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Do Not Believe Every Spirit 
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

-Romans 12:21 

Scripture reading: 2 Peter 2 

ou need the Word of God in your hearts so that you might be 
able to overcome the world. We can so live in this divinec;; 
communion with Christ that we can sense evil in any part of 

the world. In this present world, powers of evil are rampant. The 
plan of God is that we might be so in Him that we will be equal to 
any occasion. 

"Beloved" (1 John 4:1). That is a good word. It means that we 
are now in a place where God has set His love upon us. He wants 
us to listen to what He has to say to us because when His beloved 
are hearing His voice, then they understand what He has for them. 

God is dealing with us as sons; He calls us "beloved." We are in 
the truth, but we want to know the truth in a way that will keep us 
free. (See John 8:32.) I want to help the people who have been so 
troubled with voices and with things that have happened that they 
have felt they had no control over them. And I want to help those 
who are bound in many ways and have been trying in every way to 
get free. 

The fourth chapter of 1 John tells us specifically how to deal 
with evil powers, with evil voices. It tells us how we may be able to 
dethrone them and be in a place where we are over them. It shows 
us how we may live in the world not subject to fear, not subject to 
bondage, not subject to pain, but in a place where we are defeating 
evil powers, ruling over them, reigning in the world by this life of 
Christ. In this way, we will be from above, and we will know it. We 
will not be subject to the world, but we will reign over the world so 
that disease, sin, and death will not have dominion. 

A keynote that runs through the entire Scriptures is that Je
sus has vanquished and overcome all of the powers of the Devil and 
has destroyed his power, even the power of death. Whether we are 
going to believe it or not, this is for us. God sends out the chal
lenge, and He says, "Ifyou believe it, it will be so." 

What will hinder us? Our human nature wilL Gods work in us 
will be hindered when the human will is not wholly surrendered, 
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when there is some mixture, part spirit and part flesh, when there 
is a division in your own heart. 

In a house where there are two children, one may desire to 
obey his father and mother, and he is loved and is very well 
treated. The other is loved just the same, but the difficulty is this: 
the wayward boy who wants his own way does many things to 
grieve his parents, and he gets the whip. They are both children in 
the house; one is getting the whip, the other is getting the blessing 
without the whip. 

Any number of God's children are getting the whip who know 
better than they are doing. So I want you to wake up to do what 
you know ought to be done. Sin is never covered by your appear
ance, your presence, your prayers, or your tears. Sin can only be 
removed by repentance. When you repent deeply enough, you will 
find that the thing goes away forever. Never cover up sin. Sins 
must be judged. Sins must be brought to the blood of Christ, When 
you have a perfect confidence between you and God, it is amazing 
how your prayers rise. You catch fire, you are filled with zeal, your 
inspiration is tremendous, you find out that the Spirit prays 
through you, and you live in a place of blessing . 

Thought for today: The man who lives in God is afraid of nothing. 
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December 2 

Mediums Hindered 
He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 

-1 John 4:4 

Scr!pture reading: John 6:47-58 

mne day I met a friend of mine in the street, and I said, "Fred, 
where are you going?" 
"I am going-. Oh, I don't feel I ought to tell you," he said. 

"It is a secret between me and the Lord." 
"Now, we have prayed together, we have had nights of commu

nication, we have been living together in the Spirit," I said. "Surely 
there is no secret that could be hidden between you and me." 

"I will tell you," he said. "I am going to a spiritualism meeting." 
"Don't you think it is dangerous? I don't think it is wise for 

believers to go to these places," I said. 
"I am led to go to test it according to Scripture," he replied. 

"They are having some special mediums from London." 
He meant that they were having some people from London 

who were more filled with the Devil than the Spiritualists we had 
in our city of Bradford. They were special devils. 

"I am going," he continued, "and I am going with the clear 
knowledge that I am under the blood of Jesus." 

"Tell me the results, will you?" 
"Yes, I will." 
Now, beloved, I advise none ofyou to go to these places. 
My friend went and sat down in the midst of the seance meet

ing, and the medium began to take control. The lights went low; 
everything was in a dismal state. My friend did not speak, but just 
kept himself under the blood, whispering the preciousness of the 
blood of Jesus. These more possessed devils were on the platform. 
They tried every possible thing they could to get under control for 
more than an hour, and then the lights went up. The leader said, 
"We can do nothing tonight; there is somebody here who believes 
in the blood of Christ." 

Hallelujah! Do you all believe in the blood, beloved? 

Thought for today: Have biblical proof for everything you have, 
and then you will be in a place where no one can move you. 
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Greater Is He who Is in You 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The 

LORD is the strength ofmy life; ofwhom shall I be afraid? 


-Psalm 27:1 

Scripture reaaing: Psalm 27 

flj e ready to challenge the DeviL Don't be afraid. You will be 
delivered from fear if you believe. You can have "ears to 
hear" (Matt. 11:15) or ears that do not hear. Ears that hear 

are the ears of faith, and your ears will be so open to what is spiri
tual that they will lay hold of it. 

When the Word of God becomes the life and nature of you, you 
will find that the minute you open it, it becomes life to you; you 
will find that you have to be joined up with the Word. You are to be 
the epistles of Christ (2 Cor. 3:3). This means that Christ is the 
Word, and He will be known in us by our fruits. (See Matthew 
7:16-20.) He is the life and the nature of you. It is a new nature: a 
new life, a new breath, a new spiritual atmosphere. There is no 
limitation in this standard, but in everything else you are limited. 
"He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world" (1 John 
4:4). When the Word of Life is lived out in you because it is your 
life, then it is enacted, and it brings forth what God has desired. 
When we quote something from the Scriptures, we must be careful 
that we are living according to it. The Word of God has to abide in 
you, for the Word is life and it brings forth life, and this is the life 
that makes you "free from the law of sin and death" (Rom. 8:2). 

Thought for today: The Word not only gives you a foundation but 
also puts you in a place where you can stand and after the battle 
keep on standing. 
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How to Test the Spirits 
You are strong, and the word of God abides in you, 

and you have overcome the wicked one. 
-1 John 2:14 

Scripture reading: 1 John 2: 14-29 

[Jhere are evil thoughts, and there are thoughts of evil. Evil 
thoughts are suggestive of the Evil One. We must be able to 
understand what evil is and how to deal with it. The Word 

of God makes us strong. All evil powers are weak. "Young men, you 
are strong because you know the Word." (See 1 John 2: 14.) 

Where do thoughts of evil come from? They come from the un
clean believer, the man who is not entirely sanctified. Remember 
that the Devil does not know your thoughts; that is where the Devil 
is held. But God knows your thoughts; God knows all things. Satan 
can only suggest evil thoughts to try to arouse your carnal nature. 

Yet if you are disturbed by evil thoughts, if you are troubled or 
depressed, then you are in a wonderful place. If you never tell any
body about your evil thoughts, and you are not disturbed about 
them, the carnal powers have never been destroyed in you. But if 
you tell anybody, then it is proof that you are clean; it is because 
you are clean that you weep. If you are not disturbed, if you have 
no conviction, it is because of your unclean sed heart; you have let 
sin come in. 

How can the believer believe so that he will not be tormented? 
How can we be master of the situation? We must know this Scrip
ture: "Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is of God" (1 John 4:2). Did Jesus come in the flesh? Mary 
produced a Son in the likeness of God. In a similar way, the eternal 
seed that came into us when we believed produces a life, a person, 
which is "Christ in [us]" (Col. 1:27) and which rises up in us until 
the reflection of the Son of God is in everything we do. Mary pro
duced a Son for redemption. God's seed in us produces a son of per
fect redemption, until we live in Him and move by Him, and our 
whole nature becomes a perfect Son of God in us (Acts 17:28). In 
the name of Jesus, cast self out, and you will be instantly free. 

Thought for today; There is nothing strong in the Devil; the weak
est believer dethrones the Enemy when he mentions Jesus. 
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A Ruined Life 
Part One 

For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among 
you, not to think ofhimself more highly than he ought to think, but 

to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 
-Romans 12:3 

Scripture reading: Mark 13:5-20 

ts of people are brought down by the same thing that ru
ined the life of a young Christian I want to tell you about. ~For many years after I was baptized, the Lord graciously 

helped me. I laid hands upon people, and they received the Holy 
Spirit. I thank God that that power has not stopped. I believe in 
asking God, in lifting up holy hands and saying, "Father, grant 
that whoever I place my hands upon will receive the Holy Spirit." 

People have called me from various places to come and help 
them when they have had people they wanted to receive the Holy 
Spirit. Once a group from York, England, sent word saying that 
they had fourteen people whom they wanted to have baptized in 
the Holy Spirit, and would I come? They had all been saved since 
the last time I was there. 

So I went. I have never in all my life met a group of people who 
were so intoxicated with the Spirit. The power of God was upon 
them. Right in the midst of them was a young man who had devel
oped such a gift of teaching and leading the people forward with 
God through the power of the Spirit that they said they did not be
lieve there was another man like him in all of England. 

I rejoiced with them over this young man. When Jesus began 
His ministry, He laid hands upon eleven who turned out to be the 
most marvelous men, yet they were all younger then He. When 
Paul was brought into the knowledge of the truth, he was a young 
man. Jesus began the great ministry of worldwide revival with 
young life. World War I showed us that no man over forty years of 
age was good enough for that war. They had to have young blood 
that could stand the stress of frost, heat, and all kinds of things. 

Thought for tOday: God wants young people filled with the power of 
God to go into the harvest field, because they can stand the stress. 
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December 6 

A Ruined Life 
Part Two 

For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among 
you, not to think ofhimself more highly than he ought to think) but 

to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 
-Romans 12:3 

Scripture reading: Mark 13:21-37 

s1 s soon as I got to York, people came around me and said, 
"Oh, we've got him! We've got him! The only thing that is 
needed now is that we want him to receive the Holy Spirit, 

and as soon as he receives, we will know we have got him." They 
were talking about a certain young man in whom they saw unusual 
potential to be a great spiritual leader. When that young man 
spoke in tongues, they almost went wild. They shouted, they wept, 
they prayed. Oh, they were so excited! 

