
u 

August 1 

A Life Ministry 

Do not let your good be spoken ofas evil. 
-Romans 14: 16 

Scripture reading: Romans 14 

ewe recognize the Holy Spirit, but we recognize first th~ 
Spirit giving us life, saving us from every form of eVIl 
power, transforming our human nature until it is in di

vine order. Then, in that divine order, we see that the Lord of 
Hosts can very beautifully arrange the life until we live in the 
Spirit and are not fulfilling the lusts of the flesh (GaL 5:16). When 
the Holy Spirit is perfectly in charge, He lifts and lightens and un
veils the truth in a new way until we grasp it. 

Oh, how wonderful it would be if every one of us would possess 
this word in our hearts: "Do not let your good be spoken ofas evil." 
I know we all want to be good. It is not a wrong thing to desire that 
our goodness be appreciated. But we must watch ourselves because 
it is an evil day (although it is the day of salvation), and we must 
understand these days that the Lord wants to chasten and bring a 
people right into a full-tide position. 

I believe that it is just as possible for God to sweep a group of 
believers right into glory before the Rapture as during the Rapture. 
It is possible for you to be taken even if others are left. May God 
give us a very keen inward discerning of our hearts' purity. We 
want to go to heaven-it is far better for us to go-but it is far bet
ter for the church that we stay (Phil. 1:23-24). 

Paul realized the following truth: "To depart [to] be with 
Christ ... is far better" (v. 23). Then there is another side to it. Be
lieving that God made us for the proclamation of the Gospel, for 
the building of the church, we would say, "Lord, for the purpose of 
being a further blessing for Your sake and for the sake of the 
church, just keep us full of life to stay." We do not want to be full of 
disease, but we want to be full of life. 

May the Lord grant to us right now a living faith to believe. 

Thought for tOday: We will have to be utterly slain if we want to 
know the resurrection power of Jesus. 
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August 2 

In Affliction for the Church 
In all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much 

patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses. 
-2 Corinthians 6:4 

Scripture reading: 2 Corinthians 6:3-7:1 

[J1e tribulations of which Paul spoke are not the tribulations 
of various diseases. Paul was very definite about this fact. 
He suffered tribulations with the people as Jesus did. There 

can be many tribulations within our human frame as we feel that 
our spiritual influence is not bearing fruit in the lives of others. 
You are very sorry and deeply distressed because the church is not 
capturing the vision, and there is tribulation in your sorrow. 

God wants us to be so spiritual that we have perfect discern
ment of the spirit of the people. However, if I can in a moment dis
cern the spirit in a meeting, whether it is life-giving, whether the 
whole church is receiving it, whether my heart is moved by this 
power, then I can also see faith waning, and that will bring tribula
tion and trouble to my life. 

May God give us the realization that we are so joined to the 
church that we may labor to bring the church up. Paul said that he 
labored in birth in order that Christ might be formed in the people 
again (Gal. 4:19). He was not laboring so that they could be saved 
again. No, but they had lacked perception; they had missed divine 
fellowship; so he labored again so that they might be brought into 
this deep fellowship in the Spirit. 

May God help us to see that we can labor for the church. 
Blessed is the person who can weep between the church door and 
the altar. Blessed are the people of God who can take someone 
else's church on their hearts and weep and cry through until the 
church is formed again, until she rises in glory, until the power of 
heaven is over her, until the spiritual acquaintance rises higher 
and higher, until a song lifts her to the heights. 

Thought for today: You have to so live in the Spirit that when you 
see the church not rising into its glory, you suffer tribulation for 
the church. 
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August 3 

Possess Your Soul in Peace 

May the Lord direct your hearts into the love ofGod 
and into the patience ofChrist. 

-2 Thessalonians 3:5 

Scripture rcacfing: 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12 

!Jknow I am writing to people who have many responsibilities 
in their churches. If the people see that you have lost your 
groundwork of peace, they know that you have gotten out

side of the position of victory. You have to possess your soul in 
peace. 

Strange things will happen in the church. All circumstances 
will appear to be against the church, and you will feel that the En
emy is busy. At that time, possess your soul in peace. Let the peo
ple know that you are acquainted with One "who, when He was 
reviled, did not revile in return" (1 Pet. 2:23). 

Possess patience to such an extent that you can suffer any
thing for the church, for your friends, for your neighbors, or for 
anyone. Remember this: we build character in others as our char
acter is built. As we are pure in our thoughts, are tender and gra
cious to other people, and possess our souls in patience (Luke 
21:19), then people have a great desire for our fellowship in the 
Holy Spirit. 

Now, Jesus is an example to us along these lines. The people 
saw Him undisturbed. I love to think about Him. He helps me so 
much because He is the very essence of help. I pray to God that we 
may learn the lesson of how to keep ourselves so that the Spirit will 
blend us, making the harmony beautifuL 

Get ready for that. Claim your rights to God's promises. Be
lieve the Scriptures are for you. Believe that love covers you, that 
His life flows through you, that His life-giving Spirit lifts you. Let 
the peace that passes understanding (Phil. 4:7) be yours today. 

Thought for today; Remember this: you never lose as much as 
when you lose your peace. 
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August 4 

Do Not Give Offense 
I myselfalways strive to have a conscience without offense 

toward God and men. 
-Acts 24:16 

Scripture reading: Matthew 18:3-18 

S f ten people could have saved Sodom and Gomorrah, ten 
holy people in a church can hold the power of the Spirit un
til light reigns. We do not want to seek to save ourselves; on 

the contrary, we want to lose ourselves so that we may save the 
church (Matt. 16:25). You cannot stop distresses from coming; they 
will come, and offenses will come. But woe to those who cause of
fenses (Matt. 18:7). See that you do not cause offense. Live on a 
higher plane. See that your tongue does not speak evil of others. 

Have you ever fully seen the picture presented in the twenty
sixth chapter of Matthew? Jesus said, "One ofyou will betray Me" 
(v. 21). The disciples asked, "Lord, is it I?" (v. 22). Every one of 
them was so conscious of his human weaknesses that not a single 
one of them could say that it would not be he. 

How long do you think Jesus had known who would betray 
Him? Jesus had been with them, feeding them, walking up and 
down with them, and He had never told any of them that Judas 
would be His betrayer. Those who follow Jesus should be so sober 
and sensitive that they would not speak against someone else, 
whether the words are true or not. 

If Jesus had told the disciples that Judas would one day betray 
Him, what would have been the result? Everyone would have been 
bitter against Judas. So He saved all His disciples from being bitter 
against Judas for three years. 

What love! Can't you see that holy, divine Savior? If we saw 
Him clearly, every one of us would throw ourselves at His feet. If 
we had a crown worth millions of dollars, we would cast it at His 
feet and say, "You alone are worthy." 0 God, give us such a holy, 
intense, divine acquaintance with You that we would rather die 
than grieve You! 0 Jesus, we worship You! You are worthy! 

Thought for today: Oh, for inward character that will make us say, 
"A thousand deaths rather than sinning once." 
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August 5 

Fi[[ed with Life 
Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in 

word, in conduct, in loue, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 
-1 Timothy 4:12 

Scripture reading: Psalm 148 

g:e Holy Spirit fell upon a young man outside a church. He 
went into the church, where they were all very sedate. If 
anything were to move in that church out of the ordinary, it 

would have been extraordinary! This young man, with his fullness 
of life and zeal for the Master, started shouting and praising the 
Lord, manifesting the joy of the Lord; he disturbed the old saints. 

In this church, an old man was reading the Psalms quietly one 
day. It touched the young Spirit-filled man who was sitting behind 
him. And the young man shouted, "Glory!" Said the old man, "Do 
you call that religion?" 

The father of the young man was one of the deacons of the 
church. The other deacons gathered around him and said, "You 
must talk to your boy and make him understand that he has to 
wait until he is established before he manifests those things." So 
the father had a long talk with the boy and told him what the dea
cons had said. "You know," he said, "I must respect the deacons, 
and they have told me they won't put up with your enthusiasm. 
You have to wait until you are established." 

