
January 1 

God's plan Is Best 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways 
higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts. 

-Isaiah 55:9 

Scripture reading: Genesis 28:10-22 

::£ooking back on our spiritual journeys, we will see that we 
have held on to our own way too much of the time. When 
we come to the end of ourselves, God can begin to take con

trol. The Scripture asks, "Can two walk together, unless they are 
agreed?" (Amos 3:3). We cannot enter into the profound truths of 
God until we relinquish control, for "flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption" (1 
Cor. 15:50). 

Jacob's name means "supplanter." When Jacob came to the 
end of his plans, God had a better plan. How slow we are to see 
that there is a better way. 

The glory is never so wonderful as when we realize our help
lessness, throw down our sword, and surrender our authority to 
God. Jacob was a diligent worker, and he would go through any 
hardship if he could have his own way. In numerous situations, he 
had his way; all the while, he was ignorant of how gloriously God 
had preserved him from calamity. 

God has a plan beyond anything that we have ever known. He 
has a plan for every individual life, and if we have any other plan in 
view, we miss the grandest plan of alL Nothing in the past is equal 
to the present, and nothing in the present can equal the things of 
tomorrow. Tomorrow should be so filled with holy expectations 
that we will be living flames for Him. God never intended His peo
ple to be ordinary or commonplace. His intentions were that they 
should be on fire for Him, conscious of His divine power, realizing 
the glory of the Cross that foreshadows the crown. 

Jacob and his mother had a plan to secure the birthright and 
the blessing, but God planned the ladder and the angels. Isaac, Ja
cob's father, agreed that Jacob should go "to Padan Aram, to the 
house of Bethuel [his] mother's father" (Gen. 28:2). On his way 
there, Jacob rested his head on a stone. In his dream, he saw a 
"ladder .. .and its top reached to heaven" (v. 12). Above the ladder, 
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Jacob saw God and heard Him say, "The land on which you lie 1 
will give to you and your descendants" (v. 13). He also heard God 
tell him, "I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and 
will bring you back to this land; for 1 will not leave you JJ (v. 15). 
What a good thing for Jacob that in the middle of carrying out his 
own plan, God found him at the right place. The trickery to obtain 
the birthright had not been the honorable thing to do, but here at 
Bethel, he found that God was with him. 

Many things may happen in our lives, but when the veil is 
lifted and we see the glory of God, His tender compassion covers us 
all the time. How wonderful to be where God is. Jacob experi
enced twenty-one years of wandering, fighting, and struggling. 
Listen to his conversation with his wives: "Your father has de
ceived me and changed my wages ten times, but God did not allow 
him to hurt me" (Gen. 31:7). To his father-in-law, Jacob said, 

Unless the God of my father ... had been with me, surely now 

you would have sent me away empty-handed. God has seen my 

affliction and the labor of my hands. (Gen. 31:42) 


There is a way that God establishes. In our human planning, 
we may experience blessings of a kind, but we also undergo trials, 
hardships, and barrenness that God would have kept from us if we 
had followed His way. I realize through the anointing of the Holy 
Spirit that there is a freshness, aglow, a security in God where you 
can know that God is with you all the time. There is a place to 
reach where all that God has for us can flow through us to a needy 
world all the time. 

Thought for today: There is a good; there is a better; but God has 
a best, a higher standard for us than we have yet attained. It is a 

illlll'better thing if it is God's plan and not ours. 
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Equipped with Power 

Seek out from among you seven men ofgood reputation, 
full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint 

over this business. 
-Acts 6:3 

Scripture reading: Acts 6:1-10 

gj uring the time of the inauguration of the church, the disci
ples were pressured by many responsibilities. The practical 
things of life could not be attended to, and many were 

complaining concerning the neglect of their widows. Therefore, the 
disciples decided to choose seven men to do the work of caring for 
the needs of these widows-men who were "full of the Holy Spirit. " 
What a divine thought. No matter what kind of work was to be 
done, however menial it may have been, the person chosen had to 
be "full of the Holy Spirit. " The plan of the church was that every
thing, even everyday routines, must be sanctified to God, for the 
church had to be a Holy Spirit church. Beloved, God has never or
dained anything less. 

The heritage of the church is to be so equipped with power 
that God can lay His hand upon any member at any time to do His 
perfect will. There is no stopping point in the Spirit-filled life. We 
begin at the Cross, the place of disgrace, shame, and death, and 
that very death brings the power of resurrection life. Then, being 
filled with the Holy Spirit, we go on "from glory to glory" (2 Cor. 
3:18). Let us not forget that possessing the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit means that there must be an ever increasing holiness. People 
know when the tide is flowing; they also know when it is ebbing . 
How the church needs divine anointing. It needs to see God's pres
ence and power so evidenced that the world will recognize it. 

Thought for today: When we please God in our daily service, we 
will always find that everyone who is faithful in the little things, 
God will make ruler over much (Matt. 25:21). 
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Above the Ordinary 
They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit. 

-Acts 6:5 

Scripture reading: Acts 6:8-15; 7:55-60 

rJ od has privileged us in Christ Jesus to live above the ordinary 
human plane of life. Those who want to be ordinary and live 
on a lower plane can do so, but as for me, I will not. The same 

anointing, the same zeal, the same Holy Spirit power is at our 
command as it was at the command of Stephen and the apostles. 
We have the same God that Abraham and Elijah had, and we do 
not need to lag behind in receiving any gift or grace. We may not 
possess all the gifts as abiding gifts, 2..Y1 as we are full of the Holy 
Spirit and divine anointing, it is possible, when there is a need. for 
God to make evident every gift of the Spirit through us asJ~e maL 
choose. 

Stephen, an ordinary man, became extraordinary under the 
Holy Spirit's anointing until, in many ways, he stands supreme 
among the apostles. "And Stephen, full of faith and power, did 
great wonders and signs among the people" (Acts 6:8). As we go 
deeper in God, He enlarges our capacity for understanding and 
places before us a wide-open door. It is not surprising that this man 
chosen to serve tables was later called to a higher plane. 

You may ask, "What do you mean? Did he stop taking care of 
his responsibilities?" No, but he was lost in the power of God. He 
lost sight of everything in the natural and steadfastly fixed his gaze 
on Jesus, "the author and finisher of our faith" (Reb. 12:2), until 
he was transformed into a shining light in the kingdom of God. 
May we be awakened to believe His Word and to understand the 
mind of the Spirit, for there is an inner place of purity where we 
can see God. Stephen was an ordinary person, but he was in the 
place where God could move him so that he, in turn, could affect 
those around him. He began in a humble place and ended in a blaze 
of glory. Dare to believe Christ. 

Thought for toJay: Chosen for menial service, Stephen became 
mighty for God. 
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Opportunity for Action 

Whatever you do, do all to the glory ofGod. 
-1 Corinthians 10:31 

Scripture reading: Proverbs 15:28-16:9 

mn a ship one day, some people said to me, "We are going to 
have a program. Would you be a participant in the enter
tainment?" 

I replied, "Come in a quarter of an hour, and I will tell you." 
They came round again and said, "Are you ready?" 
"Yes," 1 told them, "I have got a clear witness that 1 have to be 

in the entertainment." 
So they said to me, "What can you do?" 
"I can sing," 1 offered. 
They said, "Where would you like to be scheduled in the enter

tainment? We are going to have a dance." 
1 said, "Put me down just before the dance." 
1 went to the entertainment, and when 1 saw the clergymen 

trying to please the people, it turned me to prayer. My turn came, 
and 1 went up to the piano with my "Redemption Songs." When 
the lady saw the music, she said, "I cannot play this kind of music." 

1 said, "Be at peace, young lady. 1 have music and words in
side." So 1 sang: 

If I could only tell Him as I know Him, 
My Redeemer who has brightened all my way; 
If I could tell how precious is His presence, 
I am sure that you would make Him yours today. 
Could 1 tell it, Could I tell it, 
How the sunshine of His presence lights my way. 
I would tell it, I would tell it, 
And I'm sure that you would make Him yours today. 

1 sang the song, and when 1 finished, the people said, "You 
have spoiled the dance." Well, 1 was there for that purpose, to spoil 
the dance. From the least to the greatest, they were weeping. They 
never had a dance, but they had a prayer meeting. Six young men 
were saved by the power of God in my cabin. 
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A preacher came to me afterwards and said, "How dare you 
sing that?" "Why," I said, "how dare I not sing it?" It was my op
portunity. He was going to India, and when he got there, he wrote 
in his periodical and mailed it to England. He said, "I did not seem 
to have any chance to preach the Gospel, but there was a plumber 
on board who seemed to have plenty of opportunities to preach to 
everybody. He said things that continue to stick with me. He told 
me that the book of Acts was written only because the apostles 
acted." 

You see, I was in the drama of acting in the name of Jesus. 
And so that opened the door and provided me a place that I could 
speak all the time. The door was open in every way. Glory to God! 

Thought Jor today; You are in the right position when you allow 
the glory of the new life to cause you to act. Live in the Acts of the 
Apostles, and every day you will see some miracle worked by the 
power of the living God. 
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Alone with God 
Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled 

with him until the breaking ofday. 
-Genesis 32:24 

Scripture reading: Psalm 62:5--63:4 

J acob was given time to think. Oh, to be left alone with God! 
In the context of the Scripture, we read that several things 
had preceded his being alone. His wives and his children had 

been sent ahead. His sheep, oxen, camels, and donkeys had gone 
ahead. He was alone . 

Often, you will find that you are left alone. Whether you like it 
or not, you will be left alone as Jacob was left alone. His wives 
could not make atonement for him; his children could not make 
atonement for him; his money was useless to help him. 

What made Jacob come to that place of loneliness, weakness, 
and knowledge of himself? He recalled the grace with which God 
had met him twenty-one years before, when he saw the ladder and 
the angels and heard the voice of God: "Behold, I am with you and 
will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; 
for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you" 
(Gen. 28:15). He remembered God's mercy and grace. 