*' 
The leaders said they were overjoyed at the fact of this man's 

baptism. I said, "Be still; the Lord will do His own work." 
In a short time, he was through in the Spirit, and everybody 

was rejoicing and applauding. They fell into great error there." God 
has never yet allowed any human bein~ to be apJ?lauded for dO~Ilg'tEe Lord's work. ~-~-.-=~.~.~.'" -..~"' '"'--,.,"-~- ~"-"' ~-- ", . 

Thi;Youngman was in the power of the Holy Spirit, and it 
was lovely. But they came around him, shaking his hand and say
ing, "Now we have the greatest teacher there is." 

Was this wrong? It was perfectly right, yet it was the worst 
thing they could have done; they should have been thankful in 
their hearts. I want to tell you that the Devil never knows your 
thoughts, and if you won't let your thoughts out in public, you will 
be safe. He can suggest a thought; he can suggest thoughts of evil. 
But that is not sin; all these things are from outside of you. The 
Devil can suggest evil things for you to receive, but if you are pure, 
it is like water off a duck's back. 

One woman came up and said, "I wouldn't be surprised if you 
were another John the Baptist." 

Again, before we left, this woman came up and said, "Will you 
believe? It is a prophecy I have received that you have to be John 
the Baptist." 
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Thank God, he put it off. But how satanic, how devilish, how 
unrighteous, and how untrue her words werel 

That night, as he was walking home along a country road, an
other voice came, louder than the woman's, right in the open air: 
"You are John the Baptist!" 

Again the young man was able to guard it off. In the middle of 
the night, he was awakened out of his sleep, and this voice came 
again: "Rise, get up. You are John the Baptist. Declare it!" 

And the poor man this time was not able to deal with it. He did 
not know what I am now telling you. I tell you with a sorrowful 
heart that for hours that morning he was walking around York, 
shouting, "I am John the Baptist!" Nothing could be done. He had 
to be detained. 

Who did it? Why, the people, of course. 
You have no right to come around me or anybody else and say, 

"You are wonderful!" That is satanic. I tell you, we have plenty of 
the Devil to deal with without your causing a thousand demons to 
come and help. We need common sense. 

How could that young man have been delivered? He could 
have said, "Did Jesus come in the flesh?" The demon power would 
have said no, and then the Comforter would have come . 

Lord, bring us to a place of humility and brokenheartedness 
where we will see the danger of satanic powers. 

Don't think that the Devil is a big ugly monster; he comes as 
an angel oflight (2 Cor. 11:14). He comes at a time when you have 
done well, and he tells you about it. He comes to make you feel you 
are somebody. The Devil is an exalted demon. Oh, look at the Mas
ter. 

Thought for today: May God give us the mindset of the Beatitudes 
(Matt. 5:3-12) where we will be broken and humble and in the 
dust; then God will raise us and place us in a high place. 
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December 7 

Why Tongues? 
Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe 

but to unbelievers. 
-1 Corinthians 14:22 

Scripture reading: 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 

Why has God brought this gift of tongues into operation? 
There is a reason. If there were not a reason, it would not 
be there. Why did God design it? You must see with me 

that the gift of tongues was never in evidence before the Holy 
Spirit came. The old dispensation was very wonderful in prophetic 
utterances. Every person, whoever he is, who receives the Holy 
Spirit will have prophetic utterances in the Spirit unto God or in a 
human language supernaturally coming forth, so that all the people 
will know that it is the Spirit. 

This is the reason we want all the people filled with the Holy 
Spirit: they are to be prophetic. When a prophecy is given, it means 
that God has a thought, a word in season, that has never been in 
season before-things both new and old. The Holy Spirit brings 
things to pass! 

So when God fulfilled the promise, when the time was ap
pointed, the Holy Spirit came and filled the apostles. The gift that 
had never been in operation before came into operation that won
derful day in the Upper Room, and for the first time in all of his
tory, men were speaking in a new order; it was not an old 
language, but language that was to be interpreted. 

This is profound because we recognize that God is speaking. 
No man understands it. The Spirit is speaking, and the Spirit 
opens the revelation that they will have, without adulteration. 

Tongues are a wonderful display of this; they are to revive the 
people; they are to give new depths of thought. 

If you ever want to know why the Holy Spirit was greatly 
needed, you will find it in the third chapter of Ephesians. You will 
be amazed. The language is wonderfuL Paul said that he was "the 
least of all the saints" CEph. 3:8), yet God had called him to be a 
"minister" (v. 7). His language is wonderful, yet he felt in his heart 
and life that there was something greater, that the Spirit had him, 
and he bowed his knees unto the Father (v. 14). 
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You cannot find in all the Scriptures words with such profound 
fruit as those that ring through the verses of Paul's remarkable 
prayer in the Holy Spirit. He prayed "that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God" CEph. 3:19), and "that you ... may be able to 
comprehend with all the saints" Cvv. 17-18). He prayed that you 
may be able to ask and think, and think and ask, and that it will 
not only be abundantly but that it will also be "exceeding abun
dantly above all that" you can "ask or think" (v. 20). There is a 
man closing down and the Holy Spirit praying. 

Thought for today: The Holy Spirit did not come to exalt you; He 
came so that you could exalt the Lord. 
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December 8 

Yie{J to the Ho{y Spirit 
Part One 

Desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with 
tongues. Let all things be done decently and in order. 

-1 Corinthians 14:39-40 

Scr~ture reading: 1 Corinthians 14:1-25 

ou are not to consider, under any circumstances, that, be
cause you have a spiritual gift, it is right for you to use thatc;;
gift, unless the unction of the Spirit is upon you. Unless you 

adhere to this word, every assembly where you are will be broken 
up, and you will cause trouble. Until you come to a right under
standing of the Scriptures, you will never be pleasing to God. 

You have to be very careful that you never use tongues and 
interpretation in confusion with prophecy. When prophecy is going 
forth and the truth is being heard and all the people are receiving it 
with joy and are being built up, then there is no room for tongues 
or interpretation. But just at the time when the language in my 
heart seems too big to express, then tongues come forth and God 
looses the whole thing, and we get a new purpose in that. 

So you who have this wonderful gift of tongues must see to it 
that you never break in where the Spirit is having perfect 
right-of-way. But when the Spirit is working with you and you 
know there is a line of truth that the Lord desires to express, then 
let the name of God be glorified. 

You see, God wants everything to be in perfect order by the 
Spirit. That is why Paul said, "If anyone speaks in a tongue, let 
there be two or at the most three" (1 Cor. 14:27). You will never find 
me speaking if three have spoken before me. And you will never 
find me interpreting any word in tongues if three have spoken al
ready. This is in order to keep the bonds of peace in the body so 
that the people will not be weary, because there are some people 
who have known nothing about what is right. 

Unless you come to the Word of God, you will be in confusion 
and you will be in judgment. God does not want you to be in confu
sion or in judgment, but wants you to be built up by the Scrip
tures, for the Scriptures are clear. 
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If the Lord reveals truth to me, and if I have said anything 
previously in relation to this that has not been absolutely scrip
tural, I will no longer say it. I allow God's Word to be my judge. If I 
find that anything I have said is not scriptural, I repent before God. 
As God is my Judge, I never say anything unless I believe it is the 
sincere truth. But if I find out later that it is not exactly in the 
most perfect keeping with the Word of God, I never say it again. 

Thought for toJay: May the Lord help us to be true to God first; 
then, if we are true to God, we will be true to ourselves. 
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December 9 

Yield to the Holy Spirit 
Part Two 

Desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with 
tongues. Let all things be done decently and in order. 

-1 Corinthians 14:39-40 

Scripture reading: I Thessalonians 5:11-24 

n 1 Corinthians 14:30 we read, "If anything is revealed to§ another who sits by, let the first keep silent." I hope that 
someday the church will so completely come into its beauty 

that if I am preaching and you have a revelation on that very thing, 
a deep revelation from God, and if you stand, I will stop preaching 
at that moment. Why? Because the Scripture says that if, when a 
prophet is speaking, anything is revealed to someone in the audi
ence, let the first hold his peace and then let that other one speak. 

Then the Scripture says, "For you can all prophesy one by one, 
that all may learn and all may be encouraged" (v. 31). This refers 
to the one who is preaching. He may be led to hold his peace while 
one in the midst of the congregation speaks his line of thought that 
is divinely appointed; then, after he finishes, another may have a 
prophecy, and he may get up, and so on, until you may have several 
who have prophesied and you have such revelations in this manner 
that the whole church is ablaze. I believe that God is going to help 
us so that we might be sound in mind, right in thought, holy in 
judgment, separated unto God, and one in the Spirit. 

Allow me to say this, and then you judge it afterward. You are 
not in the right place if you do not judge what I say .. You are notJ,o,.. 
swallow everything I say; you ari:Jo judge everythi!!g I say by the

1V\ts·7lt- Scripture..§.:.. But you must always use righteous judgment. Right
\ ..,.\~. rl 'eous judgment is not judging through condemnation, but it is 

judging something according to the Word of God. In this way, the 
church may receive edification so that all the people may be built 
up according to the Word of God. 

Perhaps not everyone will affirm what I have to say about this. 
However, I truly believe, because God has revealed it to me, that 
the words "Let there be two or at the most three, each in turn" (v. 
27) mean that often the speaker will not have finished his message 
after giving the first insight. So often I have seen in an assembly of 

520 

believers that the fir;;:: ::-:-~, ~ II 

has been mightily u!= =-,. - .. 
not finish his messa;-:,: ::311 

izes that he is not .. 
Spirit again, and we ::-:;-.0. . ..~ ~ 

third time, and the ti:':: ._-=
This has led me :=: . .~ 

means that one perscl:-_ =. ~... : 
times in one meeting. _.. _ :II 

have nine utterances :- ....:::-:.. 
speaking. You can :'"'
Lord is prompting it. :;; = -:..::::'!JI 

through in prophecy:::, 0 ."' 

one, sometimes two p-:;-':= .c c~.. 

am correct when I sa~.' : ... 
has taken our hearts 5.:',:' =.= • 
happens to me, I spe~: ~ ~ 
own thoughts. The H:,: ~=~ 
everything; the powe:- :.:I!!'l 
power of the Holy Sp:':-:: _' _ 
tongues or interpret8.:: - :~ 
throne the very langu =:::: :III 
person's language •_ 111 
give tongues and inte:;;::,-:::~ 

"At the most thT:-: :: , 
most. The Holy Spirit 

Thought for today: .:;- '.,-_ 
dsm, but righteous 7=_ 



---- -

• .J 

..lLV Spirit 

::, ":.:-, forbid to speak u'it~ 


· -" and in order. 