As they neared their horne, their horse made a sudden and 
complete stop. The father tried to make it go forward or backward, 
but the horse would not move for anything. 

"What is up with the horse?" asked the father of the boy. "Fa
ther," replied the boy, "this horse has gotten established." 

I pray that we will not get established in that way. God, loose 
us from these critical, long-faced, poisoned countenances, which 
haven't seen daylight for many days. Deliver us from acting in such 
a terrible way. We must have the reality of supernatural quicken
ing until we are sane and active and not in any way dormant, but 
filled with life, God working in us mightily by His Spirit. 

Thought for today: May the Lord save Pentecost from going to dry 
rot. 
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August 6 

Love That Bears with Others 
Bearing with one another in love . 

-Ephesians 4:2 

Scripture reading: Galatians 6:1~10 

ewe need to bear "with one another in love." How contrary 
this is to the hardness of men's hearts, contrary to the 
evil powers, contrary to the natural mind. It is God's love 

toward you that gives you tender, compassionate love toward one 
another. 

Only the broken, contrite heart has received the mark of God . 
It is in that secluded place where He speaks to you alone and en
courages you when you are down and out. When no hand is 
stretched out to you, He stretches out His hand with mercy and 
brings you into a place of compassion. Then you cannot think evil; 
then you cannot in any way act harshly. God has brought you into 
longsuffering, with tenderness and with love. 

In the church of God, where a soul is on fire, kindled with the 
love of God, there is a deeper love between me and that brother 
than there is between me and my earthly brother. Oh, this love 
that I am speaking about is divine love; it is not human love. It is 
higher than human love; it is more devoted to God. It will not be
tray. It is true in everything. You can depend on it. It won't change 
its character. In divine love, you will act exactly as Jesus would act, 
for you will act with the same spirit. "As He is, so are we in this 
world" (1 John 4:17). 

As your intimacy with Christ in the Spirit deepens, as you 
walk with Him "in the light as He is in the light" (1 John 1:7), then 
the fellowship becomes unique in all its plan. I pray that God will 
help us to understand it so that we will be able to be clothed upon 
(2 Cor. 5:2) as we have never been, with another majestic touch, 
with another ideal of heaven . 

Noone can love like God. And when He takes us into this di
vine love, we will precisely understand this word, this verse, for it 
is full of entreaty; it is full of passion and compassion; it has every 
touch of Jesus right in it. It is so lovely: "With all lowliness and 
gentleness, with longs ufferi ng, bearing with one another in love" 
(Eph.4:2). 
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August 6 

Isn't it glorious? You cannot find it anywhere else. You cannot 
get these pictures in any place you go. I challenge you to go into 
any library in the world and find words coined or brought forth like 
these words, unless they are copied from this Word. They aren't in 
nature's garden; they are in God's. It is the Spirit explaining, for 
He alone can explain this ideal of beatitudes. These words are mar
velous; they are beautiful; they are full of grandeur; they are God's. 
Hallelujah! 

Thought for today: You cannot bear with others until you know 
how God has borne with you. 
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August 7 

Pass It On 
Go therefore and make disciples ofall the nations, baptizing them 
in the name ofthe Father and ofthe Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 

and la, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. 
-Matthew 28:19 

Scripture reading: Acts 22:1-16 

s it was only out of the brokenness of Paul's life that 
blessing came forth, so it is out of the emptiness, brokenJfl ness, and yieldedness of our lives that God can bring forth 

all His glories through us to others. As someone once said, "Unless 
we pass on what we receive, we will lose it." If we didn't lose it, it 
would become stagnant. 

Virtue is always manifested through blessings that you have 
passed on. Nothing will be of any importance to you except what 
you pass on to others. God wants us to be so in the order of the 
Spirit that when He breaks upon us the alabaster box of ointments, 
which represents the precious anointing that He has for every child 
of His, we will be filled with perfumes of holy incense for the sake 
of others. Then we may be poured out for others, others may re
ceive the graces of the Spirit, and the entire church may be edified. 
The church will never know one dry day, but there will always be 
freshness and life that make all of our hearts burn together as we 
know that the Lord has talked with us once more. 

We must have this inward burning desire for more of God. We 
must not be at any stationary point. We must always have the most 
powerful telescopes, looking at and hurrying toward what God has 
called us to, so that He may perfect that forever. 

In these days, God has for us a blessed inheritance, so that we 
should no longer be barren or unfruitful, but rather be filled with 
all fullness, increasing with all increasings, having a measureless 
measure of the might of the Spirit in the inner man, so that we are 
always like a great river that presses on and heals everything that 
it touches. Oh, let it be so today! 

Thought for today: We must be hungry, always ready for every 
touch of God. 
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August 8 

Being a Peacemaker 
Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond ofpeace. 

-Ephesians 4:3 

ScrYJture reaaing: Matthew 5:9, 17-24 

(!) f all the things God intends for us to be, He intends for us to 
be peacemakers. 1 won't find a Scripture to help me make 
this point any better than Matthew 5:23-24: 

Therefore ifyou bring your gift to the altar, and there remem
ber that your brother has something against you, leave your 
gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled 
to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 

Most Christians are satisfied with the first meaning of this 
passage, but the second meaning is deeper. Most people believe it is 
perfectly right, if you have offended another, to go to that person 
and say, "Please forgive me," and you win your brother when you 
take that part. But this is the deeper sense: "If you...remember that 
your brother has something against you," go and forgive him his 
transgressions. It is so much deeper than getting your own side 
right to go and get his side right by forgiving him of all that he has 
done. 

That will be a stepping-stone to very rich grace in the area of 
keeping "the unity of the Spirit in the bond ofpeace. " Someone may 
say, "1 cannot forgive them because she did that and he said that. 
You know, he didn't recognize me at all. And he hasn't smiled at 
me for at least six months." Poor thing! May God help you through 
evil report and good report (2 Cor. 6:4, 8). God can take us right 
through if we get to the right side of grace. 

Friends, when you get to the place of forgiving your brother 
who has something against you, you will find that that is the great
est ideal of going on to perfection, and the Lord will help us "to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." The "bond of 
peace" is an inward bond between you and another child of God. 
Oh, glory to God! 

Thought for today: God wants us to have a pure love, a love that 
always helps someone else at its own expense. 
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August 9 

One Body 
There is one body and one Spirit. 

-Ephesians 4:4 

ScriPture reading: James 4:17; 5:1-12 

ewe must recognize that there is only one body. The longsuf
fering of God reaches out to believers who have the idea 
that only those in their church are right. That way of 

thinking is foolishness. It is foolishness for people to come to their 
Communion table and think that their table is the only table. What 
about the hundreds of people who are sitting around their tables 
partaking of the bread and the wine? Friend, the body of Christ 
consists of all who are in Christ. 

The Scriptures definitely say that all who are Christ's at His 
coming will be changed. It seems that we cannot be all Christ's un
less something is done, and God will sweep away so many attitudes 
that are spoiling our unity. We must reach the place of perfect love . 

Oh, the body appearing as one body! Oh, the entire body pos
sessing the same joy, the same peace, the same hope! No division, 
all one in Christ! Who can make a body like that? This body is 
made deep in the Cross. The blood takes away all impurities and 
everything that will mar the vessel. God is making a vessel for 
honor, fit for the Master's use (2 Tim. 2:21), joined with that 
body-one body. 

Let us be careful that we do not in any way defile the body, 
because God is chastening the body and fitting it together. There is 
something deeper down in the spirit of the regenerated person 
when the impurities of life and of the flesh fall off. Oh, there is a 
resemblance, a likeness, a perfection of holiness, of love! 0 God, 
take away the weaknesses and all the depravities. 

"Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually 
['in particular,' KJV]" (1 Cor. 12:27). I like the word "particular"; it 
tells us that there is just the right place for us. God is making us fit 
in that place so that for all time we will have a wonderful place in 
that body. 

