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 Oh how God's people need discernment. Great deceptions abound everywhere, not only 
regarding the music of the young, but also in regard to new forms of worship and praise being 
promoted. Some of it is born of the Holy Spirit, but much is born of the flesh - and only those 
who walk in the light know the difference.  
 
 There is a revival of worship and praise in the land today, and much focus on prayer, 
intercession and new revelation. There is no question about there being more and more 
Christians standing for an hour or two - with great congregations singing and praising loudly. 
There are smiles, laughter, joy, hand clapping, upraised hands, dancing - never in modern times 
has there been a greater shout in the camp.  
 
 Thank God for those in the camp who worship in Spirit and in truth - who lift clean hands 
and who have pure hearts - who come before His holiness with a broken heart and a contrite 
spirit. If they are walking in holiness, trembling at God's Word, repentant and free from the 
bondage of sin - it is a glorious and acceptable offering unto the Lord. God does inhabit the 
praises of His people - but only if those people are walking in practical righteousness. 
 
 There is the shout of the over comer and the shout of the idolater - and we had better 
know the difference. The Lord commanded Moses to "Go, get thee down; for thy people, which 
thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves: they have turned aside 
quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have made them a molten calf, and have 
worshipped it" (Exodus 32:7,8).  
 
 As Moses and Joshua approached the camp of Israel, Joshua "heard the noise of the 
people as they shouted..." (vs. 17). But it was not the shout of those who had overcome the 
enemy. The true shepherd Moses, having come fresh from the very presence of God's holiness - 
could easily discern that the great shout coming from the Lord's chosen people was not pure. 
Something was terribly wrong - it did not ring of the holiness of God.  
 
 Moses said, "It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of 
them that cry for being overcome: but the noise them that sing do I hear" (Exodus 32:18).  
 
 That's all it was meaningless, shallow noise - but an abomination in the ears of a holy 
God. They had no right to sing; their hearts were lusting after an idol. Their hearts were given to 
pleasure and fun. They stood before a golden calf - and in the name of the Lord offered burnt 
offerings. The people "sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play..." (Exodus 32:6).  
 



 I received many letters from Christians whom I know have come through the school of 
Christ. They have come through much suffering and spiritual warfare to a place in God where 
nothing else matters but knowing Him in fullness. They were driven by such deep hunger for 
God, they began to thirst for Christ as "the hart that panteth after the water." They tell me how 
out of place they feel in these great assemblies where the shout in the camp goes forth. It all 
looks good, and on the surface sounds good. But they can't enter in, because they discern 
something is basically wrong. They can't even explain it - the Spirit of God within them will not 
let them partake of it. They discern some kind of unspeakable darkness - something subtle, yet 
ominous about all the flesh that accompanies the singing, shouting, and dancing. It is almost too 
professional, too put on, too carnal. They leave, thinking to themselves, "Is it me - is there 
something wrong with me? Am I too judgmental? Why am I not comfortable amidst all this 
singing and dancing?"  
 
 Those who have stepped out into the light can easily discern the shadow of darkness. 
They will not be fooled by false shouting, false dancing, false worship, or false praying.  
 
 True Zion saints rejoice with trembling! (Psalm 2:11). They know that gladness belongs 
only to "the upright in heart" (Psalm 97:11). They can sing and dance when the Spirit moves 
them, but with David they can say, "Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of Judah 
rejoiced because of Thy judgments, O Lord" (Psalm 97:8). Zion saints, "Give thanks to the Lord 
at the remembrance of His holiness" (Psalm 97:12).  
 
 No phony shouting and praising for those walking in the light. They praise Him for both 
His goodness and because they tremble at His great and terrible name.  
 
 "The Lord is great in Zion; and he is high above all the people... Let the people tremble... 
Let them praise Thy great and terrible [awe-inspiring] name; for it is holy" (Psalm 99:1-3).  
 