He was returning to meet his brother Esau, who had become 
very rich. Esau had been blessed abundantly in the things of this 
world. He had authority and power to take all that Jacob had and 
to take vengeance upon him. Jacob knew this. He also knew that 
there was only one way of deliverance. What was it? Only God 
could keep Jacob safe. God had met him twenty-one years before 
when he had left home empty-handed. Now, he was returning with 
wives, children, and goods, but he was lean in soul and impover
ished in spirit. Jacob said to himself, "If I do not get a blessing 
from God, I can never meet Esau," and he made up his mind he 
would not go on until he knew that he had favor with God. Jacob 
was left alone. Unless we get alone with God, we will surely perish. 
God intervenes when conflict exists. The way of revelation is plain. 
The Holy Spirit's plan is so clear that we have to sa:;: God was in it 

all. 
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Jacob was left alone. He knelt alone. The picture is so real to 
me. Alone! He began to think. He thought about the ladder and the 
angels. I think as he began to pray, his tongue stuck to the roof of 
his mouth. Jacob had to get rid of a lot of things. It had all been 
Jacob! As he got alone with God, he knew it. If you get alone with 
God, you will find it to be a place of revelation. Jacob was left alone, 
alone with God. We stay too long with our relations, our camels, 
and our sheep. Jacob was left alone. Hour after hour passed. He 
began to feel the presence of God, but he still had not received the 
desired blessing. 

Jacob said, "I will not let You go unless You bless me!" (Gen. 
32:26). And God blessed him: "Your name shall no longer be called 
Jacob, but Israel" (v. 28). The change of Jacob to Israel was won
derful! Israel! Victory all the time! God is building all the time. God 
is sufficient all the time. Now Jacob had power over the cattle, 
power over Esau, power over the world. All was in subjection as he 
came out of the great night of trial. The sun rose upon him. Dh, 
that God may take us on in the same way. 

Thought for today: God intends for people to be severed by the 
force of His power, so hold fast; He will never let go. If we let go, we 
will fall short. 

"l1li .. 
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The Way to Victory 
Hold fast to the LORD your God. 

-Joshua 23:8 

Scripture reading: Genesis 32:24-33:11 

§ f God is ever disappointed when you wait in His presence, it . 
will be because you are not fervent. If you are not serious 
and intense, you disappoint God. If God is with you and you 

know it, be in earnest. Pray and believe: "Hold fast the confidence 
and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end" (Heb. 3:6). If you do 
not, you disappoint God. 

Jacob was that way. God said, "You are not real enough; you 
are not hot enough; you are too ordinary; you are no good to Me 
unless you are filled with zeal-white hot!" The Angel of the Lord 
said, "Let Me go, for the day breaks" (Gen. 32:26). Jacob knew if 
God went without blessing him, he could not meet Esau. Ifyou are 
left alone with God and you cannot get to a place of victory, it is a 
terrible time. You must never let go, whatever you are seeking
fresh revelation, light for your path, some particular need-never 
let go. Victory is ours if we are earnest enough. 

You must always master that with which you are wrestling. If 
darkness covers you, if a fresh revelation is what you need, or if 
your mind needs to be relieved, always get the victory. God says 
you are not earnest enough. You say, "The Word does not say 
that." But it was in God's mind. In wrestling, the strength is in the 
neck, chest, and thigh; the thigh is the source of strength. So God 
touched Jacob's thigh. With that strength gone, defeat is sure. 
What did Jacob do? He hung on. 

Jacob said, "I will not let You go unless You bless me!" (v. 26). 
And God blessed him: "Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, 
but Israel" (v. 28). The change of Jacob to Israel was wonderful! 
::-.Jow Jacob had power. 

What happened after that? Read how God blessed and honored 
him. Esau met him. There was no fighting now. What a blessed 
state of grace! They kissed each other: "When a man's ways please 
the LORD, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him" 
[Provo 16:7). 

"What about all these cattle, Jacob?" 
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"Oh, they are a present." 
"I have plenty; I don't want your cattle. What a joy it is to see 

your face again!" 
What a wonderful change! Who caused it? God. 
Could Jacob hold God? Can you hold God? Yes, you can. Sin

cerity can hold Him, dependence can hold Him, weakness can hold 
Him, for "when [you are] weak, then [you are] strong" (2 Cor. 
12:10). I'll tell you what cannot hold Him: self-righteousness can
not hold Him; pride cannot hold Him; assumption cannot hold 
Him; high-mindedness cannot hold Him-thinking you are some
thing when you are nothing, puffed up in your imagination. You 
can hold Him in your prayer closet, in the prayer meeting, every
where: "If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in 
to him and dine with him, and he with Me" (Rev. 3:20). 

Can you hold Him? You may sometimes think that He has left 
you. Oh, no! He does not leave Jacob, Israel. What changed his 
name? Jacob obtained the blessing because of the favor of God and 
his yieldedness to God's will. God's Spirit was working in him to 
bring him to a place of helplessness. God worked to bring him to 
Bethel, the place of victory. Jacob remembered Bethel, and through 
all the trying circumstances, he had kept his vow. (See Genesis 
28:20-22.) When we make vows and keep them, God helps us and 
leads us to victory. 

Thought Jor today: Let us in all our seeking see that we have the 
favor of God. Keep His commandments. Walk in the Spirit. Be ten
derhearted and lovable. If we do these things, our ministry will be a 
blessing to others. 
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The Living Wort! 
When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes 
followed Him. And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, 

saying, "Lord, if You are wilJing, You can make me clean." Then 
Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, "I am willing; be 

cleansed." Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 
-Matthew 8:1-3 

Scripture reading: Isaiah 53:1-11 

W hen I read these words, my heart is moved, for I realize 
that Jesus is just as much present with us as He was in 
Jerusalem when He walked the earth. How it changes our 

whole nature as we comprehend what Jesus meant when He said, 
"You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal 
life; and these are they which testify ofMe" (John 5:39). This living 
Word is not given to us just because of the narratives or the won
derful parables that Jesus taught, but so that we, through it, might 
be changed. Beloved, His presence is so remarkable that if we will 
but call on Him, believing that He has the power to give eternal life 
at His command, we will be changed in body, soul, and spirit. 

When Jesus was on earth and beheld suffering humanity, He 
was moved with compassion. He met the most difficult problems; 
one of the hardest conditions to meet was leprosy. The moment 
that leprosy was pronounced upon a person, it meant that he was 
doomed. Just as there was no remedy at that time for a leper, there 
is no earthly power that can deliver us from sin. Leprosy was the 
disease that had a death sentence, and sin means death to the 
spiritual man unless it is cleansed by the blood of Jesus. Here was 
a leper with the seal of death on him, and there was only one hope. 
What was it? If he could come to Jesus, he would be healed. But 
how could a leper come to Jesus? When a leper came near other peo
ple, he had to cry out: "Unclean! Unclean!" (Lev. 13:45)-80 how could 
a leper ever get near to Jesus? 

The difficulty was tremendous, but when faith lays hold, im
possibilities must yield. When we touch the Divine and believe God, 
sins will be forgiven; diseases will go; circumstances will change. I 
can almost read the thoughts of the people as they passed by the 
leper: "You poor leper! If you had been where we were, you would 
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have seen the most remarkable things happen, for people were de
livered from all kinds of diseases today." The leper might have 
asked, "Where were you?" They would have answered, "We have 
been with Jesus!" Oh, the thrill oflife when we have been with Je
sus. 

Let me give you a little picture. Every night when Jesus left 
the disciples and made His way up the mountainside, they would 
watch Him as far as the eye could see, until He disappeared. On 
the next day, the crowds would gather and watch for His ap
pearing. They were so taken up with watching for Jesus that when 
they saw Him coming down the mountain, they could not keep 
quiet. Their hearts were full of the thought of seeing Him, but 
where was the leper? The leper, too, had come, but the eyes of the 
people were not on the leper now. They were watching for Jesus. 
The leper kept close to the crowd, and as Jesus drew nearer, he be
gan his chant, "Unclean! Unclean!" 

The crowd immediately moved away from him, leaving the 
path clear for the leper to be the first to get to Jesus. No one could 
turn him back. Noone could stop a man whose heart was set on 
reaching Jesus. No power on earth can stop a sinner from reaching 
the side of the Master, if he has faith that will not be denied. Per
haps some have awful diseases in their bodies, or their souls are far 
away from God. They have been prayed for, and have prayed them
selves, but the thing is not removed, and they are in the place 
where the leper was. He knew that Jesus could heal him. All he 
had to do was get close enough to Jesus. 

Jesus makes one great sweeping statement from that day to 
this as He says, "1 am willing; be cleansed." Immediately, the 
man's leprosy was cleansed. 

Thought for today; When you are in the place God wants you to 
be, you will be healed. 
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Faith's Commanding Position 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence ofthings not seen. 

-Hebrews 11:1 

Scripture reading: Psalm 20 

gJaul related his conversion many times over, and I believe it 
is good to rehearse what God has done for you. I have been 
privileged to travel to every part ofthe world and have seen 

that God has arranged a plan for me. I said to my congregation, 
"The Lord is moving me to go out through the States and Canada." 
When the Lord told me, I said, "Lord, You have three things to do: 
You have to find money for home and find money to go, and You 
have to give me a real change, for You know that sometimes my 
mind or memory is no good at all to me." 

Right away money came from allover, and I said, "It is true 
God is sending me. I already have fifty pounds." My son George 
said, "Father, Mother's gone to heaven, and you are leaving us; 
what will we do?" I said, "George, you open the next letter." In it 
was twenty-five pounds. He saw that God would provide. 

I went to Liverpool, and a man said, "Here is five pounds for 
you." When I was on the ship, a poorly dressed lady gave me a red 
sugar bag, and there were twenty-five gold coins in it. Just as I was 
getting on the ship, a man came and gave me a book and said, 
"There is a page for every day in the year." And the Lord said to 
me, "Put down everything that takes place in the month." I did so, 
and I had a memory like an encyclopedia. You see, I never learned 
geography, and God sent me allover the world to see it. 

