
Righteous Judgment By Christians 

There is a great famine in the land today! Many  believe that it is wrong to expose error and to name names. 
They are accused of being unloving and unkind. Righteous judgment is in great need in the Body of Christ 
today. Recently, the Lord said to a preacher under conviction, “If you really knew how much My church was in 
sin, you would preach differently.”  Preachers today need the boldness to preach the truth in love regardless of 
the consequences.  Instead, many ministers’ chief goal is to grow a large, popular and prosperous church, so 
they preach ‘Feel Good’ messages that don’t confront or judge sin, so as not to offend anyone.  We have 
substituted ‘Spirit Sensitive’ preaching accompanied by the conviction of sin and repentance with ‘Seeker 
Sensitive’ messages. As a result, our pews in America are filled with lukewarm, lazy, spoiled, ‘Sunday 
Morning’ Christians, some of which are fornicators, adulterers, pornographers, liars and thieves.  

There Is A Famine In The Land 

There must be a revival of the fear of the Lord for the Church at large to turn around in America.  Without it, we 
neither will depart from evil, nor be perfected in holiness. 2Corinthians 7:1 says, “Having therefore these 
promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God.” Without holiness, we will neither see the Lord in all of His glory, nor will we experience the 
outpouring of His Spirit, nor the harvest of souls that He has promised us. 
 
Where Do We Start
We need to start somewhere, and the required place is with our self. Simply put, we need to judge our self first. 
1Corinthians 11:31-32 says, “For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. But when we are 
judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.” David got it right when 
he asked in Psalm 139:23-24, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see 
if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” 

? 

 

Hypocritical judgment is strictly forbidden. Matthew 7:1-5 says, “Judge not, that you be not judged. For with 
what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. 
And why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? Or how 
can you say to your brother, 'Let me remove the speck from your eye'; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 
Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from 
your brother's eye.” 

What Type Of Judgment Is Forbidden?  

 

Let’s compare the aspects of unrighteous and righteous judgment. Unrighteous judgment has a ‘high & mighty’ 
spirit, pride is its fruit, selfish ambition is its motive, accusation is its ministry, condemnation is its personal 
mission, division is its corporate mission, and ‘Divide & Conquer’ is its motto. Whereas, righteous judgment has 
a ‘fear of the Lord’ spirit, humility is its fruit, selfless submission is its motive, intercession is its ministry, 
repentance & restoration is its personal mission, unity is its corporate mission, and ‘Unit  & Prosper’ is its 
motto. 

Comparing What Is At The Heart Of Unrighteous And Righteous Judgment 

 

Since we are commanded to righteously judge, we now need to look at what it actually is and expound upon it. 
The question, “Is it right to judge?” is one that puzzles many sincere Christians. A careful and open minded 
study of the Bible makes it clear that concerning certain vital matters, it is not only right but a positive duty to 
judge. Many do not know that the Scripture commands us to judge. The Lord Jesus Christ commanded, “Judge 
righteous judgment” (John 7:24). He told a man, “Thou hast rightly judged” (Luke 7:43). To others, our Lord 
asked, “Why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right?” (Luke 12:57). The Apostle Paul wrote, “I speak as 
to wise men; judge ye what I say” (1 Corinthians 10:15). Again, Paul declared, “He that is spiritual judgeth all 
things” (1 Corinthians 2:15). It is our positive duty to judge.”Beware of false prophets!” (Matthew 7:15) is the 

What Actually Is Righteous Judgment According To The Bible? 