Thought for today: You will never advance in the kingdom unless 
you see that in every church there is a nucleus that has as real a 
God as you have. 
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The Calling 
You were called in one hope ofyour calling. 

-Ephesians 4:4 

Scripture reaaing: John 3:1-21 

any people who are called miss the call because they are 
dull of hearing. There is something in the call, beloved. ~ "Many are called, but few are chosen" (Matt. 22:14). And 

how will the choice be made? The choice is always your choice first. 
You will fmd that gifts are your choice first. You will find that sal
vation is your choice. God has made it all, but you have to choose. 
God wants you to make an inward call, to be in a great intercessory 
condition of imploring the Holy One to prepare you for that won
derful spiritual body. 

Called! Beloved, I know that some people have the idea (and it 
is .a great mistake) that because they are not successful in every
thmg they touch, because they have failed in so many things that 
they desire to go forward in, because they don't seem to aspire in 
prayer as some do and perhaps don't enter into the fullness of 
tongues, there is no hope for them in this calling. Satan comes and 
says, "Look at that black list of your weaknesses and infirmities! 
You can never expect to be in that calling!" 

Yes, you can, beloved! God says it in the Scriptures. Oh be
loved, it is weakness that is made strong (2 Cor. 12:9). It is th~ last 
who can be made first (Matt. 19:30). What will make the whole 
situation different? Confessing our helplessness. God says that He 
feeds the hungry with good things, but the satisfied He sends away 
empty (Luke 1:53). If you want to grow in grace and in the knowl
edge of the grace of God, get hungry enough to be fed; get thirsty 
en?ug~ to cry out; be broken enough that you do not want any
thmg m the world unless He comes Himself. 

Let God comfort your heart. Let Him strengthen your weak
ness. Let Him cause you to come into the place of profit. Let Him 
help you into the place He has chosen for you, for "many are called, 
but few are chosen" (Matt. 22:14). But God has a big choice. 

Thought for today: I am glad I cannot measure Jesus, but I am 
glad I can touch Him all the same. 
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August 11 

The Measure of Christ's Gift 

To each one ofus grace was given according to 
the measure ofChrist's gift. 

-Ephesians 4:7 

Scripture reading: Romans 12 

cy race and gifts are equally abounding in Jesus. As you place 
your strength on Jesus, as you allow the Holy Spirit to pene
trate every thought, always bringing on the canvas of the 

mind a perfect picture of holiness, purity, and righteousness, you 
enter into Him and become entitled to all the riches of God. 

How do you measure up today? God gives a measure. "To each 
one ofus grace was given according to the measure ofChrist's gift. " 

I know that salvation, while it is a perfect work, is an insula
tion that may have any number of volts behind it. In the days when 
bare wires were laid, when electric power was obtained from Niag
ara, I am told that there was a city whose lights suddenly went out. 
Following the wires, the repairmen came to a place where a cat had 
gotten on the wires, and the lights had been stopped. 

I find that the dynamo of heaven can be stopped with a smaller 
thing than a cat. An impure thought stops the circulation. An act 
can stop the growth of the believer. 

So I find that if I am going to have all the revelations of Jesus 
brought to me, I must strive for all that God has for me through a 
pure and clean heart, right thoughts, and an inward affection to
ward Him. Then heaven bursts through my human frame, and all 
the rays of heaven flow through my body. Hallelujah! It is lovely! 

The measure of the gift of Christ remains with you. I cannot 
go on with inspiration unless I am going on with God in perfection. 
I cannot know the mind of the natural and the mysteries of the 
hidden things with God unless I have power to penetrate every
thing between me and heaven. And there is nothing that goes 
through but a pure heart, for the pure in heart will see God (Matt. 
5:8) . 

Thought for today: We must let Him be enthroned, and then He 
will lift us to the throne. 
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August 12 

God Perfects His People 

When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts to men. 

-Ephesians 4:8 

Scripture reaaing: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 

cy od has gifts for men. You ask, "What kind of men?" Even for 
rebels. Did they desire to be rebels? No. Sometimes there are 
transgressions that break our hearts and make us groan and 

travail. Was it our desire to sin? No. God looks right at the very 
canvas of our whole life histories, and He has set His mind upon us. 

Your weakness has to be sifted like the chaff before the wind, 
and every seed will bring forth pure grain after God's mind. The 
fire will burn like an oven to burn up the stubble (Mal. 4:1), but the 
wheat will be gathered into the granary, the treasury of the Most 
High God, and He Himself will lay hold of us. 

What is this process for? The perfecting of the saints. (See 
Ephesians 4: 11-12.) Oh, just think-that brokenness of yours is to 
be made whole like Him; that weakness of yours is to be made 
strong like Him! You have to bear the image of the Lord in every 
detail. You have to have the mind of Christ (Phil. 2:5) in perfection, 
in beauty. 

Beloved, don't fail and shrivel up because of the hand of God 
upon you, but realize that God must purify you for the perfecting 
of the saints. Oh, Jesus will help you. Friend, what are you going to 
do with this golden opportunity, with this inward pressure of a cry 
of God in your soul? Are you going to let others be crowned while 
you lose the crown? Are you willing to be brought into captivity 
today for God? 

You must decide some things. If you are not baptized, you 
must seek the baptism of the Spirit of God. And if there is anything 
that has marred the fruit or interfered with all of His plan, I im
plore you to let the blood so cover, let the anointing of Christ so 
come, let the vision of Christ be so seen, that you will have a meas
ure that will take all that God has for you. 

Thought for today: There are no buts in the sanctification of the 
Spirit. But and ifare gone, replaced with shall and will. 
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August 13 

The Word of God in Us 
Clearly you are an epistle of Christ. 

-2 Corinthians 3:3 

Scrwture reading: Colossians 3:12-25 

B1ink about these words: "Clearly you are an epistle of 
Christ. " What an ideal position that now the sons of God are 
being manifested; now the glory is being seen; now the 

Word of God is becoming an expressed purpose in life until the 
Word has begun to live in God's children. 

This position was truly evident in the life of Paul when he 
came to a climax and said, "1 have been crucified with Christ; it is 
no longer 1 who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which 1 now 
live in the flesh 1 live by faith in the Son ofGod" (Gal. 2:20). 

How can Christ live in you? There is no way for Christ to live 
in you except by the manifested Word in you, declaring every day 
that you are a living epistle of the Word of God. 

It is the living Christ; it is the divine likeness to God; it is the 
express image of Him. The Word is the only factor that works out 
and brings forth in you these glories of identification between you 
and Christ. It is the Word richly dwelling in your hearts by faith 
(Col. 3:16). 

We may begin at Genesis and go right through the Scriptures 
and be able to recite them, but unless they are a living power 
within us, they will be a dead letter. Everything that comes to us 
must be quickened by the Spirit. "The letter kills, but the Spirit 
gives life" (2 Cor. 3:6). 

We must have life in everything. Who knows how to pray ex
cept as the Spirit prays (Rom. 8:26)? What kind of prayer does the 
Spirit pray? The Spirit always brings to your remembrance the 
Scriptures, and He brings forth all your cries and your needs better 
than your words. The Spirit always takes the Word of God and 
brings your heart, mind, soul, cry, and need into the presence of 
God. 

So we are not able to pray except as the Spirit prays, and the 
Spirit only prays according to the will of God (v. 27), and the will of 
God is all in the Word of God. No man is able to speak according to 
the mind of God and bring forth the deep things of God by his own 
mind. 
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August 13 

God, help us to understand this, for it is out of the heart that 
all things proceed (Matt. 12:34). When we have entered in with 
God into the mind of the Spirit, we will find that God enraptures 
our hearts. 

"Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, 'The Spirit 
who dwells in us yearns jealously'?" (James 4:5). I have been pon
dering over that verse for years, but now I can see that the Holy 
Spirit very graciously, very extravagantly, puts everything to one 
side so that He may enrapture our hearts with a great inward cry 
for Jesus. The Holy Spirit "yearns jealously" for us to have all the 
divine will of God in Christ Jesus right in our hearts. 

