go around 
weeping, telling people about it, or are you going to say, "Thank 
you, Lord, for putting me on the top"? 

A great number of ministers and evangelists do not get checks 
sent to them any longer because they didn't thank the donor for 
the last one. A thankful heart is a receiving heart. God wants to 
keep you in the place of constant believing. 

Keep on believing, Jesus is near, 

Keep on believing, there's nothing to fear; 

Keep on believing, this is the way, 

Faith in the night, the same as the day. 


Thought for today: God does not honor unbelief; He honors faith. 
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October 16 

Endure Temytation 
Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been 


approved, he will receive the crown oflife which the Lord 

has promised to those who love Him. 


-James 1:12 

ScrijJture reading: Psalm 139 

gJeoPle do not know what they are getting when they are in a 
great place of temptation. Temptation endured brings the 
"crown of life. " 

There is nothing outside of purity except what is sin. All un
belief is sin. God wants you to have a pure, active faith so that you 
will be living in an advanced place of believing God all the time, 
and so that you will be on the mountaintop and singing when other 
people are crying. 

I want to speak now about lust. I am not speaking about the 
base things, the carnal desires. I am not speaking so much about 
adultery, fornication, and such things, but I am speaking about 
what has turned you aside to some other thing instead of God. God 
has been offering you better things all the time, and you have 
missed them. 

There are three things in life, and I notice that many people 
are satisfied with just one of them. There is blessing in justifica
tion, there is blessing in sanctification, and there is blessing in the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. Salvation is a wonderful thing, and we 
know it. Sanctification is a process that takes us on to a higher 
level with God. Salvation, sanctification, and the fullness of the 
Spirit are processes. 

Many people are satisfied with "good"-that is, with salvation. 
Other people are satisfied with "better"-a sanctified life, purified 
by God. Still other people are satisfied with the "best"-the full
ness of God with revelation from on high. I am not satisfied with 
any of the three. I am only satisfied with the "best with improve
ment." 

So I come to you not with good, but better; not with better, but 
best; not with best, but best with improvement-going on with 
God. Why? Because "when desire has conceived, it gives birth to 
sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death" (James 
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1:15). When anything has taken me from God, it means death in 
someway. 

'When Jesus said to tbe disciples, "Tbe Son of Man will be put 
into the hands of sinners and crucified," Peter rebuked Him (see 
Matthew 16:21-22), but Jesus said, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are 
an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but 
the things ofmen " (v. 23). 

Anything that hinders me from denying myself and taking up 
my cross (v. 24) is of the Devil; anything that hinders me from be
ing separated unto God is of the Devil; and anything that hinders 
me from being purified every day is carnal, and it is death. So I im
plore you today to make certain that there is no lustful thing in you 

I
that would rob you of the glory. Then God will take you to the very ~i 

summit of the blessing where you can be increased day by day into ~I 

all His fullness. IThought for today: Do not neglect the Word of God. Take time to 
think about the Word of God; it is the only place of safety. 
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Unconditional Surrender 

Repent, for the kingdom ofheaven is at hand! 
-Matthew 3:2 

Scripture reading: 2 Peter 3:1-9 

ffJ entecost has made me rejoice in Jesus. God has been con
firming His power by His Holy Spirit. I have an intense 
yearning to see Pentecost, and I am not seeing it. I may feel 

a little ofthe glow, but what we need is a deeper work of the Holy 
Spirit in order for God's message to come full of life and power and 
sharper than a "two-edged sword" (Heb. 4:12). At Pentecost, Peter 
stood up in the power of the Holy Spirit, and three thousand people 
were saved. Not long after this, he preached again, and five thou
sand people were saved. ? 

I am positive that we are on the wrong side of the Cross. We talk 
about ~ye, love, love, but it ought to be repent, repent, repent. John 
the Baptist came, and his message was-"Repent." Jesus came with 
the same message: "Repent" (Matt. 4:17). The Holy Spirit came, and 
the message was the same: repent, repent, repent and believe. (See 
Acts 2:38.) What has all this to do with Pentecost? Everything! It is 
the secret of our failure. 