~"':':8-40 

~--""':': 

c.. ... ' anything is re[·ec:~.: 
~.::ep silent." I hOPE ..-_~' 

come into its 
on that ver:-' .::":':.;: 

I will stop prea2:":~_ 
~.::--,=·-,::·e says that if. w:-,~t. 
';;... :-:: ::. someone in .:: __ 
-~ .~: :~at other one s"c::~: 
• -" ::.:,' prophesy one ~:.. - : 
" - -.,. iV. 31). This ~:::.:.> 

~ ::1 hold his peace ',':._,,, 
'. l' f h .:-.:...,::.~ :.=s me 0 t oug::.: ::.~' 

. h'=.-:....;,·.::5. anot er may:,;:" 
- -... ...: ·;ou mav have :;:-;O.;:-~, . 

in this :r.s:~-,,, 
::.::.: God is goine:- L ". 

--;"., :Il thought. 

Y: ' 

I::. ::.:s ','.' ::.': 
- _--~ =::i~; ... ~ 

__ 2--7 -- ~2:,-

. -. 

:~:--~~:~7 ..... _-_~,~ __ 7"::~..:...... : 

1",,11 6 ,'i'-).-jri.\:.: c.

December 9 

believers that the first person has spoken and the Spirit of the Lord 
has been mightily upon him, but the anointing is such that he did 
not finish his message with his first insight of truth, and he real
izes that he is not through with that message. He speaks in the 
Spirit again, and we feel that the tide is higher. Then he speaks a 
third time, and the tide is higher still, and then he stops. 

This has led me to believe that "each in turn" (1 Cor. 14:27) 
means that one person may be permitted to speak in tongues three 
times in one meeting. In our conferences in England, we very often 
have nine utterances in tongues, but there will only be three people 
speaking. You can have nine, but it is not necessary unless the 
Lord is prompting it. Sometimes I find that the Spirit will take us 
through in prophecy in such a way that there will not be more than 
one, sometimes two people speaking. If I am correct, and I believe I 
am correct when I say this, when we are full of prophecy, the Spirit 
has taken our hearts and has moved them by His power. When this 
happens to me, I speak as fast as I can, but I am not expressing my 
own thoughts. The Holy Spirit is the thought, the language, and 
everything; the power of the Spirit is speaking. And when the 
power of the Holy Spirit is speaking like this, there is no need for 
tongues or interpretation because you are getting right from the 
throne the very language of the heart and the man. Then when the 
person's language gives out, the Spirit will speak and the Lord will 
give tongues and interpretation, and that will lift the whole place. 

"At the most three." Don't say four or five, but three at the 
most. The Holy Spirit says it. 

Thought for today: Righteous judgment is not focused on criti
cism, but righteous judgment judges the truth of something. 
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A Prophet out of Goa's wiff 
Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 

-1 Corinthians 10:12 

Scripture reading: Philippians 3:3-21 

g here are people today who have lived holy lives, preached 
sanctification, and their language of tongues has been help
ful, but something has come in the way. They have lost 

their zeal and fire, but they still hold onto the language. This can 
take place in anyone's life. 

I would like you to know that the speaker is no good unless he 
judges himself every day. If I do not judge myself, I will be judged 
(1 Cor. 11:31). It is no good to me if I look good to you. If there 
were one thing between me and God, I would not dare to speak to 
others unless I knew that God had made me holy, for they who 
bear the vessels of the Lord must be holy unto the Lord (Isa. 
52:11). And I praise God because I know: 

His blood can make the vilest clean, 

His blood can make the vilest clean, 

His blood avails for me, 

His blood avails for me. 


You cannot assume that someone is still living in the center of 
God's holy will. Because I am only a man, it is possible that I may 
have grieved the Spirit. If I were to speak in a formal language 
without unction, that would not move the people. In this type of 
situation, someone in the place-and this is what tongues are for
someone in the place who is hungry for God and cannot rest be
cause he is not getting the cream of the truth would begin travail
ing and groaning in the Spirit and speaking in tongues. Another 
person would travail in the same way, receiving the interpretation 
of these tongues, and would arise and give that interpretation, thus 
lifting the people where the prophet could not because he was out 
of the will of God. 

Thought for today: It is not sufficient for me to have your good 
word; I must have the Master's good word. 
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A More Exce{{ent Way 

Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. 
Praise the LORD! 
-Psalm 150:6 

ScrifJture reading: Psalm 150 

S f you ever get to the place where you cannot praise the Lord, 
it is a calamity in your life and it is a calamity to the people 
who are around you. If you want to take blessing into homes 

and make all the people around you know that you have something 
more than an ordinary life, you must know that God has come to 
supplant you and put within you a perfect praise. 

God has a great place for us, so that His will may be done and 
we may be subject to His perfect will. When that comes to pass, no 
one can tell what may happen, for Jesus reached the highest place 
when He said, "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My 
own will, but the will of Him who sent Me" (John 6:38). So there is 
something in a place of yielding where God can have us for His 
own. 

God desires that we would lose ourselves in Him in a way we 
have never done before. I want to provoke you to love so that you 
will come into this place of blessing. 

Beloved, believe today that God has a way for you. Perhaps 
you have never come that way before. God has a way beyond all 
your ways of thought. He has a plan for you. 

There is a great need today. People are hungry for truth. Peo
ple are thirsting, wanting to know God better. There are thousands 
"in the valley of decision" (Joel 3:14), wanting someone to take 
them right into the depths of God. 

Are you ready to pray? You say, "What should I ask for?" 
You may not know what to ask for, but if you begin, the Spirit 

knows the desire of your heart, and He will pray according to the 
mind of God. You do not know, but God knows everything, and He 
is acquainted with you altogether and desires to promote you. 

So I say, "Are you ready?" You say, "What for?" Are you ready 
to come promptly into the presence of God so that you may ask this 
day as you have never asked before? Ask in faith, doubting nothing, 
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but believing that God is on the throne waiting to anoint you 
afresh today. 

Are you ready? What for? Are you ready to be brought into the 
banquet house of God, even as Esther came in before King Ahasu
erus? God will put out the scepter, and all that your heart desires 
He will give to you. (See Esther 5-7.) 

Father, in Jesus' name we come before You believing in Your 
almightiness, that the power of Your hand does move us, chasten 
us. Build us. Let the Word of God sink into our hearts this day. 
Make us, 0 God, worthy of the name we bear, that we may go 
about as real, holy saints of God. Just as if You were on the earth, 
fill us with Your anointing, Your power, and Your grace. Amen. 

Thought for today: God wants you to be blessed so that you will be 
a blessing. 
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Humility and Compassion 

Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and be
came obedient to the point ofdeath, even the death of the cross. 

-Philippians 2:8 

Scripture reading: Philippians 2:1-18 

§ t is very important to minister in the gifts of the Spirit in 
the proper way. There is no anointing like the unction that 
comes out of death, when we are dead with Christ. It is this 

position that makes us live with Him. If we have been conformed to 
His death, then, in that same death, like Paul, we will be made like 
Him in His resurrection power (Phil. 3:10-11). 

-But do not forget that Jesus was coequal with the Father and 
that He made Himself of no reputation when he became man and 
came to earth (Phil. 2:6-7). He did not come out and say that He 
was this, that, or the other. No, that was not His position. Jesus 
had all the gifts. He could have stood up and said to Peter and John 
and James and the rest of them, when the dead son was being car
ried through the gate of the city ofNain (see Luke 7:11-15), "Stand 
to one side, Peter. Clear out of the way, John. Make room for Me, 
Thomas. Don't you know who I am? I am coequal with the Father. 
I have all power, I have all gifts, I have all graces. Stand to one 
side; I will show you how to raise the dead!" 

Is that how He did it? No! Never.· Then what made it come to 
pass? He was observant. The disciples were there, but they did not 
have the same observance. What did He see? He saw the widow and 
knew that she was carrying to burial that day all her help, all her 
life. Her love was bound up in that son. There she was, broken and 
bent over with sorrow, all her hopes blighted. 

Jesus had compassion upon her, and the compassion of Jesus 
was greater than death. His compassion was so marvelous that it 
went beyond the powers of death and all the powers of demons. 
Isn't He a lovely Jesus? Isn't He a precious Savior? 

Thought for today: Observance comes from an inward holy flame 
kindled by God. 
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December 13 

A Paject Way 
Though I speak with the tongues ofmen and ofangels, but have not 

love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 
-1 Corinthians 13: 1 

Scripture reading: 1 Corinthians 13 

g) id you ever read a verse like this? It is the state of being 
brought into a treasury. Do you know what a treasury is? 
A treasury holds or handles priceless things. 

God puts you into the treasury to hold or handle the precious 
gifts of the Spirit. Therefore, so that you may not fail to handle 
them correctly, He gives you a picture of how you may handle 
them. 

What a high position of authority, of grace, the Lord speaks 
about in this verse! "Speak with the tongues ofmen and ofangels. " 
Oh, isn't that wonderful! 

There are men who have such wonderful qualifications for 
speaking. Their knowledge in the natural realm is so outstanding 
that many people go to hear their eloquent addresses because the 
language in them is so beautiful. Yet, through the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit, God puts you right in the midst of them and says that 
He has given you the capability to speak like men, with power of 
thought and language at your disposal, so that you can say any
thing. 