warning and command of our Lord. But how could we “beware” and how could we know they are “false 
prophets” if we did not judge? And what is the God given standard by which we are to judge? “To the Law and 
to the Testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them” (Isaiah 8:20). 
“Ye shall know them by their fruits” (Matthew 7:16), Christ said. And in judging the “fruits” we must judge by 
God's Word, not by what appeals to human reasoning. Many things seem good to human judgment which are 
false to the Word of God.  
One of the best known and most misunderstood and misapplied Scriptures is “Judge not” (Matthew 7:1). After 
reading the entire passage (Matthew 7:1-5), let us exam it carefully. Notice that it is addressed to a hypocrite and 
not to those who sincerely want to discern whether a teacher or teaching is true or false to God's Word. Instead 
of being a prohibition against honest judgment, it is a solemn warning against hypocritical judgment. In fact, the 
last statement of this Scripture commands sincere judgment, “Then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out 
of thy brother's eye.” If we take a verse or a part of a verse out of its setting, we can make the Word of God 
appear to teach the very opposite of what it really does teach. And those who do this cannot escape the judgment 
of God for twisting His Word (2 Peter 3:16). Let this be a warning to us not to ever take a text of Scripture out 
of its context. 
The Apostle Paul admonished believers, “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and 
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” 
(Romans 16:17-18). This apostolic command could not be obeyed were it not right to judge. God wants us to 
know His Word thoroughly and then test all teachers and teaching by it. Notice also that it is the false teachers 
who make the “divisions” and not those who protest against their false teaching. And these deceivers are not 
serving Christ, as they profess, “but their own belly”. We are to “mark them and avoid them.”  
“Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord” (2 Corinthians 6:17, read verses 14-18). and 
“From such turn away.” (2 Timothy 3:5). “Withdraw yourselves” (2 Thessalonians 3:6). “And have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them” (Ephesians 5:1 1). “Abhor that which 
is evil; cleave to that which is good” (Romans 12:9). “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (1 
Thessalonians 5:21). It would be impossible to obey these instructions in God's Word unless it were right to 
judge. And remember, nothing is “good” in God's sight that is not true to His Word.  
The Apostle John wrote, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try [test, judge] the spirits whether they are of 
God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1). Again he wrote, “For many 
deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. If there come any 
unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that 
biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds” (2 John 7 &10-11). This Scripture commands us to judge 
between those who do, and those who do not bring the true doctrine of Christ. 
 

Again we must start off with one of the most misused verses in the Bible is, “Judge not, that ye be not judged” 
(Matthew 7:1). Every Scripture verse should be read in its context, if we are to properly understand the true 
meaning. In verses 2-5 of this same chapter it is evident that verse 1 is referring to hypocritical judgment. A 
brother who has a plank in his own eye should not be judging the brother who may have a speck in his eye. The 
lesson is plain, you cannot judge another for his sin if you are guilty of the same sin. Those who cling to “Judge 
not, that ye be not judged” to condemn those who expose error should read the entire chapter. Jesus said, 
“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing” (verse 15). How can we beware of false 
prophets unless we judge them by the Word of God? If we know there are false prophets, how can we fail to 
exam the sheep in order to detect these “ravening wolves”? All through the Bible we find proof that they should 
be identified and exposed. “Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit, but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit” (verses 16 
& 17). Did the Lord mean that we could not judge the tree (person), by the fruit of their life and doctrine? 
Certainly not, for you cannot know without judging. All judgment should be on the basis of Bible teaching, not 
according to whims or prejudices.  

Is It Right To Practice Righteous Biblical Judgment? 

“Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment” (John 7:24). Here our Lord commands 
that we are to “judge righteous judgment” which is judgment based upon the Word of God. If judgment is made 
upon any other basis, other than the Word of God, it is a violation of Matthew 7:1. Webster's Dictionary says 



that a judge is “one who declares the law”. The faithful Christian must discern or judge on the basis of God's 
inspired law, the Bible.  
A fornicator is described in 1Corinthians 5:1-13. Paul “judged” (verse.3) the man even though he was absent, 
and he told the Church at Corinth that they were to “judge” (verse 12) those that were within. The Greek word 
for “judge” is the same here as in Matt. 7: 1. Paul did not violate “judge not, that ye be not judge” in judging the 
man, nor in instructing the Church to judge also. All of this judgment was according to the Word of God.  
A person who is able to discern between good and evil, has at least one of the major marks of spiritual maturity. 
“But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil” (Hebrews 5:14). W.E. Vine says of the meaning of discern, “a 
distinguishing, a clear discrimination, discerning, judging; is translated 'discerning' in 1Corinthians 12:10 of 
discerning spirits, judging by evidence whether they are evil or of God.” Strong’s also agrees that it means to 
judge. Those who are unwilling or incapable of discerning or judging between good and evil are in this manner 
revealing either their disobedience or their immaturity. 
  