Daniel carried on his heart the burden of the people. He 
mourned for the captivity of Zion, he confessed his sin and the peo
ple's and he identified himself with Israel until God made him a 
flame of fire. (See Daniel 9.) The result: a remnant returned to Zion 
to walk in the despised way of obedience to God. 

Nehemiah was brokenhearted when he learned of the desola
tion of Jerusalem. He pleaded for months before God, confessing 
his sin and the sin of his people (see Nehemiah 1), and God opened 
the way, and the walls and gates of the city were built up. It is the 
spirit of deep repentance that is needed. 

Weeping is not repentance; sorrow is not repentance. Repen
tance is turning away from sin and doing the work of righteousness 
and holiness. What can we do to receive the baptism? Repent! 

Thought for today: The baptism of the Holy Spirit brings a deep 
repentance and a demolished and impoverished spirit. 
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Compassion for the Lost 
I heard the voice ofthe Lord, saying: "Whom shall I send, and who 

will go for Us?" Then I said, «Here am If Send me." 
-Isaiah 6:8 

Scripture reading: Isaiah 6 

§ s it possible, after we have been baptized with the Holy 
Spirit, to be satisfied with what we see? What made Jesus 
weep over Jerusalem? He had a heart of compassion. There 

are sin-sick souls everywhere. We need a baptism of love that goes-, to the bottom of the disease. We need to cry to God until He brings 
,/ us up to the "measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ" (Eph. 
);'-- 4: 13). 

Jesus told a parable about "a certain man [who] went down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves" (Luke 10:30) . 
Who among those who passed by and saw his predicament was his 
neighbor? The one who had mercy on him and helped him Cvv. 36
37). Are you awake to the great fact that God has given you eternal 
life? With the power God has put at your disposal, how can you rest 
as you look out upon your neighbors? How we have sinned against 
God! How we lack this spirit of compassion! Do we weep as we look 
out upon the unsaved? If not, we are not Pentecost-fulL Jesus was 
moved with compassion. Are you? 

We have not yet grasped the plight of the heathen. Since my 
only daughter went to Mrica, I have a little less dim idea of what it 
meant that God so loved the world that He gave Jesus (John 3:16) . 
God gave Jesus. What does that mean? Compassion. "You shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you" (Acts 1:8). 
If you have no power, you have not repented. You say, "That's hard 
language." It is truth. 

Who is your brother's keeper? (See Genesis 4:9.) Who is the 
son and heir? (See Galatians 4:7.) Are you salted? (See Matthew 
5:13.) Do you have a pure life? Don't be fooled; don't live in a false 
position. The world wants to know how to be saved, and power is at 
our disposaL Will we meet the conditions? God says, "If you will, I 

the Holy Spirit brings a deep 
~overished spirit. 

wilL" God will do it. 
Daniel knew the time in which he was living; he responded to 

God, and a nation was saved. Nehemiah met God's conditions for 
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his time, and the city was rebuilt. God has made the conditions. He 
will pour out His Spirit. 

Ifwe do not go on, we will have it to face. It may be up to us to 
bring the Gospel to the nations. We can win the world for Jesus. 
We can turn the tap on. What is the condition? It is unconditional 
surrender. '''Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' says the 
LORD of hosts" (Zech. 4:6). Depart from sin; holiness opens the 
windows of heaven. The Spirit of God will be poured out without 
measure, until the people say, "What must [we] do to be saved?" 
(Acts 16:30). 

Thought Jor today: With the baptism of the Holy Spirit comes a 
demolishing of the whole man and a compassion for the world. 
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Holy Boldness 
Now when they saw the boldness ofPeter and John, and perceived 

that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. 
And they realized that they had been with Jesus. 