• People are failing God all the time allover the world because 
they are taken up with their own eloquence, and God is not in it. 
They are lost with the pretentiousness of their great authority over 
language, and they use it on purpose to tickle the ears and the sen
sations of the people, and it profits nothing. It is nothing. It will 
wither up, and the people who use it will wither up.~ 

Yet God has said there is a way. Now, how would language "of 
men and ofangels" come to prosper? 

". When you wept through to victory before, you were able to do 
anything. You were so undone that unless God helped you to do it, 
you couldn't do it:' You were so broken in spirit that your whole 
body seemed to be at an end unless God reinstated you. Then the 
unction came, and every word was glorifYing Jesus. Every sentence 
lifted the people, and they felt as they listened, "Surely God is in 
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this place! He has sent His Word and healed us." (See Psalm 
107:20.) They saw no man there except Jesus. Jesus was so mani
fested that they all said, "Oh, wasn't Jesus speaking to our hearts 
this morning!" 

~ If you minister in this way, you will never become nothing. 
Tongues of men and angels alone will come to nothing. Yet if you 
speak with tongues of men and angels that are bathed in the love 
of God until it is to Him alone that you speak, then it will be writ
ten down forever in the history of the glory. So let the Lord help us 
to know how to act in the Holy Spirit,~ 

Thought for today: When you are used only for and desire only the 
glory of God, your acts and life, ministry, and power will be an re
corded endlessly in the glory of heaven-for the Acts of the Apos
tles are being recorded in the glory, 
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Proyhecy and Goodness 
And though I have the gift ofprophecy, and understand all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that 
I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 

-1 Corinthians 13:2 

Scripture reading: Psalm 31 

;:eots of people desire to have faith; many desire to have 
prophecy; some long to know mysteries. Who knows mys
teries? "The secret of the LORD is with those who fear Him" 

(Ps. 25:14). Don't change the Scriptures. "The just shall live by 
faith" (Rom. 1:17). Do not alter the Scriptures. 

Do not forget that prophecy is beautiful when you understand 
the principle of it. Prophecy is the sixth gift mentioned in 1 Corin
thians 12. What fruit or grace do you think would coincide with 
prophecy? Why, goodness, of course. 

Why goodness? Because if you are living in holiness, entire 
sanctification, perfection, you would never take advantage of the 
Holy Spirit and would speak only as the Spirit gave prophecy. You 
would never say human things just because you had the gift of 
prophecy. You would speak according to the Spirit, giving prophecy 
because you had been holy. 

When you speak in the natural after you have received the gift 
of prophecy, it is because you have come to be nothing; you are 
nothing; you are not counted in the great plan of the great purpose 
of God. But if you are hidden in Christ and your whole heart is per
fected in God, and you will prophesy only when the Spirit of the 
Lord is upon you, then it will be something that lasts forever. Peo
ple will be blessed forever and God will be glorified forever. 

Suppose that I have all faith so that I could move mountains. 
Now, suppose that I also have a big farm, but that some of my 
farmland is not very profitable. It is stony; it has many rocks on it 
as well as some little mountains that are absolutely untillable and 
do no good. But because I have faith without love, I say, "I will use 
my faith and I will move this land. I do not care where it goes as 
long as my land is clean." 

So I use my faith to clear my land. The next day, my poor next
door neighbor comes and says, "I am in great trouble. All your 
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wasteland and stony, rocky land has been tipped onto mine, and 
my good land is ruined." 

And I, who have faith without love, say to him, "You get faith 
and move it back!" 

That profits nothing. If God brings you into a place of faith, let 
it be for the glory of God. Then, when you pray, God will wonder
fully answer you; nothing will hinder your being used for God, for 
God delights to use us. 

Gifts are not only given; they are also increased to those who 
can be used, who can keep in a place of usefulness. God keeps these 
yielded ones in a place of being continually supplanted-a new 
place that is deeper, higher, holier, richer, more heavenly. 

In addition, gifts are not only usable, but God is also glorified 
in Jesus when you pray the prayer of faith. Jesus Himself said, 
"When you pray and believe, the Father will be glorified in the 
Son." (See John 14:12-13.) 

Thought for today: It takes ajust man to live by faith. 
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Sacrifice Is Nothing without Love 
And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I 

give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. 
-1 Corinthians 13:3 

Scripture reading: Mark 6:30-56 

810Ugh 1 can lay my hands on millions of dollars, though 1 
can do all kinds of things with the money, and though, after 
1 have given it all, 1 show the people more by giving my body 

to be burned, saying, "I will show what 1 am made of!" this is 
nothing, nothing! Five dollars given in the name of the Lord is of 
more value than thousands without acknowledging Him. 

A man came to me, and we had long talks about the Lord. He 
told me, "I was in a very difficult place. 1 had been working very 
hard in the church and had given all my strength.... " 

Oh, 1 see such godly, holy people doing more than they ought 
to, thereby giving themselves away. Don't you know that your body 
belongs to God (1 Cor. 6:19-20), and that, if you overtax your body, 
God says He will judge you for it? We have to be careful because 
the body that is given to us is to exhibit His power and His glory, 
and we cannot do this if we give ourselves all the time to work, 
work, work and think that that is the only way. It is not the way. 

The Scriptures teach us that Jesus had to go and renew His 
spiritual vision and power in solitude with His Father (Mark 1:35), 
and it was also necessary for the disciples to draw aside and rest 
awhile (Mark 6:30-31). Couldn't Jesus give them all they needed? 
My dear brother, whatever God gives you, He will never take away 
your common sense. 

Suppose 1 unwisely overextended my body and knew that 1 
had done so? How could 1 ask anyone to pray for me unless I re
pented? We must be carefuL Our bodies are the temples of the Holy 
Spirit, and He has to dwell in them, and they have to be for His 
purpose in the world. We are not working for ourselves; God is to 
be glorified in our bodies. Many today are absolutely withered up, 
years before their time, because they went beyond their knowledge. 

Thought for today: Your gifts will perish unless the gifts are used 
for the glory of Jesus. 
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De.cember 16 

The 	Gifts 

Now to Him who is OOle to keep you from stumbling, and to present 
you faultless before the presence ofHis glory with exceeding joy, to 
God our Savior, who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion 

and power, both now and forever. 
-Jude 24-25 

Scrtpture reading: Jude 

!J	
t is very necessary that we receive the Holy Spirit in the 
first place; after receiving the Holy Spirit, we must ear
nestly desire the gifts. Then, after receiving the gifts, we 

must never forget that the gift is entrusted to us for bringing the 
blessings of God to the people. 

For instance, divine healing is a gift for ministering to the 
needs of the people. The gift of wisdom is a word in season at the 
moment of need, to show you just what to do. The gift of knowl
edge, or the word of knowledge, is to inspire you and to bring you 
life and joy. This is what God intends. 

Then there is the gift of discernment. We are not to discern 
one another, but to discern evil powers and deal with them and 
command them back to the pit from which they came. Regarding 
the gift of miracles, God intends for us to come to the place where 
we will see miracles worked. God also wants us to understand that 
tongues are profitable only when they exalt and glorify the Lord. 
And oh, that we might really know what it means when interpreta
tion is given! It is not merely to have beautiful sensations and 
think that is interpretation, but it is such that the man who has it 
does not know what is coming, for if he did, it would not be inter
pretation. Interpretation is not knowing what you are going to say, 
but it is being in the place where you say exactly what God says. So 
when I have to interpret a message, I purposely keep my mind 
from anything that would hinder, and I sometimes say "Praise the 
Lord" and "Hallelujah" so that everything will be a word through 
the Spirit, and not my word, but the word of the Lord! 

We can have these divine gifts so perfectly balanced by divine 
love that they will be a blessing all the time. However, there is 
sometimes such a desire in the flesh to do something attention
getting. How the people listen and long for divine prophecy, just as 

--, 
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interpretation comes forth! How it thrills! There is nothing wrong 
with it; it is beautiful. We thank God for the office and the purpose 
that has caused it to come, but let us be careful to finish when we 
are through and not continue on our own. That is how prophecy is 
spoiled. Don't fail, beloved, because the people know the difference. 
They know what is full of life, what is the real thing. 

Then again, it is the same with a person praying. We love peo
ple to pray in the Holy Spirit; we love to hear them pray even the 
first sentences because the fire is there. However, what spoils the 
holiest person in prayer is when, after the spirit of prayer has gone 
forth, he continues on and people say, "I wish he would stop," and 
the church becomes silent. They say, "I wish that brother would 
stop. How beautifully he began; now he is dry!" But he doesn't 
stop. 

A preacher was once having a wonderful time, and the people 
enjoyed it, but when he was through, he continued. A man came 
and said to someone at the door, "Has he finished?" "Yes," said the 
man, "long since, but he won't stop!" May God save us from that. 
People know when you are praying in the Spirit. Why should you 
take time and spoil everything because the natural side has come 
into it? God never intended that. God has a supernatural side; that 
is the true side, and how beautiful it is! People sometimes know 
better than we do, and we would also know if we were more care
fuL 

May the Lord grant us revelation; we need discernment; we 
need intuition. It is the life inside. It is salvation inside, cleansing, 
filling; it is all inside. Revelation is inside. It is for exhibition out
side, but always remember that it is inside. God's Son said as much 
when He said, "The pure in heart will see God." (See Matthew 5:8.) 
There is an inward sight of God, and it is the pure in heart who see 
God. Lord, keep us pure so that we will never block the way. 

Thought for today: If you continue to prophesy on your own, at 
the end of the anointing, you are using false fire. 
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Abide in Christ 
I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in 

him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 
-John 15:5 

Scripture reading: John 15:1-17 

fJJ eloved, it is lovely to be in the will of God. Now then, how 
may we be something? By just being nothing, by receiving 
the Holy Spirit, by being in the place where we can be di

rected by God and filled with His power. 
What it must be to have speaking ability, to have a beautiful 

language, as so many men have! It is wonderful to have the tongue 
of an angel so that all the people who hear you are moved by your 
use of language. Yet how I would weep, how my heart would be 
broken, if I came to speak before you in beautiful language without 
the power. 

