
Teachers of the Word 
 I would like to use the word preachers, teachers, and prophets interchangeably in what I convey 
here because it all comes down to the fact that they pass along information that needs to be held onto or 
discarded.   
 Daniel 12:4 speaks of our time, "But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even 
to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased." We are living in this 
time where we have the greatest access to knowledge of any time in history. This access has only taken 
place in the last 15 years with the Internet. We have access to good sound teaching like never before. But 
it has opened the door for false teachers also, like never before. Matthew 24:22-24 says, "And except 
those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be 
shortened. Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For there shall 
arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were 
possible, they shall deceive the very elect." We see the rise of these false teachers and the rise of people 
who come under their influence like never before. This tells me I must test, discern, and judge everything 
I am taught like never before. Plus, I must warn others when necessary. 
 After 34 years of being a Christian, I have found very few good teachers of the Word  to be sound 
in every single one their teachings. This includes, all teachers on the Internet, TV, radio, in books, in 
church, whether they are from the past or up to the present. What I am talking about is not a deliberate 
deception by the teacher, but that the teacher did not have a full grasp and understanding of what they 
were teaching or they were bound by the denominational teaching they are tied to. Just because they may 
have a doctor’s degree, does not mean they know everything. Another very important factor is that a lot of 
the teachers out there are bound not to stray from the teachings of the denomination they represent even if 
the teacher may possess a different view. 
 What a shame it is when a certain church lists a teacher or preacher as a false prophet and 
prohibits its members from listening to them just because of a denominational teaching they do not feel 
the same about. I guess they consider their congregants dumb sheep and they must control them. Or could 
it be that they do not want them to be enlightened that what they were being taught all along could be 
wrong? Imagine if a Pastor will be judged for the fact that he kept his congregants from a blessing God 
wanted them to have just because of the Pastor’s hardness in a teaching. I have seen it time and time again 
where I found certain teachers I was extremely blessed by their knowledge in the Word, but had to sift out 
things when it came to a subject we had differences in. Sometimes I needed to listen to their views just so 
I could dig deeper into the Bible in order to re-enforce what I believed the Bible really taught. This seems 
to be the better way to handle differences. 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 puts it in very simple but great 
perspective, “Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies. Test all things; hold fast what is good. 
Abstain from every form of evil.” 
 What caused me to delve very deep in the Word of God was an encounter with the Jehovah 
Witnesses when I was a babe in Christ. I knew what I had in my heart was real, but I could not defend it 
because of lack of knowledge. It sent me on a quest for many years of getting deeper and deeper into their 
beliefs and dissect them in order to strengthen me in what the Bible truly taught. It was the same in 
studying other cults and other Catholic and Protestant faiths. Today I can talk with anyone with any kind 
of religious background and know how to speak with them or witness to them. 
 I was actually saved through a very conservative fundamental Baptist church when I was a young 
Marine. I thank God for their faithfulness. The Pastor had a line-by-line teaching style from the Bible. I 
will never forget when he got wind of a group in his church who were having their own Bible studies at 
their home on the Gifts of the Holy Spirits and that these gifts were for God’s people today. Instead of 
teaching from the Bible in his line-by-line style to try and disprove it, his Bible was closed and he 
preached a sermon from anger. This was a great wake-up call for me that maybe there really is something 
to these Gifts of the Holy Spirit for today. The Pastor’s sermon ended up having the opposite effect on 



many people of what he wanted. I share this story to point out that teachers are not perfect, so we must 
always be on guard what we hear and read.  
 James 3:1 says, “My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall 
receive a stricter judgment.” 1Thessalonians 5:21says, “Prove [test, discern, examine, try, judge] all 
things; hold fast that which is good.” The greater judgment is on the teacher, but that does not remove 
responsibility from all those that are taught because they are commanded to measure up everything 
according to the Word of God. 2 Timothy 2:15, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
 Hebrews 5:12-14 says, “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to 
teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid 
food.  For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 
But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil.” 
 I would not want to have to stand before the Lord in judgment for presenting a false teaching and 
leading a babe in Christ astray because of that false teaching. But at the same time, there is no excuse for 
being on the meat of the Word and allowing yourself to be led astray by a false teaching. 
 Concerning false prophets Matthew 7:15 says, “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in 
sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.” False Prophets are those who preach or teach 
anything contrary to the Word of God. You can distinguish a false prophet's message by comparing it to 
what is clearly recorded in the Bible. Sometimes this is easy and other times you must dig deep. 
Sometimes you even need to get some help from others. The Bible tells us that we, as Christians, must 
test the word of everyone who claims to be a prophet of God. Acts 17:11 says, "Now these (Bereans) 
were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so." False Prophets can be divided into 
three categories: Heretics, Apostates, and Deceivers. Heretics are those who blatantly stand against the 
truth. They are flagrant and open about their anti-God teachings. Apostates are those who know the truth, 
but turn their back on it. They teach anti-truths, with full knowledge of God's truth. Deceivers are those 
who will not acknowledge the truth. They are subtle and many times super religious. They, themselves 
are sometimes deceived. 
 I have realistically  tried to look at the subject of Bible Teachers from all angles. I do not have a 
liberal bone in my body, but I do not believe in throwing out the baby with the dirty water when all that is 
needed is to drain the water a little and put in some fresh water. To sum it all up, I like to listen to many 
good teachers and preachers out there even if they once in a while teach on something I may not see 
completely eye-to-eye on. But, I never like to listen to any of the ‘feel good’ teachers out there. I must 
have the meat of the Word that is always challenging me to go higher with my faith. But, when it comes 
to the false prophets who are wolves in sheep’s clothing, we must do everything to stand clear of them 
and warn everyone around us to stay clear. 
 


