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Beloved, the Lord never intended for his people to live in panic or trembling fear. Even in the Old Testament, 
the Lord had a people who trusted in his promises and were unmoved by the chaos all around them. We see this 
in the life of the prophet Habakkuk, a man given a vision of “the end” (Habakkuk 2:3). 
Habakkuk saw a people in the last days who would wear themselves out pursuing greed and covetousness. 
According to his vision, a dreadful spirit of violence would prevail in that time (see 1:9). Habakkuk said of it 
all: “The cup of the Lord’s right hand shall be turned unto thee, and shameful spewing shall be on thy glory” 
(2:16). 
We know that a prophet always speaks to his own generation first. Yet, according to Habakkuk himself, this 
prophetic word is also meant for our generation. He tells us, “The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the 
end it shall speak, and not lie” (2:3, my italics). Habakkuk was seeing a cup of trembling: “When I heard, my 
belly trembled…I trembled in myself” (3:16). 
Here was a godly, praying prophet who for a season was so overwhelmed by awful events that even he 
trembled. But the Spirit came upon Habakkuk, causing him to prophesy: “Although the fig tree shall not 
blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; 
the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I 
will joy in the God of my salvation. The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds’ feet, and 
he will make me to walk upon mine high places” (3:17–19). 
God removed the cup of trembling from his servant Habakkuk. And he will do likewise with all his faithful ones 
today. 
What does God say to such a fearful people who tremble with anxiety? What is his prescription for those whose 
hearts are failing with fear, whose eyes are fixed on the calamitous things coming upon them? He gives them 
this word: “Awake! Stand up!” (Isaiah 51:17). Here is the condition that God puts on us so that he may remove 
the cup of trembling from our lips: “Get up! Take a stand!” 
Beloved, with everything that is coming — with evil men growing more vile and wicked, with economic crises 
continuing to mount — God’s people need more than uplifting messages. They need more than sermons that 
pump up a short-lived faith. 
As faith grows, it is strengthened in one way only: by hearing and trusting in God’s Word. 
The Lord would never ask us to do what is impossible. And it is possible for us to stir and rouse ourselves, so 
that we ask, “Why am I so fearful? Why am I on this roller coaster of up-and-down despair? Why does the 
future cause panic in my soul?” 
Here is why that has happened: it is because we have not fully committed our lives, our families, our health, our 
jobs, our homes into God’s faithful hands. We have not made the leap of faith that determines, “My Lord is true 
and faithful. 
The cup of trembling is removed when we take a stand, waking up to our need to accept God’s Word.  
As we take this stand of faith, we will face sudden jolts of fear. But we are to stand up to those fears — to lay 
hold of God’s promises and be fully persuaded he is able to keep what we have committed to him. Then we will 
drink no more of the wine of despair. 
The fact is, the darker the days become, the more God’s people must live by such faith. Otherwise, we make 
God out to be a liar whenever we panic and fear.  
Right now, the world is heading into great turbulence. There will be events and chaos that naturally bring panic 
and fear. But God has said to us, “My Word is in you. You are covered under the shadow of my hand. And 
YOU ARE MY CHILD.” It is time for us to fasten our seatbelt, open our Bible and talk to our Father through it 
all. 
“He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint 
and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint” 
(Isaiah 40:26–31). 
 


