
SANCTIFICATION 
 

Repentance is not the same thing as Sanctification (overcoming sin). To repent of 
a sin does not necessarily make that sin history. The New Testament shows us that people 
who repent of their sins while turning to Christ do not in that moment become strong, 
stable, and consistent followers of Christ. The whole of Scripture shows that the people 
of God are capable of falling not only into individual momentary sins but also into evil 
patterns of behavior, which makes God’s chastening necessary (Rev 3:19 As many as I 
love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent). It is not enough to be 
forgiven for sins committed in the past; it is also necessary that Sin, the extreme hostility 
to God which prompted the sins, be cleansed. Entire sanctification does not imply 
absolute perfection, nor that further growth in grace is unnecessary. 

The early Pentecostal movement (began in the early-1900) arose from the 
Holiness movement (began in the mid-1800), and like its parent, shared John Wesley's 
views on sanctification: that it was an instantaneous experience of "entire sanctification" 
or "Christian perfection" and that it was a separate experience from conversion. Early 
Pentecostals called it a "second blessing" and regarded it as a necessary preparation for a 
third experience, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit (that is, the Pentecostal experience). 
Present day Pentecostals refer to it as the cleansing of the vessel for the Filling (Baptism) 
of the Holy Spirit. 

The New Testament dedicates almost 2 whole chapters to this experience of 
Sanctification: John Chapter 17 (verses 9-26) and Romans Chapter 6 (verses 1-11). 

Sanctification, which in the Greek language means "set apart," begins as an act of 
God by which He sets apart for Himself those who trust Christ (1 Cor. 6:11; 2 Th. 2:13; 1 
Pet. 1:2). This positional sanctification on God's part calls for us to respond in practical 
sanctification--an ever increasing separation of ourselves from sin and a continual growth 
in holiness (2 Cor. 7:1; 1 Pet. 1:15-16; 2 Pet. 3:18). 

 
John 17:9-26 “I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have 
given Me, for they are Yours.  And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am 
glorified in them. Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come 
to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they 
may be one as We are. While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. 
Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of 
perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I come to You, and these things I 
speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them 
Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am 
not of the world. I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You 
should keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the 
world. Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I 
also have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also 



may be sanctified by the truth. I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will 
believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, 
and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent 
Me. And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as 
We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the 
world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. 
“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they 
may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the 
foundation of the world. O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have 
known You; and these have known that You sent Me. And I have declared to them Your 
name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I 
in them.” 
 
Romans 6:1-11 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may 
abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? Or do you not 
know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life. For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also 
shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified 
with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be 
slaves of sin. For he who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, 
we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from 
the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. For the death that He 
died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. Likewise you 
also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom 
of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were 
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and 
by the Spirit of our God. 
 
2 Th. 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by 
the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification 
by the Spirit and belief in the truth 
 
1 Pet. 1:2 According to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the 
Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ 
 
2 Corinthians 7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
 
1 Pet. 1:15-16 But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 



because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy. 
 
2 Pet. 3:18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
 
 
 

Romans 12:1-2 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your 
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God–this is your spiritual act of worship. 
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is–his 
good, pleasing and perfect will. 

Sanctification is an act of separation from that which is evil, and of dedication unto God.  

1 Thessalonians 5:23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and 
through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hebrews 13:12 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy 
through his own blood. 
 

Hebrews 12:14 Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without 
holiness no one will see the Lord. 

The Scriptures teach a life of "holiness without which no man shall see the Lord."  

 

Romans 6:13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, 
but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; 
and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 

Sanctification is realized in the believer by recognizing his identification with Christ in 
His death and resurrection, and by the faith reckoning daily upon the fact of that union, 
and by offering every faculty continually to the dominion of the Holy Spirit.  

Romans 8:1-2 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law 
of sin & death. 
Romans 8:13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live 
Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 
me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. 
Philippians 2:12-13 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed–not only in 
my presence, but now much more in my absence–continue to work out your salvation 
with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his 
good purpose. 
1 Peter 1:5 who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the 
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 
 