Do not fail to claim your holy position-the commanding posi
tion of faith-so that you will overcome the power of the DeviL The 
best time you have is when you are in the most difficult position. 

Thought for today: Ask God to give you the grace to use the faith 
you have. God will work the miracle if you dare to stand upon the 
Word. 
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Testimony of Faith 
"What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?" 

Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work ofGod, 
that you believe in Him whom He sent. " 

-John 6:28-29 

Scripture reading: Psalm 4 

§ was healed of appendicitis, because of faith based on the 
knowledge of the experience of faith. When I have minis
tered to others, God has met and answered according to His 

will. We know that God will not fail us when we believe and trust 
in His power. The centurion had this faith when he said to Jesus, 
"Speak a word, and my servant will be healed" (Matt. 8:8). Jesus 
answered him, '''Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be 
done for you.' And his servant was healed that same hour" (v. 13). 

In one place where I was staying, a young man came in telling 
us that his sweetheart was dying; there was no hope. I said, "Only 
believe." This was faith based on knowledge. I knew that what God 
had done for me He could do for her. We went to the house. Her 
sufferings were terrible to witness. I said, "In the name of Jesus, 
come out of her." She cried, "Mother, Mother, I am well." Then I 
said that the only way to make us believe it was for her to get up 
and dress. Soon she came down dressed. The doctor came in and 
examined her carefully. He said, "This is of God; this is the finger 
of God." It was faith based on knowledge. 

If I were to receive a check for a thousand pounds and knew 
only imperfectly the character of the man who sent it, I would be 
careful of him. I would not rely on the money until the check was 
honored. Jesus, on the other hand, did great works because of His 
knowledge of His Father. He knew He could count on the character 
of God. Faith begets knowledge, fellowship, and communion. Ifyou 
see imperfect faith, full of doubt, a wavering condition, it always 
comes because of imperfect knowledge. 

Thought for today: God is more eager to answer than we are to 
ask. 
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January 10 

Victdry over Difficult Circumstances 

He is able even to subdue all things to Himself 
-Philippians 3:21 

Scripture reading: Matthew 4:16-25 

!Jhave come across several mental cases. How difficult they 
are naturally, but how easy for God to deal with. One lady 
came saying, "Just over the way there is a young man terri

bly affiicted, with no rest day or night." I went with a very imper
fect knowledge as to what I had to do, but in the weak places, God 
helps our infirmities. I rebuked the demon in the name of Jesus, 
and then I said, "I'll come again tomorrow." The next day when I 
went, he was quite well and with his father in the field. 

Fifty miles away, there was a fine young man, twenty-five 
years of age. He had lost his reason, could have no communication 
with his mother, and was always wandering up and down. I knew 
God was waiting to bless. I cast out the demon power and heard 
later that he had become quite well. 

Thus the blessed Holy Spirit takes us on from one place to an
other. So many things happen; I live in heaven on earth. Do not 
wait for inspiration if you are in need; the Holy Spirit is available, 
and you can have perfect deliverance. 

I was taken to three persons, one in the care of an attendant. 
As I entered the room, there was a terrible din and quarreling. It 
was such a noise it seemed as if all the powers of hell were stirred. I 
had to wait for God's time. The Holy Spirit rose in me at the right 
time, and the three were delivered. That night, they were singing 
praises to God. 

Christ is the same today. When He reigns in you, you know 
how to obey and how to work in conjunction with His will, His 
power, His light, and His life. When we have faith based on knowl
edge, we know He has come. "You shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you" (Acts 1:8). God is with the person 
who dares to stand upon His Word. 

Thought for toJay: How bountiful God is when we depend on Himl 
He gives us enough to spare for others. 
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Faith Based on Know{edge 
Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work ofGod, that 

you believe in Him whom He sent." 
-John 6:29 

Scripture reading: Luke 9:1-11 

§ remember a person who had not been able to smell any
thing for four years. I said, "You will smell now if you be
lieve." She went about smelling everything and was quite 

excited. The next day she gave her testimony. 
Another came and asked, "Is it possible for God to heal my 

ears?" The eardrums had been removed. I said, "Only believe." She 
went down into the audience in great distress; others were healed, 
but she could not hear. The next night she came again. She said, "I 
am going to believe tonight." The glory fell. The first time she 
came feeling; the second time she came believing. 

At one place, there was a man anointed with oil for a rupture. 
He came the next night and rose in the meeting saying, "This man 
is an impostor. He is deceiving the people. He told me last night I 
was healed; I am worse than ever today." I spoke to the evil power 
that held the man and rebuked it, telling the man he was indeed 
healed. He was a stonemason. The next day, he testified to lifting 
heavy weights and that God had met him. "By His stripes we are 
healed .... And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity ofus all" (Isa. 
53:5-6). He was against the Word of God, not me. 

"'What shall we do, that we may work the works ofGod? , Jesus 
answered and said to them, This is the work of God, that you be
lieve in Him whom He sentJ> (John 6:28-29). Anything else? Yes. 
He took our infirmities and healed all our diseases. I myself am a 
marvel of healing. If I fail to glorify God, the stones will cry out. 
(See Luke 19:37-40.) Salvation is for alL Healing is for all. The 
baptism of the Holy Spirit is for all. 

Consider yourselves dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
(Rom. 6:11). By His grace you will get the victory every time. It is 
possible to live a holy life. I 

Thought for today: The Holy Spirit has the latest news from the 
Godhead and has designed for us the right place at the right time. 
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January 11 

The Fu[[n(ss of His Word 
Faith is the substance of things hoped for, 

the evidence of things not seen. 
-Hebrews 11:1 

Scripture reading: Hebrews 11:1-10 

W e may be in a very low ebb of the tide, but it is good to be 
in a place where the tide can rise. Everything depends on 
our being filled with the Holy Spirit. If He can only get us 

in readiness for His plan to be worked out, it will be wonderful. 
Everything depends on our believing God. If we are saved, it is 

only because God's Word says so. We cannot rest upon our feelings. 
We cannot do anything without a living faith. It is surely God Him
self who comes to us in the person of His beloved Son and 
strengthens us so that we realize that our bodies are surrounded 
by His power. All things are possible for us in God. 

God purposes that we might be on the earth to manifest His 
glory, that every time satanic power is confronted, God might be 
able to say of us as He did of Job, "Wbat do you think about him?" 
(See Job 1:8.) The joy of the Lord can be so clearly evidenced in us 
that we will be filled with God and able to rebuke the Devil. 

God has shown me in the night watches that everything that is 
not of faith is sin (Rom. 14:23). God wants to bring us into har
mony with His will so that we will see that if we do not believe all 
of the Word of God, something in us is not purely sanctified to ac
cept the fullness of His Word. Many people put their human wis
dom in the place of God, and God is not able to give the best 
because the human is confronting God in such a way. God is not 
able to get the best through us until the human will is dissolved. 

People say, "I want things to be tangible. I want something to 
appeal to my human reasoning." My response is that everything 
that you cannot see is eternal. Everything you see now will fade 
away and will be consumed, but what you cannot see, what is more 
real than you, is the substance of all things: God in the human 
soul, mightier than you by a million times. 

Thought for today: There is nothing we can come short of if the 
Holy Spirit is the prime mover in our thoughts and lives, for He 
has a plan greater than ours. 
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Faith at Work 
He ... gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping ofthe saints 

for the work ofministry ... till we all come to the unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge ofthe Son ofGod. 

-Ephesians 4: 11-13 

Scripture reading: Ephesians 4:7-5:1 

JIlman traveled with me from Montreal to Vancouver and 
then on ship to New Zealand. He was a dealer of race
horses. It seemed he could not leave me. He was frivolous 

and talked about races, but he could not keep up his end of the 
conversation. I did not struggle to keep my end up because mine is 
a living power. No person who has Jesus as the inward power of his 
body needs to tremble when Satan comes around. All he has to do 
is to "stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD" (Exod. 14:13). 

This man entered into a good deal of frivolity and talk of this 
world. Coming upon a certain island of the Fiji group, we all dis
embarked, and God gave me wonderful liberty in preaching. The 
man came back afterwards; he did not go to meet his racing and 
card-playing chums; instead, He came stealing back to the ship. 
With tears in his eyes, he said, "I am dying. I have been bitten by a 
snake." His skin had turned to a dark green, and his leg was swol
len. "Can you help me?" he asked. 

If we only knew the power of God! If we are in a place of sub
stance, of reality, of ideal purpose, it is not human; we are dealing 
with almightiness. I have a present God. I have a living faith, and 
the living faith is the Word. The Word is life, and the Lord is "the 
same yesterday, today, and forever" (Heb. 13:8). Placing my hands 
upon the serpent bite, I said, "In the name of Jesus, come out!" He 
looked at me, and the tears came. The swelling went down before 
his eyes, and he was perfect in a moment. 

Yes, "faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen" (Heb. 11:1). Faith is what came into me when I 
believed. I was born of the incorruptible Word by the living virtue, 
life, and personality of God. I was instantly changed from nature to 
grace. I became a servant of God, and I became an enemy of un-j 
righteousness. 
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The Holy Spirit wants us to clearly understand that we are a 
million times bigger than we know. Most Christians have no con
ception of what they are. Oh, that God would bring us into divine 
attractiveness by His almightiness so that all our bodies would 
wake up to resurrection force, to the divine, inward flow of eternal 
power coursing through our human frames. 

God took you into pavilion and began to clothe you and 
give you the gifts of the Spirit. He did this so that in that ministry, 
by the power of God, you would bring all the church into the per
fect possession of the fullness of Christ. Oh, the wonder of it! Oh, 
the adaptability of His equipment! 