When I speak about the "tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart" 
(2 Cor. 3:3), I mean the inward love. Nothing is as sweet to me as 
to know that the heart yearns with compassion. Eyes may see, ears 
may hear, but you may be immovable on those two lines unless you 
have an inward cry where "deep calls unto deep" (Ps. 42:7). 

When God gets into the depths of our hearts, He purifies every 
intention of the thoughts and the joys. We are told in the Word 
that it is ''joy inexpressible and full ofglory" (1 Pet. 1:8). 

Beloved, it is true that the commandments were written on 
tablets of stone. Moses, like a great big loving father over Israel, 
had a heart full of joy because God had shown him a plan by which 
Israel could partake of great things through these commandments. 
But God says that now the epistle of Christ is "not on tablets of 
stone" (2 Cor. 3:3), which made the face of Moses shine with great 
joy. It is deeper than that, more wonderful than that: the com
mandments are in our hearts; the deep love of God is in our hearts; 
the deep movings of eternity are rolling in and bringing God in. 
Hallelujah! 

Oh, beloved, let God the Holy Spirit have His way today in un
folding to us all the grandeur of His glory. Yes, He is minel Be
loved, He is mine! 

Thought for today: No one is perfected or equipped in any area 
except as the living Word abides in him. 
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August 14 

Our Trust Must Be in God 

We have such trust through Christ toward God. 
-2 Corinthians 3:4 

Scripture reading: Psalm 37 

ewe need to get to a place where we are beyond trusting in 
ourselves. It is not bad to have self-confidence, but we 
must never rest upon anything in the human. The only 

sure place to rest is where you are trusting fully in God. 
In His name we go. In Him we trust. And God brings us the 

victory. When we do not trust in ourselves, but when our whole 
trust rests upon the authority of the mighty God, He has promised 
to be with us at all times, to make the path straight, and to make a 
way through all the mountains. Then we understand how it was 
that David could say, "Your gentleness has made me great" (2 Sam. 
22:36). 

Ah, God is the lover of souls! We have no confidence in the 
flesh. Our confidence can only be placed in and rest upon the One 
who never fails, the One who knows the end from the beginning, 
the One who is able to come in at the midnight hour as easily as at 
midday. In fact, God makes the night and the day alike to the per
son who rests completely in His will with the knowledge that "all 
things work together for good to those who love God" (Rom. 8:28) 
and trust in Him. And we have such trust in Him. 

This is the worthy position; this is where God wants all souls 
to be. We would find that we would not run His errands and make 
mistakes; we would not be settling down in the wrong place. We 
would know that our lives were as surely in agreement with the 
thoughts of God as the leading of the children of Israel through the 
wilderness. And we would be able to say, "Not one good thing has 
the Lord withheld from me" CPs. 84:11), and "All the promises of 
God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through 
us" (2 Cor. 1:20). 

May the Lord help you to have less confidence in yourself, and 
to trust wholly in Him. Bless His name! 

Thought }or today: There is so much failure in self-assurance. 
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Living in the Spirit 

The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 
-2 Corinthians 3:6 

Scripture reading: John 6:53-71 

Jfl s I go on with God, He wants me to understand all His 
deep things. We cannot define, separate, or deeply investi
gate and unfold this holy plan of God unless we have the 

life of God, the thought of God, the Spirit of God, and the revela
tion of God. The Word of Truth is pure, spiritual, and divine. If you 
try to discern it without the help of the Spirit, you will end up with 
a limited, human understanding. 

People who are spiritual can only be fed with spiritual food. 
We must see that we not only need the baptism of the Spirit, bllt 
we also need to come to a place where there is only the baptism of 
the Spirit left. In John's gospel, Jesus says He does not speak or act 
of Himself: "The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My 
own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works" 
(John 14:10). 

We must know that the baptism ofthe Spirit immerses us into 
an intensity of zeal, into a likeness to Jesus; it makes us into pure, 
liquid metal so hot for God that it travels like oil from vessel to 
vesseL This divine life of the Spirit will let us see that we have 
ceased, yet we have begun. We are at the end for a beginning. 

God, help us to see that we may be filled with the letter with
out being filled with the Spirit. We may be filled with knowledge 
without having divine knowledge. And we may be filled with won
derful natural things and still remain natural men. But we cannot 
remain natural men in this truth that I am dealing with here. No 
one is able to walk this way unless he is in the Spirit. He must live 
in the Spirit, and he must realize all the time that he is growing in 
that same ideal of his Master, "in season and out of season" (2 Tim, 
4:2), always beholding the face of the Master, Jesus (Matt. 18:10). 

Thought for today: We can understand the Word of God only by 
the Spirit of God. 
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August 16 

Delight to Do GOd's will 
How will the ministry ofthe Spirit not be more glorious? 

-2 Corinthians 3:8 

Scripture reading: 1 Peter 1:13-25 

ay the Lord help us to understand His word. I see the 
truth as it was brought to the Israelites in the law. Paul~had something to glory in when he kept the law and was 

blameless, but he said he threw that to one side to win Him who is 
even greater than that (PhiL 3:8). 

Now we come to the question: what is in the law that isn't glo
rious? Nothing. It was so glorious that Moses was filled with joy in 
the expectation of what it was. But what is ours in the excellence of 
glory? It is this: we live, we move, we reign over all things. It is not 
"Do, do, do"; it is "Will, will, will." I rejoice to do. It is no longer 
"Thou shalt not"; it is "I will." "[ delight to do Your will, 0 my 
God" (Ps. 40:8). So the glory is far exceeding. And, beloved, in our 
hearts there is exceeding glory. Oh, the joy of this celestial touch! 

Oh yes, the glory is exceeding. The glory is excellent. When 
Peter was describing that wonderful day on the Mount of Trans
figuration, he said, "Such a voice came to Him [Christ] from the 
Excellent Glory" (2 Pet. 1:17). And so we are hearing from the Ex
cellent Glory. It is so lovely. 

If I were to say to you, "Whatever you do, you must try to ex
ercise self-control in order to be holy," I would miss it. I would be 
altogether outside of His plan. But by the Holy Spirit, I take the 
words of the epistle that says, "Be holy" (1 Pet. 1:16). For when 
you lose your heart and Another takes your heart, and you lose 
your desires and He takes the desires, then you live in that sun
shine of bliss that no mortal can ever touch. 

Divine immortality swallows up all natural mortality. It is 
lovely to walk in the Spirit; then we will not fulfill any part of the 
law without the Spirit causing us to dwell in safety, rejoice in
wardly, praise God reverently, and know that we are an increasing 
force of immortality swallowing up life. Hallelujahl 

Thought for today: It is as easy as possible to be holy, but you can 
never be holy by trying to be. 
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August 17 

Beautiful Righteousness 
For if the ministry ofcondemnation had glory, the ministry of 

righteousness exceeds much more in glory. 
-2 Corinthians 3:9 

Scripture reading: Psalm 11 

fiothing is as beautiful as righteousness. All the excellent 
glory is in Him. All righteousness is in Him. Everything 
that pertains to holiness and godliness, everything that 

denounces and brings to death the carnal, everything that makes 
you know you have ceased to be forever, is found in the knowledge 
of the endless power in the risen Christ. As Paul wrote, "If anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; be
hold, all things have become new" (2 Cor. 5:17). 

When you come to the very essence of Christ's ministry, you 
see the righteousness of His purpose. The excellence of His minis
try was the glory that covered Him. His Word was convincing, in
flexible, divine, and eternal. It never failed. 

Oh, the righteousness of God. If Christ said it, it was there. He 
said it, and it stood fast CPs. 33:9). It was an unchangeable condi
tion with Him. When God spoke, it was done (v. 9). And His right
eousness abides. God must have us in this place of righteousness. 
We must be people of our word. People ought to be able to depend 
on our word. God is establishing righteousness in our hearts so 
that we will not exaggerate about anything. 