If I had an angel's language and the people were all taken with 
what I said, but Jesus was not glorified at all, it would all be hope
less, barren, and unfruitful. I myself should be nothing. But if I 
speak and say, "Lord, let them hear Your voice. Lord, let them be 
compelled to hear Your truth. Lord, anyhow, any way, hide me to
day," then He becomes glorious, and all the people say, "We have 
seen Jesus!" 

When I was in California, I spent many days with our dear 
Brother Montgomery when I had a chance. During this time, a man 
wrote to Brother Montgomery. This man had been saved but had 
lost his joy; he had lost all he had. He wrote, "I am through with 
everything. I am not going to touch this thing again; I am 
through." Brother Montgomery wrote back to him and said, "I will 
never try to persuade you again if you will hear once. There is a 
man from England, and ifyou will only hear him once, I will pay all 
your expenses." So he came. He listened, and at the end of the time 
he said to me, "This is the truth I am telling you. I have seen the 
Lord standing beside you, and I heard His voice. I never even saw 
you. 

"I have a lot of money," he continued, "and I have a valley five 
hundred miles long. If you speak the word to me, I will go on your 
word, and I will open that valley for the Lord." 
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I have preached in several of his places, and God has used him 
wonderfully to speak throughout that valley. What I would have 
missed when he came the first day, if I had been trying to say 
something of my own instead of the Lord being there and speaking 
His words through me! Never let us do anything to lose this divine 
love, this close affection in our hearts that says, "Not I, but Christ; 
not I, but Christ!" 

Lose all your identity in the Son of God. Let Him become all in 
all. Seek only the Lord, and let Him be glorified. You will have 
gifts; you will have grace and wisdom. God is waiting for the person 
who will lay all on the altar, fifty-two weeks in the year, three hun
dred and sixty-five days in the year, and then continue perpetually 
in the Holy Spirit. 

Thought for today: Forget yourself and get lost in Him, 
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The Precious Wort! 
Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the 

edification of the church that you seek to excel. 
-1 Corinthians 14:12 

Scripture reading: Luke 8:4-18 

iS Scripture is the Word of God, and it is most important 
that when we read the Word, we do so with hearts that have~purposed to obey its every precept. We have no right to open 

the Word of God carelessly or indifferently. I have no right to come 
to you with any message unless it is absolutely in the perfect order 
of God. I believe we are in order to consider further a subject that 
we greatly need to be informed about in these days. So many peo
ple are receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit, but then they do 
not know which way to go. 

We have a great need today. It is that we may be supplied with 
revelation according to the mind of the Lord, that we may be in
structed by the mind of the Spirit, that we may be able to rightly 
divide the Word of Truth (2 Tim. 2:15), and that we may not be 
novices, considering the fact that the Spirit of the Lord has come to 
us in revelation. We ought to be alert to every touch of divine, 
spiritual illumination. 

We should carefully consider what the apostle Paul said to us: 
"Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for 
the day of redemption" (Eph. 4:30). The sealing of the Spirit is very 
remarkable, and I pray to God that not one of you may lose the di
vine inheritance that God has chosen for you, which is greater than 
you could choose if your mind had ten times its normal faculties. 
God's mind is greater than yours. His thoughts are higher than the 
heavens over you (Isa. 55:9), so that you do not need to be afraid. 

Thought for today: When the Word is in your heart, it will pre
serve you from desiring sin. 
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Worthy Conduct 
Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good 

work in you will complete it until the day ofJesus Christ. 
-Philippians 1:6 

Scripture reading: Philippians 1 

§ have great love for my sons and my daughter, but it is 
nothing in comparison to God's love toward us. God's love 
wants us to walk up and down the earth as His Son did: 

clothed, filled, radiant, with fire beaming forth from our counte
nances, setting forth the power of the Spirit so that the people 
jump into liberty. 

But there is deplorable ignorance among those who have gifts. 
It is not right for you to think that because you have a gift, you are 
to wave it before the people and try to get their minds upon that, 
because, if you do, you will be out of the will of God. Gifts and 
callings in the body of Christ may be irrevocable (Rom. 11:29), but 
remember that God calls you to account for properly administering 
the gift in a spiritual way after you have received it. It is not given 
to adorn you, but to sustain, build, edify, and bless the church. 
When God ministers through a member of the body of Christ and 
the church receives this edification, then all the members will re
joice together. God moves upon us as His offspring, as His choice, 
and as the fruit of the earth. He wants us to be elegantly clothed in 
wonderful raiment, even as our Master is. 

His workings upon us may be painful, but the wise saint will 
remember that among those whom God chastens, it is the one who 
is trained by that chastening to whom "it yields the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness" (Heb. 12:11). Therefore, let Him do with you 
what seems good to Him, for He has His hand upon you; He will 
not willingly take it off until He has performed the thing He knows 
you need. So if He comes to sift you, be ready for the sifting. If He 
comes with chastisement, be ready for chastisement. If He comes 
with correction, be ready for correction. Whatever He wills, let Him 
do it, and He will bring you to the land of plenty. Oh, it is worth 
the world to be under the power of the Holy Spirit! 

If He does not chasten you, if you sail placidly along without 
incident, without crosses, without persecutions, without trials, 
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remember that "if you are without chastening, of which all have 
become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons" (Heb. 
12:8). Therefore, "examine yourselves as to whether you are in the 
faith" (2 Cor. 13:5). Never forget that Jesus said this word: "They 
who hear My voice follow Me." (See John 10:27.) 

Thought for today: Jesus wants you to have a clear ring to your 
testimony. 

537 




r 

So in order -:.. - '. _ -

with us, and \ve -.Y. -

God has bro-.:~.:-. 

sions. We are in a;: .-
Qh . .:-. 

ing it forth in pow-:-: " 

Thought for toda~': =--. 
the gifts so that :,. ~'- -

December 20 

A Perfect Fit 
There are diversities ofgifts, but the same Spirit. 

-1 Corinthians 12:4 

Scripture reading: Romans 12:3-13 

g he variation among humanity is tremendous. Faces are dif
ferent, so are physiques. Your whole body may be put to
gether in such a way that one particular gift would not suit 

you at all, while it would suit another person. 
So the Word of God deals here with varieties of gifts, meaning 

that these gifts perfectly meet the condition of each believer. That 

. is God's plan. It may be that not one person would be led to claim 


all the gifts. Nevertheless, do not be afraid; the Scriptures are defi

nite. Paul said that you do not need to come short in any gift (1 

Cor. 1:7). God has wonderful things for you beyond what you have 

ever known. The Holy Spirit is so full of prophetic operations of 
divine power that it is marvelous what may happen after the Holy 
Spirit comes. 

How He loosed me! I am no good without the Holy Spirit. The 
power of the Holy Spirit loosed my language. I was like my mother. 
She had no ability to speak. If she began to tell a story, she couldn't 
finish it. My father would say, "Mother, you will have to begin 
again." I was like that. I couldn't tell a story. I was bound. I had 
plenty of thoughts, but no language. But oh, after the Holy Spirit 
came! 

When He came, I had a great desire for gifts. So the Lord 
caused me to see that it is possible for every believer to live in such 
holy anointing, such divine communion, such pressed-down meas
ure (Luke 6:38) by the power of the Spirit, that every gift can be 
his. 

But is there not a vast and appalling unconcern about pos
sessing the gifts? You may ask a score of believers, chosen at ran
dom from almost any church, "Do you have any of the gifts of the 
Spirit?" The answer from all will be, "No," and it will be given in a 
tone and with a manner that conveys the thought that the believer 
is not surprised that he does not have the gifts, that he doesn't ex
pect to have any of them, and that he does not expect to seek them. 

538 

Isn't this terriblE:. 
"earnestly desire 

we have to see 

This is divine. 

you away full. 

us with 
His love! 

Oh, come, 
be wise and to 

may be saved . 

Spirit. 



December 10 

Isn't this terrible, when the living Word specifically exhorts us to 
"earnestly desire the best gifts" (1 Cor. 12:31)? 

So in order that the gifts might be everything and in evidence, 
we have to see that we cease to live without His glory. He works 
with us, and we work with Him-cooperating, working together. 
This is divine. Surely this is God's plan. 

God has brought you to the banquet, and He wants to send 
you away full. We are in a place where God wants to give us vi
sions. We are in a place where, in His great love, He is bending over 
us with kisses. Oh, how lovely is the kiss of Jesus, the expression of 
His love! 

Oh, come, let us seek Him for the best gifts, and let us strive to 
be wise and to rightly divide the Word of Truth (2 Tim. 2:15), giv
ing it forth in power so that the church may be edified and sinners 
may be saved. 

Thought for today: Look to the Holy Spirit to show you how to use 
the gifts so that you never use them without the power of the 
Spirit. 
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Transformed by God 
Behold, I will do a new thing. 

-Isaiah 43:19 

Scripture reading: Titus 3 

EJiank God for His Word. Live it. Be moved by it. We will be
come anemic and helpless without the Word. We are not any 
good for anything apart from the Word. It is everything. 

When the heavens and earth are melted away, then we will be as 
bright as the day because of the Word of God. 

We know it is quick and powerful and sharper than any two
edged sword, dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow, and 
thoughts of the heart (Heb. 4:12). God's Word is like a sword 
piercing through. The Word is divinely appointed for us. Take it in; 
think it out; work it out. It is the truth. 

When I was going to New Zealand and Australia, there were 
many there to see me off. An Indian doctor rode in the same car 
with me to the docks and boarded the same ship. He was very quiet 
'and took in all the things that were said on the ship. I began to 
preach, of course, and the Lord began to work among the people. In 
the second class of the ship, there was a young man and his wife 
who were attendants for a lady and gentleman in the first class. 
And as these two young people heard me talking to them privately 
and otherwise, they were very much impressed. Then the lady they 
were attending got very sick. In her sickness and her loneliness, 
she could find no relief. They called in the doctor, and the doctor 
gave her no hope. 