False teachers are free to spread their poisonous doctrines today because there is too much silence among many 
Bible believers. Wolves in sheep's clothing are thus enabled to ravage the flock, thereby destroying many. John 
the Baptist called the Pharisees and Sadducees “a generation of Vipers” (Matthew 3:7). Today, he would be 
accused of being unloving, unkind, and unchristian.  

Is It Right To Expose False Teachers? 

Jesus said to the religious Pharisees, “O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh” (Matthew 12:34). To many in the church today, this language 
would be unacceptable, but it is biblical language and it came from the mouth of Jesus.  
Standing face to face with these false teachers, Jesus Christ the Son of God, called them “hypocrites”, “blind 
guides”, “blind”,  “whited sepulchres”, “serpents”,  and “ye generation of vipers” (Matthew 23:23-34). Yet, we 
are told today that we are to fellowship with men whose doctrines are just as unscriptural as those of the 
Pharisees.  
Near the beginning of His ministry, “Jesus went up to Jerusalem, And found in the temple those that sold oxen 
and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he 
drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and 
overthrew the tables; And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence, make not my Father's house 
an house of merchandise” (John 2:13-16). Our Saviour is presented today as one who was meek, lowly, kind, 
and loving, even to false teachers, but this is entirely false. When dealing with false teachers and prophets, His 
words were sharp and His actions plain.  
Near the end of His public ministry, Christ found it necessary to cleanse the temple once again. The exposure of 
false doctrines and practices is a never ending job. At that time He said, “Is it not written, My house shall be 
called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye have made it a den of thieves” (Mark 11: 17). Is it any different 
today? The thieves come into the house of God, and rob God's people. What ends up is that you can hardly tell 
God's people from the people of the world. In all honesty, should not these thieves (false teachers) be exposed? 
In our day these false teachers have come into the churches with their books, music, literature, movies, 
psychology, and seminars, and have turned the Father's house into a den of thieves. It is time that men of God 
stand up and expose their errors for all to see. 
 

We are to try them. “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits, whether they be of God; because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1). All doctrine and teachers are to be tried according to the 
Word of God. “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no 
light in them” (Isaiah 8:20). Every message, messenger, and method is to be judged according to the Word of 
God. The church at Ephesus was commended because they had “tried them which say they are apostles, and are 
not, and hast found them liars” (Revelation 2:2). The church at Pergamos was rebuked because they tolerated 
those that held “the doctrine of Balaam” and “the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate” (Revelation 
2:14 -15). It is never right to tolerate false teachers, but they are to be tried by the Word of God, and exposed.  

Is It Right To Expose Error? 