I believe God wants something to be in you that could never be 
unless you cease to live for yourself. God wants you to live for Him, 
to live for others. But, oh, to have the touch of God! Beloved, the 
Holy Spirit is the Comforter. The Holy Spirit did not come to speak 
of Himself, but He came to unveil Him who said, "Take My yoke 
upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls" (Matt. 11:29). The Holy Spirit 
came to thrill you with resurrection power, and He came so that 
you would be anointed with fresh oil that overflows in the splendor 
of His almightiness. Then right through you will come forth a river 
of divine anointing that will sustain you in the bitterest place. It 
will give life to the deadest formality and say to the weak, "Be 
strong," and to them who have no might, "The Lord of Hosts is 
here to comfort you." (See Isaiah 40:29; Zechariah 1:17.) Possibility 
is the greatest thing of your life. 

Thought for today: God wants us to be like the rising of the sun, 
filled with the rays of heaven, all the time beaming forth the glad
ness of the Spirit of the Almighty. 
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Faith Is the Victory 
This is the victory that has overcome the world; our faith. 

-1 John 5:4 

Scripture reading: 1 John 5:4-15 

When I was ministering to the sick, a man came who was 
shriveled and weakened; his cheek bones were sticking 
out, his eyes sunken, and his neck all shriveled. He was 

just a form of a man. He whispered, for he could only speak with a 
weak voice, "Can you help me?" 

I asked "What is it?" He said that he had had surgery to remove 
stomach cancer. As a result of the operation, he could not swallow. 

He said, "I have tried to take some juice today, but it would 
not go down." He whispered, "I have a hole in my stomach. As I 
pour liquid in through a tube, my stomach receives that. I have 
been living this way for three months." 

You could call it a shadow of life he was living. Could I help 
him? Look! This Book can help anybody. This Book is the essence 
of life .. God moves !!§1 you believe. This Book is the Word of God. 
Could I help him? I said, "On the authority of this Word, this night 
you will have a big supper." 

But he said he could not eat. "Do as I tell you," I answered. 
"How can it be?" 
"It is time," I said, "to go and eat a good supper." He went 

home and told his wife. 
She could not understand it. She said, "You cannot eat. You 

cannot swallow." 
But he whispered, "The man said I had to do it." He became 

hungry and ventured, "I will try it." His wife prepared his supper. 
He took a mouthful, and it went down just as easy as possible. He 
went on eating food until he was fulL Then he and his wife had one 
of the best times of their lives. The next morning he was so full of 
joy because he had eaten again. He looked down out of curiosity to 
see the hole and found that God had closed it up! 

But you ask, Can He do it for me? Yes, if you believe it. Let 
God have His way. Touch God now. Faith is the victory. 

Thought for today: The Word of God is marrow to your bones. It is 
resurrection from every weakness; it is life from the dead. 
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The FounJation of Faith 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made through Him, and without Him 
nothing was made that was made. 

-John 1:1-3 

Scripture reading: Luke 6:27-49 

!Jf we are ever going to make any progress in the divine life, 
we will have to have a real foundation. There is no founda
tion except the foundation of faith for us. All our actions and 

that ever will come to us that is of any importance will be be
cause we have a Rock. If you are on the Rock, no power can move 
you. In any area or principle of your faith, you must have some-

established in you to bring it forth. There is no establishment 
outside God's Word. Everything else is sand. Everything else will 
break apart. If you build on anything else but the Word of God-on 
imaginations, sentimentality, or feelings-it will mean nothing 
without the foundation, and the foundation will have to be in the 
Word of God. 

I was once going on a train to Blackpool. It is a fashionable re
sort, and many people go there because of the high tides and the 
wonderful sights they see as the ocean surges up in large, massive 
mountains of sea. As I traveled, I looked over and said to a builder, 
"Those men are building houses upon sand." 

"Oh," he said, "you don't know. You are not a builder. Don't 
you know that we can pound that sand until it becomes like rock?" 

I said, "Nonsense!" I saw the argument was not going to 
profit, so I dropped it. By and by, we reached Blackpool, where the 
mountainous waves come over. I saw a row of houses that had 
fallen flat, and drawing the attention of this man, I said, "Oh, look 
at those houses. See how flat they are." He forgot our previous 
conversation and said, "You know here we have very large tides, 
and these houses, being on the sand when the floods came, fell." 

Our foundation must be something better than sand, and eve· 
rything is sand except the Word. There isn't anything that will re
main. We are told that heaven and earth will be melted with 
fervent heat (2 Pet. 3:10). But we are told that the Word of God 
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will be forever, and not one jot or tittle of the Word of God will fail 
(Matt. 5:18). If there is anything that satisfies me, it is in knowing 
that "Your word is settled in heaven" (Ps. 119:89). Another passage 
in Psalm 138 says, "You have magnified Your word above all Your 
name" (v. 2). The very establishment for me is the Word of God. 

Here we have the foundation of all things, which is the Word. 
It is a substance; it is a power. It is more than relationship; it is 
personality. To every soul that enters into this privilege, it is a di
vine injunction to be born of this Word. What it means to us will be 
very important. For remember, it is "substance"; it is an "evidence 
of things not seen" (Heb. 11:1). It brings about what you cannot see 
and brings forth what is not there. 

God took the Word and made the world. We live in the world 
that was made by the Word of God, and it is inhabited by millions 
of people. You say it is a substance. Jesus, the Word of God, made it 
with the things that did not appear. And nothing has been made 
that has not been made by the Word (John 1:3). When we come to 
the truth of what that Word means, we will be able not only to 
build, but also to know; not only to know, but also to have. Live 
and operate in the fact of the Word; rest in the knowledge of the 
principles of the Most High. 

Thought for today: "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word of God" (Luke 4:4). Feast on the Word of God; discover its 
richness. 
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A{ways Advancing 

As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, 
that you may grow thereby. 

-1 Peter 2:2 

Scripture reading: 1 Peter 1:13-2:5 

:JJ eloved, don't forget that every day must be a day of ad
vancement. If you have not made any advancement since 
yesterday, in a measure, you are a backslider. There is only 

one way for you between Calvary and glory, and it is forward. It is 
every day forward. It is no day back. It is advancement with God. It 
is cooperation with Him in the Spirit. 

We must see these things, because if we live on the same plane 
day after day, our vision becomes stale; the principles lose their 
earnestness. But we must be like those who are catching the vision 
of the Master day by day. We must make inroads into every passion 
that would interfere, and we must bring everything to the slaugh
ter that is not holy. For in these days, God wants us to know that 
He wishes to seat us on high. 

Often the most trying times are the most beneficial to our 
Christian growth. Consider Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed
nego. Remember Moses and the trials he faced. Beloved, if you read 
the Scriptures, you will never find anything about the easy times. 
All the glories came out of hard times. 

If you are to be really reconstructed, it will be in a hard time. 
It won't be in a singing meeting, but at a time when you think all 
things are dried up, when you think there is no hope for you and 
you have passed up everything. That is the time that God makes 
the person. And out of the experience, we will have a story to tell 
about what God has done for us. When the trial is severe; when you 
think that no one is being tried as much as you; when the trial is so 
hard that you cannot sleep and you do not know what to do; "count 
it all joy" (James 1:2). You are in a good place when you do not 
know what to do; look to God for the answer. 

Thought for today: It is when you are tried by fire that God purges 
you, takes the dross away, and brings forth pure gold. 
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Say Amen to Jesus 
Peter .. .said, "Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His 

angel, and has delivered me from the hand ofHerod and from all 
the expectation ofthe Jewish people." 

-Acts 12:11 

Scripture reading: Acts 12:1-17 

[J1ere is a lot in an amen. I find that you can have zeal with
out faith. The Scripture reading shows the difference be
tween the amen of faith and having zeal without faith. 

When Peter was imprisoned by Herod, the church was in con
stant prayer for his release. They were even praying all night. They 
had zeal, but they did not have faith. Although there is much that 
could be commended to us from this passage, one thing is missing: 
faith. Young Rhoda had more faith than all the rest of them. When 
the knock came at the door, she ran to answer it. The moment she 
heard Peter's voice, she was so excited to share the good news that 
she didn't even unlock the gate so that Peter could come in. She 
ran with joy to tell those praying that Peter stood at the gate. 

All the people said, "You are mad. It isn't so." She insisted 
that she had seen Peter, but the people had no faith at all. They 
said, "Perhaps God has sent an angeL" 

But Rhoda said, "It is Peter." And Peter continued knocking. 
They went and found him at the door. They had zeal but no faith. 
God wants to bring us to the place where we will take hold of Him 
in a living way. We need to rest and always trust the plan of God. 

There was such a difference between Zacharias and Mary. 
Zacharias definitely wanted a son, but even when the angel came 
and told him that he would be a father, he was full of unbelief. The 
angel said, "You will be mute and not able to speak ... because you 
did not believe" (Luke 1:20). But when the angel came to Mary, she 
said, "Let it be to me according to your word" (v. 38). This was the 
beginning of the amen. 

God wants us to have an inward amen, a mighty moving amen. 
This amen says, "It is," because God has spoken. 

Thought for today: Believe that there can be a real amen in your 
life. 
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~ -_' ) esus A Divine Faith 

.. ::~ the Lord has sent His Have faith in God. 
... " :::.' ofHerod and from all -Mark 11:22
,;'" ~.- people_"
.. Scrfpture reaaing: Psalm 9 


g "1lere is a great difference between our faith and the faith of 
Jesus. Our faith comes to an end. Most people have come to 

you can have zeal with- the place where they have said, "Lord, I have gone so far; 
::!:ows the difference be- now I can go no further. I have used all the faith I have, and I just 

. , .. "- without faith. have to stop now and pray for more faith." 
- < .::.. the church was in con Thank God that we have the faith we do, but there is another 

::::. praying all night. They faith. I remember one day being in northern England and visiting 
- ::rgh there is much that some sick people. I was taken to a house where a young woman 

one thing is missing: was lying on her bed. Her reason had gone, and many things were 
rest of them. When manifested there that were satanic, and I knew it. 