And then, when in this strange dilemma-she was a great 
Christian Scientist, a preacher of it, and had gone many places 
preaching it-they thought of me. Knowing the conditions, and 
what she lived for, knowing that it was late in the day, that in the 
condition of her mind she could only receive the simplest word, I 
said to her, "Now you are very sick, and I won't talk to you about 
anything except this: I will pray for you in the name of Jesus, and 
the moment I pray you will be healed." 

And the moment I prayed she was healed. That was "like pre
cious faith" (2 Pet. 1:1) in operation. Then she was disturbed. I 
showed her the terrible state she was in and pointed out to her all 

540 

her folly and 
was nothing in 
and one of the 
and producing a 

kenhearted. But 
go preach the 
Christian Science. " 
things. I won't m:::=-,' 
what you have to ,:.: .' 
the Lord in His p::::-:~ 
of Jesus, all else gc,::: ~ 

This opened 
gave me a great ct..:..=-.. 
viction came, and :O~::-.'.

cabin one after anc-::-.~ 
Then this Ind:..:..=-. 

preaching has cha:--,~.:-: 
spend some time W:-::'. _' 

"Of course I \T,":,:": 

Then we wen: "
Indian doctor was ;: 
left a practice the::-", 
was going back to 

Thought for toda~': ,. 
another thing to be:":'-:-' 



'''''''''''II! ~', 

-~:.' God 

--: :ng. 

• ~'7 =-.oyed by it. We will 
IlL .. ' -. Word. We are not ar..~: 
[ ,~:- -.'; Jrd. It is everyth:in~, 

!::."..: ":3.y. then we will be 2.i' 

IL :....-:'::' ".-:arper than any tv;: 
r-- ::::s and marrow, ar..": 

: :: '.Yord is like a S\yo::-: 
!; ~.:::.::'":ed for us. Take it ::-., 
=
m: 	 ~.::::' .-\ustralia, there ,yeT:

::: ~!rl e in the same C2: 

, ---:" He was very 
: =-- ::'1e ship, I began :_ 
~ ,: "--'nang the people, 

!::: ..:.-.", man and his v,-'.::
.,.. --.::.:: in the first 

"--.::.::::.... ;; to them priyate:~: 
=: .c:: :-:: Then the lady 

- ..  ~"U her lonelines3 
:: 7 : ::02', and the doc: _

=--. ~ _.. ==-.s.-she was a gres.: 
. '.. ., =- 5cne many 

- .. - .'- conditions . .::...:-.=
:::- -- .. ::.e day, that ir.. ::-.:

I:!:.: 
11': .. 

f - _.s.: ","s...-: .. 
.;: -..:.. ···.~5,.S 

_.:-2::: 

iii ~ -... 


December 11 

her folly and the fallacy of her position. I showed her that there 
was nothing in Christian Science, that it is a lie from the beginning 
and one of the last agencies of helL At best it is a lie: preaching a lie 
and producing a lie. 

Then she came to her senses. She became so penitent and bro
kenhearted. But the thing that stirred her first was that she had to 
go preach the simple gospel of Christ where she had preached 
Christian Science. She asked me if she had to give up certain 
things. I won't mention the things; they are too vile. I said, "No, 
what you have to do is to see Jesus and take Jesus." When she saw 
the Lord in His purity, the other things had to go. At the presence 
of Jesus, all else goes. 

This opened the door. I had to preach to all on the boat. This 
gave me a great chance. As I preached, the power of God fell, con
viction came, and sinners were saved. They followed me into my 
cabin one after another. God was working there. 

Then this Indian doctor came. He said, "What will I do? Your 
preaching has changed me, but I must have a foundation. Will you 
spend some time with me?" 

"Of course I will." 
Then we went alone, and God broke the fallow ground. This 

Indian doctor was going right back home but as a new man. He had 
left a practice there. He told me of the great practice he had. He 
was going back to his practice to preach Jesus. 

Thought for today: It is one thing to handle the Word of God; it is 
another thing to believe what God says. 
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Our Inheritance 
His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the knowledge ofHim who called us 

by glory and virtue. 
-2 Peter 1:3 

Scripture reaaing: Matthew 21:33-44 

eMany people make wills and appoint someone to carry out 
their final requests. After the person dies, very often 
those people who have had property left to them never 

get it because of unfaithful stewards who have been left in charge. 
But there is one will that has been left, and He who made the 
whole will is our Lord Jesus Christ. After dying, He rose to carry 
out His own will. And now we may have all that has been left to us 
by Him: all the inheritance, all the blessings, all the power, all the 
life, and all the victory. All His promises are ours because He is 
risen. I believe the Lord wants us to know our inheritance. 

Jesus invites you, "Come to Me, all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt. 11:28). God is willing 
in His great mercy to touch you with His mighty power; if He is 
willing to do this, how much more eager He is to deliver you from 
the power of Satan and to make you a child of the King! How much 
more necessary it is for you to be healed of your soul sickness than 
of your bodily ailments! 

Because He is risen as a faithful High Priest, He is here to help 
us understand His divine principles. May God provide us with a 
clear knowledge of what He means for us in these days. He has 
called us to great banquets and wants us to bring good appetites to 
His table. 

It is a serious thing to come to a banquet of the Lord and not 
be able to eat anything. We must have very thirsty conditions and 
hungry souls. Then we can have what is prepared for us. We can be 
"strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man" 
(Eph. 3:16). May the Lord take us into His treasures now. 

Thought for today: We must experience a now power, a now 
blessing, a now God, a now heaven, a now glory, a now virtue. 
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December 23 

Beyond Imagination 
That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being 

rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all 
the saints ... the love ofChrist which passes knowledge . 

-Ephesians 3:17-19 

Scriyture reading: Romans 8 

re we children of circumstances or children of faith? In our 
humanity, we may be troubled by the blowing of the wind.Jil As it blows, it whispers fearfulness; but if you are "rooted 

and grounded," you can stand the tests, and it is only then that 
you "may be able to comprehend.. .what is the width and length and 
depth and height; to know the love of Christ which passes knowl· 
edge" (Eph. 3:18-19). It is an addition sum to meet every need, to 
display God's power, and to enlarge one's faith . 

What does Paul mean by the width of Christ's love? It is rec
ognizing that God is sufficient in every circumstance. The length of 
His love indicates that God is in everything. God is in the depths 
and the heights! God is always lifting you, and the truth in this 
verse is enough for anyone in any circumstance to triumph. He "is 
able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we can ask or 
think," not according to the mind of Paul, but "according to the 
power that works in us" (v. 20). Simplicity of heart can broaden 
one's perspective, but this fullness is an ideal power of God in the 
human soul, enlarging every part. God is there instead of you to 
make you full, and you are full as your faith reaches out to be filled 
with all the fullness of God. 

The power of the Lord was present to heal. His fullness of 
power flowed out of the disciples to others. In Acts 1, we see the 
power of God revealed as Jesus was lifted up to where He was be
fore-into the presence of God. Jesus Christ showed the power of 
God in human flesh. The fullness of the Godhead was bodily mani
fested in Jesus (Col. 2:9). John said that "in Him was life, and the 
life was the light of men" (John 1:4). His substance revealed the 
fullness of God. How can it be fulfilled in you? The Scripture pro
vides the answer: He is "able to do exceedingly abundantly above 
all that we can ask or think" CEph. 3:20). It is filled there in the 
glory. But it's a tremendous thing. God will have to do something. 
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Beloved, it is not according to your mind at all but according to the 
mind of God, according to the revelation of the Spirit. "Above all 
that we can ask or think. " The blood has been poured out. 

Truly, we are not worthy, but He is worthy. He will do more 
than we can even ask. How can it be possible? God puts it in your 
heart. He can do it. We hear much about rates of interest, but if 
you will faithfully follow God, He will add, enlarge, and lift you all 
the time, adding compound interest. Five percent? No! A thousand 
percent, a million percent! If you are willing, if holiness is the pur
pose of your heart, it will be done, for God is in His place. Will you 
be in the plan "according to the power that works in [you]" (Eph. 
3:20)? Whatever you are at any time, it will be by His effective 
power, lifting, controlling, and carrying you in constant rest and 
peace; it is "according to the power that works in [you]." Let every
one say: "To Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all gen
erations, forever and ever. Amen" (v. 21). 

Thought for today: Many people receive no blessing because they 
did not thank God for the last blessing. 
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December 24 

Abundant Blessings 
When we were still without strength, in due time 

Christ died for the ungodly. 
-Romans 5:6 

Scripture reading: Romans 5 

:31rOUgh one man's disobedience, through one man's sin, 
death came and reigned. Then Another came. Adam was the 
fIrst man; Christ, the second. One was earthly; the other, 

heavenly. As sin and death reigned by one, so now the New Man, 
7 

the Christ-man, will make us awake to righteousness, peace, and 
abounding in God. Just as death had its power through a man, life 
has to have its power and victory. Through the God-man, we come 
into a new divine order. 

"I cannot understand this truth, Wigglesworth." No, friend, 
you never will. It is a thousand times bigger than your mind. But 
Christ's mind replanted in your natural order will give you a vision 
so that you may see what you cannot understand. What you will 
never understand, God thoroughly understands. He blesses you 
abundantly. 

You know how sin was abounding, how we were held, how we 
were defeated, how we groaned and travailed. Has sin abounded? 
Now grace, now life, now the ministry abounds to us. 