We are to mark them and avoid them. “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and 
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them” (Romans 16:17). Those whose 
conduct and teaching contradicts the Word of God are to be marked and to be avoided. This requires 
discernment and judgment in the light of the Bible. 
We are to rebuke them. “Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith” (Titus 1:13). This 
was written to Titus, because there were those going from house to house and subverting whole houses with 
false doctrine (verses 10-16). “Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by 
sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers” (Titus 1:9).  
We are to have no fellowship with them. “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them” (Ephesians 5:11). Reprove means to censure, condemn, find fault, rebuke, and to refute. 
How can we obey this Scripture unless we try them by the Word of God?  
We are to withdraw from them. “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which ye received of 
us” (2 Thessalonians 3:6). We are to withdraw from those whose doctrine and conduct does not conform to the 
Word of God. The context clearly shows that obedience to sound doctrine is what Paul has in mind, for he says, 
“if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man and have no company with him, that he may be 
ashamed. Yet, count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother” (2 Thessalonians 3:14-15). Paul 
admonished Timothy to “withdraw thyself” from those who “consent not to wholesome words ... and to the 
doctrine which is according to godliness” (1 Timothy 6:3-5).  
We are to turn away from them. Concerning the last days, he says that some will have “a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof. from such turn away” for such people are “never able to come to the knowledge of 
the truth” (2 Timothy 3:5 & 7). How can we turn away from them if we do not identify them, and this requires 
that their message be compared to the Word of God. It is our business to: “Preach the word; be instant in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2). This is unpopular 
but it is our duty.  
We are not to receive them into our house. “If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not into your house, neither bid him God speed For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil 
deeds.” (2 John 10 & 11). There is no doubt about who John is speaking about, it is “Whosoever transgresseth, 
and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ.” (verse 9). By radio, TV, music and literature, false prophets are 
brought into the homes of many Christians today. This ought not to be.  
We are to reject heretics. “A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject” (Titus 3: 10). 
We should reject those who deny redemption by the blood of Christ and by His blood alone (see Acts 4:12). 
There are many who deny this or some other vital doctrine of the Word of God. If they will not respond to being 
admonished, then they are to be rejected.  
We are to look out for those who preach another gospel. Paul warned about those who preached “another Jesus 
... another spirit ... or another gospel” (2 Corinthians 11:4). How can we know them unless we judge their Jesus, 
their spirit, and their gospel by the Word of God? Paul called such preachers “false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:13). He explains in verses 14-15 that 
these preachers are the ministers of Satan. The God-called man must be just as faithful today in exposing the 
ministers of Satan. Paul warned the Galatians about those who “pervert the gospel of Christ.” He also said, “If 
any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.” (see  Galatians 1:6-
9). Multitudes today are preaching a perverted gospel. 
We are to separate from them. “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you” (2 Corinthians 6:17). This makes it plain. God's people are 
to come out of apostasy and religious error. 
 

Many mistakenly believe that it is wrong to expose error and to name the guilty teachers.  They say that those 
that do are unloving, which is according to their perverted understanding. But they are wrong according to the 
Bible. The Bible abounds in examples of names being exposed. 

Is It Right To Name Names? 

Paul named Peter publicly. Peter was guilty of unscriptural practice. “But when Peter was come to Antioch, I 
withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed ... But when I saw that they walked not uprightly 
according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the 



manner of the Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?” 
(Galatians 2:11-14). The whole issue revolved around salvation by the law or by grace. When the integrity and 
purity of the gospel is at stake, then we have no choice when it comes to the matter of exposing error and 
naming names.  
Paul named Demas for loving the world. “For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world” (2 
Timothy 4:10)  
Paul named Hymenaeus and Alexander. Paul told Timothy, “This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, 
according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 
having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, 
of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme” (1 
Timothy 1:18-20).  
Paul named Hymenaeus and Philetus. Paul told Timothy, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and idle 
babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus 
and Philetus are of this sort, who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; 
and they overthrow the faith of some.” (2 Timothy 2:15-18). False doctrine overthrows the faith of some, so 
those who are proclaiming it must be exposed.  
Paul named Alexander the coppersmith. “Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm. May the Lord repay 
him according to his works. You also must beware of him, for he has greatly resisted our words.” (2Timothy 
4:14-15). It is clear that this is not a personality problem, but a doctrinal problem. Alexander had withstood the 
words and doctrine of Paul. He was an enemy to the truth. Godly pastors face the same problem every day. They 
stand and proclaim the truth, then their members go home and hear this truth disputed by radio and TV 
preachers. Often times these false prophets are sending their publications into the homes of members of true 
churches. 
John named Diotrephes. “I wrote unto the church; but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among 
them, receiveth us not.” (3 John 9). He related how this man had prated against him “with malicious words” 
(verse 10). He further said, “Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is 
of God, but he that doeth evil hath not seen God” (verse 11). It is not wrong to name those whose doctrine and 
practice is contrary to the Word of God. 
 