::"-.57;er it. The moment she She was only a young woman, a beautiful child. Then the hus
,,::-_are the good news that band, a young man, came in with a baby, and he leaned over to kiss 
::::er could come in. She his wife. The moment he did, she threw herself onto the other side 

::LOad at the gate. of the bed, just as a lunatic would do, with no consciousness of the 
isn't so." She insisted presence of her husband. That was very heartbreaking. T'hen he 

no faith at all. They took the baby and pressed the baby's lips to the mother. Again, she 
responded wildly. I said to a sister who was attending her, "Have 

___ : :: -:-:er continued knocking. you had anyone to help?" 

-:-:. ::~: had zeal but no faith. "Oh," she said, "we have had everything." 

: -: 7:'2 will take hold of Him But I said, "Have you no spiritual help?" 


'" :rllst the plan of God. Her husband stormed out and said, "Help? You think that we 
Zacharias and Mary. believe God after we have had seven weeks of no sleep and of ma

-:-' -:::. ",-hen the angel came niac conditions? You are mistaken. You have come to the wrong 
. -: 7.-2.5 full of unbelief. The house." 
:-: :0 speak ... because you That brought me to a place of compassion that something had 


-' ::"15e1 came to Mary, she to be done for this woman. Then with my faith, I began to pene

.. v. 38). This was the trate the heavens with my prayers. I never saw anyone get any


tjling from God who prayed with an earthly focus. If you receive 

:nighty moving amen. anything from God, .lou will have to pray into heaven, for the an


",_.: ~- =::en. swers are all there. 
As I saw in the presence of God the limitations of my faith, 

- ': -:- a real amen in your there came another faith, a faith that could not be denied, a faith 
that took the promise, a faith that believed God's Word. And I 
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came from that presence back again to earth, but I was not the T,. 
same man under the same conditions that had confronted me be J 

fore. In the name of Jesus, I was a man with a faith that could 
shake hell. '" -

, . 

'- - - - 
I said, "Come out of her in the name of Jesus!" She rolled over, 

fell asleep, and wakened in fourteen hours, perfectly sane and per
fectly whole. Oh, there is faith, but Jesus wants to bring us all into 
a place in line with God where we cease to be, and His faith takes 
over. God must have the right of way, of thought and of purpose. -I--- ...-~--God must have control. 

--

., -- - _. ---- - -.. 

Thought for today: You cannot know God by nature; you get to 
know Him by an open door of grace. The way to God is the way of 
faith; there isn't any other way. 

-. 
~_. 
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Trusting in God's Promises 
So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him. 

-Genesis 12:4 

Scripture reading: Genesis 12:1-9 

g or twenty-five years, Abraham believed the promise that 
God would give him a son. For twenty-five years, he stood 
face-to-face with God on the promise, every year expecting 

to have a son. Sarah was becoming weaker, and Abraham's own 
stamina and body were becoming frailer. Natural conditions were 
changing both Sarah and him so that, as far as they could see, it 
would be humanly impossible for them to bring forth fruit. But 
Abraham dared not look either at Sarah or himself in that respect. 
He had to look at God. You cannot find anywhere that God ever 
failed. He wants to bring us into that blessed place of faith, chang
ing us into a real substance of faith, until we are so like-minded 
that whatever we ask, we believe we receive, and our joy becomes 
full because we believe. I want you to see how God covered Abra
ham because he believed. 

Hear what God said to Abraham, and then see how Abraham 
acted. He was among his own people and his own kindred, and God 
said to him, "Come out, Abraham, come out!" And Abraham 
obeyed and came out, not knowing where he was going. You will 
never go through with God in any area except by believing Him. It 
is "Thus says. the Lord" every time, and you will see the plan of 
God come right through when you dare to believe. Abraham left his 
own country, and God was with him. Because he believed God, God 
overshadowed him. 

When God sets His seal upon you, the Devil will not dare to 
break it. You know what a seal is, don't you? Now, then, when God 
puts His seal upon you, the Devil has no power there. He will not 
dare to break that seal and go through, and God puts His seal on 
the people who believe Him. 

There are two kinds of righteousness. There is a righteousness 
that is according to the law, the keeping of the law, but there is a 
better righteousness than that. You ask, "What could be better 
than keeping the law?" The righteousness that sees God and obeys 
Him in everything is better. The righteousness that believes that 
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every prayer uttered is going to bring the answer from God is bet
ter. There is a righteousness that is made known only to the heart 
that knows God. There is a side to the inner man that God can re
veal only to the one who believes Him. 

We have many scriptural illustrations as well as personal ones 
to show us how God works with those who believe Him. One of the 
greatest examples of all is where God worked in Abraham. There 
were many good points about Sarah, but she had not reached the 
place of trusting fully in God. She laughed and then denied having 
done so (Gen. 18:12, 15). Before that, when they had waited a time 
and she had seen that their bodies were growing frailer, she had 
said, "It will be just as good for you to take Hagar for a wife and 
bring forth a son through her." (See Genesis 16:1-2.) But that was 
not the seed of Abraham that God had spoken about, and that 
caused a great deal of trouble in the house of Abraham. 

The one who walks with God can only afford to follow God's 
leadings, and when He leads you, it is direct and clear. The evi
dence is so real that every day you know that God is with you, un
folding His plan to you. It is lovely to be in the will of God. 

There is a higher order than the natural man, and God wants 
to bring us into this higher order where we will believe Him. In the 
first place, God promised Abraham a son. Could a child be born 
into the world, except through the natural law? It was when all 
natural law was finished and when there was no substance in these 
two persons, Abraham and Sarah, that the law of the Spirit 
brought forth a son. It was the law of faith in the God who had 
promised. 

Thought for today: Prayer not only changes things but also 
changes you. The person of prayer recognizes his great inheritance 
of faith. 
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Born of Goa 

As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God ...born, not ofblood, nor of the will of the flesh, 

nor of the will ofman, but of God. 
-John 1:12-13 

Scripture reading: Romans 4:8-5:2 

§ see before me faces I know, and I can tell that these people 
are born of God (John 1:13). Sometimes I see that this 
power of God within us is greater when we are weak than 

when we are strong, just as this power in Abraham grew stronger 
as his body grew weaker. 

Looking at him, Sarah would shake her head and say, "I never 
saw anybody so thin and weak and helpless in my life. No, Abra
ham, I have been looking at you, and you seem to be going right 
down." But Abraham refused to look at his own body or Sarah's; he 
believed that the promise would happen. 

Suppose you come for healing. You know as well as possible 
that, according to the natural life, there is no virtue in your body to 
give you that health. You also know that the ailment from which 
you suffer has drained your life and energy so that there is no help 
at all in you, but God says that you will be healed if you believe. It 
makes no difference how your body is. It was exactly the helpless
ness of Sarah and Abraham that brought the glorious fact that a 
son was born, and I want you to see what sort of a son he was. 

He was the son of Abraham. His seed is the seed of the whole 
believing church-innumerable as the sands on the seashore. God 
wants us to know that there is no limitation with Him, and He 
wants to bring us to a place where there will be no limitation in us. 
This state would be brought about by the working of the Omnipo
tent in the human body, working.in us continually-the One who is 
greater than any science or any power in the world-and bringing 
us into the place to comprehend God and man. 

Some of you would like a touch in your bodies; some would like 
a touch in your spirit; some would like to be baptized in the Holy 
Spirit; some want to be filled with all God's power. It is there for 
you. 
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Now come into a position of faith. I want you to see that you 
can be healed if you will hear the Word. Some people want healing; 
maybe some need salvation; maybe others want sanctification and 
the baptism of the Spirit. Romans 5:2 says t.hat it is by faith that 
we have access into grace. Grace is omnipotence; it is activity, be
nevolence, and mercy. It is truth, perfection, and God's inheritance 
in the soul that can believe. Grace is God. You open the door by 
faith, and God comes in with all you need and want. It cannot be 
otherwise, for it is "of faith that it might be according to grace" 
(Rom. 4:16). It cannot be by grace unless you say it will be so. 

This is believing, and most people want healing by feeling. It 
cannot be. Some even want salvation on the same lines, and they 
say, "Oh, if only I could feel I was saved!" It will never come that 
way. So God brings you to hear the Scriptures, which can make you 
"wise unto salvation" (2 Tim. 3:15), which can open your under
standing and make you so that if you will hear the truth, you will 
go out with what you want. Then you have power to shut the door 
and power to open the door to healing. 

Thought for today: Three things work together. The first is faith. 
Faith can always bring the second thing-fact-and fact can always 
bring the third thing-joy. 
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Dare to Believe! 
As it is written, "[ have made you a father ofmany nations. " 

-Romans 4: 17 

Scripture reading: Genesis 15:3-6; 18:9-15 

:Jeere are Sarah-her body is almost dead-and Abraham
his body is almost dead. "Now," says Abraham, "God has 
made me a father of many nations, and there is no hope of 

a son according to the natural law, no hope whatever." Here God 
says, "[ have made you a father ofmany nations, " yet Abraham has 
no son. During the past twenty years of waiting, conditions had 
grown more and more hopeless, yet the promise had been made. 

How long have you believed and still suffered from some dis
ease? How long have you been waiting for the promise, and it has 
not come? Did you need to wait? Look herel 1 want to tell you that 
all the people who are saved are blessed with faithful Abraham 
(Gal. 3:9). Abraham is the great substance of the whole keynote of 
Scripture; he is a man who dared for twenty-five years to believe 
God when everything got worse every day. 1 do not know anything 
in the Scriptures as marvelous, as far-reaching, and as full of the 
substance of living reality to change us if we will believe God. He 
will make us so different. This is a blessed incarnation of living 
faith that changes us and makes us know that "[God] is, and that 
He is a rewarder ofthose who diligently seek Him" (Heb. 11:6). God 
is a reality. God is true, and in Him there is no lie or «shadow of 
turning" (James 1:17). Oh, it is goodl 1 do love to think about such 
truths as these. 

No subject in the whole Bible makes my body aflame with pas
sion after God and His righteousness as this one does. I see that He 
never fails. He wants man to believe, and then man will never faiL 
Oh, the loveliness of the character of God! 

"A father of many nations." You talk about your infirmities
look at this! 1 have never felt 1 have had an infirmity since I under
stood this chapter. My cup runs over as 1 see the magnitude of this 
living God. 