Take a leap of faith so that you may never know what defeat is 
any more. Romans 5 is a real divine healing chapter; it is a real as
cension chapter; it is a powerful resurrection chapter. It looses you 
from your limitations. It moves you from your former place into a 
place of coveted grace. It takes your weaknesses and sins and 
abounds to you with atonement. It reveals to you all that Adam 
ever had that bound you. It reveals all that Christ ever had or will 
have that abounds toward you to liberate you from all that is hu
man and bring you into all that is divine. This is the glorious lib
erty of the Gospel of Christ: 

And the gift is not like that which came through the one who 
sinned. For the Judgment which came from one offense re
sulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from 
many offenses resulted in Justification. (Rom. 5:16) 
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We have been condemned and lost. How human nature de
stroys! We all know sin had its reign, but there is justification. God 
works in the lower order with His mighty higher order. He touches 
human weaknesses with His touch of infinite, glorious resurrection 
power. He transforms you: 

For if by the one man Js offense death reigned through the one, 
much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the 
gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus 
Christ. (Rom. 5:17) 

How rich we are. The death-life has been replaced. Now there 
is a righteous life. You were in death and it was the death-life, but 
now you have received the righteous life. How much have you ac
quired of it? Have you received an "abundance of grace»? Your 
grace has run out years ago. My grace has been depleted years ago, 
but I realized by the revelation of the Spirit that His grace should 
take the place of my grace. His power should cover me where I 
cannot cover myself. He stands beside me when I am sure to go 
down. Where sin abounded, grace abounded, and His love 
abounded. He stretched out His hand in mercy; He never failed. He 
was there every time when I was sure to go down. Grace abounded. 
Oh, the mercy, the boundless mercy ofthe love of God to us! 

I hope you are getting it, thriving in it, and triumphing in it. I 
hope you are coming to the place to see that you are a victor in it. 
God must give you these divine attributes of the Spirit so that you 
may come into like-mindedness with Him in this wonderful provi
sion. 

Thought for today: If there is an abundance of praise m your 
heart, your mouth cannot help speaking it. 
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December 25 

Goa Is Near 

"Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they 
shall call His name Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us. " 

-Matthew 1:23 

Scripture reading: Matthew 1:18-25; Philippians 2:5-11 

gj eing saved is a reality. There is a great deal of truth about 
having the peace of God. There is a great deal of knowledge 
in knowing that you are free, and there is a wonderful 

manifestation of power to keep you free. But I find Satan dethrones 
some of the loveliest people because he catches them at a time 
when they are unaware. I find these poor souls constantly being 
deceived by the power of Satan. 

Hear this word: when Satan is the nearest, God is nearer with 
an abundant measure of His grace. When you feel almost defeated, 
He has a banner waving over you to cover you. He covers you with 
His grace; He covers you with His righteousness. It is the very na
ture of the Son of God. 

It is impossible to remain in the natural body when you expe
rience the life of God. When you are intoxicated with the Spirit, the 
Spirit life flows through the avenues of your mind and the keen 
perception of the heart with deep pulsations. You are filled with the 
passion of the grace of God until you are illuminated by the power 
of the new wine, the wine of the kingdom. This is rapture. No 
natural body will be able to stand this process. It will have to leave 
the body, but the body will be a preserver to it until the sons of God 
are marvelously manifested. Sonship is a position of rightful heir
ship. Sons have a right to the first claiming of the will. 

I would like you to realize that redemption is so perfect that it 
causes you to stop judging yourself. You believe that God has a 
righteous judgment for you. Escape from the powers of the Devil. 
You can have an abundance of grace, righteousness, liberty for the 
soul, and transformation of the mind. You can be lifted out of your 
earthly place into God's power and authority. 

Thought for today: Jesus left heaven though He had the right not 
to leave. 
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Waiting for the Bridegroom 

Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him! 
-Matthew 25:6 

Scripture reading: Matthew 25:1-13 

od fascinates me with His Word. I read and read, yet it is all 
something so new, remarkable, and blessed. I realize the~ truth of that saying, "The bride rejoices to hear the Bride

groom's voice." (See John 3:29.) The Word is His voice, and as we 
get nearer to Jesus, we understand that He came to take out for 
Himself a people who would be His bride. It means not only to be 
saved, but also that there is an eternal destiny awaiting us in glory. 
God in His mercy has given us this blessed revelation of how He 
lived, loved, and had power to say to those disciples, "Some of you 
shall not see death until you see the kingdom of God coming in 
power." (See Mark 9:1.) 

Oh, that blessed Christ, who could pray until His countenance 
was changed and became so glorious, until His raiment became 
white and glistening. He said, "1 have power to lay [My life] down, 
and 1 have power to take it again" (John 10:18). It is true that by 
wicked hands He was taken and crucified, but He had to be willing, 
for He had all power and could have called on legions of angels to 
deliver Him from death. But oh, that blessed Christ had purposed 
to save us and bring us into fellowship and oneness with Himself. 
He went right through death so that He might impart to us the 
blessed reconciliation between God and man. 

So it is that the Man Jesus Christ, who is the Atonement for 
the whole world, who is the Son of God, is also the sinner's Friend. 
"He was wounded for our transgressions" (lsa. 53:5). This blessed 
Christ gave His disciples the glory that He had with the Father be
fore the world was. (See John 17:5.) God wants us to know that He 
will withhold "no good thing... from those who walk uprightly" (Ps. 
84:11), including health, peace, joy in the Holy Spirit, and a life in 
Christ Jesus. 

Thought for today: We must be ready for our King. 
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December 17 

Our He{per 
No one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 

-1 Corinthians 12:3 

Scripture reaaing: John 14:16-31 

e Holy Spirit has a royal plan, a heavenly plan. He came to 
unveil the King, to show the character of God, to unveil the~precious blood. Since I have the Holy Spirit within me, I see 

Jesus clothed for humanity. He was moved by the Spirit and led by 
the Spirit. We read of some who heard the Word but did not benefit 
from it, because faith was lacking in them (Rom. 9:6-8). We must 
have a living faith in God's Word, a faith that is quickened by the 
Spirit. 

A man may be saved and still have a human spirit. In many 
people who hear about the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the human 
spirit immediately arises against the Holy Spirit. The human spirit 
is not subject to the law of God, nor can it be. (See Romans 8:7.) 
The disciples at one time wanted to call down fire from heaven, and 
Jesus said to them, "You do not know what manner ofspirit you are 
of' (Luke 9:55). The human spirit is not subject to the law of God. 

The Holy Spirit came forth for one purpose: to reveal Jesus to 
us. Jesus "made Himself of no reputation" (Phil. 2:7), and He was 
obedient unto death (v. 8), that God should forever hold Him up as 
a token of submissive yieldedness. God highly exalted Him and 
gave Him a name above every name. "Now He who has prepared us 
for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a 
guarantee" (2 Cor. 5:5). With the clothing upon of the Spirit, hu
man depravity is covered, and everything that is contrary to the 
mind of God is destroyed. God must have bodies for Himself, per
fectly prepared by the Holy Spirit, for the Day of the Lord. "For in 
this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation 
which is from heaven" (v. 2) . 

Was Paul speaking here about the coming of the Lord? No! Yet 
this condition of preparedness is highly relevant. The Holy Spirit is 
coming to take back a church and a perfect bride. The Holy Spirit 
must find in us perfect yieldedness, with every human desire sub
jected to Him. "No one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy 
Spirit" (1 Cor. 12:3). He has come to reveal Christ in us, so that the 
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glorious flow of the life of God may bring rivers of living water to 
the thirsty land within. 

The Spirit has to breathe into us a new occupancy, a new or
der. The Holy Spirit came to give the vision of a life in which Jesus 
is perfected. It is Christ "who has saved us and called us with a 
holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own 
purpose and grace" (2 Tim. 1:9). 

We who are saved have been called with a holy calling, called 
to be saints-to be pure, holy, and Godlike; to be sons with power. 
It is a long time now since it was settled and death was abolished. 
Death has no more power. This was made known through the Gos
pel, which brought in immortality. Mortality is a hindrance. Sin 
has no more dominion over you. You reign in Christ, and you make 
rightful use of His finished work. Don't groan and travail for a 
week. If you are in need, "only believe" (Mark 5:36). Don't fast to 
get some special thing, «only believe." It is according to your faith 
that God blesses you with more faith. "Have faith in God" (Mark 
11:22). If you are free in God, believe! Believe, and it will be unto 
you even as you believe. (See Matthew 9:29.) 

"Awake, you who sleep" (Eph. 5:14); put on light, and open 
your eyes. "If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God" 
(Col. 3:1). Stir yourselves up, beloved! Where are you? I am risen 
with Christ, planted in Him. It was a beautiful planting. I am 
seated with Him. God gives me the credit, and I believe Him. Why 
should I doubt? 

Dare to believe until the life of Jesus is implanted within your 
soul. "The righteous will hold to his way" (Job 17:9). God has re
served him who is godly for Himself (Ps. 4:3). Therefore, lift up 
your heads. 

Thought for today: The Devil makes you remember the day you 
failed, though you would give the world to forget about it. But God 
has forgotten when He forgives. 
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December 28 

God Is A[[You Need 
I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecu


tions, in distresses, for Christ' sake. For when I am weak, 

then I am strong . 


-2 Corinthians 12:10 

Scripture reading: 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

en God comes into your life, you will find Him to be 
enough. As Israel came forth, the sun rose upon him, and~he had power over all the things of the world and over 

Esau. Esau met him, but there was no fight now; there was recon
ciliation. They kissed each other. How true it is that "when a man's 
ways please the LORD, He makes even his enemies to be at peace 
with him" (Prov. 16:7). The material things did not count for much 
after the night of revelation. Who brought about the change? God 
did. 

Can you hold on to God as Jacob did? You certainly can if you 
are sincere, dependent, broken, and weak. It is when you are weak 
that you are strong. But if you are self-righteous, if you are proud, 
if you are high-minded, if you are puffed up in your own mind, you 
can receive nothing from Him. If you become lukewarm instead of 
being on fire for God, you can become a disappointment to Him. 
And He says, "I will vomit you out ofMy mouth" (Rev. 3:16). 

But there is a place of holiness, a place of meekness, a place of 
faith, where you can call to God, "I will not let You go unless You 
bless me!" (Gen. 32:26). And in response, He will bless you "exceed
ingly abundantly above all that [you] ask or think" (Eph. 3:20). 

Sometimes we are tempted to think that He has left us. Oh, 
no. He has promised never to leave us or forsake us (Deut. 31:6). 
He had promised not to leave Jacob, and He did not break His 
promise. He has promised not to leave us, and He will not fail. Ja
cob held on until the blessing came. We can do the same. 