Jesus was true inwardly and outwardly. He is "the way, the 
truth, and the life" (John 14:6), and on these things we can build; 
on these things we can pray; on these things we can live. When we 
know that our own hearts do not condemn us (1 John 3:21), we can 
say to the mountain, "Be removed" (Matt. 21:21). But when our 
own hearts condemn us, there is no power in prayer, no power in 
preaching, no power in anything. We are just sounding brass and 
clanging cymbals (1 Cor. 13:1). 

May God the Holy Spirit show us there must be a ministry of 
righteousness. We ought to stand by our word and abide by it. Ifwe 
were cut in two, our persecutors should find pure gold right 
through us. That is what I call righteousness. Jesus was righteous
ness through and through. He is lovely! Oh, truly, He is beautiful! 
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One thing God wants to establish in our hearts is the impor
tance of being like Him. Be like Him in character. Don't be trou
bled so much about your outward appearance, but be more 
concerned about your heart. Makeup won't change the heart. All 
the adorning of silks and satins won't create purity. Beloved, if I 
was going down a road and I saw a foxtail sticking out of a hole, I 
wouldn't ask anybody what was inside. And if there is anything 
hanging outside of us, we know what is inside. God wants right
eousness in the inward parts, purity through and through. 

The Bible is the plumb line of everything. And so, may God the 
Holy Spirit bring us into that blessed ministry of righteousness. 
Amen! Glory to God! 

Thought for today: Unless we are lined right up with the Word of 
God, we will fail in the measure in which we are not righteous. 
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A Heaven[y Citizenship 

For our citizenship is in heaven. 
-Philippians 3:20 

Scripture reading: Philippians 3 

g'ie law is truly "our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we 
might be Justified by faith" (Gal. 3:24). I am glad that laws 
are established on the earth. Law is good when it helps to 

keep things in order in society. 
But, beloved, we belong to a higher, nobler citizenship, and it 

isn't an earthly citizenship, for "our citizenship is in heaven" (Phil. 
3:20). So we must see that there is an excellent glory. about this 
position we are holding in Christ. For if the natural law will keep 
an earthly city in somewhat moderate conditions, what will the ex
cellent glory be in the divine relationship of the citizenship to 
which we belong? 

All those who are getting ready for this glorious eternity have 
a consciousness of God within. God is working to change their very 
natures, preparing them for greater things. There is only perfect 
purification in looking upward to God. All the saints of God who 
get the real vision of this wonderful transformation are seeing 
every day that the world is getting worse and worse. It is ripening 
for Judgment. God is bringing us to a place where we who are 
spiritual are have a clear vision that we must, at any cost, put off 
the works of darkness; we must be getting ourselves ready for the 
glorious Day-the excellent glory. 

I call it an excellent glory because it outshines everything else. 
It makes all the people feel a longing to go to heaven. What there is 
about the excellent glory is this: the earth is filled with broken 
hearts, but the excellent glory is filled with redeemed men and 
women, filled with the excellency of the graces of the glory of God. 
Oh, the excellent glory is marvelous! Ah, praise the Lord, 0 my 
soul! Hallelujah! 

Thought for today: There is no gravity to the spirit. There is no 
gravity to thought. There is no gravity to inspiration. There is no 
gravity to divine union with Christ. It is above all; it rises higher; it 
sits on the throne; it claims it purposes. 
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The Proper Use of Liberty 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 
-2 Corinthians 3:17 

Scripture reading: Galatians 5:1-15 

ewe must never abuse liberty; we must be in the place where 
liberty can use us. Ifwe misuse liberty, we will be as dead 
as possible, and our efforts will all end with a fizzle. But if 

we are in the Spirit, the Lord of Life is the same Spirit. I believe it 
is right to jump for joy, but don't jump until the joy makes you 
jump, because if you do, you will jump flat. If you jump as the joy 
makes you jump, you will bounce up again . 

In the Spirit, there is a divine plan. If Pentecostal people come 
into this plan in meekness and in the true knowledge of God, every 
heart in each meeting will be moved by the Spirit. 

Liberty has many aspects to it, but no liberty is going to help 
people as much as testimony. I find people who don't know how to 
testify properly. We must testify only as the Spirit gives utterance. 
We find in the book of Revelation that "the testimony ofJesus is the 
spirit ofprophecy" (Rev. 19:10). 

Sometimes our flesh keeps us down, but our hearts are so full 
that they lift us up. Have you ever been like that? The flesh is fas
tening you to your seat, but your heart is bubbling over. At last the 
heart has more power, and you stand up. Then in that heart affec
tion for Jesus, in the Spirit of love and in the knowledge of truth, 
you begin to testify, and when you are done, you sit down. Liberty 
used wrongly goes on after you have finished saying what God 
wants you to say, and it spoils the meeting. Do not use your liberty 
except for the glory of God . 

So many churches are spoiled by long prayers and long testi
monies. If he stays in the Spirit, the speaker can tell when he 
should sit down. When you begin to speak your own words, people 
get tired and wish that you would sit down. The anointing ceases, 
and you sit down worse than when you rose up. 

It is nice for a person to begin cold and warm up as he goes on . 
When he catches fire and sits down in the midst of it, he will keep 
the fire afterward. Look! It is lovely to pray, and it is a joy to hear 
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you pray, but when you go on and on after you are truly done, all 
the people get tired of it. 

This excellent glory should go on to a liberality to everybody, 
and this would prove that all the church is in liberty. The church 
ought to be free so that the people always go away feeli.ng, "Oh, I 
wish the meeting had gone on for another hour," or "What a glori
ous time we had at that prayer meeting!" or "Wasn't that testi 
mony meeting a revelation!" That is the way to finish up. Never 
finish up with something too long; finish up with something too 
short. Then everybody comes again eager to pick up where they left 
off. 

Thought for today: We are not to use liberty because we have it to 
use, but we are to let the liberty use us. 

354 

Fro~~: 

But we all, with unL't: :.:: i 
the Lord, are being ~ .::  "7) 

glory.,' .:I 

Scripture reading: P5~' - 

81ere are glo~~~o __31 

JOYS and an ,,-, -- =
Beloved, v;f_ -:-:-, ., "

hearts, it absolutel:: .-c...::JI 
Word of the Lord. 10-::': c...:: I 

are absolutely ch2:'_;--< .. 
other. 

Look into the:::" - -::: 
will be changed "..:,.. - ~ 

else except the ,\y.: :' = :.... 
to put aside the ,\Y: ~ = 

I implore YOL:-'" ~.. 
lives of any ofthe~-:- -~ 
grand truths of :~. -:-' -r. 
your life, must be: -'. 
you are of the ,\Y,:=-=· c. 
epistle of Christ" ~ . I 
thing so that by :~. -:- ::--.:-~ 

Where there • ~_0 

life, God, in Hi~ ;-::-. - 11 
equip you for tt::.::::_ - • 
can never be p::e:::::...- -. :.. 
spirit, except by :-..~ :......: ....:: II 
'whole heart to t~. -:- . " - ~ 
Dn His spiritua:. :::~:c:. -~ 

Thought for tll.:.:. 
,:oy. your very ~-:- - 

Kings. He is L:::- = 

Ee ;;:hould haye :.> 


http:feeli.ng


·c :::--=2.., done, all 

::' everybody, 
--,:-:-:' The church 

" :'~ling, "Oh, I 
~ ';\nat a glori
::...o::.'~ that testi
~~::: up. Never 

---- :,mething too 
-: ~.- .:J.ere they left 

-,: -= 'se have it to 

August 10 

From G[ory to G[ory 

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of 
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to 

glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
-2 Corinthians 3:18 

Scripture reading: Psalm 34 

81ere are glories upon glories, and joys upon joys, exceeding 
joys and an abundance of joys, and a measureless measure. 
Beloved, when we get the Word so wonderfully into our 

hearts, it absolutely changes us in everything. As we feast on the 
Word of the Lord, eat and digest the truth, inwardly eat of Him, we 
are absolutely changed every day from one state of grace to an
other. 