It is almost as if Abraham had said, "1 won't look at my body. 1 
\von't look at my infirmities. 1 believe God will make the whole 

right." Some of us can say, "What does it matter if I have not 
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heard for over twenty years? I believe my ears will be perfect." God 
is reality and wants us to know that if we will believe, it will be per
fect. "God ... gives life to the dead and calls those things which do 
not exist as though they did" (Rom. 4:17). 

Then God tested Abraham and Sarah still further than that. 
Oh, it is blessed to know you are tested. It is the greatest thing in 
the world to be tested. Some people say, "Oh, I don't know why my 
lot is such a heavy one," and God puts them into the fire again. He 
knows how to do it. I can tell you, He is a blessed God. There is no 
such thing as a groan when God gets hold of you. There is no such 
thing as lack to those who trust the Lord. When we really get in the 
will of God, He can make our enemies to be at peace with us (Prov. 
16:7). It is wonderful. 

I wonder if you really believe that God can quicken what is 
dead. I have seen it many times. The more there was no hope, 
Abraham believed in hope. Sometimes Satan will cloud your mind 
and interfere with your perception so that the obscure condition is 
brought right in between you and God, but God is able to change 
the whole position if you will let Him have a chance. Turn your 
back on every sense of unbelief, and believe God. There are some 
who would like to feel the presence of the touch of God; God will 
bring it to you. I wish people could come to this place. 

Abraham had a good time. The more he was squeezed, the 
more he rejoiced: 

And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own 
body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), 
and the deadness of Sarah's womb. He did not waver at the 
promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in 
faith, giving glory to God. (Rom. 4:19-20) 

God knows. He has a plan; He has a way. Do you dare trust 
Him? 

Thought for today: You never know what you are made of until 
you are tested. 
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The Promise Fu(fi{{eJ 
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, 

at the set time ofwhich God had spoken to him. 
- ....n::aH~"'H., 21:2 

Scripture reading: Genesis 21:1-20 

!!It ight in that house where Isaac and Ishmael lived were the 

seed of promise and the seed of flesh. There was strife and 

trouble there, for Ishmael was teasing Isaac. You will find 


that there is nothing that is going to hold you except the Isaac 
life-the seed of Abraham. You will find that the flesh life will al
ways have to be cast out. And Sarah said, "Cast out [Hagar] and 
her son" (Gen. 21:10). It was very hard to do, but it had to be done. 
You may say, "How hard!" Yes, but how long did it have to be? It 
had to be until submission came. There will always be jealousy and 
strife in your hearts and lives until flesh is destroyed, until God 
controls and rules in authority over the whole body. When His 
power reigns over you, you will find that your whole life is full of 
peace and joy . 