-Acts 4:13 

Scripture reading: Acts 4:1-22 

(!) n the Day of Pentecost, "they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance" (Acts 2:4). What a lovely thought that 

the Holy Spirit had such sway that the words were all His! Jesus 
stands forth in the midst with such divine glory, and men are im
pelled, filled, and led so perfectly. Only He will meet the needs of 
the world. 

We see that there was something beautiful about Peter and 
John when we read that people "realized that they had been with 
Jesus." There was something so real, so after the order of the Mas
ter, about them. 

The one thing that was more marked than anything else in the 
life of Jesus was the fact that the people glorified God in Him. And 
when God is glorified and gets the right-of-way and the whole
hearted attention of His people, everyone is as He is, filled with 
God. Whatever it costs, it must be. Let it be so. Filled with God! 
The only thing that will help people is to speak the latest thing God 
has given us from the glory. 

There is nothing outside salvation. We are filled, immersed, 
clothed upon with the Spirit. There must be nothing felt, seen, or 
spoken about except the mighty power of the Holy Spirit. We are 
new creatures in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 5:17), baptized into a new 

. nature. "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his 
'{,~\..0lheart will flow rivers of living water" (John 7:38). We are in the 
\ world to meet the need, but we are not of the world or of its spirit. 

(See John 17:15-16.) We are "partakers of the divine nature" (2 
Pet. 1:4) to manifest the life of Jesus to the world. This is God in
carnate in humanity. 

Thought for today: The very life of the risen Christ is to be in eve
rything we are and do, moving us to do His will. 
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New Wine 
Others mocking said, "They are full of new wine." 

-Acts 2:13 

Scripture reading: Acts 2:13-41 

iS new wine has a freshness about it! It has a beauty about 
it! It has a quality about it! It creates in others the desire for ~the same taste. At Pentecost, some saw, but three thousand 

felt, tasted, and enjoyed. Some looked on; others drank with a new 
faith never before seen-a new manifestation, a new realization all 
divine, a new thing. It came straight from heaven, from the throne 
of the glorified Lord. It is God's purpose to fill us with that wine, to 
make us ready to burst forth with new rivers, with fresh energy, 
with no tired feeling. 

God manifested in the flesh-this is what we want, and it is 
what God wants. All the people said, "We have never seen anything 
like it." (See Acts 2:7-12.) The disciples rejoiced in its being new; 
others were "cut to the heart, [crying out] to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, 'Men and brethren, what shall we do?'" (v. 37). 

What shall we do? Believe! Stretch out! Press on! Let there be 
a new entering in, a new passion to have it. We must be beside our
selves; we must drink deeply of the new wine so that multitudes 
may be satisfied and find satisfaction too. 

The new wine must have a new wineskin-that is the neces
sity of a new vessel. (See Matthew 9:17.) If anything of the old is 
left, not put to death, destroyed, there will be a tearing and a 
breaking. The new wine and the, old vessel will not work in har
mony. It must be new wine and a new wineskin. Then there will be 
nothing to discard when Jesus comes. 

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. 
And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always 
be with the Lord. (1 Thess. 4:16-17) 

The Spirit is continually working within us to change us until 
the day when we will be like Him: 
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[The Lord Jesus Christ] will transform our lowly body that it 
may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the work
ing by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself 

(Phil. 3:21) 

I desire that all ofyou be so filled with the Spirit, so hungry, so 
thirsty, that nothing will satisfy you but seeing Jesus. We are to get 
more thirsty every day, more dry every day, until the floods come 
and the Master passes by, ministering to us and through us the 
same life, the same inspiration, so that "as He is, so are we in this 
world" (1 John 4:17). 