Look into the perfect mirror of the face of the Lord, and you 
will be changed "from glory to glory. " You will never find anything 
else except the Word of God to take you there. So you cannot afford 
to put aside the Word, 

I implore you, beloved, that you do not come short in your own 
lives of any of these blessed teachings we have been sharing. These 
grand truths of the Word of God must be your testimony, must be 
your life, must be your pattern. You must be in the Word; in fact, 
you are of the Word. God says to you by the Spirit that "you are an 
epistle of Christ" (2 Cor. 3:3). Let us see to it that we put off every
thing so that by the grace of God we may put on everything. 

Where there is a standard that hasn't been reached in your 
life, God, in His grace, by His mercy and your yieldedness, can 
equip you for that place. He can prepare you for that place that you 
can never be prepared for except by a broken heart and a contrite 
spirit, except by yielding to the will of God. If you will come with a 
whole heart to the throne of grace, God will meet you and build you 
on His spiritual plane. Amen. Praise the Lord! 

Thought for today: Give Him all; let Him have all: your heart's 
joy, your very life. Let Him have it. He is worthy. He is King of 
Kings. He is Lord of Lords. He is my Savior. He died to deliver me. 
He should have the crown. 
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The Hope of Glory 
We have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 

and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
-Romans 5:2 

Scripture reading: John 7 

!IOU must know where you are going. The great, mighty master
piece of all is the great plan of the Rapture. It is the hope of 
glory, divine life, the peace of God, and the enrichment of the 

soul. It is ''poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit" (Rom. 5:5). 
The Holy Spirit is the manifestation of God's Son. He is so 

uniquely divine that He has the power to overcome. His power is 
pure. His power must not cease to develop. The Holy Spirit is there 
to create development and to help us progress in our faith as the 
Lord would have us to. 

We are saved by His life. Now that we have received salvation, 
He wants to open our eyes to understand what Christ really did for 
us. "In due time" (v. 6), when there was no other to save us, when 
there was no hope, when the law had failed, Christ took our place, 
delivered us from all the powers of human weaknesses and failure, 
and so came to us in our sins. He reached out to us in love "while 
we were still sinners" (v. 8). At just the right moment, He died for 
us and delivered us from the power of the Devil, delivered us from 
death, delivered us from sin, delivered us from the grave, and gave 
us a hope of immortality through His life. We are saved by His life. 

Jesus is eternal. He has the power to impart eternal gifts. He 
has delivered us from the curse of the law and set us free. Who 
loves the Gospel as much as those who have been saved? What is 
the Gospel? It is "the power of God to salvation" (Rom. 1:16). It has 
the power to bring immortality and life. Through His life in us, we 
are delivered from all things and are being prepared for the glori
ous hope of the coming of the Lord. That is why we sing, "He arose! 
He arose! Hallelujah, Christ arose! 

Thought for tOday: Everything in the Father's house is ours, but it 
will come only through obedience. 
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August 22 

Greater Works 

He who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and 
greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 

-John 14:12 

Scripture reading: John 14:1-14 

cwhY was Jesus' perspective so full? Because Jesus saw great 
potential in the disciples. He knew He had the material 
that would bring out what would prove to be a real satisfac

tion to the world-to heaven and to the world. The glorified, trained, 
wonderfully modified, and then again glorified positions of these 
fishermen were surely ideal places in which to be. 

What were the disciples? For one thing, they were unlearned. 
However, God taught them. It is far better to have the learning of 
the Spirit than anything else. They were ignorant; He enlarged 
them. They were beside themselves because they had been touched 
with the divine life. If the Most High God touches you, you will be 
beside yourself. As long as you hold your own, the natural and the 
spiritual will be mixed; but if you ever jump over the lines by the 
power of the new creation, you will find He has gotten a hold of 
you. 

Divine wisdom will never make you foolish. Divine wisdom will 
give you a sound mind; divine wisdom will give you a touch of di
vine nature. Divine life is full of divine appointment and equipping, 
and you cannot be filled with the power of God without a manifes
tation. It is my prayer that we would understand that to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit is to be filled with manifestation, the glory of 
the Lord being in the midst of us, manifesting His divine power. 

Jesus knew that these people He had before Him were going to 
do greater things than He had done. How could they do them? 
None of us is able; none of us is capable. But as we believe in Him, 
we can do greater works because He is in heaven interceding for 
us. 

Thought for today: Our incapability has to be clothed with His di
vine ability, and our helplessness has to be filled with His power of 
helpfulness. 
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The Comfort of the Ho[y Spirit 

I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever. 

-John 14:16 KJV 

Scripture reading: John 14:15-31 

rfesus knew that He was going away and that, if He went away, 
it was expedient, it was necessary, it was important that An
other come in His place and continue guiding and teaching 

them as He had been (John 16:7, 14 KJV). "You in Me, and I in 
you" (John 14:20). There was a plan of divine order. So the Holy 
Spirit was to come. 

I want you to see what has to take place when the Holy Spirit 
comes: 

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit 
of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him 
not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: 
I will come to you. (John 14:16-18 KJV) 

I don't know a word that could be as fitting at this time as this 
word "Comforter." I want to take you with me into the coming of 
this Holy Spirit. 

After Jesus ascended to heaven, He asked the Father to send 
the Comforter. It was a needy moment, a needy hour, a necessity. 
Why? Because the disciples would need comforting. 

How could they be comforted? The Holy Spirit would take the 
word of Christ and reveal it to them (John 16:14). What could help 
them as much as a word by the Spirit? For the Spirit is breath, is 
life, is person, is power. He gives the breath of Himself to us, the 
nature of Him. How beautiful that, when the Spirit came, He 
should be called the "Spirit of truth" (John 14:17). Oh, if we would 
only let that truth sink deep into our hearts! 

Some people have wondered that if they were to ask for the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, if an evil power could come instead or if 
an evil power could possess them while they were waiting for the 
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Holy Spirit. No! When you receive the Holy Spirit, you receive the 
Spirit of Truth, the Spirit who gives revelation, the Spirit who 
takes the words of Jesus and makes them life to you. In your mo
ment of need, He is the Comforter. 

Thought for today: When the Holy Spirit comes into your body, He 
comes to unveil the King, to assure you of His presence. 
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The Work of the Ho[y Spirit 
He will take ofMine and declare it to you. 

-John 16:15 

Scriyture reading: John 16:5-15 

cwhat will the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit is prophetic. 
He says, "Be of good cheer" (John 16:33); "Take My yoke 
upon you and learn from Me" (Matt. 11:29); "Have peace 

with one another" (Mark 9:50). You say, "But that is what Jesus 
said." It is what the Holy Spirit is taking and revealing to us. The 
Holy Spirit is the spokesman in these days, and He speaks the 
Word. The Holy Spirit takes the words of Jesus, and He is so full of 
truth that He never adds anything to them. He gives you the un
adulterated Word of Truth, the Word of Life. 

What are His words? Truths like these: "1 am the light of the 
world" (John 8:12); "For God did not send His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be 
saved" (John 3:17); and "Come to Me, all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest" (Matt. 11:28). The Holy Spirit 
takes these words and gives them to you. 

The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, is bringing forth the Word 
of Life. "1 will give you rest." Rest? Oh, there is no rest like it! It 
can come in your moment of greatest trial. 

When my dear wife was lying dead, the doctors could do noth
ing, and they said to me, "She is done; we cannot help you." My 
heart was so moved, and I said, "0 God, I can't spare her!" 

I went up to her and I said, "Oh, come back, come back and 
speak to me. Come back, come back!" 

And the Spirit of the Lord moved, and she came back and 
smiled again. 

Then the Holy Spirit said to me, "She is mine. Her work is 
done; she is mine." 