Isaac grew up to be a fme young man, perhaps twenty years of 
age-we are not told-but then came another test. God said to 
Abraham, "Take your son Isaac, and offer him to Me upon the 
mount that I will show you." (See Genesis 22:2.) Do you think that 
Abraham told anybody about that? No, I am sure he didn't. Isaac 
was near to his heart, and God said he had to offer him on the al
tar, and there he was-Isaac, the heart of his heart-and God said 
he was to be the seed of all living. What did he have to do but be
lieve that, just as miraculously as Isaac came into the world, God 
could raise him even if he were slain? Did he tell Sarah about the 
thing? No, I am certain he did not, or else he would not have gotten 
away with that boy. There would have been such a trial in the 
home. I believe he kept it to himself. When God tells you a secret, 
don't tell anyone else. God will possibly tellyou to go and lay hands 
on so~i~~_o~d-;; it. ami do!it1;E211 a9YQn~~ ~-.-~~ 
-l.lc!l(}~.l~! ~~~~<!2~no£lc~~~~y ~h(}~~b-t~Lhe only}~nows 

~~~!JJ~..Ol!to(ml".I?outh. ~om~times. h~ .sllggeS~!I:(}~~!:t!s~i~n._< 

order to get to know my thoughts, but I can see that God can·capti


t_vate my thoughts in such a way that they may be entIrely for ·Him:: ______._
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When God rules in your heart, you will see that every thought is_ 
'captive, that everything is brought into obedience and Is brought·... 
into a place where you are in dominion because Christ is enthroned 
in your life (2 Cor. 10:4-5). God reveals deep and special things to 
some people. Keep your counsel before God. 

I see this: Abraham could offer Isaac. I believe that God wants 
me to tell you how so that you may know something about your 
trials. Some people think they are tried more than other people. 
Trials are used to purify you; it is the fiery furnace of affliction that 
God uses to get you in the place where He can use you. The person 
who has no trials and no difficulties is the person whom God does 
not dare allow Satan to touch because this person could not stand 
temptation. But Jesus will not allow any man to be tempted more 
than he is able to bear (1 Cor. 10:13). Before Abraham offered 
Isaac, he was tried, and God knew he could do it. Before God puts 
you through the furnace of afflictions, He knows you will go 
through. 

If you know you need the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and you 
know it is in the Scriptures, never rest until God gives it to you. If 
you know it is scriptural for you to be healed of every weakness, 
never rest until God makes the healing yours. Ifyou know that the 
Scriptures teach holiness, purity, and divine likeness-overcoming 
under all conditions-never rest until you are an overcomer. If you 
know that men who have gone in and have seen the face of God 
have had the vision revealed and have had all the Scriptures made 
to be life in their lives, never rest until you come to it. 

We must live in the fire. We must hate sin; we must love 
righteousness. We must live with God, for He says we have to be 
blameless and harmless amid the crooked positions of the world 
(PhiL 2:15). I look at you now, and I say God is able to confirm all I 
have been saying about trials and testings, which are the greatest 
blessings you can have. 

What a redemption! What a baptism! What an anointing! It is 
ecstasies of delight beyond all expression for the soul to live and 
move in Him who is our being (Acts 17:28). 

Thought for today: If you knew the value of trials, you would 
praise God for them more than for anything. 
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The Master's Touch 
Do all things without complaining and disputing, 


that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God 

without fault in the midst ofa crooked and perverse generation, 


among whom you shine as lights in the world. 

-Philippians 2:14-15 

Scripture reading: James 1:16-27 

!Jsee many remarkable things in the life of Stephen. One 
thing moves me, and that is the truth that I must live by the 
power of the Spirit at all costs. God wants us to be like Ste

phen: "full of faith and the Holy Spirit" (Acts 6:5). You can never 
be the same again after you have received this wonderful baptism 
in the Holy Spirit. It is important that we should be full of wisdom 
and faith day by day and full of the Holy Spirit, acting by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. God has set us here in the last days, these days 
of apostasy, and wants us to be burning and shining lights in the 
midst of an indecent generation. God is longing for us to come into 
such a fruitful position as the children of God, with the marks of 
heaven upon us and with His divinity bursting through our hu
manity, that He can express Himself through our lips of clay. He 
can take clay lips and weak humanity and make an oracle for Him
self of such things. He can take frail human nature and by His di
vine power make our bodies suitable to be His holy temple, 
washing our hearts whiter than snow. 

Our Lord Jesus says, "All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth" (Matt. 28:18). He longs that we would be 
filled with faith and with the Holy Spirit, and He declares to us, 
"He who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and 
greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father" 
(John 14:12). He has gone to the Father. He is in the place of 
power, and He exercises His power not only in heaven but also on 
earth, for He has all power on earth as well as in heaven. Hallelu
jah! What an open door to us if we will only believe Him! 

The disciples were men after our standard as far as the flesh 
goes. God sent them forth, joined to the Lord and identified with 
Him. How diverse Peter, John, and Thomas were! Impulsive Peter 
was always ready to go forth without a stop. John, the beloved, 
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leaned on the Master's breast (John 21:20). Thomas had a hard 
nature and defiant spirit: "Unless 1. ..put my finger into the print of 
the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe" (John 
20:25). What strange flesh! How peculiar they were! But the Mas
ter could mold them. There was no touch like His. 

Under His touch, even stony-hearted Thomas believed. Oh, my 
God, how You have had to manage some of us! Have we not been 
strange and very peculiar? But when God's hand comes upon us, 
He can speak to us in such a way; He can give us a word or a look, 
and we are broken. Has He spoken to you? I thank God for His 
speaking. Behind all of His dealings, we see the love of God for us. 
He sees our bitter tears and our weeping night after night. There is 
none like Him. He knows; He forgives. We cannot forgive our
selves; we oftentimes would give the world to forget, but we can
not. The Devil won't let us forget. But God has forgiven and 
forgotten. Do you believe self or the Devil or God? Which are you 
going to believe? Believe God. I know the past is under the blood of 
Christ and that God has forgiven and forgotten, for when He for
gives, He forgets. Praise the Lord! Hallelujah! We are baptized to 
believe and to receive. 

Thought for today: It is not what we are that counts, but what we 
can be as He disciplines, chastens, and transforms us by His all
skillful hands. 
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Fu[[ of Faith and Power 
Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs. 

-Acts 6:8 

Scripture reading: Luke 4:1-19 

the early days of the church, all who did the work of!In 
serving had to be full of the Holy Spirit. The greatest quali
fication for ministry is to be filled with the Spirit. 

Stephen was a man "fUll of faith and the Holy Spirit" (Acts 
6:5). God so manifested Himself in Stephen's body that he became 
an epistle of truth, known and read by alL He was full of faith! 
Such men never talk doubtfully. You never hear them say, "I wish 
it could be so," or "If it is God's wilL" They have no ifs; they know. 
You never hear them say, "Well, it is not always so." They say, "It 
is sure to be." They laugh at impossibilities and cry, "It will be 
done!" They shout while the walls are up and when they come 
down. God has this faith for us in Christ. We must be careful that 
no unbelief and no wavering are found in us. 

"Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs 
:::.mong the people" (Acts 6:8). The Holy Spirit could do mighty 
things through him because he believed God, and God is with the 
:nan who dares to believe His Word. All things were possible be
cause of the Holy Spirit's position in Stephen's body. Because Ste
;Jhen was full of the Holy Spirit, God could fulfill His purposes 
:brough him. When a child of God is filled with the Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit "makes intercession for the saints according to the will of 
God" (Rom. 8:27). He fills us with longings and desires until we are 
~n a place of fervency like a glowing fire. \\Then we do not know 
what to do, the Holy Spirit begins to work. When the Holy Spirit 
has liberty in the body, He conveys all prayers into the presence of 
God. Such prayers are always heard. Such praying is always an
swered; it is never bare of result. When we are praying in the Holy 
Spirit, faith is evident, and as a result the power of God can be 
::nanifested in our midst. 

When some of the various synagogues arose to dispute with 
Stephen, "they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by 
:~'hich he spoke" (Acts 6:10). When we are filled with the Holy 
Spirit, we will have wisdom. 

Thought for today: A man full of faith hopes against hope. 
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The Power of the Spirit 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. 

-Acts 2:4 

Scripture reading: Acts 2:1-21 

ne night I was entrusted with a meeting, and I was guarding

CD my position before God. I wanted approval from the Lord. I 
saw that God wants men full of the Holy Spirit, with divine 

ability, filled with life, a flaming fire. In the meeting a young man 
stood up. He was a pitiful object with a face full of sorrow. I said, 
"What is it, young man?" 

He said he was unable to work, and he could scarcely walk. He 
said, "I am so helpless. I have tuberculosis and a weak heart, and 
my body is full of pain." 

I said, "I will pray for you." I said to the people, "As I pray for 
this young man, you look at his face and see it change." 

As I prayed, his face changed. I said to him, "Go out, run a 
mile, and come back to the meeting." 

He came back and said, "I can now breathe freely." 
The meetings were continuing, and I missed him. Mter a few 

days, I saw him again in a meeting. I said, "Young man, tell the 
people what God has done for you." 

"Oh," he said, "I have been able to work and make money." 
Praise God, this wonderful stream of salvation never runs dry. 

You can take a drink; it is close to you. It is a river that is running 
deep, and there is plenty for all. 

In a meeting, a man rose and said, "Will you touch me? I am in 
a terrible situation. I have a large family, but because of an acci
dent in the pit, I have had no work for two years. I cannot open my 
hands." I was full of sorrow for this poor man, and something hap
pened that had never happened before. We are in the infancy of 
this wonderful outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and there is so much 
more for us. I put out my hand, and before my hands reached his, 
he was loosed and made perfectly free. 

I see that Stephen, full of faith and of power, did great won
ders and miracles among the people. This same Holy Spirit can fill 
you, too, and then right things will be accomplished. God will grant 
it. God is ready to touch and transform you right now. 
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Once a woman rose in the meeting asking for prayer. I prayed 
for her, and she was healed. She cried out, "It is a miracle! It is a 
miracle! It is a miracle!" That is what God wants to do for us all the 
time. As surely as we get free in the Holy Spirit, something will 
happen. Let us pursue the best things, and let God have His right
of-way. 

May the Lord open our eyes to see Him and to know that He is 
deeply interested in all that concerns us. He is "touched with the 
feeling ofour infirmities" (Heb. 4:15 KJV) . 

All things are naked and open to the eyes of Him with whom 
we are connected (v. 13). He knows about that asthma. He knows 
about that rheumatism. He knows about that pain in the back, 
head, or feet. He wants to loose every captive and to set you free 
just as He has set me free. I hardly know that I have a body today. 
I am free from every human ailment, absolutely free. Christ has 
redeemed us. He has power over all the power of the Enemy and 
has worked out our great victory. Will you have it? It is yours; it is 
a perfect redemption. 

It is God's desire to make us a new creation, with all the old 
things passed away and all things within us truly of God; to bring 
in a new, divine order, a perfect love and an unlimited faith. (See 2 
Corinthians 5:17.) Will you accept God's plan for you? Redemption 
is free. Arise in the activity of faith, and God will heal you as you 
rise. Only believe, and receive in faith. Stephen, full of faith and of 
the Holy Spirit, did great signs and wonders (Acts 6:8). May God 
bless this passage and fill us full of His Holy Spirit. Through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, may He reveal Christ in us more and 
more. 

The Spirit of God will always reveal the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Serve Him; love Him; be filled with Him. It is lovely to hear Him as 
He makes Himself known to us. He is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever (Heb. 13:8). He is willing to fill us with the Holy Spirit 
and faith just as He filled Stephen. 

Thought for today: We may be very ordinary, but God wants to 
make us extraordinary in the Holy Spirit. 
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GOd's Word Is Sure 
VVhoever says to this mountain, "Be removed and be cast into the 

sea, " and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things 
he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. Therefore I say 

to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you 
receive them, and you will have them. 

-Mark 11:23-24 

Scriyture reading: Mark 10:13-31 

g:ese are days when we need to have our faith strengthened, 
when we need to know God. God has designed that the just 
will live by faith (Rom. 1:17), no matter how they may be 

fettered. I know that God's Word is sufficient. One word from Him 
can change a nation. His Word is "from everlasting to everlasting" 
(Ps. 90:2). It is through the entrance of this everlasting Word, this 
incorruptible seed, that we are born again and come into this won
derful salvation. "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceeds from the mouth of God" (Matt. 4:4). This is the 
food of faith. "Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God" (Rom. 10:17). 

Everywhere people are trying to discredit the Bible and re
move its miracles. One preacher says, "Well, you know, Jesus ar
ranged beforehand to have that colt tied where it was and for the 
men to say just what they did." (See Matthew 21:2-3.) I tell you, 
God can arrange everything. He can plan for you, and when He 
plans for you, all is peace. All things are possible ifyou will believe. 

Another preacher says, "It was an easy thing for Jesus to feed 
the people with five loaves. The loaves were so big in those days 
that it was a simple matter to cut them into a thousand pieces 
each." (See John 6:5-13.) But he forgets that one little boy brought 
those five loaves all the way in his lunch basket. There is nothing 
impossible with God. 

Thought Jor toaay: All the impossibility is with us when we meas
ure God by the limitations of our unbelief. 
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Reaching Out in Faith 

Jesus said to him, "Ifyou can believe, 

all things are possible to him who believes." 


-Mark 9:23 

ScrijJture reading: Mark 9:1-29 

ewe have a wonderful God, a God whose ways are "past find
ing out" (Rom. 11:33) and whose grace and power are 
limitless. 

I was in Belfast one day and saw one of the brothers of the as
sembly. He said to me, "Wigglesworth, I am troubled. I have had a 