Paul warned Timothy, “But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife” (2 Timothy 
2:23). 

What We Must Be Careful Of 

Paul warned Titus, “But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about the law; for they 
are unprofitable and useless” (Titus 3:9).  
Paul instructed the Colossians, “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an 
holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days (Colossians 2:16). 
Paul instructed the Thessalonians,  “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (1Thessalonians 5:21). 
Paul instructed the Corinthians, “I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral 
people. Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or 
extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. But now I have written to you not to 
keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, 
or a drunkard, or an extortioner --- not even to eat with such a person. For what have I to do with judging those 
also who are outside? Do you not judge those who are inside? But those who are outside God judges. Therefore 
put away from yourselves the evil person.” (1 Corinthians 5:9-12).  
 
Paul makes it clear in the verse above that we must first distinguish between a brother or sister in Christ and 
those of the world. Next we must distinguish when someone is wrong in part of their doctrine that they hold 
onto, whether they are trying to maliciously spread this doctrine or are they just confused within themselves and 
need enlightenment. We may believe we are 100% correct about something, but we may be 100% wrong in the 
way we handle it. Discernment is not only righteous judgment on our part within our self, but it also 
encompasses what to do with it afterwards. Paul in Acts 16 waited upon the Holy Spirit for direction of what to 
do with the damsel possessed with a spirit of divination. Only after many days did he react by turning and 



casting out the evil spirit. We must be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading. I cannot emphasize this enough. 
Because if we are not, we will only wreak havoc. If you notice, almost all of the Scripture that is used in this 
document is from the New Testament. God forbid that we ever point the finger at a brother or sister in Christ 
when we have an Old Testament mentality for judgment.  
 
Jesus instructed His disciples, “Now John answered Him, saying, "Teacher, we saw someone who does not 
follow us casting out demons in Your name, and we forbade him because he does not follow us." But Jesus said, 
"Do not forbid him, for no one who works a miracle in My name can soon afterward speak evil of Me. For he 
who is not against us is on our side. For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in My name, because you 
belong to Christ, assuredly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.” (Mark 9:38-41). 
 
The fundamental principles of Protestantism are the same even though there are variances in certain doctrines 
among the different denominations. When looking at the verse above, we must be careful not to cause division 
because our church interprets a teaching one way and another church interprets it another way. The world is 
watching us. We are fortunate to have the freedom to attend the church of our choice. I really believe it grieves 
the Lord to see the lack of unity in His Bride the Church. I am not talking about when a doctrine of sin, such as 
homosexuality, enters a denomination and there is a denominational split because one group in power chose not 
to adhere to 1Corinthians chapter 5. What I am talking about, for example, is when one church interprets the 
filling of the Holy Spirit one way and another church interprets it another way. Or, for another example, one 
church interprets eternal security and backsliding one way, and another church interprets another way. Let’s not 
forget that in the end, we will be judged by the Lord and not the way we think we should be judged. Roman’s 
14:5 reminds us, “Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.” 
 

Paul exhorts us, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the 
household of faith.” (Galatians 6:10). “Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one 
toward another according to Christ Jesus: That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 15:5-6). “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” (1Corinthians 1:10). “Finally, brethren, farewell. 
Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.” 
(2 Corinthians 13:11). “Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come 
and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the gospel.” (Philippians 1:27. “Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are 
unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men.” (1 Thessalonians 5:14). “Fulfill 
ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done 
through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 2:2-3 & 5). 

Lastly, When Righteously Judging, We Must Strive For What God Wants To See 

Peter exhorts us, “Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, 
be courteous.” ( 1 Peter 3:8). 
Finally, John’s Gospel exhorts us, “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another. (John 13:34-35).  
 
So, Brothers and Sisters-in-Christ, may we pray for Holy Spirit sensitivity in everything we say and do! 
  