Oh, the comforting word! No one else could have done it, but 
the Comforter came. At that moment, my dear wife passed away. 

Thought for today; The Comforter has a word for us this day. 
There is only one Comforter, and He has been with the Father 
from the beginning. He comes only to give light. 
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Be Specific in What You Ask 

One thing I have desired of the LORD, that will I seek. 
-Psalm 27:4 

Scr~ture reading: Psalm 27 

e person who says "I am ready for anything" will never get 
it. "What are you seeking, my brother?" "Oh, 1 am ready for ~anything." You will never get anything. 

When the Lord reveals to you that you must be filled with the 
Holy Spirit, seek only that one thing, and God will give you that 
one thing. It is necessary for you to seek one thing first. 

Never forget, the baptism will always be as it was in the be
ginning. It has not changed. And if you want a real baptism, expect 
it to be just the same as the early believers had it at the beginning. 

"What did they have at the beginning?" you ask. 
Well, they knew when others had the same experience they 

had had at the beginning, for they heard them speak in tongues. 
That is the only way they did know, because they heard the others 
saying the same things in the Spirit that they had said at the be
ginning. As it was in the beginning, so it will be forever. 

1 do not say anything against ordination; 1 think that is very 
good. However, there is an ordination that is better, and it is the 
ordination with the King. This is the only ordination that is going 
to equip you for the future. 

The person who has passed through that ordination goes forth 
with fresh feet-the preparation of the Gospel (Eph. 6:15); he goes 
forth with a fresh voice, speaking as the Spirit gives utterance 
(Acts 2:4); he goes forth with a fresh mind, his mind being illumi
nated by the power of God (see Hebrews 8:10); he goes forth with a 
fresh vision and sees all things new. (See 2 Corinthians 5:17.) 

When the Holy Spirit comes, He will reveal things to you. Has 
He revealed them yet? He is going to do it. Just expect Him to do 
so. The best thing for you is to expect Him to do it now. 

Thought for today: The King is already on His throne, but He 
needs crowning; when the Holy Spirit comes, He crowns the King 
inside of us. 
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Overcoming Hindrances 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak with other tongues. 
-Acts 2:4 

Scripture reading: Acts 2:1-41 

Gxpect any manifestation of the Spirit when you are coming 
through into the baptism. As far as I am concerned, you can 
have the biggest time on earth; you can scream as much as 

you like. Yet some people are wary of how they will react. 
A woman in Switzerland came to me after I had helped her 

and asked to speak to me further. "Now that I feel I am healed," 
she said, "and that terrible carnal passion that has bound and hin
dered me is gone, I feel that I have a new mind. I believe I would 
like to receive the Holy Spirit, but when I hear these people 
screaming, I feel like running away." 

After that, we were at another meeting in Switzerland where a 
large hotel was joined to the building. At the close of one of the 
morning services, the power of God fell-that is the only way I can 
describe it, the power of God fell. This poor, timid creature who 
couldn't bear to hear anybody scream, screamed so loud that all the 
waiters in this big hotel came out with their aprons on and with 
their trays to see what was up. Nothing was especially up. Some
thing had come down, and it had so altered the situation that this 
woman could stand anything after that. 

When God begins dealing with you on the baptism, He begins 
on this line: He starts with the things that are the most difficult. 
He starts with your fear; He starts with your human nature. He 
puts the fear away; He gets the human nature out of the way. And 
just as you dissolve, just as the power of the Spirit brings a dis
solving to your human nature, in the same act the Holy Spirit flows 
into the place where you are being dissolved, and you are quick
enedjust where you come into death. 

Thought for today: As you die-naturally, humanly, carnally, 
selfishly-to every evil thing, the new life, the Holy Spirit, floods 
the whole condition until you become transformed. 

362 

,,-- -;:7J 

Scripture reading: P~,,-. :

G){Jhen the H:.: -:-.::.!!! 

the tonguE: = -=\!I 

exactly a~ -. ...... 
said. 

The Holy SpiI';' ; .:.!'II 

necessary words at -. - .+J 
Holy Spirit takes C:-.::': ~cl 

thoughts and langu" :::". ~ 
If we get to the :: _:: 17 

then God takes tl-.. · 
thought for ourseh';:;~ J7 

der with God. Taki::-.= 
human self, not se,,:~-_~ I 

that God will be =----=>: J 

be the chief Worker :: -:. ~ --:!! 

is holy order. 
There is a hoI:; 

selves "holy order~.' _. l 
permeated your nar-"::7 -....:.I 

with your human n:'i:~,: 1 
itself, God turned t:-.=- . 
in His divine power" - - ~ 

Thought for today: I -, 
as I live, take adva:r::: ~ .:~ 7. 
to be subservient to -::-.7 :.:" 



,---""""-=~' 

.-~: z:::n 

are coming 
you can 

-'- ElE much as 

-, ~ nelped her 
= L'1l healed," 

.'--' ,=-=-'ld and hin
, ,,:':ew I would 

,- :hese people 

, - ,,~~and where a 
:- one of the 

way I can 
~::,eature who 

: -.:::: that all the 
- :::.~ on and with 

up. Some
.:.~::on that this 

. .:.: .-~:::. He begins 
'. . -" 2Jst difficult. 

~. ----.:.:: nature. He 
way. And 

- --.: brings a dis
- ~ =~~,- Spirit flows 
:.... ~ :::u are quick

~ . :. carnally, 

~_ ,~::." Spirit, floods 

'~ 

August 17 

Controlled by the Ho[y Spirit 

No man can tame the tongue. 
-James 3:8 

Scripture reading: Psalm 19 

cwhen the Holy Spirit begins, He tames the whole body until 
the tongue, moved by the power of the Spirit, says things 
exactly as the Lord would be delighted for them to be 

said. 
The Holy Spirit is the Comforter; the Holy Spirit takes the 

necessary words at the right time and gives them to you. After the 
Holy Spirit takes charge of you, He is the Comforter who brings 
thoughts and language to your life, and it is amazing. 

If we get to the place where we take no thought for ourselves, 
then God takes thought for us; but as long as we are taking 
thought for ourselves, we are somewhat hindered in this divine or
der with God. Taking no thought for yourself, no desire for your 
human self, not seeking anything for your human condition but 
that God will be glorified in your body and spirit and that He will 
be the chief Worker on every line-this is divine appointment. This 
is holy order. 

There is a holy order. There are sects today that call them
selves "holy orders," but the only holy order is where God has so 
permeated your nature that the 'l'rinity comes and blends perfectly 
with your human nature. Where the human nature could not help 
itself, God turned the captivity of the wheels of nature and poured 
in His divine power until the nature itself became divine property. 

Thought for today: I must never, under any circumstances, as long 
as I live, take advantage of God or Jesus or the Holy Spirit. I have 
to be subservient to the power of God. 
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You Have an Anointing 
But you have an anointing from the Holy One. 

-1 John 2:20 

Scripture reading: 1 John 2:15-29 

iJ nother of the roles of the Holy Spirit that is necessary for 
today we find in John 14:26: 

~ , 
But the Comforter, which is the Holy [Spirit], whom the Fa
ther will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you. (KJV) 

Jesus said something very similar in a later chapter: "He will 
take of what is Mine and declare [reveal] it to you" (John 16:14). 
Everything that has been revealed to you was first taken. So, first, 
the Holy Spirit takes of what is Christ's and reveals it to you. Then 
you come to the place where you need another touch. What is it? In 
the necessity of your ministry, He will bring to your remembrance 
everything that you need in your ministry. That is an important 
thing for preachers. God will give us His Word, and if there is any
thing special we need, He will bring that to our memories, too. The 
Holy Spirit comes to bring the Word to our remembrance. 

I will throw this word out to you as a help for future reflection: 
"You shall receive power" (Acts 1:8). Oh, may God grant that we 
will not forget it! 