When Jesus became the sacrifice for man, He was in great dis
tress, but it was accomplished. It meant "vehement cries and tears" 
(Heb. 5:7); it meant the cross manward but the glory heavenward. 
Glory descending on a cross! Truly, "great is the mystery of godli
ness" (1 Tim. 3:16). He cried, "It is finished!" (John 19:30). Let the 
cry never be stopped until the heart of Jesus is satisfied, until His 
plan for humanity is reached in the sons of God being manifested 
(Rom. 8:19) and in the earth being "filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea" (Hab. 2:14). Amen. 
Amen. Amen . 

Thought for tOday: Our end is God's beginning. 
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Guard against Error 
No one speaking by the Spirit ofGod calls Jesus accursed, and no 

one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 
-1 Corinthians 12:3 

Scripture reading: John 13:1-20 

any evil, deceiving spirits have been sent forth in these 
last days who endeavor to rob Jesus of His lordship and~of His rightful place. Many people are opening the doors 

to these latest devils, such as New Theology and New Thought and 
Christian Science. These evil cults deny the fundamental truths of 
God's Word. They all deny eternal punishment and the deity of Je
sus Christ. You will never see the baptism of the Holy Spirit come 
upon a person who accepts these errors. Nor will you see anyone 
receive the baptism who puts Mary in the place of the Holy Spirit. 
No one can know he is saved by works. If you ever speak to some
one who believes this, you will know that he is not definite on the 
matter of the new birth. He cannot be. And there is another thing: 
you will never find a Jehovah's Witness baptized in the Holy Spirit. 
The same is true for a member of any other cult who does not be
lieve that the Lord Jesus Christ is preeminent. 

The all-important thing is to make Jesus Lord of your life. 
Men can become lopsided by emphasizing the truth of divine heal
ing. Men can get into error by preaching on water baptism all the 
time. But we never go wrong in exalting the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
giving Him the preeminent place and glorifying Him as both Lord 
and Christ, yes, as "very God of very God." As we are filled with 
the Holy Spirit, our one desire is to glorify Him. We need to be 
filled with the Spirit to get the full revelation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

God's command is for us to "be filled with the Spirit" (Eph. 
5:18). We are no good if we only have a full cup. We need to have an 
overflowing cup all the time. It is a tragedy not to live in the full
ness of overflowing. See that you never live below the overflowing 
tide. 

Thought for today: Jesus is the Baptizer. As soon as you are ready, 
He will fill you. 

460 

Gr~:. 

All Scripture is given ~ -, 
instruction in righteoz, 

thorough:, 

Gveryone who 
great p?ssibiliti~~ _ 
posseSSIOns, not 

things that are to come 
equip you for every E-=::::'1 
equipped is that they c: = ::J.: 
They are timid and :~.~: 
doubt, they go down. ::: 
doubt, it will lead yo'.: 
grace, and you will hs.-':' 
power that reveals t1:s- ....--= 
you. 

Many believers r=...~-' 

spiritually, but they r.i:.' :l 

come in and make yc..: :"::.J 

struggle to maintain ~ ~- :-:; 
desires to beat us OUT -: -_ 

association and onene::;:: .-::; 
fect confidence all tl::e : _-=:"! 

up and provoke one 8L : :.:~ 

The Pentecostal ~-:--:::.t!! 
know that we have t:.~ ~ 
moved upon by the 3::-=-=
mean by "stirring U}: :.::::: : 

faith within us-it is ::.:: ~ 

Thought for today: -=-~:: ~ 
day for his experiencE. :.: - -:;; 
the Holy Spirit is in t~ .:=. 


	October1a
	October1b
	October2
	October3
	October4a
	October4b
	October5
	October6a
	October6b
	October7a
	October7b
	October8
	October9
	October10a
	October10b
	October11
	October12
	October13
	October14a
	October14b
	October15a
	October15b
	October16
	October16b
	October17a
	October17b
	October18a
	October18b
	October19
	October20
	October21
	October22a
	October22b
	October23
	October24
	October25a
	October25b
	October26a
	October26b
	October27
	October28a
	October28b
	October29
	October30a
	October30b
	October31

