
 This is my testimony from my early childhood to who I am spiritually today at the 
age of 57. First off, I need to state that I believe in being a member of a local church 
body and supporting the leadership of that local body even though churches have their 
faults. I believe in supporting it with my time and finances. Let’s face it, all churches are 
made up of people and we as human beings do have our faults. That goes for each and 
every one of us. It is my duty to seek out a church where the Lord would have me to be. 
 
 I was raised in a very devout Roman Catholic household. My Father was from an 
all Catholic town called Saint Marys, Pennsylvania. My mother came from an Eastern 
Orthodox Catholic family that later worshipped in a Roman Catholic Church after 
immigration. 
 
 My mother went to Mass everyday and had public novenas in our living room. I 
went to Mass twice a week. I attended ten years of Catholic school and afterwards I 
turned down both athletic and academic scholarships to join the US Marines for four 
years. 
 
 At the time I joined the Marines, I believed in the Triune God and that Jesus died 
on the cross. There was no doubt in my mind that God was my Creator and would be my 
Judge. But that's about as far as my faith went. I had a head knowledge but not a heart 
belief. 
 
 While in the Marine Corps, I made friends at a local Conservative Baptist church 
and went on a winter weekend retreat. While there, I was presented with the opportunity 
to accept Jesus into my heart to be the Lord of my life. I had a very dramatic experience 
where I literally felt the weight of sin lifted from my shoulders. 
 
 Before that time, I was only given facts of who Jesus was. I had never been 
confronted with the opportunity to have a personal relationship with Jesus. I felt a little 
betrayed because no one ever told me I could have an intimate relationship with the 
Lord of the universe and that He would come and dwell within me. 
 
 When I returned from the retreat, I knew that the Bible alone was to be my only 
source of inspiration to give me direction for the rest of my life. No church teachings or 
traditions could trump the Bible. But I had so many questions that stemmed from my 
previous religious upbringing. The biggest dilemma was what to do with Mary. I 
remember paging through the whole New Testament and on almost every page was the 
name of Jesus or reference to Him. But where was Mary? Then I came across these 
three Scriptures that began to give me the answers I was seeking for: 

• Someone told Jesus, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, and they want 
to speak to you.” Jesus asked, “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?” Then 
he pointed to his disciples and said, “Look, these are my mother and brothers. 
Anyone who does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and 
mother!” (Matthew 12:47-50) 

• For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ 
Jesus, (I Timothy 2:5) 



• “When you pray, don’t babble on and on as people of other religions do. They 
think their prayers are answered merely by repeating their words again and 
again." (Matthew 6:7) 

 
 This made it quite clear to me that it was only about Jesus, not Mary or the 
deceased Saints. Nor could I confess my sins anymore to a priest or say repetitive 
prayers like the rosary. From here I felt myself drifting from the Catholic Church. To 
make matters worse, the pastor of the church I was saved through preached sermons of 
anger against anyone believing that the Gifts of the Holy Spirit are available today. I 
came across the following Scripture that left me in a spiritual quagmire of not knowing 
which way to turn for fellowshipping: 

• Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies. (I Thessalonians 5:19, 20) 
 
 I remember crying myself to sleep at night asking the Lord to show me the way to 
a pastor and a church I could grow in. 
 
 Soon my tour with the Marine Corps was over and I came home to my parents. I 
got a job doing construction. I found myself working elbow to elbow with a Pastor of a 
Pentecostal church. I peppered him with Bible questions all day long and attended his 
church's services on Wednesdays and Sundays. I even found myself on the phone with 
him for hours discussing tough Biblical questions. He was knowledgeable in Greek 
which brought us into another dimension of study. I also learned from his Christian 
example what it really meant to be saved, sanctified and filled with the Holy Spirit.  
 
 To sum up my spiritual life up to that point: I was raised a Catholic, born again in 
a Baptist church, and mentored by a Pentecostal minister. My wife had became a born 
again Christian because of the Cardiologist she worked for who was a devout Roman 
Catholic and a member of the Full Gospel Businessmen's Fellowship. Because of these 
varied backgrounds, I have a respect for all Christian churches. 
 
 But my calling is to teach, expound and defend the Bible and not to elevate any 
particular church or denomination. At the same time I must state that certain churches 
and denominations adhere to the rightly divided Word of God more than others do. The 
main reason many Churches go off course is they put too much emphasis on church 
teachings and tradition rather than Biblical doctrine. 
 
 I have seen many age old disputable issues like Transubstantiation, Calvinism 
and Gifts of the Holy Spirit deeply divide Christians. So I often turn to this portion of 
Scripture and remind myself that I am to love my fellow Christian despite our differences 
about doubtful issues, because no one lives to himself: 

• Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things. For 
one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables. Let 
not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not 
eat judge him who eats; for God has received him. One person esteems one day 
above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in 



his own mind. For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 
(Romans 14:1-3, 5, 7) 

 
 I found in many cases where things like Transubstantiation are argued, the 
weightier part of the Word of God is overlooked by both parties. The most important part 
of 'Breaking of Bread' or 'Communion' is that everyone examines themself to make sure 
they eat worthily according to 1 Corinthians 11:26-30 which warns us: 

• For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the 
Lord’s death until he comes again. So anyone who eats this bread or drinks this 
cup of the Lord unworthily is guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the 
Lord. That is why you should examine yourself before eating the bread and 
drinking the cup. For if you eat the bread or drink the cup without honoring the 
body of Christ, you are eating and drinking God’s judgment upon yourself. That is 
why many of you are weak and sick and some have even died. 

 
 Only in clear cut cases where the Bible is twisted are we to rebuke, but it is to be 
done with Holy Spirit discernment and never out of human anger: 

• Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, 
exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they 
have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn 
their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. (II Timothy 4:2-4) 

• All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. (II Timothy 3:16) 

 
 All-in all I have been a devout Christian for 37 years and have studied the Bible 
intensely over these years adhering to Jesus’ words: 

• “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God.’ ” (Matthew 4:4) 

 
 Three years ago in February 2011, the Lord led me to start this website and to 
convey as clear as I can what the Bible really teaches without any denominational slants 
or agendas. I believe the reason for this is that so many people have been confused by 
church teachings and the onslaught of a perverse society that they need to know 'what 
does the Bible really say'. I try my best with my teachings to bring us together on 
common ground rather than with division: 

• If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 
(Romans 12:18) 

 
 So this is the story of my spiritual walk and my prayer for you is that, "May you 
experience the truth that only Jesus and His Word can bring!" 

• “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31, 32) 


