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 Christians all over the world have a sense we’re living in the final days. For every 
follower of Jesus, the question of the hour is this: “Will my faith endure what is 
coming?” Simply put, will the faith of God’s people endure the terrible shaking of all 
things, the intense trials and testings to come, which no previous generation has faced? 
Jesus promised, “He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved” (Matthew 
24:13). For the church of Jesus Christ, the real issue is not economic collapse. It isn’t even 
about who presides over the nation. Rather, it is all about enduring faith. Do you find 
yourself saying to the Lord, “You have put on me more than I can bear”? Such an attitude 
can lead to a hardened heart and eventually spiritual deadness. The apostle Paul exhorted 
Timothy, “Endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Timothy 2:3). The Greek 
word for ‘hardness’ here indicates suffering, difficult afflictions. 
 Think of it: God looks down upon the whole earth, searching diligently for that 
man or woman of faith who is wholly given to him in trust. Whenever the Lord finds 
such a servant, he says of that person, “This beloved one is holding fast to his faith and 
confidence in me. Therefore, I will show myself strong to him. He’s going to know my 
power, to see my strong arm revealed on his behalf.” 
 King Asa of Judah was by every measure a righteous man who trusted God. Asa 
and Judah were faced with a crisis of attack by a million man army. Asa and Judah cried 
unto the Lord and the Lord smote the enemy and gave a glorious victory. The Lord was 
pleased with Asa’s faith in this crisis, but still he sent a prophet to warn him: “Hear ye 
me, Asa, and all Judah…The Lord is with you, while ye be with him; and if you seek 
him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you” (2Chronicles 15:2). 
The prophet added that this had been true for God’s people throughout their history. In 
times past, whenever there was no peace but only vexation and trouble, each time God’s 
people turned to seek him he was found of them (see 2 Chronicles 15:3-4).  
 Azariah’s prophecy to Judah is a warning to the church of Jesus Christ today as 
well: “One glorious victory of faith is not enough.” More great trials will come to pass in 
the life of every believer. Indeed, the more you seek the Lord, the greater your call, the 
deeper your walk with him—you’ll also encounter further afflictions and sufferings, ever-
increasing tests of faith. These will continue until the end, Scripture assures us. So, what 
is God’s message to us in all of this? Simply the following: We are not to be shaken in 
faith when even greater tests come upon us. 
 Through all my years, I have experienced eclipses of faith, where the Lord’s face 
seemed completely hidden from me during my ordeal. Yet, after all these years of 
afflictions, here I stand, testifying that God has brought me through each trial with peace 
and his song of victory. 
 Another terrible crisis arose in Asa’s life. This time, the righteous king of Judah 
lost his faith. It is always a great tragedy when godly people who have trusted God before 
the world’s eyes suddenly fail in their belief, turning to the flesh in a time of crisis. And 
the world responds with mockery, saying, “Is this what happens after spending years 
believing in God? Is this how faith ends, in shipwreck? How foolish that you ever 
believed in the first place.” 



 Now another prophet was sent to Asa, with this word from the Lord: “Because 
thou hast relied on the king of Syria, and not on the Lord thy God, therefore is the host of 
the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand….Therefore from henceforth thou shalt have 
wars” (2Chronicles 16:7 & 9). 
 Here is endur ing faith: it is the committing of all things into God’s hands. 
Enduring faith says to the Lord, “I cast every event, every future success, into your care. 
And I hold you to your promise to commit all that you are—all your omniscience and 
omnipotent strength—to preserve me.” 
 Whenever we face afflictions and persecution, Satan comes to us whispering fears 
and lies: “What will become of you, your family, your job, your ministry?” But enduring 
faith rises up and answers the enemy’s lies: “I have already placed everything into my 
loving Father’s hands. And he has proved himself time after time.” 
 The question for us is, “How can I love and serve my Lord better? How shall I 
serve others as myself?” In short: we are to seek God and his concerns first, and the 
desires of our heart will then be given to us (see 2 Matthew 6:33). 
 Enduring faith declares, “I have no will of my own. Rather, his will be done. No 
more playing God by trying to solve my own problems or those of others.” With such 
faith, we’ll be ready for whatever the present hour brings!  
 