If God does not help us, we are no good for this world's need; 
we are no longer salt, we lose our savor. But as we spend time 
alone with God, and cry to Him to bless us, He re-salts us. He re
empowers us, but He brings us to brokenness and moves us into 
the orbit of His own perfect will. 
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Oh, the blessedness of being brought into a life of dependence \, . , 
upon the power of the Holy Spirit. Henceforth, we know that we 
are nothing without Him; we are absolutely dependent upon Him. I 

There is ... nou' i: ~ am absolutely nothing without the power and anointing of the Holy ~, 
who do not walk .:: ~ ,Spirit. Oh, for a life of absolute dependence! It is through a life of 


dependence that there is a life of power. If you are not there, get 

alone with God. If you must, spend a whole night alone with God, 

and let Him change and transform you. Never let Him go until He Scripture reading: F.: =_' 

blesses you, until He makes you an Israel, a prince with God. 
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December 29 

No Condemnation 
There is ... now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, 
who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 

-Romans 8:1 

Scripture reading: Romans 8:1-17 

thing is going to help you attain spiritual maturity or live 
this higher life, except divine life, which will always help ~you if you yield yourself absolutely to it. Not only are we 

exercised by this divine life, but also we are kept in perfect rest. It 
is needed in this day, for people everywhere are becoming satisfied 
with natural things. There is no definite cry or prayer within the 
soul that is making people stop and cry out for God and the coming 
of the Son. 

I am intensely eager that by some means I may inspire you to 
see what the Spirit has for you. Life in Christ is absolutely different 
from death. Life is what people long for because of its possibilities; 
death is what people draw back from because of its finality. God 
has designed for us to live in freedom from the law of sin and 
death. 

This truth is from the divine mind of the Master. He said that 
He who lives for himself will die. He who seeks to live will die, but 
he who is willing to die will live (Luke 17:33). God wants us to see 
that there is a life that is contrary to this life. 

The Spirit of the Lord reveals the following to us in the Word 
of God: "He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who 
does not believe the Son shall not see life" (John 3:36). The unbe
lieving person is living and walking about but not seeing life. There 
is a life that is always brought into condemnation, which is living 
in death. There is a life that is free from condemnation-living in 
the Life. 

The plan of God's Son for us is to be so much greater in this 
world than we have ever comprehended. God's plan is not for me to 
stay where I was yesterday. He desires that spiritual revelation will 
bring me into touch with divine harmony. God wants me to reach 
for something more. My eyes are looking up; my heart is looking 
up. My heart is big and enlarged in the presence of God, for I want 
to hear one word from God: "Come up higher." God will give us 
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that-the privilege of going higher into a holy relationship with 
Him. 

The person who is under no condemnation has the heavens 
opened above him. This person has the smile of God upon him. 
This person has come into the realm of faith and joy and knows 
that his prayers are answered. God the Holy Spirit would have us 
to understand that there is a place in the Holy Spirit where there is 
no condemnation. This place is holiness, purity, righteousness, 
higher ground, perfection, and being more perfected in the pres
ence of God. This higher ground is perfection, where God is bring
ing us to live in such a way that He may smile through us and act 
upon us until our bodies become a flame of light ignited by Om
nipotence. This is God's plan for us in the inheritance; this divine 
place is for us today. 

There is no condemnation. God wants us to see our covering, 
that blessed assurance of being strengthened, that knowledge of 
the Rock of Ages cleft for me, that place where I know I am! And 
that joy unbounding where I know there are neither devils nor an
gels nor principalities nor powers to interfere with that life in 
Christ (Rom. 8:38-39)! It is wonderful! 

"No weapon formed against you shall prosper" (Isa. 54:17). 
The power of the Most High God has put us in Christ. If we had 
put ourselves in, it would have been different. We were in the 
world, but God took us out of the world and put us into Christ. God 
today by His Spirit wants us to see how this regenerative power, 
this glorious principle of God's high thoughtfulness, is for us. God 
wants us to lose ourselves in His sweetness. There is a glorious 
power behind us when God is behind us; there is a wonderful going 
before when He goes before us. He said, "I will go before you, and I 
will be your rear guard." (See Isaiah 52:12.) And so I see that God 
the Holy Spirit wants me today to penetrate or bring forth or show 
forth the glorious joy there is in this wonderful incarnation of the 
Spirit for us all in Christ Jesus. Glory to God! 

Thought for today: God makes us Devil-proof. 
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December 30 

By Faith 

By grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift ofGod. 

-Ephesians 2:8 

Scripture reading: Hebrews 11 

$ y faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than 
Cain" (Heb. 11:4); "by faith Enoch was taken awa," so that 
he did not see death" (v. 5); "by faith Noah ... prepared an 

ark for the saving of his household" (v. 7); "by faith Abraham 
obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would 
receive as an inheritance" (v. 8). 

There is only one way to all the treasures of God, and that is 
the way of faith. All things are possible, even the fulfilling of all 
promises is possible, to him who believes (Mark 9:23) . 

There will be failure in our lives if we do not build on the base, 
the Rock Christ Jesus. He is the only way; He is the truth; He is 
the life (John 14:6). And the Word He gives us is life· giving. As we 
receive the Word of Life, it quickens, it opens, it fills us, it moves 
us, it changes us, and it brings us into a place where we dare to say 
amen to all that God has said. Beloved, there is a lot in an amen. 
You never get any place until you have the amen inside of you. 
That was the difference between Zacharias and Mary. When the 
Word came to Zacharias, he was filled with unbelief until the angel 
said, "You will be mute ... because you did not believe my words" 
(Luke 1:20). Mary said, "Let it be to me according to your word" (v. 
38). The Lord was pleased that she believed what He had spoken. 
When we believe what God has said, there will be results. 

We may do much praying and groaning, but we do not receive 
from God because of that; we receive because we believe. Yet some· 
times it takes God a long time to bring us through the groaning 
and the crying before we can believe. 

r know that no man by his praying can change God, for you 
cannot change Him. Charles Finney said, "Can a man who is full of 
sin and all kinds of ruin in his life change God when he starts to 
pray?" No, it is impossible. But when a man labors in prayer, he 
groans and travails because his tremendous sin is weighing him 
down, and he becomes broken in the presence of God. When properly 
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melted, he comes into perfect harmony with the divine plan of God, 
and then God can work in that clay. He could not before. Prayer 
changes hearts, but it never changes God. He is the same yester
day, and today, and forever: full of love, full of compassion, full of 
mercy, full of grace, and ready to bestow this and communicate 
that to us as we come to Him in faith. 

Believe that when you come into the presence of God you can 
have all you came for. You can take it away, and you can use it, for 
all the power of God is at your disposal in response to your faith. 
The price for all was paid by the blood of Jesus Christ at Calvary. 
Oh, He is the living God, the One who has power to change us! "It 
is He who has made us, and not we ourselves" (Ps. 100:3). And it is 
He who purposes to transform us so that the greatness of His 
power may work through us. Oh, beloved, God delights in us, and 
when a man's ways please the Lord, then He makes all things 
move according to His own blessed purpose. 

Thought for tOday: All people are born with a natural faith, but 
God calls us to a supernatural faith that is a gift from Himself. 
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December 31 

In Tune with God 

Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to you. 

-Matthew 6:33 

Scripture reading: 2 Peter 1 

(Y ne thing that can hinder our faith is a seared conscience. 
There is a conscience that is spiritless, and one that is so 
opened to the presence of God that the smallest thing in the 

world will drive it to God. What we need is a conscience that is so 
in tune with God that not one thing can come into and stay in our 
lives to hinder our fellowship with God and shatter our faith in 
Him. And when we can come into the presence of God with clear 
consciences and genuine faith, our hearts not condemning us, then 
we have confidence toward God (1 John 3:21), "and whatever we 
ask we receive from Him" (v. 22). 

In Mark 11:24 we read, "Therefore I say to you, whatever 
things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and 
you will have them." Verse twenty-three speaks of mountains re
moved and difficulties cleared away. Sugarcoating won't do. We 
must have reality, the real working of our God. We must know 
God. We must be able to go in and converse with God. We must 
also know the mind of God toward us, so that all our petitions are 
always in line with His wilL 

As this "like precious faith" (2 Peter 1:1) becomes a part of 
you, it will make you so that you will dare to do anything. And re
member, God wants daring followers who will be strong in Him 
and dare to do exploits. How will we reach this place of faith? Let 
go of your own thoughts, and take the thoughts of God, the Word of 
God. Ifyou build yourself on imaginations, you will go wrong. You 
have the Word of God, and it is enough. 

A man gave this remarkable testimony concerning the Word of 
God: "Never compare this Book with other books. Never think or 
say that this Book contains the Word of God. It is the Word of God. 
It is supernatural in origin, eternal in duration, inexpressible in 
value, infinite in scope, regenerative in power, infallible in author
ity, universal in interest, personal in application, inspired in totality. 
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Read it through. Write it down. Pray it in. Work it out. And then 
pass it on." 

Truly the Word of God changes a person until he becomes "an 
epistle of Christ JJ (2 Cor. 3:3). It transforms his mind, changes his 
character, moves him on from grace to grace, makes him an inheri
tor of the very nature of God. God comes in, dwells in, walks in, 
talks through, and dines with him who opens his being to the Word 
of God and receives the Spirit who inspired it. 

If you have lost your hunger for God, if you do not have a cry 
for more of God, you are missing the plan. A cry must corne up 
from us that cannot be satisfied with anything but God. He wants 
to give us the vision of the prize ahead that is something higher 
than we have ever attained. If you ever stop at any point, pick up at 
the place where you have left off, and begin again under the refin
ing light and power of heaven. God will meet you. And while He 
will bring you to a consciousness of your own frailty and to a bro
kenness of spirit, your faith will lay hold of Him and all the divine 
resources. His light and compassion will be manifested through 
you, and He will send the rain. 

Should we not dedicate ourselves afresh to God? Some say, "I 
dedicated myself last night to God." Every new revelation brings a 
new decision. Let us seek Him. 

Thought for today: Do not let one thought, one action, one thing 
in any way interfere with the Rapture. Ask God that every moment 
will be a moment of purifying. 
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