good deal of sorrow during the past five months. I had a woman in 
my church who could always pray the blessing of heaven down on 
our meetings. She is an old woman, but her presence is always an 
inspiration. Five months ago she fell and broke her leg. The doctors 
put it into a cast, but when they removed the cast, the bones were 
not properly set, and she fell and broke the leg again." 

He took me to her house, and there was a woman lying in a 
bed on the right-hand side of the room. I said to her, "Well, what 
about it now?" 

She said, "They have sent me home incurable. The doctors say 
that I am so old that my bones won't knit. There is no strength in 
my bones. They could not do anything for me, and they say I will 
have to lie in bed for the rest of my life." 

I said to her, "Can you believe God?" 
She replied, "Yes, ever since I heard that you had come to Bel

fast, my faith has been quickened. If you will pray, I will believe. I 
know there is no power on earth that can make the bones of my leg 
knit, but I know that nothing impossible with God." 

I said, "Do you believe He will meet you now?" 
She answered, "I do." 
It is grand to see people believe God. God knew all about this 
and that it was broken in two places. I said to the woman, 

"When I pray, something will happen." 
husband was sitting there; he had been in his chair for 

four years and could not walk a step. He called out, "I don't believe. 
I won't believe. You will never get me to believe." 

53 



January 27 

I said, "All right," and laid my hands on his wife in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. 

The moment hands were laid upon her, she cried out, "I'm 
healed." 

I said, "I'm not going to assist you to rise. God will do it all." 
She arose and walked up and down the room, praising God. 

The old man was amazed at what had happened to his wife, 
and he cried out, "Make me walk, make me walk." 

I said to him, "You old sinner, repent." 
He cried out, "Lord, You know I believe." 
I don't think he meant what he said; anyhow the Lord was full 

of compassion. If He marked our sins, where would any of us be? If 
we will meet the conditions, God will always meet us if we believe 
all things are possible. 

I laid my hands on him, and the power went right through the 
old man's body. For the first time in four years, those legs received 
power to carry his body. He walked up and down and in and out of 
the room. He said, "Oh, what great things God has done for us to
night!" 

Did you believe before you were saved? So many people want 
to be saved, but they want to feel saved first. There never was a 
man who felt saved before he believed. God's plan is always the 
following: if you will believe, you will see the glory of God (John 
11:40). I believe God wants to bring us all to a definite place of un
swerving faith and confidence in Himself. 

In our text from Mark, Jesus uses the illustration of a moun
tain. Why does He say a mountain? If faith can remove a mountain, 
it can remove anything. The plan of God is so marvelous that if you 
will only believe, all things are possible (Mark 9:23). 

Thought for today; Desire God, and you will have desires from 
God. 
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Love Has No Doubts 
Whoever ... does not doubt in his heart, 


but believes ... , he will have whatever he says. 

-Mark 11:23 

Scrg;ture reaJing: James 1:2-15 

§ magine a young man and woman who have fallen in love. In 
a short while, there is a strong love for each other. What is a 
heart of love? It is a heart of faith. Faith and love are kin. In 

the measure that the young man and young woman love one an
other, they are true. One may go North and the other South, but 
because of their love, they will be faithful to one another. 

It is the same when there is a deep love toward the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In this new life into which God has brought us, Paul told us 
that we "have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, 
that [we] may be married to another; to Him who was raised from 
the dead" (Rom. 7:4). God brings us into a place of perfect love and 
perfect faith. A person who is born of God is brought into a loyalty 
to the Lord Jesus that shrinks from anything impure. You see the 
purity of a man and woman when there is a deep natural affection 
between them; they disdain the very thought of either of them be
ing untrue. In the same way, in the measure that a person has 
faith in Jesus, he is pure. 

We cannot doubt in our hearts. As we read His Word and be
lieve the promises that He has so graciously given to us, we are 
made partakers of His very essence and life. The Lord is made a 
Bridegroom to us, and we are His bride. His words to us are spirit 
and life (John 6:63), transforming us and changing us, expelling 
what is natural and bringing in what is divine. 

It is impossible to comprehend the love of God as we think in 
human terms. We must have a revelation from the Spirit of God. It 
was the love of God that brought Jesus, and it is this same love 
that helps you and me to believe. God will be your strength in 
every weakness. You who need His touch, remember that He loves 
you. If you are helpless or sick, look to the God of all grace, whose 
very essence is love, who delights to give liberally all life and 
strength and power that you need. 

Thought jor today: As we have heart fellowship with our Lord, our 
faith cannot be daunted. 
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Be Cleansed Today 
Ifyou bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your 

brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the 
altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then 

come and offer your gift. 
-Matthew 5:23-24 

Scripture reading: Matthew 5:13-26 

W hen I was in Switzerland, the Lord was graciously work
ing and healing many of the people. I was staying with 
Brother Reuss of Goldiwil, and two policemen were sent 

to arrest me. The charge was that I was healing the people without 
a license. Mr. Reuss said to them, "I am sorry that he is not here 
just now; he is holding a meeting about two miles away, but before 
you arrest him I would like to show you something." 

Brother Reuss took these two policemen down to one of the 
lower parts of that district, to a house with which they were famil
iar, for they had often gone to that place to arrest a certain woman 
who was constantly an inmate of the prison because of continually 
being engaged in drunken brawls. He took them to this woman and 
said to them, "This is one of the many cases of blessing that have 
come through the ministry of the man you have come to arrest. 
This woman came to our meeting in a drunken condition. Her body 
was broken, for she was ruptured in two places. While she was 
drunk, the evangelist laid his hands on her and asked God to heal 
her and deliver her." 

The woman joined in, "Yes, and God saved me, and I have not 
tasted a drop of liquor since." 

The policemen had a warrant for my arrest, but they said with 
disgust, "Let the doctors do this kind of thing." They turned and 
went away, and that was the last we heard from them. 

We have a Jesus who heals the brokenhearted, who lets the 
captives go free (Isa. 61:1), who saves the very worst. Do you dare 
spurn this glorious Gospel of God for spirit, soul, and body? Do you 
dare spurn this grace? I realize that this full Gospel has in great 
measure been hidden, this Gospel that brings liberty, this Gospel 
that brings souls out of bondage, this Gospel that brings perfect 
health to the body, this Gospel of entire salvation. Listen again to 
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the words of Him who left heaven to bring us this great salvation: 
"Assuredly, 1 say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be re
moved' ... he will have whatever he says" (Mark 11:23). Whatever he 
says! 

I realize that God can never bless us when we are being hard~ 
hearted, critical, or unforgiving. These things will hinder faith 
quicker than anything. I remember being at a meeting where there 
were some people waiting for the baptism and seeking to be 
cleansed, for the moment a person is cleansed the Spirit will falL 
There was one man with red eyes who was weeping bitterly. He 
said to me, "I will have to leave. It is no good my staying unless I 
change things. I have written a letter to my brother-in-law and 
filled it with hard words, and this thing must first be straightened 
out." He went home and told his wife, "I'm going to write a letter 
to your brother and ask him to forgive me for writing to him the 
way I did." 

"You fool!" she said. 
"Never mind," he replied, "this thing is between God and me, 

and it has got to be cleared away." He wrote the letter, came again 
to the meeting, and immediately God filled him with the Spirit . 

I believe a great many people want to be healed, but they are 
harboring things in their hearts that are like a blight. Let these 
things go. Forgive, and the Lord will forgive you. There are many 
good people, people who mean well, but they have no power to do 
anything for God. Some little thing came in their hearts years ago, 
and their faith been paralyzed ever since. Bring everything to 
the light. God will sweep it all away if you will let Him. Let the pre
cious blood of Christ you from all sin. If you will only be
lieve, God will meet you and bring into your lives the sunshine of 
His love. 

Thought for today: Always be in tune with God, and then the mu
sic will come out as sweetly as possible. 
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January 30 

The Blessing of the Lord's Supper 
This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, 

as often as you drink it, in remembrance ofMe. 
-1 Corinthians 11:25 

Scripture reading: Luke 22:7-39 

fio service is so wonderful to me as the service of partaking 
in the Lord's Supper, the Holy Communion. I would love 
to see the saints gather together at every meeting in order 

to remember Christ's death, His resurrection, and His ascension. 
What a thought that Jesus Himself instituted this glorious memo
rial for us. Oh, that God would let us see that it is ((as often" as we 
do it. It is not weekly, not monthly, not quarterly, but "as often" as 
we do it. What a blessed remembrance it is to know that He took 
away our sins. 

I am sure that every Christian has a great desire to do some
thing for Jesus, and what He wants us to do is to keep in remem
brance the cross, the grave, the Resurrection, and the Ascension; 
the memory of these four events will always bring us into a place of 
great blessing. You do not need, however, to continually live on the 
cross, or even in remembrance of the cross, but what you need to 
remember about the cross is, «It is finished" (John 19:30). You do 
not need to live in the grave, but only keep in remembrance that 
"He is risen" (Matt. 28:6) out of the grave and that we are to be 
seated "with Him in glory" (Col. 3:4). 

The institution of the Lord's Supper is one of those settings in 
Scripture, a time in the history of our Lord Jesus Christ, when the 
mystery of the glories of Christ was being unveiled. As the Master 
walked on this earth, the multitudes would gather with eagerness 
and longing in their hearts to hear the words that dropped from 
His gracious lips. But there were also those who had missed the 
vision. They saw the Christ, heard His words, but those wonderful 
words were like idle tales to them. 

When we miss the vision and do not come into the fullness of 
the ministry of the Spirit, there is a reason. Beloved, there is a 
deadness in us that must have the resurrection touch. Today we 
have the unveiled truth, for the dispensation of the Holy Spirit has 
corne to unfold the fullness of redemption so that we might be 
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clothed with power. What brings us into the state where God can 
pour His blessing upon us is a broken spirit and a contrite heart 
(Ps. 51: 17). We need to examine ourselves to see what state we are 
in, whether we are just religious or whether we are truly in Christ. 

The human spirit, when perfectly united with the Holy Spirit, 
has but one place, and that is death, death, and deeper death. In 
this place, the human spirit will cease to desire to have its own 
way, and instead of "My will," the cry of the heart will be, "May 
Your will, 0 Lord, be done in me." 

Thought for today: Jesus is interceding for us to keep us right, 
holy, ready, mighty, and filled with Himself so that we might bring 
the fragrance of heaven to the world's needs. 
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January 31 

A Living Eyistfe 

You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read 
by all men; clearly you are an epistle of Christ. 

-2 Corinthians 3:2-3 

Scripture reading: Matthew 8:14-27 

Gvery believer should be a living epistle of the Word, one who 
is read and known by all. Your very presence should bring 
such a witness of the Spirit that everyone with whom you 

come in contact will know that you are a sent one, a light in the 
world, a manifestation of Christ, a biblical Christian. 

Jesus' disciples had to learn that whatever He said must come 
to pass. Jesus said-very slowly and thoughtfully, I believe-the 
following: 

Behold, when you have entered the city, a man will meet you 
carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into the house which 
he enters. Then you shall say to the master of the house, "The 
Teacher says to you, 'Where is the guest room where I may eat 
the Passover with My disciples?'" (Luke 22:10-11) 

Beloved, let me say this, there was no person in Palestine who 
had ever seen a man bearing a pitcher of water. It is an unknown 
thing. Therefore, we find Jesus beginning with a prophecy that 
brought that inward knowledge to them that what He said must 
come to pass. This is the secret of the Master's life: prophecy that 
never failed. There is no power that can change the Word of God. 
Jesus was working out this great thought in the hearts of His dis
ciples so that they might know that what He said would come to 
pass. Mter Jesus had given that wonderful command to Peter and 
John, those disciples were walking into the city, no doubt in deep 
meditation, when suddenly they cried out in amazement, "Look! 
There he is! Just as the Master has said." 

When I was in Jerusalem, I was preaching on Mount Olivet, 
and as I looked down to my right I saw where the two ways met, 
where the donkey was tied. I could see the Dead Sea, and while I 
was preaching, I saw at least 150 women going down with pitchers 
and then carrying them back on their heads, full of water. But I did 
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not see one man. However, Jesus said that it had to be a man, and 
so it was, for no one could change His word. 

Some have said to me that He had it all arranged for a man to 
carry a pitcher of water. I want to tell you that God does not have 
to arrange with mortals to carry out His plans. God has the power 
to hear the cry of some poor needy child of His who may be suffer
ing in England, Africa, China, or anywhere else, saying, "0 God, 
You know my need." And in New York, Germany, California, or 
some other place, there is a disciple of His on his knees, and the 
Lord will say to him, "Send help to that brother or sister, and do 
not delay." And the help comes. He did not need to arrange for a 
man to help Him out by carrying a pitcher of water. He works ac
cording to Word, and Jesus said a man would carry water. 

What did those disciples do as they saw the man? Did they go 
forward to meet him? No, they waited for the man, and when he 
came up, they probably walked alongside of him without a word 
until he was about to enter the house. Then I can hear one saying 
to him, "Please, sir, the Master wants the guest chamber!" "The 
guest chamber? Why, I was preparing it all day yesterday but did 
not know whom it was for." With man things are impossible, but 
God is the unfolder of the mysteries of life and holds the universe 
in the hollow of His hand. What we need to know now is that "the 
LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty" CZeph. 3:17 KJV), and 
He works according to His Word. 

Thought for today: We need a faith that leaps into the will of God 
and says, "Amen!" 
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