What do I mean by that? Many people, instead of standing on 
the rock-solid word of faith and believing that they have received 
the baptism with its anointing and power, say, "Oh, if I could only 
feel that I have received it!" 

Very often, your feelings are a place of discouragement. You 
have to get away from relying on human feelings or desires. 
Earthly desires are not God's desires. All thoughts of holiness, all 
thoughts of purity, all thoughts of power from the Holy Spirit are 
from above. Human thoughts are like clouds that belong to the 
earth. "[God's] thoughts are not [our] thoughts" (Isa. 55:8). 

Thought for today: Your feelings rob you of your greatest place of 
anointing. 
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August 19 

A Powafuf Anointing 

God anointed Jesus ...with the Holy Spirit and with power. 
-Acts 10:38 

Scriyture reading: Acts 10:24-48 

uppose that all around me are people with needs: a woman 
is dying; a man has lost all the powers of his faculties; an[/
other person is apparently dying. Here they are. I see the 

great need, and I drop down on my knees and cry. Yet in doing so, I 
miss it all. 

God does not want me to cry. God does not want me to labor. 
God does not want me to anguish and to be filled with anxiety and 
a sorrowful spirit. What does He want me to do? Only believe. Mter 
you have received, only believe. Come to the authority of it; dare to 
believe. Say, "I will do it!" 

So the baptism of the Holy Spirit says to me, "You have an 
anointing» (1 John 2:20). The anointing has come; the anointing re
mains; the anointing is with us. But what ifyou have not lived in the 
place in which the unction, the anointing, can be increased? Then 
the Spirit is grieved; then you are not moved. You are like one who is 
dead. You feel that all the joy is gone . 

What is the matter? There is something between you and the 
Holy One; you are not clean, not pure, not desirous of Him alone. 
Something else has come in the way. Then the Spirit is grieved, 
and you have lost the unction. 

Is the Unctioner still there? Yes. When He comes in, He comes 
to remain. He will either be grieved, full of groaning and travail, or 
He will be there to lift you above the powers of darkness, transform 
you by His power, and take you to a place where you may be fully 
equipped. 

Many people lose all potential positions of attainment because 
they fail to understand this: 

But the anointing which you have received from Him abides 
in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the 
same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, 
and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide 
in Him. (1 John 2:27) 
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August 29 


What "anointing" is referred to here? The same anointing 
from God that anointed Jesus is with you, "and you do not need 
that anyone teach you." The same anointing will teach you all 
things. 

o lovely Jesus! Blessed Incarnation of holy display! Thank God 
for the Trinity displayed in our hearts today. Thank God for this 
glorious open way. Thank God for life all along the way. Praise God 
for hope that we may all be changed today. Hallelujah! 

Peace, peace, sweet peace, 

Coming down from the Father above, 

Peace, peace, wonderful peace, 

Sweet peace, the gift of God's love. 


This is the very position and presence that will bring every
body into a fullness. 

Thought for today: Thank God for darkness that is turning into 
day. 

366 

A Gl 

Being T_-'_

Scripture reading: Ephe~~~ 

S t is quite easy :: 
secure. On the :::: 
does not have a ~:_ 

easy to rise spiritually -~ 
ing within us. It will =---:-
must always be very fI~=
Lord because we have ::: ~ 
will have to consider ',~ ~: 

Unless we correctly uc_::'-:-: 
the mind of God, we -",-
blow, when the trial" :: = 
of light" (2 Cor. 11: 1-± 

There must be t':---=-: : 
way with God in th::- :-. 
grounded and settlec. ~ 
what love is. Second, -;-;'-:
Word, for love must r:: ~ 
derstand our own grc-=-=-_: 
to be looked after the =:" 

The Lord speak~ .C-

seed was sown, whic::-_ ~;., 

dredfold, some sixty, ::.=: 
in the good ground. :::---:
maintain truly that :::--~:

harvest when the gr: --=-~: 
we must clearly una-:-::-;;----': 
forth with all its pr:=-_::c.:
God will help us, I -: -:- _?" 

perfect order as it i~ ~ -:- -:- =

Thought for today: ;'--0 
firmly fixed in the "\Y : ~: ' 



::- The same anointing 
::.nd you do not need 

E::: - ::::; v.ill teach you all 

r..-_ ---; displayl Thank God 
;: _.::- Thank God for this 
.I.- • __ ~ the way. Praise God 
Il:..c. -=~elujah' 

:=ye, 

.""'Jt' 

!!!- - - :~_at will bring every-

L~::'" '"" :hat is turning into 

August 30 

A Good Foundation 
Being rooted and grounded in love. 

-Ephesians 2:11-22 

Scripture reading: Ephesians 2:11-22 

§ t is quite easy to construct a building if the foundation is 
secure. On the other hand, a building will be unstable if it 
does not have a solid understructure. Likewise, it is not very 

easy to rise spiritually unless we have a real spiritual power work
ing within us. It will never do for us to be top-heavy-the base 
must always be very fIrmly set. Many of us have not gone on in the 
Lord because we have not had a secure foundation in Him, and we 
will have to consider "the pit from which [we] were dug" (Isa. 51:1). 
Unless we correctly understand the spiritualleadings, according to 
the mind of God, we will never be able to stand when the winds 
blow, when the trials come, and when Satan appears as "an angel 
of light" (2 Cor. 11: 14). 

There must be three things in our lives if we wish to go all the 
way with God in the fullness of Pentecost. First, we must be 
grounded and settled in love; we must have a real knowledge of 
what love is. Second, we must have a clear understanding of the 
Word, for love must manifest the Word. Third, we must clearly un
derstand our own ground, because it is our own ground that needs 
to be looked after the most. 

The Lord speaks at least twice of the good ground into which 
seed was sown, which also bore fruit and brought forth some hun
dredfold, some sixty, and some thirty (Matt. 13:8; Mark 4:8). Even 
in the good ground, the seed yielded different portions of fruit. I 
maintain truly that there is no limitation to the abundance of a 
harvest when the ground is perfectly in the hands of the Lord. So 
we must clearly understand that the Word of God can never come 
forth with all its primary purposes unless our ground is right. But 
God will help us, I believe, to see that He can put the ground in 
perfect order as it is left in His hands. 

Thought for today: We will never be able to stand unless we are 
fIrmly fIxed in the Word of God. 

367 



August 31 

The More Exce[[ent Way 

Pursue love. 
-1 Corinthians 14:1 

Scripture reading: 1 Corinthians 13 

cwhen love is in perfect operation, all other things will work 
in harmony, for prophetic utterances are of no value un
less they are perfectly covered with divine love. Our Lord 

Jesus would never have accomplished His great plan in this world 
except that He was so full of love for His Father, and love for us, 
that His love never failed to accomplish its purpose. 

I believe that His love will have to come into our lives. Christ 
must be the summit, the desire, the plan of all things. All our say
ings, doings, and workings must be well pleasing in and to Him, 
and then our prophetic utterances will be a blessing through God; 
they will never be side issues. There is no imitation in a man filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Imitation is lost as the great plan of Christ 
becomes the ideal of his life. 

God wants you to be balanced in spiritual anointing so that 
you will always do what pleases Him, and not what will please 
other people or yourself. The ideal must be that all you do will be 
edifying, and your primary purpose will be to please the Lord. 

When someone came to Moses and said that there were two 
others in the camp prophesying, Moses said, "Oh, that all the 
Lord's people were prophets" (Num. 11:29). This is a clear revela
tion along these lines that God wants us to be in such a spiritual, 
holy place that He could take our words and so fill them with di
vine power that we would speak only as the Spirit leads in pro
phetic utterances. 

Beloved, there is spiritual language, and there is also human 
language, which always stays on the human plane. The divine comes 
into the same language so that it is changed by spiritual power and 
brings life to those who hear you speak. But this divine touch of 
prophecy will never come in any way except through the infilling of 
the Spirit. 

Thought for today: If you wish to be anything for God, do not miss 
His plan. 
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